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Summary

From the 28th of September to 1st October, Oxford Archaeology East undertook an
archaeological evaluation at land off Setch Road, Setchey, Norfolk (TF 6418 1463).
A total of nineteen trenches were excavated to a length of 50m. The only features
observed were two modern field drains on a north-north-west to south-south-east
alignment. No finds of any date were recovered from the site.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1
1.1.1

1.2
1.21

1.2.2

1.3

1.3.1

1.3.2

1.3.3

Location and scope of work

An archaeological evaluation was conducted at Land off Setch Road, Setchey, Norfolk
(Fig. 1) in advance of a proposed quarry extension. Nineteen 50m x 2m wide trenches
were excavated on a regular grid pattern across the field, comprising a 4% sample of
the development area.

This archaeological evaluation was undertaken in accordance with a Brief issued by
Norfolk County Council (NCC; Pre-Planning), supplemented by a Specification
prepared by OA East.

The work was designed to assist in defining the character and extent of any
archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area, in accordance with
the guidelines set out in National Planning Policy Framework (Department for
Communities and Local Government March 2012). The results will enable decisions to
be made by NCC, on behalf of the Local Planning Authority, with regard to the
treatment of any archaeological remains found.

The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate
county stores in due course.

Geology and topography

The underlying geology of the site comprises Kimmeridge Clay with part of the site lying
on an area with overlying superficial deposits comprising Lowestoft Formation-
Diamicton (http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html/.)

The site lies on a slightly south facing slope, which gently rises from 4m to 10m OD and
is currently under arable cultivation.

Archaeological and historical background

Prehistoric

The site lies in the immediate vicinity of two findspots of Neolithic axe heads. (NHER
16242 and 16243). Two pot-boiler sites have been recorded in the surrounding area
(NHER 23182 and 23592) with further prehistoric finds recovered in the vicinity
consisting of pottery, flints and other pot-boilers, located to the north (NHER 23008)
and south-east (NHER 24100). Cropmarks provisionally dating to the prehistoric period
comprising a ring gully and a curvi-linear ditch have been observed to the east (NHER
42237).

Roman

The area around Middleton would have lain in an inlet on the Roman coastline with the
surroundings being utilised for salt production. Further evidence for occupation include
cropmarks of possible nearby field systems (NHER 44485 and 44487) and it should be
noted that finds of Roman pottery have been collected from the site itself, as part of the
Fenland survey.

Medieval

Medieval pottery was also recovered from the area during fieldwalking (NHER 23817).
The village itself had a possible 12th century Motte and Bailey (NHER 2294) and the
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medieval period saw a continuation in the importance of salt production, with historical
references mentioning salt houses.

Undated

1.3.4 A human skeleton of unknown date was found close to the site during peat cutting
(NHER 17682).

1.4 Acknowledgements

1.4.1  The author would like to thank the clients consultant Stephen Daw for commissioning
the work and Middleton Aggregates' quarry manager Martin Freestone for his
assistance on site. Ken Hamilton of Norfolk county Council monitored the work and
Richard Mortimer of Oxford Archaeology East was the project manager.
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2 Aivs anD MeTHODOLOGY

21
211

2.2
2.2.1

2.2.2

2.2.3
224

2.2.5

2.2.6

Aims
The objective of this evaluation was to determine as far as reasonably possible the

presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of
any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

Methodology

The Brief required that a 4% sample of the proposed development area would be
excavated. This lead to a total of nineteen trenches each measuring 50m in length.

Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision with a
tracked 360 excavator using a toothless ditching bucket.

The site survey was carried out by Dave Brown using a Leica GS08 GPS system.

Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector. Any metal-
detected or hand-collected finds would have been retained for inspection, other than
those which were obviously modern.

Archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma sheets.
Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and colour
and monochrome photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.

Site conditions were good throughout the time on site.
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3 ResuLts

3.1 Introduction

3.1.1  Atotal of nineteen trenches were excavated at land off of Setch Road, Setchey (Fig 2).
These trenches measured 50m in length. Topsoil across the site comprised a mid to
dark grey brown clayey silt, subsoil often varied across the site but in the most part
comprised an orange brown silty clay. The underlying natural substrata comprised a
mix of clays, sands and chalk (Plate 1). All trenches were either on a north-north-west
to south-south-east or east-north-east to west-south-west alignment.

3.2 All trenches

3.2.1 None of the trenches contained pre-modern archaeological features or deposits. Two

modern ditches/drains were excavated (4 and 6), one in trench 17, the other in trench
18. Ditch 4 measured 0.76m wide and 0.38m deep and ditch 6 measured 0.94m wide
and 0.38m deep. They were both on a north-north-west to south-south-east alignment
and both contained modern land drains. Subsoil ranged from 0.14m to 0.33m across
the site and topsoil ranged in depth from 0.21m to 0.45m.
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4 DiscussioN AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1
411

41.2

Discussion and Conclusion

No pre-modern archaeological features or deposits were uncovered during this
evaluation. There is no record of archaeological features having been recorded in the
immediate vicinity however a number of findspots are recorded from the prehistoric,
Roman and medieval periods. It is likely that these finds will have been introduced to
the field surface by manuring.

The nature of the geology and the obvious poor drainage on the site have clearly not
been conducive to direct settlement and it is likely that the land has principally been
under pasture, with occasional periods of cultivation. The site is located on the clay
slope between the sandstone high points sitting at approximately 39m OD and the flat
floodplains of the Nar Valley at 2m OD. Prehistoric settlement is known at Blackborough
end (Moan 2014) located on a ridge with the Nar valley to the south and a former river
to the north where the geology comprises Sedimentary Carstone Formation
(Sandstone) (http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html). The Fenland
Survey Project has also recorded an extensive number of archaeological finds along
the Nar Valley (Hall 1994).
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ApPPENDIX A. TReENcH DescriPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY

Trench 1
General description Orientation ENE-WSW
Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil Width (m) 2
overlying a natural of clay
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.4 |Topsall - -
2 Layer - 0.2 | Subsaoll - -
3 Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 2
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil Width (m) >
overlying a clay natural
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.35 | Topsoil - -
2 Layer - 0.2 | Subsoil - -
3 Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 3
General description Orientation ENE-WSW
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil Width (m) 2
overlying a clay natural
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.25 | Topsoil - -
Layer - 0.3 |Subsoil - -
Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 4
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil Avg. depth (m) 0.46
overlying a clay natural Width (m) 2
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Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.29 |Topsoil - -
Layer - 0.17 | Subsoll - -
Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 5
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
. _ _ _ Avg. depth (m) 0.55
'(I)'\r/eerglc):lfiwn(;e;/?g;g:z?aalt.aology. Consists of topsoil and subsail Width (m) 2
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
Layer - 0.35 | Topsoil - -
Layer - 0.2 | Subsoil - -
Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 6
General description Orientation ENE-WSW
Avg. depth (m) 0.65
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil Width (m) >
overlying a clay natural
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.32 | Topsoil - -
Layer - 0.33 | Subsoil - -
Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 7
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
Avg. depth (m) 0.63
Trench devoiq of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsail Width (m) 2
overlying a mixed clay and sand natural
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.33 | Topsoil - -
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Layer - 0.3 | Subsall - -
Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 8
General description Orientation ENE-WSW
Avg. depth (m) 0.66
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil Width (m) >
overlying a clay natural
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.45 |Topsoil - -
Layer - 0.21 |Subsall - -
Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 9
General description Orientation ENE-WSW
Avg. depth (m) 0.59
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil Width (m) >
overlying a clay natural
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.36 | Topsoil - -
Layer - 0.21 | Subsoil - -
Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 10
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
. _ _ _ Avg. depth (m) 0.58
ey oo of opsoland ub5ol i ) :
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.45 | Topsoil - -
Layer - 0.14 |Subsoll - -
Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 11
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
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Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Trench dev0|q of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsail Width (m) >
overlying a mix of sand and clay natural
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.29 | Topsoil - -
Layer - 0.21 | Subsoil - -
Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 12
General description Orientation ENE-WSW
Avg. depth (m) 0.54
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil Width (m) 2
overlying a natural of sand and clay
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.33 | Topsoil - -
Layer - 0.22 |Subsoll - -
Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 13
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
Avg. depth (m) 0.63
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil Width (m) >
overlying a sand and clay natural
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.38 | Topsoil - -
Layer - 0.24 | Subsoll - -
Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 14
General description Orientation ENE-WSW
Avg. depth (m) 0.57
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil Width (m) 2
overlying a natural of sand and clay
Length (m) 50

Contexts
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context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.37 | Topsoil - -
Layer - 0.2 | Subsall - -
Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 15
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
Avg. depth (m) 0.49
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsail -
. : Width (m) 2
overlying a mixed natural of chalk, sand and clay
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.21 | Topsoil - -
Layer - 0.28 |Subsoil - -
3 Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 16
General description Orientation ENE-WSW
Avg. depth (m) 0.59
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil Width (m) >
overlying a natural of sand and clay
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.39 | Topsoil - -
Layer - 0.16 | Subsoil - -
Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 17
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsail Avg. depth (m) 0.61
overlying sand and clay natural. A modern linear containing a pipe Width (m) 2
was uncovered. Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.41 | Topsoil - -
Layer - 0.25 |Subsoil - -
3 Layer - - Natural - -
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Cut 0.76 0.38 |Land Drain - Modern
5 Fill 0.76 0.38 |Land Drain - Modern
Trench 18
General description Orientation ENE-WSW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsail Avg. depth (m) 0.58
overlying a mix of sand, chalk and clay natural. Trench contained a |Width (m) 2
modern drainage ditch Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.38 | Topsoil - -
2 Layer - 0.2 | Subsoil - -
3 Layer - - Natural - -
6 Cut 0.94 0.38 |Land drain - Modern
7 Fill 0.94 0.38 |Land drain - Modern
Trench 19
General description Orientation NNW-SSE
Avg. depth (m) 0.56
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil Width (m) >
overlying a chalk, sand and clay natural
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.29 | Topsoil - -
Layer - 0.27 | Subsoil - -
Layer - - Natural - -
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Plate 2: Trench 19, looking south south-east
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