Archaeological Remains af
Crows Parlour, Chapel Lane

Fowlmere, Cambridgeshire

Archaeological
Evaluation Report

oxford :
.(' ‘q{'\l
east

September 2016

Client: Robert & Annette Mill

OA East Report No: 1972
OASIS No: oxfordar3-260956
NGR: TL 4244 4565



Archaeological Remains at Crows Parlour, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere,

Cambridgeshire

Archaeological Evaluation

By Helen Stocks-Morgan BSc ACIfA
Editor: Aileen Connor BA ACIfA
lllustrator: Charlotte Walton BA MPhil MCIfA

Report Date: August 2016

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 1 of 15

Report Number 1972



O _

15 0)
\Eak

east

5

Report Number:
Site Name:
HER Event No:
Date of Works:
Client Name:
Planning Ref:
Grid Ref:

Site Code:

Finance Code:

Receiving Body:

Accession No:

Prepared by:
Position:
Date:

Checked by:
Position:
Date:
Signed:

Disclaimer

1972

Crows Parlour (aka Chapel Lane), Fowlmere, Cambridgeshire
ECB 4789

August 2016

Robert & Annette Mill
S/0453/16/FL

TL 4244 4565
FOWCRP16
FOWCRP16

CCC Stores
FOWCRP16

Helen Stocks-Morgan
Project Officer
23/09/16

Name

Job title
Date

This document has been prepared for the titled project or named part thereof and should not be relied upon
or used for any other project without an independent check being carried out as to its suitability and prior
written authority of Oxford Archaeology being obtained. Oxford Archaeology accepts no responsibility or
liability for the consequences of this document being used for a purpose other than the purposes for which
it was commissioned. Any person/party using or relying on the document for such other purposes agrees
and will by such use or reliance be taken to confirm their agreement to indemnify Oxford Archaeology for all
loss or damage resulting therefrom. Oxford Archaeology accepts no responsibility or liability for this
document to any party other than the person/party by whom it was commissioned.

Oxford Archaeology East,
15 Trafalgar Way,

Bar Hill,
Cambridge,
CB23 8SQ

t: 01223 850500
f: 01223 850599

e: oaeast@thehumanjourney.net
w: http://thehumanjourney.net/oaeast

© Oxford Archaeology East 2011
Oxford Archaeology Limited is a Registered Charity No: 285627

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 2 of 15 Report Number 1972



Table of Contents

S L1114 T 7 5
1 INtrodUCHION. ... 7
1.1 Location and SCOPE Of WOIK........oouiiiiiiiiiiii e 7
1.2 Geology and tOPOGraPNY ... ..cooiiiiie e 7
1.3 Archaeological and historical background...............cooiiiiiiiii e 7
1.4 ACKNOWIEAGEMENTS .. ..t 8
2 Aims and Methodology ... rr s e e e e e s s e s e s s s e e s nmn s e e e nmnnnnnss 9
200t T {0 - USSP 9
P72 Y/ =Y g o T o] [T )V 20U 9
3 RESUIES...cueeeeeiiii e 10
3.1 INrOAUCTION. ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeaes 10
3.2 TIENCN Tttt 10
3.3 FiNAS SUMMAIY......oiiiiiiiiiii it et e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e et e eeaees 10
4 DiscusSion and CONCIUSIONS.......cccuiiiiiuiiiieeiirrerrrrsssr s rrnsssrrrnssrresnssreensssanssnssennss 11
g B B 1= Tot U 11 o] o DT PP PPPPPTR 11
4.2 ReCOMMENAATIONS. ... ..uiiiiiiiiiiiei ettt e e e e e e e e e e 11
Appendix A. Trench Descriptions and Context Inventory.........cccccoimimiiiiicciiieccn e, 12
2N 'o o T=Y 2 o [ = T =13 To FS0 2= o o o £ 12
B POt Y. e 12
FaN'o] o T=Y o o 1 QO =11 o1 1o o -1 ] 4 ) /78 13
Appendix D. OASIS RepPOrt FOrM......o i s s s e s s e 14

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 3 of 15 Report Number 1972




List of Figures
Fig. 1 Site location map
Fig. 2 Trench Plan

List of Plates
Plate 1 pits 9 and 11, looking from south-west

Plate 2 Ditch 4, looking from south-west

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 4 of 15 Report Number 1972



Summary

On the 10st of August 2016 Oxford Archaeology East carried out an archaeological
evaluation at Crows Parlour, 80 — 86 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Cambridgeshire (TL
4244 4565). The work took place to inform a planning application for the
construction of a new bungalow.

The trial trenching revealed a series of intercutting pits which are undated. It is
thought that these pits may have been the result of a managed muck heap. A further
undated north to south ditch was recorded within the trench which is interpreted to
have been a small boundary ditch.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1

1.1.1

1.2
1.21

1.2.2

1.3
1.3.1

1.3.2

1.3.3

1.3.4

Location and scope of work

An archaeological evaluation was conducted at Crows Parlour, 80 — 86 Chapel Lane,
Fowlmere, Cambridgeshire (Grid ref: TL 4244 4565, See Fig. 1 for site location).

This archaeological evaluation was undertaken in accordance with a Brief issued by
Gemma Stewart of Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC; Planning Application
S/0453/16/FL), supplemented by a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared by OA East
(Macaulay, 2016).

The evaluation was located adjacent to a scheduled ancient monument known as
Crows Parlour, which is a medieval moated site. A watching brief was conducted in
2015 on works to reconstruct the moat and is detailed in a separate report (Stocks-
Morgan, 2015).

The work was designed to assist in defining the character and extent of any
archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area, in accordance with
the guidelines set out in National Planning Policy Framework (Department for
Communities and Local Government March 2012). The results will enable decisions to
be made by CCC, on behalf of the Local Planning Authority, with regard to the
treatment of any archaeological remains found.

The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate
county stores in due course.

Geology and topography

The site lies on a bedrock of Zag chalk formation, with no overlying substrate recorded
(British Geological Survey 1995).

The area comprises grassland to the north of the moat, with the moated enclosure itself
partially wooded. It is relatively flat at 25m OD and is located on the eastern side of the
river Shep, located on the eastern side of the site.

Archaeological and historical background

The following archaeological and historical background is based on that within the
Design Brief (Poppy 2015).

Prehistoric occupation has been recorded in the vicinity of the site with a Palaeolithic
flint scraper recovered along Chapel Lane (MCB 11694). Further flint scatters have
been found to the south-west (MCB 16114). Archaeological evidence for later
prehistoric occupation in the form of ditches have been recorded along the high street
(MCB 11138A) which date to the Iron Age.

Evidence for Roman occupation is limited to the occasional find spot, such as the coin
found at 0.5km to the south-west (MCB 16115).

The medieval settlement of Fowlmere was originally centred on the church of St Marys
and the manor complex immediately to the south, known as the Round Mound (MCB
1621).
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1.3.5

1.3.6

1.3.7

1.3.8

1.4
1.41

1.4.2

To the south of the settlement core lies a further moated site known as Crows Parlour,
which was constructed between the 12th to 14th centuries and is an indication of the
owners wealth and status.

The moated site is depicted as an old enclosure on a tithe map dated 1847 (not
illustrated), at which time it contained pasture and was surrounded by water on all but
the southern side. The site is apparently unexcavated, although the northern and
western arms of the moat were partially re-cut prior to 1903.

This moated site lies immediately next to the Site and has an archaeological watching
brief the moat was conducted in 2015 (CHER 4395) as part of these building works.
This work oversaw the removal of modern infill within the moat The extents of the
original moat were mapped along the northern and eastern arms but subsequent
boundary changes meant that the south-west corner lies outside the scope of works.
The original moat infill was left in situ and therefore was not visible to record.

Fowlmere is recorded as Fuelmere in Domesday, meaning 'wild birds mere'.

Acknowledgements

The author would like to thank Robert Mills who commissioned and funded the
archaeological work.

In addition to the author, the survey was undertaken by Charlotte Walton. The project
was managed by Stephen Macaulay. The brief for archaeological works was written by
Gemma Stewart of Cambridgeshire County Council, who visited the site and monitored
the archaeological works.
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2 Aivs AND MeTHODOLOGY
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211

2.2
2.21

222

2.2.3
2.24

2.2.5

2.2.6

Aims
The objective of this evaluation was to establish the character, date, state of

preservation of archaeological remains within the proposed development area. The
scheme of works detailed below aims to:

- to establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains on the site,
characterise where they are found (location, depth and extent), and establish the
quality of preservation of any archaeology and environmental remains

- to provide sufficient coverage to establish the form, date and purpose of any
archaeological deposits

- to provide sufficient coverage to evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the
possible presence of masking deposits

- to set results in the local, regional, and national archaeological context and, in
particular, its wider cultural landscape and past environmental conditions

- to provide, in the event that archaeological remains are found, sufficient information to
construct an archaeological mitigation strategy, dealing with preservation, the recording
of archaeological deposits, working practices, timetables, and orders of cost.

Methodology

In accordance with the Brief (Stewart 2016) and WSI (Macaulay 2016) a programme of
trial trenching was undertaken within the footprints of a proposed new residential
building prior to its construction.

Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision with a
tracked JCB-type excavator using a toothless ditching bucket.

The site survey was carried out using a Leica 1200 GPS fitted with Smartnet.

Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned where appropriate with a metal
detector. All metal-detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection,
other than those which were obviously modern.

All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma
sheets. Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and
colour and monochrome photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.

The fieldwork was undertaken in dry and sunny conditions.
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3 REesuLts

3.1
3.11

3.1.2

3.2
3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

3.2.4

3.2.5

3.3
3.3.1

Introduction

The topsoil (1) across the site consisted of a dark grey brown clayey silt which
contained occasional sub-rounded stones. Subsoil (2) was made up of a mid greyish
brown clayey silt. Natural geology was encountered c¢.0.4m below modern ground
level.

Unless otherwise stated, no datable finds were recovered from features. A list of
relevant trench depths and related context data can be found in Appendix A.

Trench 1

At the north-western end of the trench a large area of dark brownish grey clayey silt (5)
was encountered measuring 5.8m in length. The trench was extended by two arms to
the north-east, perpendicular to the original line of the trench in order to ascertain the
extent and form of this deposit. On the surface the deposit appeared sub-circular and
measured at least 5.8m long and 4m wide. Three slots were placed within this spread
and revealed a series of at least three intercutting pits described below.

The slot at the north-eastern end of the deposit revealed a shallow sub-circular pit (9)
which measured 1.3m in diameter. This pit had shallow sides a flattish base which was
0.15m deep. The fill comprised a dark brownish grey clayey silt (8).

Immediately to the south-west of pit 9 was another very shallow sub-circular pit (11)
which was 1.4m in diameter. The pit had very gradually sloping sides and a flat base, it
was 0.05m deep. It was filled by a dark greyish brown clayey silt (10).

The most south-westerly pit (7) of this series measured at least 1.25m in diameter. This
pit had near vertical sides and a flat base and was 0.7m deep. It was initially filled with
a 0.5m thick dark brownish black clay silt (6), which had a high content of desiccated
organic material and contained a sherd of late medieval pottery. This was overlain by
dark brownish grey clayey silt (5) which was 0.2m thick.

Towards the centre of the original trench lay a north to south aligned ditch (4) which
was 0.8m wide. The eastern side of this ditch was steep and the western side of the
ditch was gradual. The base of the ditch was concave and it measured 0.24m in depth.
The fill comprised a dark greyish black clayey silt (3).

Finds Summary
One sherd of pottery, weighing 3g was recovered from pit fill 6.
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4 DiscussioN AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1
411

41.2

413

414

4.1.5

4.2
4.2.1

Discussion

At the north-western end of the trench lay a series of intercutting pits (7, 9, 11) which
are thought to be contemporaneous and dug for the same undefined purpose. The only
datable find was a small heavily abraded sherd of late medieval pottery found from the
lower fill of pit 7, which is not conclusive enough to confidently date these features as it
could easily have been incorporated into the pit fill accidentally and at a much later
date.

The most diagnostic feature of these pits was the composition of the pit fills which seem
to have included a large amount of desiccated 'peat like' organic material. This may
originally have been manure or compost. The pits could, therefore, have been dug as
planting holes, backfilled with organic material to aid the growth of plants, however, one
would expect a more regular lay out rather than them being intercutting if this is the
case. Another possibility is that they represent the base of compost or manure heaps
and that the pit-like effect was caused by regularly digging out the compost or manure
for use elsewhere.

It is possible that the deeper pit may have originally been dug to quarry the chalk, which
is commonly used to make soil less acidic (soil liming) and then subsequently backfilled
with general waste material or that this pit was dug specifically to deposit waste
material.

A north to south ditch (4) was encountered in the middle of the trench. Given that the
ditch was relatively small, being 0.5m wide and 0.24m deep it is most likely that this
acted either a drainage ditch or as a small boundary ditch, or fulfilled both functions. It
is currently undated however it is unlikely to have been associated with the medieval
moat as its north to south alignment does not bear any relationship with it or to the
surrounding roads / field systems, which are thought to have originated in the medieval
period. However, its alignment does coincide with the extents of layer 5, and it is
possible that the ditch was associated with the intercutting pits, perhaps forming a
boundary to a managed 'muck' heap.

There is little evidence to associate these pits with the moated enclosure immediately
to the south, with the suggestion that these pits are of a later date and may relate to
garden activity occurring by the road side, to the north-west.

Recommendations

Recommendations for any future work based upon this report will be made by the
County Archaeology Office.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 11 of 15 Report Number 1972



o (S0

east

ApPPENDIX A. TReENcH DescriPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY

Trench 1

General description Orientation NW-SE
Avg. depth (m) 0.45

'érenqh contaiqed one ditch and a _series of three intercutting pits. Width (m) 200

onsists of soil and subsoil overlying a natural of chalk.

Length (m) 10.30

Contexts

context type Width | Depth comment finds date

no (m) (m)

1 Layer - 0.28 | Topsoil - -

2 Layer - 0.22 |Subsoll - -

3 Fill 0.8 0.24 | Fill of Ditch 4 - -

4 Cut 0.8 0.24 |Ditch - -

5 Fill 1.25 0.2 |Fillof Pit7 - -

6 Fill 1.25 0.5 Fill of Pit 7 pottery Late medieval

7 Cut 1.25 0.7 |Pit - -

8 Fill 1.2 0.15 |Fillof Pit9 - -

9 Cut 1.2 0.15 |Pit - -

10 Fill 1.4 0.05 |Fill of Pit 11 - -

11 Cut 1.4 0.05 |Pit - -

AprpPeENDIX B. FiNDs REPORTS

B.1 Pottery

B.1.1  One sherd of heavily abraded late medieval coarseware was recovered from the lower
fill of pit 7 (context 6).
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Figure 1: Site location showing archaeological trench (black) in development area (red)




N
50 m

g 2
¥ ¥ Key N
o 20.4;1{710D )

: : |:| Limit of excavation
| |

| [

! 20':577@0[) ‘ Break of slope

| |

: : 141 Cut number

| |

: : D Spread

| |

| | .

‘ 20.76mOD ‘ ED Archaeological feature
| VAN |

| | —-—- Truncated

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

—————— T mm——————————— - - - —— = - m——————— - — - - - — - - — - — — - 245650

1:100

20.57mOD

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2016. All rights reserved. Centremaps reference 10001998

Figure 2: Plan of evaluation trench
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