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Summary 

Between 16th and 23rd January 2018 Oxford Archaeology East (OAE) carried 
out a trenched evaluation on the former Perkins Engines Site, Newark Road, 
Fengate, Peterborough (TF 2138 0030; Fig. 1). The land that encompasses the 
proposed residential and commercial development was c.4.4 ha of scrubland 
extending to the east of the current Perkins Engines factory. A geophysical 
survey of the proposed development was carried out by Magnitude Surveys 
(Harris 2017) which found the area was heavily disturbed and showed no clear 
geophysical anomalies. Therefore, the evaluation comprised the excavation of 
twenty 50m x 2m trenches laid out on a standard grid.  

Archaeological remains were revealed within the southern half of the 
development area, with evidence for a rectilinear field system on a north-east 
to south-west/north-west to south-east axis being uncovered. A single pit was 
also found which contained the cremated remains of one individual within the 
lower backfill. Another field system on a more north to south/east to west axis 
was also recorded in three trenches. 

Within the northern half of the development area evidence was sparser, with 
occasional shallow ditches on a similar alignment to those in the south, two 
postholes and a number of tree throws being uncovered. Significant modern 
truncation and contamination was found within the central belt of trenches, 
which had impacted upon the archaeological horizon. 

The dating of many of these features is difficult, due to the lack of datable 
artefacts within them. The main rectilinear field system is similar in its alignment 
with the known Middle Bronze Age field system within the local landscape, and 
the cremation probably dates to the same period. Ditches relating to the other 
field system are also poorly dated, but are most probably Romano-British in 
origin. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Scope of work 
1.1.1 Oxford Archaeology East (OAE) was commissioned by Cross Keys Homes Ltd to 

undertake a trial trench evaluation at the site of the former Perkins Engines Site, 
Newark Road, Fengate, Peterborough. (TF 2138 0030; Fig. 1).  

1.1.2 A Heritage Impact Assessment was undertaken for the site in 2017 by KDK Archaeology 
Ltd that indicated a high archaeological potential for prehistoric remains within the 
development area (Shlasko 2017). A geophysical survey of the site was carried out by 
Magnitude Surveys (Harris 2017, Appendix E) which found the area was heavily 
disturbed and showed no clear geophysical anomalies. Other recent archaeological 
fieldwork has also been undertaken nearby in respect to previous redevelopment of 
surrounding land (Rees 2014, Nicholson 2012; Fig. 2) which has found evidence for 
archaeological features spanning the prehistoric period. 

1.1.3 The work was undertaken to inform the Planning Authority in advance of a submission 
of a Planning Application (planning ref. PAMAJ/17/00111 and PAMAJ/17/00112). A 
brief was set by Rebecca Casa-Hatton of Peterborough City Council Archaeological 
Service (PCC/AS) outlining the Local Authority’s requirements for work necessary to 
inform the planning process. A written scheme of investigation was produced by OA 
detailing the methods by which OA proposed to meet the requirements of the brief 
(Wiseman 2017).  

1.2 Location, topography and geology 
1.2.1 The site is located within the urban reach of Peterborough, c. 2km east of the River 

Nene (Fig. 1). The site covers c. 4.4ha on a level area of grass covered land with some 
areas of scrub and tarmac at approximately 4.5m OD. The site is bounded by roads and 
light industrial units and car parks to the south and west, with residential development 
along Newark Road to the east, and Marriott Court to the north.  

1.2.2 The underlying bedrock geology of the site comprises the Kellaway Clay Member –
mudstone with no superficial deposits shown to be present (www.bgs.ac.uk/ 
discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/viewer.html, accessed 25th January 2018). 
Upon excavation of the trenches, superficial deposits of terrace gravel deposits were 
recorded across the development area, forming the geology that archaeological 
features cut. 

1.3 Archaeological and historical background 
1.3.1 The archaeological and historical background of the site is discussed in the desk-based 

assessment (Schasko 2017) and a summary of this is found below. 

Prehistoric 

1.3.2 Early prehistoric finds from the area include Mesolithic and Neolithic artefacts (PCHER 
2977; 51198 and 51199) as well as Neolithic and Early Bronze Age features (mostly in 
the form of tree throws containing small assemblages of pottery and flint). Early  
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Bronze Age barrow sites are well attested to within the locality, with three examples 
being located within 400m east of the subjects site (HERs 3002, 3111, 50420). 

1.3.3 The vast majority of known heritage assets within the area are of Bronze Age date (Fig. 
2). The surrounding landscape during this period was a patchwork of field system 
ditches, trackways, rectilinear enclosures and associated settlement features 
comprising pits, postholes and watering holes. The nationally significant Flag Fen site 
is located 2km south-east of the subject site, where a timber causeway and associated 
structures were preserved by the formation of peat during the 2nd millennium BC 
(Pryor 2001). 

1.3.4 The Middle Bronze Age activity is evident in other recent archaeological works 
undertaken in the vicinity: immediately south of the subject site, excavations at The 
Broadlands (HER51246; Nicholson 2012) revealed evidence for the extensive Fengate 
Bronze Age field system, known to extend down to the adjacent fen-edge east of the 
site. Further south from this excavation, on the former Perkins Engine Site (south) 
evaluation and excavation (HER54005; Rees 2014) also found evidence for this field 
system. At the Broadlands site, a second set of ditches forming an enclosure on a 
different alignment to the Middle Bronze Age field system was phased to the Late 
Bronze Age/Early Iron Age. 

1.3.5 Other Late Bronze Age/ Early Iron Age activity in the vicinity includes Iron Age 
settlement and early Iron Age cremations located 1km south-west of the subject site 
(Hawkes & Fell 1945). 

Roman, Post-Roman and Modern Activity  

1.3.6 Romano-British settlement is attested to within the vicinity by findspots located 300-
500m north-west of the development area (Fig. 2) and the scheduled monument Car 
Dyke is located approximately 600m to the west (SM35725). 

1.3.7 During the Late Roman/Early Post-Roman period a layer of plough soil was identified 
at the Broadlands site, which sealed the earlier phases. Post-medieval and modern pits 
and ditches cut this earlier soil. 

1.3.8 Cartographic evidence suggests the surrounding area was part of the open fields of 
Newark, a small hamlet during the medieval period located 400m north of the site. 
The 1821 Enclosure map shows the site divided into four plots, one of which was a 
gravel pit in the east along Newark Road. By the time the 1889 Ordnance Survey map 
was produced, the area was divided into two fields. By 1971 the area was part of sports 
facilities owned by Perkins Engines which included tennis courts, a pavilion and 
parking area and a range of other buildings. By the end of the 20th century the original 
pavilion was demolished and a new, larger, pavilion built. By 2008 the Sports 
Association closed and the buildings were subsequently demolished. 
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2 EVALUATION AIMS AND METHODOLOGY 
2.1 Aims 
2.1.1 The project aims and objectives were as follows: 

i. To determine or confirm the general nature of any remains present. 
ii. To determine or confirm the approximate date or date range of any remains, 

by means of artefactual or other evidence. 
iii. Assess the impact of modern truncation on any surviving archaeological 

remains 
iv. To provide sufficient information to construct an archaeological mitigation 

strategy, dealing with the preservation and recording of any features found. 

2.2 Methodology 
2.2.1 A total of 20 x 50m long trenches were excavated in a grid pattern across the 

development area. None were targeting geophysical anomalies, due to the poor 
results of the survey.  

2.2.2 All trenches were opened by an 18 tonne 360-type tracked excavator, to a depth where 
the horizon of either archaeological deposits or geology was reached. In certain 
trenches, significant modern truncation and contamination was encountered; when 
this was found excavation was stopped if geology was not reached after a depth of 
1.2m.  

2.2.3 All archaeological features were hand excavated, drawn and photographed by 
professional archaeologists and all finds retained unless identified as being modern in 
date. Metal detecting was undertaken across the excavated material and bucket 
sampling (90 litres of soil) was also undertaken to quantify any archaeological objects 
found within the topsoil and subsoil. This was not undertaken on trenches which were 
found to contain modern and/or contaminated material.  

2.2.4 Environmental samples were taken for flotation processing to look for any charred or 
mineralised ecofacts (plant remains). These samples were taken from most features to 
evaluate their ecofactual potential. Any features seen to have a high charcoal content 
during excavation were also sampled. 

2.2.5 Archaeological features and excavated slots were recorded was using a Lecia GS08 GPS 
with Smartnet capabilities.  
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3 RESULTS 
3.1 Introduction and presentation of results 
3.1.1 The results of the evaluation are presented below by trench number; trenches that 

were found to contain archaeological remains are described, including a stratigraphic 
description of the remains. Trenches containing no archaeological remains, or those 
which were impacted by significant modern truncation are not described. The full 
details of all trenches with dimensions and depths of all deposits can be found in 
Appendix A.  

3.1.2 All trenches were 50m long, 2m wide and on a north-north-west to south-south-east 
or east-north-east to west-south-west alignment in a grid pattern to ensure best 
coverage of the development area. Trench alignments are detailed in Appendix A and 
can be seen on Fig. 2. 

3.2 General soils and ground conditions 
3.2.1 The soil sequence between trenches in the southern half of the subject site was fairly 

uniform. The natural geology of sands and gravels was overlain by a sandy clay subsoil 
(c. 0.3m), which in turn was overlain by loamy topsoil (c. 0.3m). However, the sequence 
within the northern half of the area was variable. The more central trenches (7, 8, 9, 
11 and 13) were all found to be heavily contaminated with diesel and significant 
modern overburden had developed over the original ground level (Plate 1), with the 
four trenches being found to be at least 1.2m in depth before encountering clean, 
natural geology. Similarly, significant modern truncation has occurred in many of the 
trenches, with the original level of the natural geology being disturbed by the 
construction of previous buildings within the area. The northern-most trenches (1 to 
6) were also found to have modern overburden overlying the original ground level, 
although no contamination was found, with natural geology encountered at 
approximately 0.8m to 1.2m below current ground level.  Full depths of overburden 
within each trench can be found in Appendix A.  

3.2.2 Ground conditions throughout the evaluation were generally good, with free draining 
geology within the majority of trenches. The exception to this were the trenches 
located within the footprint of previous modern structures; where the significant 
ground contamination in the form of diesel was noted and standing water stayed 
within the trenches after rainfall.   

3.2.3 Where the geology had not been disturbed by later activity, archaeological features, 
where present, were easy to identify against the underlying geology of sands and 
gravels. 

3.3 Bucket Sampling & Metal Detecting 
3.3.1 The results of the bucket sampling were extremely poor. No finds of archaeological 

interest were recovered from the trenches it was undertaken on (all apart from those 
disturbed by modern truncation), with only occasional modern ceramics and ironwork 
being recovered and subsequently discarded on-site.  
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3.3.2 Similarly, metal detecting the excavated spoil and trenches resulted in no finds of 
archaeological interest. The significant amounts of modern material within the 
overburden also hampered the metal detecting. 

3.4 General distribution of archaeological deposits 
3.4.1 Archaeological features were present in 12 trenches (3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 12, 14, 15 & 17 to 

19).  Trench 2 contained two undated tree throws, whilst the remaining trenches were 
either devoid of archaeology (Trenches 1, 16 & 20) or the modern 
truncation/contamination had severely impacted what would have been the 
archaeological horizon (Fig. 3: Trenches 7, 8, 9, 11 & 13). Trenches 12 and 15 also had 
some form of modern truncation or contamination within parts of the trench (Plate 
2). 

3.4.2 Generally, the results suggest two phases of rectilinear field system within the 
southern half of the development area and a small amount of similar activity surviving 
within the north-east corner, whilst modern activity has significantly impacted the 
archaeological horizon within the central band of the development area. 

3.5 Northern Archaeological Activity 
3.5.1 Activity within the northern-most trenches was sparse (Fig. 4), seen in the form of a 

number of shallow ditches, a pair of postholes and a few tree throws. As previously 
stated, Trench 1 contained no archaeological features and trenches 7, 8 and 9 were 
heavily truncated and contaminated with diesel, although two ditches did survive 
within the contaminated ground in Trench 7. 

Trench 2 

3.5.2 Located near the northern boundary of the area, natural geology was found at a depth 
of 0.9m, overlain by 0.4m of subsoil and 0.5m of topsoil. No features of archaeological 
interest were found within the trench, although two undated tree throw features were 
recorded in the eastern third of the trench, one of which was truncated by a modern 
drain. No finds were recovered from either feature. 

Trench 3 

3.5.3 East of Trench 2, natural geology was found at a depth of 0.6m within this trench, 
overlain by 0.3m of subsoil and 0.3m of topsoil. A single possible ditch terminus (23) 
was recorded within the trench on a north-east to south-west alignment and 
measuring 0.95m wide, 0.27m deep, with a wide U-shaped profile. The mid brownish 
grey silty clay fill (24) contained moderate gravel inclusions and no finds although a 
single charred seed of knotgrass was recovered from the environmental sample. It is 
possible this ditch may in fact represent the remains of a tree throw extending beyond 
the trench due to its quite irregular shape in plan. 

Trench 4 

3.5.4 Parallel to and east of Trench 3, natural geology was found at a depth between 0.8m 
and 1.2m within this trench, overlain by 0.4m of subsoil and between 0.4m to 0.8m of 
made ground consisting of gravel, concrete, brick and topsoil. A north-east to south-
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west aligned ditch terminus (29) and two postholes (25 & 27) were revealed along with 
a modern ditch and concrete lined drain. 

3.5.5 Located at the northern end of the trench, the boundary ditch terminus (29) was 
0.85m wide, 0.22m deep with a wide U-shaped profile, infilled with a mid brownish 
grey silty clay (30) that contained rare gravel and flint inclusions. No finds were 
recovered.  

3.5.6 Towards the central southern end of the trench, postholes 25 and 27 may be 
suggestive of a structure within the vicinity. Postholes 25 was the southern-most of 
the two and measured 0.49m in diameter and 0.12m deep with a U-shaped profile. 
The backfill (27) was a mid brownish grey silty clay that contained rare charcoal 
inclusions. Posthole 27 was slightly larger at 0.68m diameter and 0.25m depth. The 
backfill (28) was a mid brownish grey silty clay that contained rare charcoal inclusions. 
No finds were recovered from either feature. 

3.5.7 The modern ditch and concrete drain were located within the centre of the trench. 
Willow pattern pottery fragments were noted within the upper fill of the ditch. 

Trench 5 

3.5.8 Near to the north-west corner of the site, south of Trench 1, this trench was found to 
contain a single ditch (10). The natural geology was uncovered at a depth of 0.8m, 
overlain by 0.4m of subsoil and 0.4m of topsoil. The ditch (10, Fig. 6, S.1) was 0.52m 
wide and 0.3m deep with a U-shaped profile, infilled with a mid brownish grey silty 
clay that contained rare charcoal inclusions (11). Again, no finds were recovered and 
the sample contained no preserved ecofacts. 

Trench 6 

3.5.9 To the east of Trench 5, the natural geology was uncovered at a depth of 0.8m within 
this trench, overlain by 0.3m of subsoil and 0.5m of made ground consisting of gravels, 
concrete and brick. Two undated ditch terminals were recorded along with two tree 
throws. 

3.5.10 Within the centre of the trench, the two tree throws were irregularly shaped in plan, 
0.6m to 1.05m in diameter and 0.12m to 0.23m deep. No finds were found within their 
brown silty clay fills. 

3.5.11 At the western end of the trench, ditch terminus 12 (Fig. 6, S.2) was on a north-west 
to south-east alignment and measured 0.44m wide and 0.12m deep with a wide U-
shaped profile. The secondary fill was a mid greyish brown clayey silt with rare gravel 
inclusions. No finds were recovered. 

3.5.12 To the east, on the same alignment as the previous feature, ditch terminus 14 (Fig. 6, 
S.3) was 0.35m wide and 0.18m deep with a U-shaped profile, infilled with a mid 
greyish brown clayey silt that contained occasional gravel inclusions and no finds. 

Trench 7 

3.5.13 Within the contaminated ‘belt’ in the central trenches, this western trench was dug to 
a depth of 0.9m, at which depth natural geology was met, although it was heavily 
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contaminated with diesel. This geology was overlain by 0.4m of contaminated subsoil 
and 0.5m of made ground consisting of hardcore, concrete and brick. Two ditches were 
uncovered within the trench, one on a north-east to south-west alignment and the 
other north-west to south-east. Neither were excavated due to the contamination. 

3.6 Southern Archaeological Activity 
3.6.1 There was less impact from modern development activity within the southern half of 

the area (Fig. 5), which had been left as a cricket pitch during the modern period. 
Because of this, in most of the trenches, the geology was sealed by a layer of subsoil 
0.3m to 0.4m thick, in turn overlain by poor quality topsoil 0.3m to 0.4m thick, unless 
otherwise stated in the trench descriptions.  

3.6.2 Archaeological remains were more common within the southern half of the 
development area, possibly due to this lack of a modern impact on the archaeological 
horizon. Several boundary ditches on a north-east to south-west/north-west to south-
east axis were revealed, along with a further system of boundaries on a north to 
south/east to west axis. The most significant feature recorded was that of a large 
cremation pit within Trench 14, which contained the cremated remains of a single 
individual in its lower backfill. 

3.6.3 Within this southern half of the development area, Trenches 16 and 20 were devoid 
of archaeology, Trenches 11 and 13 were heavily disturbed by modern activity and 
Trenches 10, 12, 14, 15, 17, 18 & 19 contained archaeological features.  

Trench 10 

3.6.4 East of the subject sites western boundary, and north of Trench 14, this trench (Plate 
3) was found to contain a single ditch at its southern-most end, on a north-east to 
south-west alignment. This ditch (21; Fig. 6, S.5) measured 1.04m wide and 0.28m 
deep with a wide-U-shaped profile. The mid brownish grey silty clay secondary fill (22) 
contained occasional charcoal and gravel inclusions.  

Trench 12 

3.6.5 West of, and parallel with, the development area’s eastern boundary, this trench 
contained a single ditch on a north-east to south-west alignment. It’s northern-most 
10m was also impacted by modern truncation, which was at least 1m deep.  

3.6.6 The north-east to south-west aligned ditch (33) measured 1.55m wide and 0.57m deep 
with a U-shaped profile. The sole fill (34) consisted of a mid to dark greyish brown silty 
clay, the lower horizon of which contained moderate gravel inclusions. No finds were 
recovered.  

Trench 14 

3.6.7 South of Trench 10, this trench contained three ditches and a single, large, cremation 
pit. Two of the ditches (49 & 52) were on a north-west to south-east alignment whilst 
the third (19) was aligned north to south.  
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3.6.8 Located at the western end of the trench, cremation pit 16 (Fig. 6, S.4, Plate 4) 
measured 0.88m wide and 0.3m deep, with a flat base and near vertical sides. The 
lower backfill (17) consisted of a very dark bluish grey clayey silt that contained 
common charcoal and moderate cremated bone inclusions. Upon 100% excavation of 
the feature, 200g of cremated human skeletal remains were found to be slumped into 
the pit on its eastern edge, part of backfill 17. The environmental sample recovered 
cremated bone along with a single charred dock seed. The upper backfill (18) consisted 
of a 0.2m thick mid yellowish brown silty clay with occasional charcoal inclusions. 
Three fragments of pottery weighing less than 1g were recovered from the upper 
backfill. 

3.6.9 To the east, north to south ditch 19 was 0.95m wide, 022m deep with a wide U-shaped 
profile and rooting on its western edge may have been suggestive of a hedgerow. The 
sole fill (20) was a light brownish grey silty clay with rare charcoal inclusions. A single 
sherd of Romano-British pottery (mid-1st to 2nd century AD) was found in the fill. 

3.6.10 Further east, ditch 49 (Fig. 6, S.8, Plate 5) measured 1.44m wide and 0.6m deep with 
a wide U-shaped profile. The lower fill slumped in on the ditches eastern edge, 
consisting of a 0.3m thick mid yellowish brown sandy clay (50), suggestive of bank 
material. Overlying this was a mid brownish grey sandy clay, 0.5m thick, with 
occasional charcoal inclusions (51). A large fragment of a fired clay cylindrical loom 
weight (SF1) and a single cattle bone were recovered from the feature (fill 51), whilst 
the environmental sample was sterile. 

3.6.11 Again, to the east, ditch 52 (Fig. 7, S.9) measured 1.7m wide and 0.54m deep with a 
wide U-shaped profile. The lower fill (53) consisted of a 0.21m thick slump of mid 
brownish grey clayey silt with occasional gravel inclusions. This was overlain by a dark 
yellowish brown silty sand with common gravel inclusions (54), 0.22m thick which was 
in turn overlain by a mid greyish brown silty clay with rare gravel inclusions (55). No 
finds were recovered from any of the fills and, again, the environmental sample was 
sterile. 

Trench15 

3.6.12 East of Trench 14, a single north-east to south-west aligned ditch was recorded in the 
centre of this trench (35). This ditch measured 1.1m wide and 0.4m deep with a U-
shaped profile and was infilled with a mid greyish brown silty clay (36) which contained 
occasional gravel inclusions. No finds were recovered from the feature. 

Trench17 

3.6.13 In the south-western corner of the development area, this trench contained two 
ditches (Plate 6) near its southern end. The north-east to south-west aligned ditch (31; 
Fig. 6, S.6) measured 0.8m wide and 0.14m deep with a wide, shallow, U-shaped 
profile. The sole fill (32) was a mid brownish grey silty clay with frequent gravel 
inclusions and occasional charcoal. Perpendicular to this ditch, and only just within the 
trench, ditch terminus 47 measured at least 0.48m wide and 0.31m deep with a U-
shaped profile, infilled with a dark brownish grey silty clay with occasional charcoal 
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inclusions. No relationship could be seen between the two features and no finds or 
ecofacts were recovered from either. 

Trench 18 

3.6.14 East of Trench 17, this trench contained four ditches; two on a north-east to south-
west alignment (39 & 45) and two aligned east to west (41 & 42).  

3.6.15 The southern-most ditch terminus (39; Fig. 6, S.7) measured 0.62m wide and 0.33m 
deep with a U-shaped profile and terminated within the trench. Its sole fill (40) was a 
dark brownish grey silty clay with occasional gravel inclusions and no finds.  

3.6.16 To the north was a pair of parallel ditches (41 & 43; Fig. 7, S.10). The southerly of the 
two (41) measured 0.58m wide and 0.24m deep with a U-shaped profile, infilled with 
a mid greyish brown clayey silt with occasional gravel inclusions (42). Directly north, 
ditch 43 measured 0.68m wide and 0.24m deep with a U-shaped profile, infilled with 
a dark greyish brown clayey silt that contained occasional gravel inclusions. Again, both 
features contained no finds. 

3.6.17 The final and northern-most ditch (45; Fig. 7, S. 11) was 0.92m wide and 0.34m deep 
with a U-shaped profile. Its sole fill consisted of a light greyish brown clayey silt with 
rare gravel inclusions and no finds. 

Trench 19 

3.6.18 Finally, Trench 19 was located east of Trench 18 and south of Trench 15 and contained 
a single ditch terminus on a north-west to south-east alignment (37) near the trenches 
western end. The ditch measured 1.1m wide and 0.33m deep with a U-shaped profile, 
infilled with a dark brownish grey silty clay (38) with rare charcoal inclusions and no 
finds or preserved ecofacts. 

3.7 Finds and Environmental summary 
3.7.1 Finds were sparse, with only one cattle bone and a 365g fragment of a fired clay loom 

weight (SF1) from ditch 49 and a single sherd of Romano-British pottery from ditch 19, 
both located in Trench 14. Also in Trench 14, 200g of cremated bone and 3 fragments 
of highly fragmented pottery were recovered from cremation pit 16. 

3.7.2 Metal detecting of the excavated trenches and features recovered no finds of 
archaeological interest, with numerous modern iron objects often being found, and 
thus discarded. 

3.7.3 Environmental remains were similarly sparse, with a single charred seed of knotgrass 
being recovered from one sample (sample 3, Ditch 23, Trench 3) and a single preserved 
dock seed along with charcoal and cremated human remains was found within the 
sample taken from cremation 16 (sample 2, Trench 14). All other samples were sterile. 
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4 DISCUSSION 
4.1 Reliability of field investigation 
4.1.1 The results of the evaluation are reliable, with the archaeological features being clearly 

visible within the trenches, and the terrace gravel geology meant that the geological 
horizon was clearly apparent when encountered. The trenches containing modern 
truncation and diesel contamination may have masked or truncated away any features 
that were within these trenches however.  

4.2 Evaluation objectives and results 
4.2.1 The aims of the evaluation have been achieved, identifying the presence of surviving 

heritage assets within the southern and north-eastern parts of the development area. 
The lack of dating evidence from most features is problematic, as it doesn’t allow for 
a clear narrative of past land use to be confirmed, although some of the features 
alignments would certainly suggest they relate to known archaeological features 
within the local landscape previously identified as Middle Bronze Age in date. 

4.2.2 Furthermore, the evaluation has uncovered significant modern truncation within the 
central ‘belt’ of the development area. Other areas of modern impact were also noted 
within Trenches 11, 12 and 15, although not as significant. Diesel contamination was 
also evident within these areas of modern impact (Fig. 3), some of which had affected 
archaeological features (such as the ditches in Trench 7).  

4.3 Interpretation 
4.3.1 Generally, the results of the evaluation have identified two phases of rectilinear field 

system, one on a north-west to south-east/north-east to south-west axis, and the 
second on a more north to south/east to west axis. Despite a lack of dating evidence, 
these field systems can be tentatively dated due to findings of previous archaeological 
works within the area. The first rectilinear field system is on a comparable alignment 
to the Middle Bronze Age system identified directly to the south of the development 
area, on the Broadlands site. The more east to west system is most probably part of a 
wider field system set out during the Romano-British period. No evidence of activity 
during the post-Roman period was revealed. 

Middle Bronze Age 

4.3.2 The Middle Bronze Age activity within the development area is suggestive of a large 
rectilinear field system, evidence for which has been found on other archaeological 
excavations within the vicinity, as previously mentioned. The best examples of the field 
system ditches were recorded in trenches in the south-western corner of the 
development area, particularly the two ditches in Trench 14 (49 and 52) which survived 
to a good depth. 

4.3.3 Often, the field system is found alongside other features relating to pastoral farming, 
such as water holes, and often evidence for settlement is also found. The field system 
located directly to the south was found alongside water holes and structural remains 
(Nicholson 2012). The water holes were regionally significant, with preserved log 



  
 

Former Perkins Engines Site, Newark Road, Fengate, Peterborough  v.1 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 11  14 February 2018 

 

ladders surviving within the two large features; it is possible these more discrete 
features were missed by the trenching and could be within the development area.  

4.3.4 On a similar note, the recovery of a large fragment of a clearly Middle Bronze Age 
cylindrical loom weight from ditch 49 is suggestive of a settlement in the close vicinity 
during the period. The fragment was large and relatively unabraded, suggesting 
limited residuality prior to deposition. Interestingly, the object bears a striking 
similarity to the complete cylindrical loom weight recovered from the recent 
evaluation at Leeds Farm, Norwood (2.6km north of this site). This evaluation was also 
on the fen edge and found evidence for further Middle Bronze Age field systems and 
settlement (Collie 2017). 

4.3.5 The orientation of the ditches suggests the alignment has altered a fair degree from 
that seen to the south (Fig. 2 & Evans 2009, Fig. 6.1), and could indicate the layout of 
the fields followed the contours of the fen-edge. Topographically, the fen-edge curves 
eastwards to the north-east of the development area, with Flag Fen being located 
within the lower land to the south and east (the Flag Fen causeway post alignments 
are located c.1.8km south-east of the development area). 

4.3.6 The single large pit containing a cremation, located within in Trench 14, is of 
significance; the size of the feature was relatively large for a cremation pit, and its form 
was more suggestive of a storage pit. The cremation has been phased to the Middle 
Bronze Age period, although a Late Bronze Age or Early Iron Age date is also plausible. 
Human remains are found occasionally within the local landscape, with a Late Bronze 
Age crouched burial excavated during the Broadlands excavation directly to the south 
(Nicholson 2012), and Late Bronze Age/ Early Iron Age cremations being found 1km to 
the south-west during gravel extraction (Hawkes & Fell 1945). Similarly, the close 
location of three HER entries of Bronze Age barrows (directly east of the development 
area, Fig. 2) would indicate the area clearly held a significant importance to the local 
Bronze Age communities and it is probable further cremations may be found within 
the development area. 

Romano-Brit ish 

4.3.7 The more regular north to south/east to west axis field system (located in Trenches 12, 
14 & 18: ditches 33, 19, 41 & 43) has been tentatively dated to the early Romano-
British period, due to the retrieval of a single sherd of pottery that dates to the mid-
1st to 2nd Century AD. Their alignment, profile and fills were markedly different to the 
Middle Bronze Age field system, with much shallower profiles and more humic infilling. 
Early Roman activity is known in the vicinity, with Roman pottery, brick and tile 
recorded in three HER entries 3-500m to the north-west (Fig. 2), and the fen-edge is 
known to have been a prolific area for Romano-British farmsteads and settlements 
(Evans 2013). These ditches most probably represent the outlying field system relating 
to one of these fen-edge settlements, located on slightly higher ground (c. 12mOD) to 
the north-west. 
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Post-Roman 

4.3.8 No significant post-Roman activity was identified within the development area; no 
surviving medieval/post-medieval plough soil previously identified during the works 
undertaken on Broadlands, to the south (Fig. 2, Nicholson 2012) was recorded, 
although it is still most probable the area was part of the wider open field system 
relating to the nearby hamlet of Newark during the period. 

4.3.9  Evidence for the early modern gravel pit seen on OS 1st edition mapping may have 
been identified within Trench 11, where a large pit was located within the majority of 
the trench and was at least 1.7m deep. During the modern period, the area was clearly 
impacted by the construction of the pavilion and associated services and significant 
diesel contamination occurred at some point during this time.   

4.4 Conclusion 
4.4.1 This evaluation has uncovered evidence for a Middle Bronze Age field system and parts 

of a later, probably Romano-British, field system. The surrounding area’s prehistory is 
well investigated, with numerous archaeological interventions since the 1970s being 
undertaken, revealing a patchwork of Middle Bronze Age field systems, other 
agricultural features and settlement activity. The evidence from this evaluation 
extends the identified field system seen to the south within the Broadlands excavation, 
and provides further evidence for land management, slightly higher up away from the 
fen-edge. 
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APPENDIX A TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY 
 

Trench 1 
General description Orientation ENE-WSW 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consisted of made ground (0.4m) 
and subsoil (0.3m) overlying natural geology of sandy gravels. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.7 

Trench 2 
General description Orientation ENE-WSW 
Trench contained two tree throws and a modern drain. Consisted 
of topsoil (0.5m) and subsoil (0.4m) overlying natural geology of 
sandy gravels. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.9 

Trench 3 
General description Orientation NNW-SSE 
Trench contained one possible NE-SW ditch terminus. Consisted of 
topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of sandy gravels. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.6 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

23 Cut 0.95 0.27 Ditch terminus - - 
24 Fill  - 0.27 Ditch terminus - - 
Trench 4 
General description Orientation NNW-SSE 
Trench contained a NE-SW ditch and two postholes. Two modern 
ditches/drains also present. Consisted of made ground (0.6m-
0.8m) and subsoil (0.4m) overlying natural geology of sandy 
gravels. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 1 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

25 Cut 0.49 0.2 Posthole - - 
26 Fill - 0.2 Posthole - - 
27 Cut 0.68 0.25 Posthole - - 
28 Fill - 0.25 Posthole - - 
29 Cut 0.85 0.22 Ditch - - 
30 Fill - 0.22 Ditch - - 
Trench 5 
General description Orientation NNW-SSE 
Trench contained one NE-SW ditch. Consisted of topsoil (0.4m) 
and subsoil (0.4m) overlying natural geology of sandy gravels. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.8 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

10 Cut 0.52 0.3 Ditch - - 
11 Fill  - 0.3 Ditch - - 

 
 
 
  



  
 

Former Perkins Engines Site, Newark Road, Fengate, Peterborough   v.1 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 14 14 February 2018 

 

Trench 6 
General description Orientation ENE-WSW 
Trench contained 2 NE-SW ditch terminals & two tree throws. 
Consisted of made ground (0.5m) and subsoil (0.3m) overlying 
natural geology of sandy gravels. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.8 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

12 Cut 0.44 0.12 Ditch - - 
13 Fill  - 0.12 Ditch - - 
14 Cut 0.35 0.18 Ditch  - - 
15 Fill - 0.18 Ditch - - 
Trench 7 
General description Orientation ENE-WSW 
Trench contained two ditches (NE-SW & NW-SE) which were 
unexcavated due to contamination of ground. Consisted of made 
ground (0.5m) and subsoil (0.4m) overlying natural geology of 
sandy gravel. Entire trench was contaminated with diesel.  

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.9 

Trench 8 
General description Orientation NNW-SSE 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consisted of made ground (1m+) 
overlying natural geology of sandy gravel. Diesel contamination 
was located throughout the trench and modern truncation 
backfilled with hardcore was within the central 20m. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 1 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

Trench 9 
General description Orientation ENE-WSW 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consisted of made ground (1.1m+) 
overlying natural geology of sandy gravels. Entire trench was 
contaminated with diesel. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.7 

Trench 10 
General description Orientation NNW-SSE 
Trench contained one NE-SW ditch. Consisted of topsoil (0.3-0.4m) 
and subsoil (0.3-0.4m) overlying natural geology of sandy gravel. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.7 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

21 Cut 1.04 0.28 Ditch - - 
22 Fill  - 0.28 Ditch - - 
Trench 11 
General description Orientation ENE-WSW 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consisted of topsoil (0.4m) and 
subsoil (0.4m) overlying natural geology of sandy gravels. Eastern 
two thirds of trench contained large modern pit, possibly an old 
gravel pit, test pitted to 1.7m. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.8 
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Trench 12 
General description Orientation NNW-SSE 
Trench contained a NE-SW ditch. Consisted of made ground (0.4m-
1m+) and subsoil (0.2m) overlying natural geology of sandy 
gravels. Diesel contamination and modern truncation in northern-
most 10m of trench. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.6 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

33 Layer 1.55 0.57 Ditch - - 
34 Layer  - 0.57 Ditch - - 
Trench 13 
General description Orientation NNW-SSE 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consisted of made ground 
overlying natural geology of sandy gravels. Entire trench 
contaminated with diesel. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.9 

Trench 14 
General description Orientation ENE-WSW 
Trench contained two NW-SE ditches, a N-S ditch and a cremation 
pit. Consisted of topsoil (0.3m) and subsoil (0.3m) overlying 
natural geology of sandy gravels. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.6 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

16 Cut 0.88 0.3 Cremation pit - LBA? 
17 Fill  - 0.15 Cremation pit Cremated bone LBA? 
18 Fill - 0.2 Cremation pit - LBA? 
19 Cut 0.95 0.22 Ditch - RB 
20 Fill - 0.22 Ditch Pottery x1 RB 
49 Cut 1.44 0.6 Ditch - - 
50 Fill - 0.3 Ditch  - 
51 Fill - 0.5 Ditch Animal bone, 

fired clay 
- 

52 Cut 1.7 0.54 Ditch - - 
53 Fill - 0.21 Ditch - - 
54 Fill - 0.22 Ditch - - 
55 Fill - 0.24 Ditch - - 
Trench 15 
General description Orientation NNW-SSE 
Trench contained one NE-SW ditch. Consisted of topsoil (0.3m) 
and subsoil(0.3m) overlying natural geology of sandy gravels. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.6 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

35 Cut 1.1 0.4 Ditch - - 
36 Fill  - 0.4 Ditch - - 

  



  
 

Former Perkins Engines Site, Newark Road, Fengate, Peterborough   v.1 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 16 14 February 2018 

 

Trench 16 
General description Orientation ENE-WSW 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consisted of topsoil (0.4m) and 
subsoil (0.3m) overlying natural geology of sandy gravels. The 
western-most 9m of the trench contained modern truncation and 
diesel contamination. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.7 

Trench 17 
General description Orientation NNW-SSE 
Trench contained one NE-SW ditch and a NW-SE ditch terminus. 
Consisted of topsoil (0.4m) and subsoil (0.4-0.5m) overlying 
natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.8 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

31 Cut 0.8 0.14 Ditch - - 
32 Fill  - 0.14 Ditch - - 
47 Cut 0.48 0.31 Ditch Terminus? - - 
48 Fill  0.31 Ditch Terminus? - - 
Trench 18 
General description Orientation NNW-SSE 
Trench contained 2 NE-SW ditches and two E-W ditches. Consisted 
of topsoil (0.3m) and subsoil (0.3m) overlying natural geology of 
sandy gravels. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.6 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

39 Cut 0.62 0.33 Ditch - - 
40 Fill  - 0.33 Ditch - - 
41 Cut 0.58 0.24 Ditch - - 
42 Fill - 0.24 Ditch - - 
43 Cut 0.68 0.24 Ditch - - 
44 Fill - 0.24 Ditch - - 
45 Cut 0.92 0.34 Ditch - - 
46 Fill - 0.34 Ditch - - 
Trench 19 
General description Orientation ENE-WSW 
Trench contained a NW-SE ditch terminus. Consisted of topsoil 
(0.3m) and subsoil (0.3m) overlying natural geology of sandy 
gravels. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.60 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

37 Cut 1.1 0.33 Ditch terminus - - 
38 Fill  - 0.33 Ditch terminus - - 
Trench 20 
General description Orientation NNW-SSE 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consisted of topsoil (0.4m) and 
subsoil (0.3m) overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 50 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.7 

 
 



  
 

Former Perkins Engines Site, Newark Road, Fengate, Peterborough  v.1 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 17  14 February 2018 

 

APPENDIX B FINDS REPORTS 
B.1 Prehistoric Pottery 

By Matt Brudenell  

B.1.1 Three small abraded body sherds (3g) of handmade shell-tempered prehistoric pottery 
were recovered from the upper fill of cremation pit 16, context 18. The sherds cannot 
be closely dated with confidence, but the grade and sorting of the shell and the overall 
quality of ware suggests a Middle Bronze Age date, c. 1500-1150 BC. Material of this 
date has been found in numerous excavations in the Fengate area (e.g. Brudenell and 
Knight 2009). 
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B.2 Romano-British Pottery 

By Stephen Wadeson 

Introduction 

B.1.2 A single rim sherd of Romano-British pottery, weighing 16g was recovered from part 
of a rectilinear field system, the sherd can be dated to the early to mid-Roman Period 
(mid-1st to 2nd centuries AD).  

Methodology 

B.1.3 The Roman pottery was analysed following guidelines recorded in A Standard for 
Pottery Studies in Archaeology (Barclay et al 2016, 14-18). The total assemblage was 
studied and a full catalogue was included in this report. The sherd was examined using 
a hand lens (x10 magnification) and were divided into fabric groups (Appendix 1) 
defined on the basis of inclusion types present. Vessel forms (cup, dish, bowl) are also 
recorded. The pottery was counted and weighed to the nearest whole gram and 
recorded by context. Decoration, residues and abrasion were also noted.  

The Assemblage 

B.1.4 A single rim sherd of locally produced utilitarian coarse ware was recovered from 
context (20), Ditch 19. The sherd is a Sandy white ware (NWW) with distinctive coarse 
grog inclusions (Timby 2007, p. 92, GR7) and which are most commonly found as 
globular lid-seated jars with fumed and soot blackened exteriors where they have 
been used as cooking pots.  

B.1.5 Moderately abraded and somewhat discoloured due to post depositional conditions 
the sherd appears sepia in colour, while retaining tracing of sooting around the rim 
suggesting its use in the preparation of food. 

Discussion 

B.1.6 Recovered from the fill of Ditch 19, part of a rectilinear field system the rim sherd has 
undergone high levels of post depositional disturbance, possibly due to middening 
and/or manuring as part of waste management processes during the Roman and post-
Roman periods, suggesting that the sherd was not located at its primary site of 
deposition.  

B.1.7 The sherd is typical of those produced in the East Midlands in the early to mid-Roman 
era (Timby 2007, 117; Marney 1989), having developed from the local Iron Age 
tradition (Thompson 1984). 

B.1.8 The presence of only a single sherd of Romano-British pottery and the levels of post-
depositional disturbance has made the assemblage difficult to assess beyond 
providing basic dating information. As such the sherd represents activity within the 
locality of the excavation during the Roman period from the mid-1st to 2nd centuries 
AD.  
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B.3 Fired Clay 

By Ted Levermore  

B.4.1 A single fragment of fired clay (365g) was recovered from ditch 49 (fill 51) within 
Trench 14. It is probably the basal fragment of an early to middle Bronze Age cylindrical 
weight. It is made in a fine sandy clay with occasional fine rounded quartz, clay pellets 
and rare rounded fine to coarse voids. The clay appears to be untampered and is 
probably of local origin. The fragment is probably only 30% of the whole but it exhibits 
the hallmarks of a cylindrical weight; surviving measurements were the 95mm 
diameter and 20mm perforation diameter. From the vertical and angular fractures, it 
appears to have been made from a single folded lump of clay, that was shaped and 
smoothed while wet. It has been well fired, possessing a reduced grey core and dull 
brown oxidised surfaces. The base is blackened, but not sooted, suggesting extreme 
proximity to the original firing or secondary exposure to fire. The central vertical 
perforation, that is expected of a Bronze Age weight, is not clearly preserved. The 
surviving base has a circular feature in the centre but the inner body shows no sign of 
the perforation – it was probably lost when the clay fractured along the internal fold. 
The fabric and the recordable dimensions are almost identical to the near-complete 
weight found at Leeds Farm, Peterborough, however there the clay was much wetter 
at the forming stage leaving clear hand working traces on the surfaces (Collie 2017). 

B.4.2 This kind of object is usually considered to be a loom weight, where the central 
perforation is used to hang the object which provided tension for the vertical warp 
threads on a loom. This kind of object has been found in early to middle Bronze Age 
contexts across Britain. For example, at Covert Farm, Crick, some cylindrical weights 
were found in a pit which contained flax seeds that generated a radiocarbon date of 
c.1426-1281 cal BC (McSloy 2015, 207). Cylindrical weights like this one were also 
found at Bronze Age Fengate (Pryor 1980, fig. 13). It is likely, therefore, that the type 
and date of this object matches these examples. 
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APPENDIX C ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS 
C.1 Human Skeletal Remains 

By Zoe Ui Choileain  

Introduction & Methodology  

C.1.1  A single probable Middle Bronze age cremation burial weighing 200g was recorded in 
trench 14. Pit 16 was 0.88m in diameter and 0.30m deep. It contained a lower unurned 
fill (17) of charcoal and calcined human bone. Fill 17 was slumped into the pit on the 
Eastern edge.  Upper fill 18, which contained fragments of Middle Bronze Age pottery, 
sealed the pit; suggesting that fill 17 is untruncated. 

C.1.2 All fills containing cremated bone were subject to 100% recovery and the material 
retained for wet sieving. Residues were passed through 10mm, 5mm and 2mm sieves. 
All bone was extracted for analysis. Recording of cremated bone was completed 
following the guidelines laid out by McKinley (2004). 

Results  

C.1.3 Several large skull fragments were recorded as were fragments of femur, humerus, 
ulna and tibia. Based on the presence of permanent tooth roots and the size and 
robustness of the bone it is estimated that this represents a single adult/older subadult 
individual. The bone is primarily chalk white in appearance with transverse 
longitudinal cracks. This suggests consistently high pyre temperatures. 

 

Fraction Weight (g) Percentage of total weight 

>10mm 132 66 

5mm – 10mm 52 26 

2mm – 5mm 16 8 

Total 200 100 

Table 1: Weight of cremated bone by fraction 

C.1.4 It is possible that this burial represents pyre debris. All fractions were rich in charcoal 
and the majority of the large fragments represent limb bones; which could be swept 
from the edge of the pyre. It seems most likely that remains were tipped into the edge 
of the pit rather than carefully deposited as one would expect from a ritual burial. 

C.1.5 The pottery fragments in the upper fill (18) were only tentatively dated to the Middle 
Bronze age due to their small size and it is therefore recommended that carbon dating 
be undertaken on the cremated bone if further excavation within the area takes place.  
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C.2 Animal Bone 

By Zoe Ui Choileain  

C.2.1 A single adult cattle metacarpus was recovered from the fill (51) of boundary ditch 49.  

C.2.2  The bone weighed 78g and was in a poor condition, with an eroded surface. The single 
bone recovered from the ditch unfortunately tells us little of the pastoral regime 
undertaken during the Bronze Age period and is of limited use. 

 

C.3 Environmental Samples 

By Rachel Fosberry  

Introduction& Methodology  

C.3.1 Nine bulk samples were taken from features within the evaluated area at Perkins 
Engines Site, Fengate, Peterborough in order to assess the quality of preservation of 
plant remains and their potential to provide useful data as part of further 
archaeological investigations.  Samples were taken from undated ditch fills and a 
cremation pit. 

C.3.2  The total volume of each of the samples was processed by tank flotation using 
modified Siraff-type equipment for the recovery of preserved plant remains, dating 
evidence and any other artefactual evidence that might be present. The floating 
component (flot) of the samples was collected in a 0.3mm nylon mesh and the residue 
was washed through 10mm, 5mm, 2mm and a 0.5mm sieve. 

C.3.3 The dried flots were scanned using a binocular microscope at magnifications up to x 
60 and an abbreviated list of the recorded remains are presented in Table 1. 
Identification of plant remains is with reference to the Digital Seed Atlas of the 
Netherlands (Cappers et al. 2006) and the authors' own reference collection 

Quantif ication 

C.3.4 For the purpose of this evaluation report, items such as seeds have been scanned and 
recorded qualitatively according to the following categories: 

# = 1-5, ## = 6-25 specimens 

C.3.5 Items that cannot be easily quantified such as charcoal and molluscs have been scored 
for abundance 

+ = rare, ++ = moderate, +++ = abundant 

Results  

C.3.6 Preservation of plant remains is extremely poor. All of the flots contain large quantities 
of modern rootlets which may have caused movement of material between contexts.   
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C.3.7 Cremation 16 produced approximately 40ml of charcoal that is moderately preserved 
and may have potential for species identification. A single charred dock (Rumex sp.) 
seed was noted and a calcine human tooth was recovered from the residue. 

C.3.8 The ditch samples are all sterile other than a single charred seed of the knotgrass 
(Polygonum sp.) family in fill 24 of ditch 23 in Trench 3. Fill 11 of ditch 10 in Trench 5 
was thought to be waterlogged on excavation but no preserved plant remains were 
noted other than abundant rootlets.  

 
Tr. 
No. 

Sample 
No. 

Ctxt 
No. 

Cut 
No. 

Feature 
Type 

% 
context 
sampled 

Volume 
process
ed (L) 

Flot 
Volume 
(ml) 

Weed 
Seeds 

Charcoal 
<2mm 

Charcoal 
> 2mm 

Human 
skeletal 
remains 

3 3 24 23 Ditch <5 20 60 # 0 0 0 

5 1 11 10 Ditch 10 18 40 0 0 0 0 

14 2 7 16 Cremation 100 20 130 # ++++ ++++ ++ 

14 8 51 49 Ditch <5 19 1 0 0 0 0 

14 9 55 52 Ditch <5 18 1 0 0 0 0 

17 7 48 47 Ditch 50 10 20 0 0 0 0 

18 5 40 39 Ditch <5 18 20 0 0 0 0 

18 6 46 45 Ditch <5 18 40 0 0 0 0 

19 4 38 37 Ditch <5 18 10 0 0 0 0 

Table 2: Environmental Samples 

Discussion 

C.3.9 The recovery of charcoal and occasional charred seeds indicates that there is potential 
for preservation of plant remains on this site, but only from deposits in which there 
has been deliberate deposition of charred material.  There was no preservation by 
waterlogging in the samples from deeper deposits.  
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Plate 1: 1 Baulk section of Trench 9, note level of overburden overlying original ground level

Plate 2: Trench 12, looking south-southeast. Note modern contamination
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Plate 3:  Trench 10, looking north-north-west, ditch 21 in foreground

Plate 4: Cremation Pit 16, Trench 14, looking west



© Oxford Archaeology East Report Number 2180

easteasteast

Plate 5:  Ditch 49, Trench 14, looking north-west

Plate 6: Trench 17, ditch 31 and terminus 47, looking north-west



 

   

 


