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SUMMARY

RBenveen the 16th and 23rd of May 2005 Oxford Archacology (O4)
carried out an archaeological watching brief at Walcot Farm, Burford
Road, Charlbury, Oxfordshire (NGR: SP 245 198).  The work was
commissioned by MCL Garden Design to be carried oul during the
implementation of a series of new garden designs within the grounds of =
the old manor house, which with its gardens forms part of a Scheduled
Ancient Monument. This waiching brief pertains specifically to a cluster
of new iree planiing to the south of the farm’s barns near the old bowling
green. The watching brief revealed no archacological deposits associated
with the 18th century garden design.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Scope of work -~

1.1.1  In March 2004 planning permission was sought from West Oxfordshire District
Council for series of developments at Walcot Farm (Planping Ref: 04/0416 and -
04/0279). Part of the proposal included a series of new garden designs to be
implemented around the grounds of the manor house. Due to the potentiai for below
ground archaeological remains associaied with the ormamental gardens of the
mansion (SAM 30831) to be distwbed or truncated by the digging of holes for
planting of trees, Chris Weleh of English Heritage agreed that works could proceed
on the condition that an archacological watching brief was maintained. A total of 20
Tree Pits were monitored during the watching brief,

1.2 Location, geology and iopography -

1.2.1  Walcot Farm is located approximately 2 km to the west of Charlbury and to the north -
of the B4437 (NGR: SP 346 198). The geology is clay and the sile lies at e
approximately 100 m OD. The area of the site that was subject to the watching brief
lies within the grounds of the farm.

i
1.3 Archaeological and historical background
1.3.1  The development site is focated in the vicinity of the former mansion of the &
Jenkinson family. Although the precise location of it is unknown all the documentary
evidence strongly suggests that the existing farm now occupies the site. The house .
was clearly substantial in size since it was included within the 1705 survey of the .
principal residences of Oxfordshire. To the west of the existing farmhouse are a
series of well defined earthworks including five ponds that formed an ornamental i
cascade/water feature, garden terraces including a bowling green and a large house
platform. These are part of the ornamental gardens associated with the mansion, B
which form the Scheduled Ancient Monument SAM 30831. East of the farm are .
some earthworks that represent the medieval setflement of Walcot and the original -
Manor House (OA 2004). "
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