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I SUIUMARY

The O.rfortl .-lrchueologicul Unit (OAU) curriecl oltt un urea excuvution in advance of
ltousittg tlat,elopntettt ut tlte Pacldock, Rector.t' Leute, Fringford, near Bicester
Oxf'orlsltirc (.\P 604 289) during 1997. The earliestfetûures ur the site comprised a
.serias o¡ ltottttrfut'.t' ditcltes. v,ltich produced poîÍen; spunning the luter pre-Roman
Irorr .1,qc to lltc'.')"'t ('antrtt'.t'.1D. ,Yo ussociuted.\tt'ucture:; were noted.

These fctttures tvere overluin b.t' u.fitrther .series o./'tlitches o.f I0'h/l ltt'-century clat€,

inc:lutling u possihle dontestic enclosure vvith un ussociutetl pit uncl a series of
postholes. Thc:;a tvere sttpersetlecl b1t earlt, nteclietul ('? I2't' centLtn)) rùlge-antl-fiffrow,
rmtl then, thrìng the nticl-lute l3't' centurv, this wus ubunclonecl cmd u series of three
stone ltuiklittgs constructe(l, vvith the tops of still-visible Romun urul Saxo-Norman
rlitcltes cupped vvitlt stone. presttmubly us u meusure uguinstfloocling.

Tu,o oJ'the buiklings u,ere sintple structures, the.first being rectungulctr inplun, with a
single phuse oJ'stone wull uncl two phases of cohhled stone floors. Vsry few ortefacts
were recoveretl, tlespite tlte builcling being completely exc¿tvuterl. The other structure
comprisetl u single-phase stone floor, with no et,idence for anlt sort of superstt"uclure.
It ntcn, ltrn,e l'¡een sintpl.t' u hurd-stancl, or coulcl huve hatl u sintple sill-beam

fourttlutiort.f'or timber"vvulls. Neither structure proth.tcecl unlt evidence of u hearth, and
botlt were p robubþt n on -clontestic.

The tltirtl builclirtg, ut tlte southern end of tlte site. wcts consiclerablv more complex. It
comprisetl u rectungLtktr stntcture which was ktter ntorlifiecl, with an external room
unrl tttt internul tlivicling wull heing adcletl. A tnunber of ckw floor surfaces with
ussocitt.ted occuprttion debris utere notecl, üs were set,erctl ltearths, ctncl ct series of
intemul posÍ-holes uncl gullies, which mat, represent on earlier tintber structure. The

builtling wus sut't'ouncletl h.t' un occuputiort hori:on wltich producecl u lurge cluantity
oJ- tlotnestic potten) untl u group of metul oh.jects, suggesting thctt the structure
probubh,.fttnctionecl us aJhrrier's workshopfor ut least part of its lfe, ulthouglt there
wus rto et,itlence.Í'or met¿tl huving been smitltecl u¡ tlrc site.

Tha settlenrcnl uppeut's to huve heen ubantlonetl ut sonte time urouncl the encl of the

I4't' centun'. tmtlupurtfrom sporudic stone robhing, there wus little uctitity ut the site
thereufier.
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2 TNTRODUCTION

The Oxford Archaeological Unit (OAU) carried olrt an area excavation at the
Paddock, Rectory Lane. Fringford, near Bicester. Oxfordshire (SP 604 259) during
1997. The r,vork was carried out on behalf of Brandon Gate Homes Ltd, who were
cleveloping the site f-or lroLrsin-e. The recording action 'vvas requested by Oxfordshire
CoLtutv C'oLrncil. owing to the known presence olarchaeological remains adjacent to
the developmellt area. The OAU submitted a WSI detailing how it would deal with
the archaeolo-rric¿rl conditions attached to the Couuty Briel-. All archaeological
recorcling w¿rs carried oLrt in accordance with the OAU's standard field manual
(Wilkinson 1992).

2.1 Site Location, Geology And Topography

The site, which covers an area of approxiniately 0.5i hectares, lies within the core of
the rnedieval village of Fringford, located at about 107 rn OD, approximately 6 km to
the r,vest of Bicester, Oxf-ordshire (Fig. l).

The site is boLurded to the north by Rectory Lane. and by private gardens on the other
three sides. [t slopes gently to the north, and appears to have been under pasture since
the medieval periocl. The Lrnderlying geology of the site is Oxford Clay.

2.2 Previous Archaeological Work

In 1993, an excavation was carried out in Fringford at the Crosslands site (Mudd
1993). It lay irnmediately to the east of the Paddock site and covered an area of
approximately 1700 mr. [t revealed a complex series of Romano-British and later
features. r,vith evidence of occupation fi'om the late 2"d to 4tr' century AD, and
enclosure ditches of l0'r'-l l'r'century date. A series of low-status agrarian settlements
r,vere inclicated. bLrt the tìrll extent of the occupertion could not be ascertained as it
clearly extendecl beyond the boundaries of the development area (ih¡d.).

Other rvork at Fringford Lodge, some 3.5 km to the north of Bicester centre (NGR SP

59(10 2585), prodr,rced evidence of a possible Rornano-British vill¿r with a hypocaust
(OAU 1994), ¿urc1 excavations at Fringford Nlanor in 199ó (OAU 1996) provided
eviclence of significant rernains of medieval date. This site was located on the north-
eastenr eclge of the village (SP ó068 2918) opposite St Nzlichael's church, and revealed
evidence of a nredieval uro¿rtecl site with an associated boundary and hsh pond.

2.3 Background to the Excavation

The proposecl clevelopment ¿rt the Paddock comprises four cletached houses with
garages, parking ¿uld a uerv access road. The eviclence fi'om the Crosslauds excavation
suggested that any archaeological liorizons at the Paddock site woLrld be located at a
depth lvhich r,voLrlcl result in their total destruction by the developnlent. On this basis,
a geoph¡rsical survey was couulissioned in August 1997 tcy the Coturty Archaeologist.
It cletecterl a nunrlrer of anomalies concor-ììitant rvith the presence of archaeological
fe¿r"tures. incltrcling ¿r continuation of some of the linear features excavated at the
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adjacent Crosslands site (op. cit.) and the presence of pit clusters, ditches or other
featrrres. An evaluation at the Paddock site was carried out by the OAU (Cook 1997)
and revealed a series of Romano-British ditches of a similar character to those
excavatec'l at tire adjoining Crosslands site, along r.vith a ?bank alld a possible floor
surface of meclier,¿rl clate.

On tlre lrasis of'the evidence collated above, an archaeological brief (no. 97100348)
was issued by Oxfordsltire County Council rvith the aim of obtaining sufficient
evidence to establish the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and
chronology of any archzreological remains witliin the affected area, and to preserve
any remains tltroLrgh a lull recording action, particlrlarly those of lron Age, Roman,
Saxon or r-nedier,¿rl date. Structures and activity ¿lreas were to be identified, and, if
present. their clate and duration establishecl. In acldition, finds and other evidence for
the econornic basis of the settlement were to be recovered so that its social and
economic position in the local and regional settler-nent pattern could be ascertained.

2.4 Excavation Summarv

The archaeological methodology followed the standarcl OAU procedures (Wilkinson
1992). The excavation comprised a series of nrachined trenches. supplemented by
h¿rnd excavation of archaeological features and deposits. The machine excavation was

caried out by a 7.5 ton CAT tracked 360" excavator with a 1.5 m wide toothless
bucket. Six trenches were excavated (Fig. 2). Alea A was initially an evaluation-style
trench, r.vhich rvas enlarged to adjoin area B after archaeological deposits had been
located. Area B, in the southem area of the site, was machine-stripped, as were areas

C, D and E. r,vith their exact dimensions dictated by the extent and nature of the
exposed trrchaeological deposits. Aleas F and G were to be evaluation-type trenches.
Due to the presence of overhead power cables. ¿rrea F was at first hand-dug, with a

JCB excavator with ¿rn ann-height restrictor brought in to complete the task. The
density of ¿rrchaeological deposits resulted in area G being incorporated into the
southem end of area E. All changes to the original brief were made after consultation
r.vith the County Archaeologist.

Tlie ea¡liest fèatures at the site comprised a series of lron Age and Rornano-British
boundary ilitches, r,vhich prodr.rced pottery spanning the later pre-Roman Iron Age to
the'12"'r cerltllrv,{D. Some of these appeared to be continuations of the features noted
in tl-re C'rosslantls exc¿rr¡ation. ln addition, a sevel'ely trLrncated cremation was noted
torvarcls tlte soLrtheur encl of ¿rrea E, and a large spread of burnt d¿rLrb rvas present on
the n¿rturul/ploughsoil interfàce on the eastem sicle of trench B, with a large lragment
ol c¡uerlstone rrccuming ncarby. No associnted strLrctures were noted, although a row
ol'l¿rrgc'llostholes. possiblv part of a pit alignment. was present at the uorthem end of
trench B.

These f-eatures u,e[e overl¿tin by zr further series of ditches of l0'r'/11'r' century date,
inclLrcling a possible rlomestic enclosure rvith an associated pit ar-rd ¿r series of post
holes. in the south-n'est conrer of trench E. This pherse was superseded by early
rr-redieval ('J I 2'r' century) ridge-ancl-ftrrrow, which r,vas noted in all the trenches, with
the gravel lr¿url< noteti chrrin-u the evaluation being a sr"rruiving ridge or headland.

Arable activity appears to have ceased during the mid-late 13'r'century, r,vhen a series
of three stone buildings were constructed at the site, and the tops of tl're Romau and

J
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Saxo-Norman ditches were capped with stone, presumably as a measure against
floocling.

Tr.vo of the three builclings, botl-r located in trench E, r.vere simple structures. The first
of these. locatecl in the north-west corner of the trench by the present-day street
tiontage. was rect¿u-rgular in plan, with a single phase of stone wall and two phases of
cobblecl stone tloors. Verv tèw afiefacts were recovered, despite the building being
corlpletely excavatecl. The other structure comprised a single-phase stone floor, with
ruo eviclence fbr any sort olsuperstructure. [t mar, lrave been sirnply a hard-stand, or
coLrld have hacl a simple sill-beam founclation tor timber rvalls. Neither stnrcture

¡rroduced anv eviclence ola he¿rrth. and both were probably non-doniestic.

The thirci builcling, at the southem end of trench A, r,vas consiclerably more complex. It
comprised a rectangular structlrre (2002), which was later modifiecl, with an external
room and an intemal dividing wall being aclded. A number of clay floor surfaces with
associated occupation debris were noted, as were several hearths, and a series of
internal post holes and gullies which may represent an earlier timber structure. The
building was suruollndecl by an occupation horizorl some 0.3 rn thick, r,vhich produced
a large quantity of potteryr and metal objects, particularly horseshoes and horseshoe

nails, but also rvoocl-working tools, buckles, a lock, a key, a heckle-tooth and an

animal bell. The building probably functioned as a farrier's workshop for at least part
of its life, but the cornplete ¿rbsence of hammer scale suggests that metal was not
being smithecl at the site. The complex appears to have been abandoned during the 14d'

century, ancl zrpart frorn sporadic stone robbing. there was little ¿rctivity at the site
thereafter, r,vhich appears to have been under pastllre to the present day.

3 Q U ANTIFICATION OF IVIATERIALS

3.1 Site Records

The site record comprises

QUANTTTY
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QUANTITY

603 sherds (i.1 54 s)
1 cremation
2 frags
I frar¡

7.883 sherds t-i9.225 g)

2,075 fì'agments

677

42

23 fragments
I
46
9 obiects

MATEzuAL
h'on A{¿eiR-B:
Potterv
[-lul.nan bulials
Glass

Stone

Saxo-NormarviVledieval:
Potterv

Auiural bone
Ir'on Obiects
('o¡r¡rel Allov obiects
Lcutl Obiects
Glass

Workecl bone objects
Enviroumental sarnples

Stone
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3.2 Finds

STÄTENIENT OF POTENTIAL

The follorving is a summaly assessment of the value of the data from the excavations
in temrs of their potential for contributing to our Lrnderstanding of the site and its
regional context. The full assessment reports are contained in Appendices 1-8.

4.1 Stratigraphy and Site Phasing

A total of 116 cut featllres were present on tlte site, with a total of 426 contexts
recorded. Area A/B had 7 ditches,3 robber trènches, 8 pits,2l post-holes and 4
plougl-r funor.vs. Alea CiD had six ditch cuts and two plough furrows. Area E
contained 20 clitchigully cuts, 8 pits, 22 post-holes. 2 plough furrows, 1 cremation and
? tree holes.

The f-eatures recol'clecl 'uvere Romano-British (possible Iron Age feature included), or
S¿rxo-Norr-r-l¿ìrì to late meclieval in date, accorcling to the ceramic evidence. The
relationships ['ret'"veen these leatures were in the main fairiy simple, although the
pliasing o1'Builcling A (2002) was relatively complex.

Vlost of the stratigraphic relationships were intenral or inter-period. The majority of
the Iron Age and Rornan clitches were isolated from each other apart from in trench G,

although they rvere clearll, overlain or cut by Sa.ro-Nornall and medieval features in
other ¿rreas. Verv t-erv of the later leatures had relationships other than on the broadest

level: the hard st¿urd/tloor in trench E overlay the Saxo-Nonnan enclosure, and the

other trvo stnrctlrres overl¿ry ¡rlough furrorvs, bLrt there r,vere fer,v other relationships
except for intern¿rl iìoors and phases of rebuilding in Building A.

4.2 Fincls

5
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The excavation produced 603 sherds weighing 3154 g. The assemblage appears to
span the later pre-RolÌran lron Age (LPRIA) to possibly the 2"'t century AD.

The ¡rotential ol'the Ror.nan pottery assenlblage recovered fì'orn Fringford Paddock
lies in its cornparison to l-nilterial from adjacerlt sites. sllch as the small assemblages
from Clrosslancls (Booth 1993) ancl Fringtbrd Loclge (Bootli 1994). Oxford Road,
Bicester provicles one conternporary comparative ¿rssemtrlage (Booth 1996), although
this is arl lrea rvitl-t very/ fèr,v comparable assemblages. Further study of the
assemblage coLrld retine the chronology ancl enable char¿rcterisation of a rural
settlement in the hinterlancl of the small town of ,,\lchester.

4.:.2 ,VIctliatuLL Pottct'.t' (Appentlix 2)

The post-Rol.n¿u.r potterli assemblage comprised 7,883 sherds with a total weight of
59.225 g. The ¡rinimum number of vessels was 16.5. The fabrics ¿re all types which
¿ire well l<nown in the region (cf. Mellor l9L)4). Despite this, the assemblage is worthy
of detailed anall,sis and publication, as fèw rLrral sites in the region have been
excavateci and pLrblishecl in recent years. Consequently, the assemblage has the
potelltial to be I Lrseful corlparandurn with those fì'om small towns. such as that from
the Castle Lane site at uearby Brackley (Blinkhorn in prep.). arnd larger urban
settlements such as Northampton and Oxford. The Brackley assemblage contained a

not¿rble ar-noLrnt of regional ancl foreign importecl wares, probably as a result of the
town's iuvolvenrent in the meclieval wool-trade. Fringfbrd. as a potential source of
wool f-or the market. does rlot appear to show this pattem, ¿rnd thus can provide a

v¿rluable source olinfomr¿rtion regarding the consLnlrption of pottery in different types
of seLtlenrent in the regiou.

1.2.3 .\uso-Nortnun ttnrl Metlievul lvletctlworlc ¡Appentlix 3)

Tlre assembla,qe cornprised -12 copper alloy objects, 403 iron objects (including 258
r-rails fì'onl post-Roman context, and c 300 associated with the R-B cremation) and I
leacl object. One hundrecl ancl four of the objects (not including nails) are identifiable
at tiris st¿ìge. Of these 3 ¿rre fì'om Saxo-Norman contexts, I is ft'om an early rnedieval
corrtext. 4l ¿rre fì-onl late rneclieval contexts and 20 are tiom late medieval or
tr¿utsitional contexts. Fortv objects are lrom contexts with no ussociated pottery.
Three clf'the nails c¿rnre frorn contexts associatecl witl-r Saxo-Nomran pottery, seven
trom earlv nrerlieval. 94 h'om later medieval, 48 tì'om late rnedieval transitional or
later groulls. anrl l0ó n'ere Lrnstratifiecl or from Lrndatecl contexts. The size and the

iclentiliable colltents of the iron assemblage inclicate tlie potential fbr a localised,
lightu,cight iron-n'orkin_u industry. The nurnber of nails. particularly horseshoe nails
¿urd ht¡rseshoes. nralr point tor.varcls the site being a fàrriery for much of the associated
structr.rre's lilè. The remaining objects (such as the bLrckles) nlav represent products
ol ln ¿rle¿r ol nrore diverse ¿rctivity than uould he ¿rssoci¿rtecl ivith a seneral srnithy.
There are howerer no inunetliately obvioLrs iron-rvorking tools, atrci tro evidence of
hanrmer-scale l'as recoveretl.

Eviclencc f-or uoocl-r.r,'orking is represented by the gotrge (SF 2303. ctx.2014) and

r'¿rric'rLls r,r'eclges (cg. SF 1i05. ctx.2014) for splitting rvood. iurd tlte ultmerous nails
inciic¿rte the presence ol l'oorlen stmctures. An arvl (SF 2357, ctx. 5032) indicates

intltrstries such as leather-rvorl.ing and the hecklctooth (SF 2250. ctx.2014) indicates

6
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the processing of fibres prior to spinning. The bell (SF 2263, cfx.2023) is a type
associated 'with ¿rnimals. Other tools include the various knife blades that may have
been useci lor doulestic l)tnposes.

Ob.jects associate(l r,vith stmctures include the staples. l-ìails. hooks, and fittings and
other lin'nitlrrc is indicaterl [rv tl-re padlock ltey (SF 2197), the possìble lock fiagments
anrl thc l<evs (SI- 1022. SF 2197. ctx. 201ó).

Personal rte-nrs present ¿rre ntainly copper alloy. uncl preclominantly buckles, although
larger bLrcl<les ¿re represented in iron. The thinrble (SF 2023. ctx.2270) and pin (SF
l(J()0. ctx. 5(X)l ) inclicate serving.

The metalrvork assemblage, particularly the ironrvork, is both of high ciuality and has

the potenti¿rl to considerabiy enhance the understanding of the econolny of the site,
particularly the trLrilding in area A and chauges in tire tunction of the building through
til'ne.

4.2.1 Glu.ss (Appentlix 41

The ¿rssemblage cornprised 24 fragments, of r,r,hich 7 were from bottles, 11 were
fi'agments of lvindow glass, two were from undiagnostic vessels anclone fragment was

cornpletely ulliclentifiable. A glass bead also occumed, rvhich, despite being in a post-
medieval context. is possibly Romano-Britisli.

Potential is minin-ral. The ¿rssemblage as a lvhole is very fragmentaty and warrants no

further c¡Lrantitative r,vork. The only fragments of interest are Romauo-British, both of
which can Lre clescribecl in the final report. An illtrstration may be required. The
cllrreut database is sufficient for archive pulposes.

4.:.-i I'Vltatstoncs (A¡tpentli:51

A total ol nine r,vhetstones occurred, all meclieval. and primariiy mica schist or
siltstone. Ne¿rrh,all of them occuned in or ¿rouncl building A. and are ¿r further factor
in the understancling of the economy and function of the structure. Their rnineralogical
type and clate rvill lre rese¿irched at publication stage. as they have the potential to
enh¿urce oLrr unclerstanding of market supply systenls 1-or the region during the

rnedier,¿rl perior[.

1.:.6 .-lttintul Botta 1..|¡t¡tctttli.r 6)

A total of 207,5 lragments of bone r.vere retrieverl fiom the excavation. The rnajority
had suf-fered attritional ilarlirge due to the acidic rl¿ìture of the soil and, consequently,
were \/er-)/ triable. As a result. approximately half had suffereci post-excavational

cl¿unase. Less than 5'Ì'i, ol the bones had clear signs of br.ttcl-rery. This figure rnay be

n-risleacliug because the lì'a-qmentary state ¿urd the attritional riat-uage to the surface of
the nrnjoritl' cll'bones mav have erased such cviclence. Only 34.1 bones could be

iclentifled. irlthoLrgh the poor preservation mcant that a single boue lvas often
represcllte(l lrv nunrerous f}agments, as r,vas the c¿rse rvith one of the horse skulls,
r,r,hich u'as brolien into 182 small pieces. The assemblase suggests that the majority of
[¿rn-n anint¿rls u'ere kept Lrntil urarturit¡r. indicating thirt sheep r,vere kept in the main for

7
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their wool, ancl cattle for draught purposes in addition to being a source of meat.

The poor colidition of the bones means that there is little to be gained from any further
work.

l-lturuut Botte (Apperttlix 7)

A sin-trie crenlation burial (5008) was found. lt had been placed in an irregular pit
(5017) anclr,vas associateci lvith charcoal and a large nLrn.ìberof iron r-rails. The pit had
a maximurl de¡rth of only 0.04 m and is likely to have been tmncated in the Saxon
period. The entrre cremation burial weighed only 88 g (+698 g unsorted residue
incorporating a very small quantity of hurnan bone) and has been identified as the
partial renlaius of an adult individual of uncertain sex. The bone was white and well-
calcinecl and iclentihable fi'agments includecl skull vault, dentition and long-bone shaft
ft'aglnents.

The crem¿rted bone has no ftulher potential. Honevel', the association of the charcoal
ancl iron n¿rils is of signiiìcance and is suggestive of a Roman date. At least three
clifferent nail types were present, including hobnails. It is likely that the individual
haci been r,vearing hobnailed boots and was placed in ¿r wooclen coffin before being
subsequently bumt or1 a crelnation pyle. Tlie resulting deposit was then placed in the
pit (5017). Philpott refers to a concentration of cremation burials with footwear in the

south-east although there are no other examples fiom Oxfordshire (1991, fig. 11).

4.2.8 Environmentul eviclence (Appenelix 8¡

A series of soil samples were taken for the extraction of charred plant remams.

Sarnples were taken frorn hearths and layers within building A, ditches and pits, a

cremation cleposit and the occupation horizons around building A. The last-named
r,vas sarnplecl in three trausects in order to inve'stigate horizontal spatial patterning
r,vithin the cieposit. A total of 4ó flots were subnritted for the assessment, of which 45

contained charred remains. The cremation fill (context 5009) produced no charred
rnaterial. Six miciclen sanples and one sarnple of Saxon daub contained more than
100 items. The rnajority of sarnples contained large quantities of modern roots and

rootlets and sm¿rll qlrautities of grain and pulses.

The cereal species representecl are all well establishecl in southern Britain by the late

Saxoniezrrl¡i Nomran periocl. The occumence ol tì'ee-threshing Triticttm sp., hulled
Llonlctttn sir.. .Jlclrc sp. aurd Secule cerectlc'is therefore to be expected in sarnples of
this period. There is very little evidence of cereai processing either in the form of
cereal chafï or' 'uveecl seeds. The occumence of relatively large numbers of cultivated
legumes is also to be expected'r,vithin samples olthis date. The density of remains
rvithin the cleposits is cluite lor.v and within the occupation horizon the density is not
sufficient for arny meaningfirl spatial analysis. Gir en tl-re par"rcity of well-sampled rural
rneclieval sites in Oxfbrclshire the results of the assessr-nent are of interest and should
be includecl in the fìnal report. It is not thought, horvever, that the quantity ancl quality
of remains are sLrlficient to merit ftrrther analysis.

8
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5 RESEARCH AIIUS

5.1 Excavation Aims

The original aims of the excavations at Fringford Paddock vvere as set out in section
2.3 ol this r'locument. However. in the light ol'the urlexpected tind of the Saxo-
Norman er.ìcloslrre alld the r-neclieval stnlctures. it has been possible to expand the
original airls to erlconlp¿rss a fìriler range of archaeological evidence.

5.2 Revisecl .\ims

Aint I Tlta dcvclopntcttÍ of'tlte excctvuterl seÍtlement

The aims of the excavatiou as originally set out irl the Oxfordshire County Brief are

still valid. [n particular', Fringfbrd is known to have been a village at the time of
Dornesday, but apart fi'orn the excavations listed in section 2.2, Iitt\e substantial
evidence of its post-Rornan origins and development had been discovered prior to the
present excav¿rtion. Post-excavatior-r analysis will airn to date and characterise the
development of the settlement from Saxo-Nomran to late rnedieval times, taking
accoLutt o ['er,'iclence lbr the changing pattems of tire economy of the settlement during
the periocl, parrticularly the change from arable-based farming to wool production
during the later r.nedieval period. Some consideration r,vill be given to the local and
regional context of the site, although the scale of the results does not justify detailed
research at this level. Discussion of the development of the settlement will be
conrplenrented by a documentary study of historic maps and the Victoria County
Histon,.

Aim 2 Attuhsis of'Building A uncl its occttpution ltorizott

The ?farriel's workshop in area A has the potential to provide an insight into the

changing uses and organrzation of such a structure, with the secluence of internal
features ancl the associated extemal occupation horizon being the key to its
understancling. The latter rvas excavated in I m squares and 100 mm spits, with metal
objects recorclecl three-din-rensionally. The lalge number of well-preserved metal
objects. particularrly the ironwork, should provide a detailed insight into changes in the

function of the stnrctì.rre suggested by the rebuilding phases.

Åint 3 Tltc It'r¡tt .lgt' tttttl lìr¡ttttut uctit)it),

The evirlence fòr Il'on Age and Roman occLr¡ratiou courplements the results of
previous archaeological ',vork ir-r the vicinitir, and a limited amount of further work is
proposecl in orcler to preserlt a synthetic report of this nlaterial tbr publication.

.1 int J l,)i.r.sc'ntintttion tttttl Ltrcltit'ittg

The site archive rvill be microfilmed for secLrrity pulposes ancl the master copy
c'lepositerl ri'ith the RCHVIE N¿rtional Vionurnents Recorci in Srvinclon. [t is intended to
pLrblish the resLrlts of the excavations as au OAU Occasional Paper. On completion of
the project" the fìrll site archive will be deposited rvith the Oxfordshire County
Museuns Service.

9
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6 IVIETHODOLOGICAL SUMMARY

6.1 Stratigraphy

The original aims of'the project \.vere simply to record the extent, nature, condition
ancl cl.ìronologl, ol'the arch¿reological remains art Fringt-ord Paddock. However, some
aspects ol'the site. specitìcally the Saxo-Normau and medieval tèatures, are important
at a regioniLl level. aucl the publication should achnowledge this (see section 5, above).
The Ronrau remains rvould reqr"rire only basic reporting.

Basic ntatrices h¿rve been compiled, but the largely dispersecl nature of much of the
site meatrs thart phasing will be largely reliant on ¿rrtefÌrct dating, particularly that of
the pottery. Basic spot-dating has been canied out at assessment stage, although some
minor acljLrstn-leuts may l¡e necessary. It is envisaged, however, that the phasing will
comprise the f-ollowing chronoiogical categories:

Phase I
Phase 2
Phase 3
Phase 4
Phase 5

Late pre-Roman lron Age
Saxon Norman (c AD 1000-i 100)

Early Medieval (c ADI 100- 1200)

Late lVleclieval (c AD 1200-1400)
Late Medieval Transitional (1 5'r'-16'r' centllries)

The stratigrapliic analysis of the site will be matched and compared between site
areas, when it is possible for features to be successfully related through the written
recorcl, clescriptive text ancl the drawing brief for illustrations. Both the relationships
between features (where possible) and individual sequences within more complex
groups (i.e. buildings 2002 and 5055) will be examined, and assimilated with the
prinrary record of'the evaluation excavations (Cook, 1997). Aints l-3, tusks I, 2,4.

6.2 :\rtelacts

With the exception of the pottery and whetstones. (see below). only limited potential
for ftrrther analysis has been identified cluring the course of the post-excavation
assessment. lt is therefore proposed to publish eclited versions of the existing reports.
Aim.s l-4 ru.sli 9.

The Romall pottery rvas recorded by number ancl rveight of sherds and labric (utilizing
the OAU tàbric recorcling sirstern) at assesstnent stage, and context groups were spot-
dated. Further lvork will be carried out to refine the chronology and enable the
assenrblage to be placecl iu its regional context. .-lint 3. tuslt 5.

The post-Ronran pottery has been subject to a similar level of analysis at assessment

stage. ancl a fìrll clatabase has been compiled, u'ith the pottery recorded by uumber,
weight antl rlinimurn number of vessels per fabric type per context. Typological data,

such as rim lòrnrs ¿urd cliametel's. have also beerr recorded. The pottery will confirm
phasing ancl contribute to the discussion and interpretation of the site. The pottery
types are ¿ril rvell-knorvn in the region, and turtherwork will enable the assemblage to
be placecl in its regional context. Aints l-2, tuslc 7.
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6.3 Bcofacts

Basic anarlysis ol'the ecolàctual remains w¿rs carried out at the assessment stage. and
has inclicated that linle further work is necessary beyond the updating of the
assessment reports (see Appendices 6 and 8). Aints l-2, ¡usk 9.

6.4 Svnthesis

The discLrrsive aud interpretative text will be written, based on the infonnation
provicled by the stratigraphic descriptions aud specialist reports. Aints I-4, tusks 6, 10.

7 PU BLICATION

A synopsis is presented below; all word lengths are approximate. A list of the tasks
and personnel is inclucled.

The results of the excavations will be published as an OAU Occasional Paper

7.1 PublicationSynopsis

Exanutions ut tlte Pucldock, Rectory Lune, Fringford, 1997
By Paul Blinldrorn with contributions by Christine Bloor, Paul Booth, Angela
Boyle. Bethan Charles, Cecily Cropper. Tora Hylton, Ruth Pelling and Kayt
Smith

List of Ilh-rstrations and tables
Summary
Acknorvledgements

I. Introcluction c 1500 words

[-oc¿rtion. geology and topography
l-l i storical [rackground
Archaeo logical background
E xcavation methodology
Report stmctllre and archive

2. The Excavations

Phasc l: lron Age and Rornano-British c 2000 r.vords

Description
The site in its regior-r¿rl context
The Fincls

Pottery
The crernation
Glass
Coins?
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Phase 3: Early lVleclieval (12'u - mid I3'r' ccrltury)
Descriptions:

Pre-building uctivitv
Tire Finds

Phase 2: Saxo-Nomtan ( iO'r'- l2'r'centuly) c 2000 words
Descriptions:

Area E: Enclosures ¿rnd other features
Other trenches

The Fincls

c 1000 words

c 250 words

c 2000 words

c 400 words

c 200 words

c 200 words

c 1500 words

March 1999

Pliase 4: Later Vleclieval (mid l3th-'/14'r'century) c 4000 words
Descriptions:

Area A/B: Building and occupation deposits
Area E: Building I

Building 2

Other Features
Other Trenches

The Finds

Phase 5: L¿rter Meclieval-Modern (? l5'r'-20'r' century)
Description: Stone Robbing
The Finds

Post-Ronrall pottery

Quantitative and qualitative analysis
Spatial analysis
The assernblage in its regional context

Whetstones

Ecoiacts

Animal Bone
As assessment report

Enviroumental
,As ¿nsessrlent repoft

3. Discussion

[ìom¿ur ¿urd Post-Rolllan Fringford in its local ar-rcl

r-egional corltext
Settler¡ent ¿rncl economv

4. Bibliograph¡,

5. Appendix: Context descriptions (tabulated)
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Total: 15,050 \üords,
plus preliminaries,
appendix and
bibliography

Figures

Fig. t. Location of Fringford, the site, and the sites of previous work

Fig. 2. Trench locations (including main features and labelling for phases)

Fig. -ì. Alea A/B detailed plan

Fig. 4. Are¿r E detailed plan

Fig. 5. Sections

Fig. ó. Finds

7.2 Archiving

The archives will be ordered for security copyillg and are in good condition. The
Fringford archive will be deposited with the Oxfordshire museum service, and will
conform r.vith the t K IC and IGMC standards.



The Paddock. R?(îorr L(ttc, Fringþnl, O;tf'orrlshire: Post-Excnvation Asst'sstnettt tnd Research Dcsign Morch 1999

1O BIBLIOGRAPHY

Biddle. VI anclBarclay. K. 1990 'Sewing pins' and wilc' in VI Biddle (ed.) lVinchester Studies 7.ii,
Object untl Econom)'itt Mulievul l4/inchester Clarendon. 5(r0-571

Biddle. M and Ehnhurst. L. 1990 Serving Equipment in M Biclclle (ed.\ trl/inchester Studies 7.ii,
O h.j e c t un t l E c¡ ¡ t t o nn' i tt tl4 e t l i ct, t t l LV i tt c h es rer Clarenclon, 80.+- 1 7

Bidclle. M arrcl Keene. S. 1990 LeatherWorking,in VI Bicldle \ed.) l'l/itrchcs¡cr Stuclies 7.i. Object
unrl Ecc¡ttt..lt¡, itt tVlatlict,ul I{inchcstcr Clarendon. 245-7

Biddle. !1. l96l 'fhe Deserted iVleclieval Village ot'Seacourt. Berkshire O.uonicttsíu 26127.10-202

Blirrklrorrt. P\V. 1994 .Vn'iluunprottshire .4nglo-Stxon tttul tVlatlievul Coun^' Cø'amic Type-series

Northanrptonslure l-lelitage

Blinkhorn. P\\¡- in plep. a)Tlte Post-Roman Pottery in A Chapman (in prep)

Blinkholn. I'W. in plep. b)The Pottery in I Meadow's (in plep.)

Booth. P. 199-l The Pottely. in A Mudd 1993

Booth. P, 1994 The Pottery, in OAU 1994

Booth. P. 199ó The Pottery ancl other Ceramic Finds. in An archaeological excavation at Oxford
Road. Bicester'. Oxfbrcl (C ìvloulcl et al .) Oxoniensiu 6l

Chapnran. A. iu prep lycsÍ Cottotl: A Study in Settlemant Dynumics. Excut'utions at lüest Cotton,
Ruunrls, Norrluuupftlts hirc. 1 98 5 -9 English Heritage Monograph Series

Clark. J(ecl.), 1995 ivledieval Finds.fi'om Excuvaîiotts in London;5. Thc iVlcdicval Horse andits
Equipntanr c I I 50- II5() London: HMSO

Cook, S, 1997 Thc Purklocli. Rectorlt Lane, Fringforil. Oxfordshire. Archueological Evaluqtion
Report. Unpubl. client report, Oxtbrd Archaeological Unit Nfay 1997

Crossley. D. t()90 fu¡st-I'luliet'ul ,4rchueologt in Bt'ituin Leicester Universin' Press

Derrlrarn. V. lgli-i -fhe Portery in J Williams. M Sharv and V Denham ,Vtiddle Sctxon Palaces
ut Nortlruu¡ttorr Nolthampton Developrnent Corp Mono Ser {. 46-63 and microt-rche

Egarr. C rritl l'ritchalcl. F. 199 1 ,I4ctlicval Finds /i'ont E.tcuvutit¡us ìtt Lotulott:3, Dress Accassories
c' I I 5()- 1150 Lonclon: Hrv-[SO. -50-124

Egan. C. 1995 Buckles. hasps and str:ap hooks in J Clark (ed.) .l'lulietul Finl.s /iont Excuvcttions in
Lt¡tttlt¡tt;5.'iltt'.\,lt'tliet'ttl Horsc tutl it.s Et¡Ltiptnettt t'll5()-1150 London: H\ISO. -i5-61

Gaimster. D. 1997 Ccnttutt Sft¡nett,ot'e 1200- 1900 Ilritish ![useun Pless

Goodall. I l-1. 198+ h'on Ob.jects ir.r A Rogerson & ('Dallas Excuvution:; in Tlrctlbnl 1948-59 &
I 97 3-80 EEA 22. 76- I 0ó

Goodall. lFI. 198.i lr'onn'ork in C M Cnnninghanr.t P J Drury. Post-.l4erlicval Sitcs & the

Ponctl': þlottl.sltuttt .\n'cct. Cheltn.r'lil'r1 Counc Brit Archaeol Res Rep 54. -il-8

Gooclall. I LI. 1990 Heckleolrvoolcombteethin M llicldle Gd.). |l'inchcsrat'Studies 7.i, Object
u tt t I Eco t t t ¡t t ¡' i t t tl/ t' t I i atr t I 14: i t t c I t es I c t' Clalenclon. 2 I 4-6

Goocfall. I l-I. l99l Iron Knives in S Margeson, ,'V¿.¡rr'r'¡cir Househokls: lVlctlieval uttd Post-
ivluliet,ul l:irttl.t fittttr triot'tt'it'lt,S¿l'vcì, Escut,utiotts l97l-78 EEA 58. Norrvich Survey. 124-33

t7



The Putklock, Ra tot't lttne, Fringlbril. Otþrdshire: Post-Excavutíon Asst'ssment otrd Research Design March 1999

Gooclall. Il{. 1993 Textile Manufacture & Needleu,olk in S. Margeson, Norwich Households:
ìVletlietutl tttttl P¡tsî-ll4etliewtl Fittds.fi'om Nortviclt Sutt,ay Etcut,utions 197 l-78 EEA 58, Norwich
Survey. I l{2- 189

Gooclall. L Ft and.Vlalgeson. S. 1993 Fuminrle & Coiïin Fittings in S Margeson, Not'wich
Ht¡ttsaltoltls: ,llctlit'rrtl utttl Pt¡.sr-¡VIeilicval Finds fìtnn Norvici,S¡r¡'r,ct' Exatvutiotts 197 l-78 EEA 58,
Nolrvich Sulr'.'r'. rJ-Ni

(ilant. .\. l()7-i l-lre anir.nal bunes in BW Cunliffè (ed.)
l/oltutta I : lùtt¡ttut l-onclon: Society of Antiquaries -i78 - 40S

E.utttvuit¡tts m Prtrtchestct' Castle.

Iverrs. lìJ. l()ii I \lerlieval Pottely Kilns at Brill, Buckrngharnshire Rec. Buckinghtunshire 24: 144-70

Kilrr.rtrrrv- t(. l9tj0 Tltc PoÍtat't' ln¿ustrv of'Suunfitnl. Li¡rc.s BAR Brit Ser 84

Larvson. G. l990.len''s Harp in M Biddle (ed.), llinclt('.\Ícr Stu(lics 7.ii. Obiccr urul Economy in
lvl ctlicvtt I lVi n c lt cs tcr Clarenclon. 724-5

Luff. R. 1990 h'ou Bell in M Biddle (ed.), lltinchcs¡er Stulies 7.ii. Object end Economy in
lVl ct I i at,u I I I' i n t' I t t's t at' Clalendon. 728-9.

Ma1,s5. I). l()()E .-\ scventeenth cellnrry pottery kiln at Pottc¡spury. Northauts Post-iVledieval Archaeol,
2. -5_i-82

Ivlellor'. Vl. 199.1 Orl'orcl Pottely: A Synthesis of rniddle and late Saxon, medieval and early post-

nreclieval pottery in the Oxtbld Region Oxoniensia 59.17-217

Mr¡clcl. A. l99l E.ttut,tttir¡ns ut Crrssslarul:;, Fring/brtl. Oxlonl. Unpubl. clietlt report, Oxford
Archaeological Unit

Mynalcl. D('. 1970

Sr;¿r 49--i-i
VIeclier,al Pottery of Potterspury Type Bull Northuttpronshit"e Fed Archaeol

OAU. 1996 lrringlbrcl lvlanor'. Flingtbrd, Oxfoldshire. Alchaeolo-sical rvatching brief report

Plrilpon. R 199 I Btrriul pruc:fit:cs itt Rrnnut Britain.,{ s¿¿¡r'c'r, of gnn'e lreuÍment tmd /iunishirrg 'lD 43-
410 Brit Arch Rep. Blit Ser' 219. Ternpus Reparatum, Oxt'old

Rogers. N S H. l99i Thc.lrchueology o.f Yot'lt: The.\ntull Finds. 17/9, Atrgliutt ancl Other Finds

.fiom F i.t I t c t'.gatc C'BA.

OAtr. 1994

brief 1994

!Vhiteheacl. ll. I 
(X)()

Wilkinsorr. [) tctl.l. i()()]

I--r'ingf-olcl Loclge, Flingtbrd, neal Bicester. Oxibrdshire: evaluation and rvatching

llttcltlas I 2 5 ()- I 800 Greenlight.

O.rlitrtl .1t'clttrctsktgicul L,ttit Fit'ltl ,l,luttuul (Filst eclitiorl. August 1992)

l8



Tha Podtlock, Rct'tor.r' Lunc. Fring/ord, O.tfordshire: Post-Excavotion Asscssment und Research Design March 1999

APPENDIX I ROMANO-BRITISH AND IRON AGE POTTERY

By Kayt Smith ¿rnd Paul Booth

The exclvation procluced ó03 sherds wei-uhing 3154 g. The assemblage appears to
span the later pre-Ronlan [ron Age (LPzuA) to ¡rossibly the 2"d century AD. A rapid
assessnrent anrl c¡uantifìcation (nurnber of shercls and rveight) of the assemblage was
Llnclertal(en. F-abrics were recorded following the fabric recording system used by the
OAU anrl context groups \vere spot-dated.

Discr¡ssion

The Romau pottery r,vas all recovered frorn ditch fills. with the exception of three
sherds fi'om layer 2006 and ten sherds from a meclieval tìrrrow (4019). The majority of
the material (3ó3 sherds. 1,591 g) contained grog with organic or sand inclusions
(E80, E10 and E30 in the OAU system) ancl is ch¿rracteristic of the late Iron Age/early
Roman transition period. All the 810 rnaterial w¿rs recovered from a ditch fill (2078).
The balance of the fabrics and forms indicates that the bulk of the assemblage dates to
the l" and 2"d centuries, comprising jars in mainly oxidized and reduced sandy wares
(O20 and R30). The only fine wares recovered were Nene Valley colour-coat,
unsourced 'uvhitervares and one sherd of Sanrian ware.

Statement of Potential

The potential of the Roman pottery assemblage recovered frorn Fringford paddock lies
in its cornparison to rnaterial frorn adjacent sites, such as the small assemblages from
Crossl¿rncls (Booth 1993) and Fringford Loclge (Booth l,994). Oxford Road, Bicester,
provides one colÌtemporary comparative assemblage (Booth 1996), although this is an
area rvith verv tèw comparable assemblages. Further study of the assemblage is
reqr"rirecl to refìne the clrronology and enable ch¿rracterisation of a rural assemblage in
the hinterlancl of-t[.re small tor.vn of Alchester.

19



Tlt<' Putldtrck. Rcrtt¡t't'l.uttt'. FringJonl. O.rJbxlslrirc: Post-Exco¡uttion,4ssessme,tt tnd Raseurch Design March 1999

APPENDIX 2 POST ROMAN POTTERY

By Paul Blinkhorn

Introduction

The post-Rornan pottery assemblage comprised 7.883 sherds with a total weight of
59,225 g. The rnit-ìilnltm number of vessels 'vv¿ìs 3ó.5. The pottery occurrence by
nlullber and weight of sherds and minimrur nulnber of vessels per ware type per
ceramic phase in shorvn in tables 1-5. The occurrence by nnmber and weight of sherds
per fabric tyl)e per context is shown in table I (below).

Fabric

The fÌrbrics are all types rvhich are well known in the region. Bec¿ruse of Fringford's
location ne¿rr the Norlhamptonshire/Oxfordshire border, most of the pottery is types
wl-rich ¿u'e encoclerl in the type-series of both counties. Consequently, in the data tables
allcl the descriptions belorv, r,vhere appropriate, the cocles flom botli type series are
giverr. The Oxfbrclshire cocles (Mellor 1994) are invariably prehxed 'OX', while those
of the Northaunptonshire type-series are usually a three-ciigit number.

Tlie rnain fabric type were as follows:

IVIajor W¿rres

West Oxf'ot'rlsltirc t,vut"e (OXAC: F207)

Calcareous gravel wares, probably from several clifferent solrrces, and also known as

Cotswolds Oolitic r,vare (Mellor 1994,44). The tradition was long-lived, and is thought
to have had a cunency of the late ninth to the 15'r'centunes (ibid.; Blinkhom in prep. a).

Tlre vast majority of vessels are jars, although bo'uvls cio occur. 628 sherds,5,726 g,

MNV :4.1-s.

Eus t þl/ Ì I t s I t i rc I'\,'u re ( O,Y.'10 )

Flint and limestone w¿rre. Curency from the I lth to the l5th centuries. The commonest
vessel t'or-ms ¿rre jars. zrlthough bor,vls and occasional pitchers are known. 467 sherds,

5.083 g. ñtNV: 1.53.

,\t t t t t h' (' r ¡t t t'.s t't rt t t'as f F -l 60 I

A group olìrlr.r¿ìr'tz temperetl. rvheel-finished rvares trom nurnerous kilns sites, including
BrilliBoarstall ancl B¿rnbury types (Mellor 1994). All have a sirnilar chronology,
coveriug the lteriocl AD ll00-1400. Mainll, jars ¿u.rd borvls. although jugs are known.
3.220 shercis. 22.38ó g, NINV : 14.19.

Slt e I lt' C otLt's ctt u res ( F 3 -j 0 I

Products ol numerous knor,vn and very probably rlany unknor,vn kilns located on the
Jurassic limestone ridge of r.vest Northants and east Bedfordshire. Sirnilarity of fabrics
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makes it virtually impossible to differentiate pr:oducts of individual kilns. Currency
broaclly ADl100-1400. Commonest vessel fomrs are jars and wide, shallow bowls,
altlrorrgh other types do occasionally occur. 202 sherds. 1.574 g, MNV:0.91.

B r i I l/ B rxt r.stu I I r ( ).Y¿liVI : F 3 5 I )

A ture sancl-v ware, pafticularly noted for the procluction of highly decorated medieval
glazecl jugs. llthough unglazed jars and other vessels such as skillets and aquamaniles

are lülon'r.l (Mellor 1994). Procluction was centrecl on the eponymous villages, which
proclucecl a rarlge of 'uvares tì'om the l3'r'to the 17'r'centuries (Ivens l98t). 1,963 sherds,

13,123 g, VlltlV : 10.i0.

Pottersptu't' v;(It'c ( OX68 : n 29 )

Fine sancly lvare. produced ¿rt the villages of Potterspury and Paulerspury. The kiln sites

produced pottery frour the rnid/late 13'r'to the 17'r'centuries (Mynard 1970). Main forms
jugs, jars ancl borvls. 1.171 sherds,9,153g, MNV:5.42.

iVlinor Wares

St. Naot.s tl;ut'c ((').YR. l:100)

Shelly-linrestorle teulperecl ware. Four fabric types are knolvn, br"rt only the Saxo-
Nonnan -ll(2) type (Denharn 1985) occumed at Fringford. This particular type is
datecl ADl000-1200 at Northampton (ibid.). Main t-omrs are jars and bowls, but jugs

are knorvn. Two sherds, 9 g.

Stumforcl wure (F205)

Fine sandy ware. marlLlfactured in the eponymoLìs Lincolnshire town, and most often

associatecl ',vith glazed pitchers, although jars and bowls were a corunon part of the

potter's repenoire (Kih-nurry 1980). Currency broaclly late 9'r'-late l2'r'centuries. Four

sherds, 28 g.

Developetl Stunl'ortl wut'e ( F3 3 I )

Manufirctured at a kiln excavated in the grouncls of Stamford School, and dated to
arouncl AD l2(X) (Kilmuny 1980,30). Procluctiorr rnainlv highly decorated jugs with a
rich, glossy copper-green glaze. One sherd, I g.

GritttsIr¡tt tt'ttt't' (l:-l 2õ)

Harci. sunrlv \\,are. lr¿ulLrfirctured at nlunerolrs kilns near Kiug's Lynn. Norfolk. The

best-linou n ltrorlucts of the inclustry are liighly clecorated glazed jugs, which occur in
small c¡uiLntities on nl¿l-ìv sites in the south-east nridlands. Such vessels are usually
1.1'l' ceuturv iu tlate-. Tlrree sherds. 40 ,q.

It4 i n e4'- t.t'1ta LI''t t t'c ( O.YB B )

Linestone tempered ware. m¿rnufactured in the Cotswolds region, probably at more
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tlran one cerltre (Mellor 1994). It had a currency of the l2'r'l13'r'-16'r'centuries,Glazed
jugs are the commonest vessel form, but other types such as dripping dishes and
aqualnaniles are lcrown (Blinkhom in print a). Tr,vo sherds, 4 g.

Lutc tVlaliat'ul Orili:ctl v,rtre (F401)

This ¡rottcr'\1 ll¿rs a nunrtrer of'sources. rlith l,nown hilns inclutling Glapthom in
Northants l¡rcl (ircat Bricktlill in Btrcks. Fabric is generally very hard and grey, with
rveal., tt-r bright orutngc surtìrces. sometimes r,vith a ¡roor cprality green _qlaze. Full range of
late nreclicval/tr'¡nsitional vessel t-onns. Mict- l5'r'ccrlturv. 18 shercls. 275 g.

(' i.s t t' t'r' i t t t t r r'¿//'('.r ( l:4 04 )

Srnooth, red tìibric'uvitir fèr,r, visible inclusions, and a glossy dark brown to black glaze.
The rv¿rle is cor-nn-ìou tluoughout eastem arld southern England, with numerolls kiln-
sites. The nearest l<nor,vn production centre to Fringforcl is PotterspLuy (Mayes 1968).

The traciition can be given a broad date-range of q. 1475-1550 (Crossley 1990,245).
Two shercls, l3 s

Germun,\'[ott t'v'tt t'cs ( F4 08 )

Hard, dense, grey \'vare, often with a brown-speckled salt-glaze. Manufactured at

lllrmerolls sites in the Rhineland fi'om the l5'r' century onwards. Commonest form are

beer-mugs, which were imported into Britain by the million during the 16'r'and 17'h

centuries (Gainrster 1997). One sherd, 15 g.

Chronologl'

Each ceramic groLrp r,vas given ¿r sedated phase cl¿rte based on fablic types present
These \\;er-e ¿rs [ollorvs:

¿,\, l-\.' Ltttt' .\'tt.t'r¡n (' 1 l't'C

57ñ. .\¿¡.rr,,-,\ir¡t'ntttn (' l- I l't' -E I 3't' C

The rnain potterv tvpe in tiris phase. OXAC'. hacÌ ¿r currerrcy of AD 875-15'r'C (above).
Hor,vever. ¿rs ¿rlso noteci, the small qr-rantities of St. Neot's lvare at the site are of a type
rvliich clirl not conre into use until arouncl c AD l(X)0. The e¿rrlier f-omrs of St Neot's
r,vare. which uere tirst nrade in the ninth centurv ¿ìre not present at the site, despite
Fringi-orcl [reins locatecl in a region where the rraterial is plentifìrl on late Saxon sites,
such as Northrrn¡rtorr (Denh¿un 1985) or Oxf'orcl lVlellor 1994). St Neot's r,vare r.vas in
tiecline in Oxfbrd by c AD 1040 (ibicl.,57), anrl. as the relatively large quantities of
OXAC and OX.{Q at Fringf-orcl suggest a closcr afïnity rvith the Oxforcl ceratnic
traclition rather than that of'Northamptou. it does not seeul unreasonable to suggest
that the l¿rte Saxon phase at Fringford began ir-r the earlier part of the 1l'r'ceutury.

Thrs ¡rhusc- suu tlre introrlLrction of earil' merlieval sand-teurperecl rvares, such as

B¿ul[rurv rrurc lurcl Ortbrcl rvare (NIelior i994). Both rv¿rres appears to have been first
Lrsecl in the- later'¡rart olthe ll'r'centlrry (ibid..7l & 84).

22



Th<' Paddt¡cli, Redor.t' Inne, Fringlord. Oxfonlshire: Post-Excovation Assessment nnd Research Design March 1999

ElutED: Eurlt¡ luleclievul c EI3't' - M/Ll3'hC

The EMED ph¿ìse is def,rned by the introduction of glazed Brill/Boarstall ware, which
is knor,vn to pre-date AD 1231 in Oxford (ih¡d.,ll7).

LMED. Lutc ¡lluliewil c l4/L13"' - Ml5'hC

This phase s¿nv the introcluction of Potterspury ware. Such pottety occurs in small
quantities in micl-late I3'r' century contexts at Northampton and Brackley. but does not
become commorl Lurtil tlle l4'r' century Qbid., 143).

LMT: Lutc iVletlict,ul Tt'tmsitionttl c Ml5't'-l 6't'C

The latest n'reclieval phase sees the introduction of pottery such as Late Medieval
Oxidizecl ancl Cistercian rvares, although the small quantities present (above) suggest
that the site was largely abandoned by that time.

Table I: Pottery Occurence per ceramic pharse, expressed as a percentage of the MNV
per phase

LMT
9.8

4.4
30.4

0

3s.7
19.6

r.t2

LMED
7.7

4.7
42.6

2.7

23.4

18.9

23.64

EIVIED

4.8
7.2

_\9.'7

-5.ó

22.7

1.75

S/NI

52.5

3.9

4r.2
2.3

2.57

LSAX
100%

0.48

Ware Tvpe
Cotsrvolcls Oolitic

East Wiltshire
Sancly Coarsewales
Shelly Coarsewares

Brill/Boarstall
Potterspury
Total NINV

Further work on the pottery assemblage will be airned at synthesising the ceramic
data, with priority given to cornplete, unusual ol'diagnostic vessels/sherds. Particular
attentiorr r,vill be paid to the ceramic from the occupation horizon associated with
builcling A (zrrea A/B), witli the airn of identifying its date and character, based on
ware clrronologies and tì'agmentation analysis. H'appropriate, spatial analysis will be
c¿rn'iecl out in arr atterlpt to clefìne refuse clisposal patterns. A consideration will be
given to the assemblarge in its regional contcxt. particularly in respect of the
Oxforclshire ¿urcl Northarnptonshire County C'eramic type-series (Mellor 1994;
Blinkhonr 1994).
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-faltle 
2: I)ottct'-!'Occtrrrcllcc b1, 11,',,'. ty¡re per coutext, by uuurber and \\,cight olsherrls (in g)

(.ERAIVIDATE

I.MT
I-MED
LMT
LMT
S/NI

EMED
S\N

I-MED
LMED
LMT

LMED

LMED
LMED
lriVIED
EMED
I MEI)

S\N?
RB'Ì?

S\N
LMED

S\N
RB??

LMED
LSAX
LSAX
LMED
LMED

t)i\ll:l)t \ll

2 (-13 )

r (r5)

( )r itll,,erl

ll (lìfì)

I (2 )

I (7)

2 (21)

l(l)

o\lllì

2 (l)

(lt il-nstorr

l ( 1-t)

2 (25\

ox68

33 (288)

30 (2{r1)

6 r (488)
3(-il)

I (r-5)

33 (463)

60 (449)
190

(5s70)
l2 û 14)

6(4r)

i (12)

3 (43)

| (2\
1 (4)

()XANI

r rj (800)
60 (226)
t02 (642t

8 (33)

4 f -i3)

l ( l8)
56 (412)
8l (546)

1312
(812-5)

24 ( 100)

2 (2)

I (23)
3 ø2)

24 (132\

3 (24)

9 (s6)

l (3)

sil(

2(lr)

I (15)

82
(782 )

60
(2t2)

1 (22\

I (8)

Santlr (

-i9 (.iu-51

2-5 (100)

105 (ó29)

ó (ii)
2 (21)

3 (ro)
e (87)

l r6 (s50)

56 (430)

2101
( r 2230)
27 (160)

6 (48)

1,5 (t I I )

r(j)

r1(116)
39 (7i3)
j (20)

l r (89)

3 (5)

Stanllìrltl

r(il)

| (2)

2 (r-i)

OXr\Q

i (61)
l(li)

7 ( r09)

1il9)

4 (65)

l flO)
400

(2(r78)

11 il08)

2 (28\
t0

( 1617)
r (s)

t (22)

OXA(

l-i (80)
l9 (20-5 )

22 (123)

I (l,l)

7 (37\
33 (269)
66 (480)

237 (1164)

l2 (40)

I (2it

2 (r3)

2 (s)
l(3)
| (j)

2 (24\
4 ( l0)
3 (l(,)

o\Rl: i\ lS

613-s¡

lì tl

5 (2ì)

l0 (()-ì)
ll (ói)
I ( 11)

t9 ( ll0)
r l (e5)

I (3)

.r_5 (ótÌ2)

r (2)
rfl)

j (22)

5 iló)
2 (2\

2 (i7)
2 /L2\

I (-t)
3 (20)

14 (74\
3 fl8)

3 (52)

It on

-'\ ut'

('ON I[\ I

200 1

2(X)2

2001

200i
2(X)6

2009
201 I

2012
2013
2014
201 -s

201 6

201 q

2020
202t
2023

2025
2027
2029
2030

2034
2036
2031
203 8

2039

2046
2054
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CERAMDATE

S\N
EMED
LSAX'?
EIVIED

I-MEI)
EMED
LMED
LSAX']
I-MED

RB

S\N

S\N
S\N
S\N

EMED
S\N
S\N

S\N
S\N

I"MED
I-MED
LSAX?
LSAX'?

RB
LSAX'?
EMED
LMED
LMED
LMED

S\N

S\N

PN4EI)I.lvll'()rirlizctlOXßB(ìr-inrstorrOXÓ8

i (28)

2 (-l )

I(l0)

2 (17)

-j (.i I )

-i (e9)

I (-j)

t(l-t)
2 (46),

4 (e4)
3 r (330)

l ( l0)

OXAi\'l

j (2 r)
4 ( lli(r)

r (2)

t(9.1t)
-r (3i )

-s ( 21)

I (l)

2 (3)

l(1)
l0)

3 (28)

33 (2e8)

S}IC]

l-l (7r)

r (l r)

r (8)

2 05)

Sancly C

87 (501 )

2 (1)

j (9)

I (2)

i (8e)

3 (2r)

2 (6)

I (7)

3 (94)

l (4)

_12 (336)
2 (8)

2 (10)

4 (1\

l (7)

t0(5l)

l4 (r6l)
s (71)

74 (500)

2 (2\

4 (8)

l (15)

Stanr fìrlcl(]\AQ

-l (l¡)

l(il)

(, ( I l0)

t (2)

I (3)
2 Gt\
1 (5)

ox,\(

I (-i)
2 (+)

l(2)

I (_r)

I (+l)

r (2)

t6 (292)

I (l)
r (8)

I (tj)

14 (-t8)

r (9)

r(r)

oXR

lltrr

r (j)

I NIS

r (2)

RI]

I (90)

r(+)
r (21)

r2(il2)

i-t (227)

2 (21\

100 (710)

I (l)
l(6)

I (l)

2 (8)

Ir'oll
¡\ qc

l(x)
(t53)

('ON l'h\1

l0i5
2057

2()ó0

20ói
2061

20óti
2069

2010
2071
2078

2080

2087
2092
2104
2t07
21 l0
2il1
2l ilr
2120
2t2l
2126
213-s

2136
2137
2 138

2141

2t42
2143
2144
2t45
2150
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(.ËRAIVIDATE

S'N
SN

I SAX']
S\N

hN4El)
S\N

S\N
EMEf)
LIVIED

RB'¡

RB'?'1

RB'Ì'¿

LMED
PMED
LSAX?

RB
EMED

RI]
IiB
RB

LSAX'/
RB

LSAX'¿

RB
RB
RB

1 850+

LMT
LSAX?
LMED

I'i\,1[t)

t2
( r4s)

I ì\,11'( )r itlizctl

2 (_10)

I (,5)

OXBI]Grinrstonox68

2 (19)

2 (28)

l (13)

OX.\lrl

l(52)

t(7)
e (82)

3 (21)

l (1)

I (7)

l (45)

l (3)

SI IC'

l(l)

I (+0)

r (8)

r(il)

Sandy ('

I (70)

I (7i)
i ili)
I (7)

.ì ( 5-lt) ¡

I (-5)

7 (il0)
22 (182)

s (r4)

s (e5)

l03)

StanrlorcloxAQ

r(r2)

2 (t6\

OXAC

I (12)

2 t12)

2 (-5)

3 (44)

t (61)

2 (18)

l (12)

l (20)

| (22)

OXIìl: \lSt{ ll

l(jt

l(-l)

I t-lt
2 (5)
I (.ì)

ó (i r)
2 (26\
3lto¡
1 (16)
1 (72\

l+ (loo)

lrl
\12671
I (_t)

I0 (e.l)

3 (ó)
2,5 (221\
l.l (90)

r (e25 )

I trln
.\gc

CONTI]X'f

2lil
2l()0
2t62
2 tó.i
2 16()

2178
2l¡i6
2187
2t96
-100{
300(r

3008

3017
4002
4003
400ó
4009
l0l l

40 t-l
401,ì

4015
4019

402t
402i
4024
4032

5003

5006
5009
501 I
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CERAMDATE

S\N
LSAX'II
I.SAX']

S\N
S\N

I _N4llt)

l-l\,lED

I-I\4ED
S\N

T,MED
LMT
S\N

S\N

S\N
LSAX']

S\N
S\N
S\N
LMT
LMT
S\N

I]MET)
I-MEI)
EMED

S\N
I 850+
S\N
S\N
S\N

LMED
LSAX??

Pr\4ltt)

6 (29\

I N.t'l'

r (r2)

2(15)

( )r irl izetl

2(lr)

2 (r8)
I (17)

o\lltì(ìr-inrst olìox68

.l (2-l)

¡i (-il )

i (36)

l0 (94)

6 (491

3 (20)

OXAM

l (5)

-l-l (2(r4)

2 il-l)

2 l (300)

t] (2041

3 (24\
5 (20)
l (4)

I (1)

SIJC'

I (1)
l0

(1li)

ó (48)

r (24)

I (2)

l (5)

I (88)

r(21)

l (6)

I (1)

I (1)

Santly C

7(1il)

-l (7ó )

2 (.1)

r0 ( l+7)
80 (89-l)

9 ( l(x))
I (18)

l8 (r72)
1(l)
2 (6)

8 (36)
2 (27)

4 (1t\
r 60)
2 (22\

il (202)

5 (-52)

l (4)
7 ( r06)

| (2)
r 03)
l fis)
2 (18)

I (6)

3 (8)

Slanr forrl()\ \Q

2 (12)

l(-5s)
l(l)

| (6)

l (31)

OX;\C

9(l0l)
l(r)

2 (2{)
j (8+)

2 (l)
2t (221)

6 (t9)

5 (.16)

I (4)

3 il2)
l (5)

2 (2r\
s (24)

ll(ile)

l4 (ó0i)
ó(r02)
-5 (i7)
r00l)
I (l l)

l (102)

2 (les)
r {9)

-j (ll)
1(1)

OXRlr'i\ lSII I]

I
)

ì (i(r)

.r (erJ)

I (r)

le(ltir)

r(r)
l(1)

Ilon('oN-t'EX',l

i0l-l
i0l i
50I ()

i02 I

5022

-r02ó
ì029

50-10

503.1

-5 0-l (r

5037
50'12

50.1-5

5046

50-j j
506 I

5065

-)0óti

-5070

5012
5073
_507i

507ó

-5079

5080
5083
5086

5090
509 1

5095
5091
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CIIRAMDATE

LSAX']
I-SAX']
LSAX']']
LSAX']

S\N

S\N
S\N

S\N

tlMEt)
I-SAX']'J

S\N
S\N
S\N

S\N

S\N
t_sAX'.)'l

I 850+

PI\4 EI)

4fi1)

I .lvtl'Oxirlizctloxutl(ìr'iurstonOX(rS

l(l)

OXAN,I

l(.j)

SHC

i (5)

l(8)
r (9)

1(17)

Sancly C

3 (19)
2-j (119)

| (t)
ó ( r25)
l8 (89-l)

l3 (s9)

1(1)
I (3)

StanrloldOXr\QOX¡\('

I (i7)
r (15)

2 (19)

I (9)
(r (.ll )

I t:S-; I

l 0 (tì¡j l

-ì ((r)

2 (1)

l0)

l(l)

oxlìEi NISIì I}I r'on

Aqe

('ON'l'trX'f

-r099
il0t
i l0i
,r I0-5

-rlló
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i t22
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5lil
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5141
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APPENDIX 3 NIETALWORK

By Ceci[], Cropper

The o[¡ects wer-e visuallv cxanlined and their corÌclitiorl and long-teffn conservation
feqLrirelÏrcrlts \\/ere assesseci.

The ¿rssenrblage comprised -12 copper alloy objects. 403 iron objects (plus c 300 nails
lroln the R-B crern¿rtion; see Appendix 7) and I lead object. One hundred and four of
the objects (not includrnr nails) are identrfiable at tliis stage. Of these 3 are from
Saxo-Nornlau coutexts, I is h'oll an early nredier'¿rl context.4l are h'om late medieval
contexts ancl 20 are f}orl late medieval or transitional contexts. Forty objects are from
contexts rvith no associatecl pottery. The prelirrinary iclentific¿rtion. provenance and
provisional clate of the objects from each of the categories are summarised in the
follorving tables.

Copper Alloy

Iclent.

Oval buckle - central bar
Coin

Misc strip
.)Strap end plate

Stlip
llLrckle t plat€S

Strip
Misc

Ob ject

Fitine
Buckle plate

BLrckle and plates

Sheet rvith rivet hole
Strip
Stlip
Coin

Mount
'lStrap end

Strip
'JVIorurt

)Hook

Rivet
C'oin

Strip
\lisc
Strip

Buckle plate
')Bucklc pin

-lhrr-nhle

Chain links
'lFitting

Rins
Coin

Hook. pin

Button
Button

Celan.ric Date
0

0

0

0

LMT
LMT
LMT
LMT
LMT
LMT
LMT

LMED
LMED
LN,TED

LN4ED

L},IED
LNIED
L}IED
I-NIED

LVIED
L\,IED
L\,1ED
LMED
L!IED
L!IED
I \IED

L\IED
L.\f ED
I IIED
L]VIED

')

('t¡ntext
Ulìstrat.

u rìStl'at.

unstrat.
ì.urstl'at.

100 1

200 1

2001

2003
2004
2014
2014
2015
201 5

2015
201_5

20 t,-s

20 r5
20 r5
20r 5

l0I -i

20t5
l0l6
l0 l6
l0 ló
l0 t6
l0t9
t022
t0t3
t0li
r02l
l0-tó
I l-t
-;i)01
_i001

-i001
500 l

SFNO
l-ì4-5

0

2194
2t9t
203 I

2034
201 8

2041
20-s9

2252
2261

22r4
2239
2264
2i11
2344
2346
2349
2i_Í2

0

2 -l'll
220_i

I I 
()(r

ll0l
ll0l
l l6-ì
ll60
lló8
2270

227{)

2287
2366

233 8

2019
2012

0
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Coin
Coin
Pin

Buckle
Buckle plate

StlaÞ t'nd

.?

,)

,)

')

LMT
')

-5001

500 I
5002

5(X)2
.006
i (x)7

0

0

2090
2062
2l I I
2lll

Nineteen o[].iects \vere reco\/erecl fiom late mediei'¿Ìl contexts. These included a badly
corrocle(l coilr. t\\,o strap enclsipoints (SFs 2349. 231 I ), a hookipin, a flat, circular
'lmount n'rth rivet ¿ìlÌd a tlomeci rnoullt (SF 2346). all fìon-r context 2015 as rvell as a
snrall oval buckle (SF 2214) rvith detachecl platcs. A single round-headed rivet (SF
2205). a irool<-lil<e object and a second baclly corrorlecl coin c¿rme fiom context 2016.
Context 10:3 proclucecl a pair of chain links (SF 2279). a bLrckle pin (SF 2268) and
fi'agments oi a thimble (SF 7270) with inclentations. Most thimbles from the l4th
celttllry orlrvarcls are macle of copper alloy alld nearly all have characteristic
indent¿rtions (Biddle ancl Ehnhurst 1990, 804). The remaining objects comprised a

small hoo[<ipin of copper rvire. six miscellarleous strips ernd fragments of fittings.

Eight objects found in associatiou with late rnedieval or transitional pottery, including
an incomplete clecorateci buckle plate (SF 2111) ñ-om context 500ó. an ?oval buckle
witlr piates (SF 2034) ancl a possible buckle plate (SF 226I) from coutexr.2014. The
?cornposite plates attachecl to the small buckle (SF 2034) appear undecorated and can

be compared to an exarnple frorn Billingsgate Lorry Park, Lonclon dating from the

mid- to late l4th centriry (Egan and Pritchard 1991, 113. frg.73, no. 519). The buckle
itself is probably oval anci is similar in style and size to London examples from
Billin_esgate Lon'r, Palk ciating fì'om the eariy 14th to the l5th century and to a buckle
from Srvan Lane',r,ithin the same period (Egan ¿urd Pritchard, 1991, 78-9, f,tg.48, nos

322-4). No parallel is yet known for the clecorated plate (SF 2111). The remaining
objects irrcitrclecl a fìtting, trvo strips, one nrisceilaneous ft'agment and an unidentified
object.

Eleven items c¿une fi-om contexts not associated rvith pottery. A peuannular ring (SF

23óó) c¿u-ne fì'onr context 2i 14, three post-nredieval/moclem coins, tr,vo buttons. and a

decoratecl olrject f}a-ement (SF 2079) ¿rll came fi'om context 5001. The ring (SF 2366)
nray rvell be a binding ring (Gooclall and Margeson 1993, 74. ltg.40, nos. 449-51).

Tlre clecoratecl tiaigrnent (SF 2079) may corne tì'om a buckle or other accessory; no

parallels have been t-ouncl. A pin (SF 2090) antl a double buckle ftame (SF 2062)
fì'orrr colttext 5002 and a stmp end (SF 2Il2) fronr context 5007 r,vere also recovered.

Double buckle tì'ames (SF 20ó2) are knor.vn fronr Lonrlon fì'orn contexts dating fi'om
the 13th ceuturv but ¿rre nrole comnon in the latc l-lth and early l-5th centuries (Egan

and Pritcharcl l()91.53). The ¡rin (SF 2090) has a rvound-wire heail. Exarnples from
Louclon conre tì'onr l¿rte l4th-century cor-ìtexts (Egan and Pritchard 1991,301, fig.
200) ri'hilst in \\iincllester it appears that such pirrs r,vere in use tì'om the l3th century
orrrr,¿ìruls (Biclclle ancl Barclay 1990.5(10-71). ..\n unclecoratecl strap end (SF 2lI2)
c¿rrrre fì't-rnr conte\t 5(X)7 anrl a strap encl plate (SIr 2260) came lroru context 2022.

FoLrr ob.jects \\'cr-e unstr¿rtitlecl: an oval shoe btrckle (possibly per,vter'l) r.vith a central
bar. a ¡rossiblc huckle plate r,vitli single rivet hole. ¿r r-niscellaneous strip aud au early
I 9th-ce ntul'r' ct-rir.l.
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Iron Ob.iects

A total ol 145 ob.jects (uot including nails) were recovered.

Morch 1999
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Ob.iects lìrom Contexts .\ssociated With Saxo-Norman Pottery

These conrprisecl t'our ob.jects and three nails. These inclr,rded a horseshoe (ctx. 5128),
¿ì staple (SF l3ó7) probably associated with a stnrctlrre, a possible lrlade fragment (SF

236-l) ¿rntl a t'itltlle kev horseshoe nail (SF 235i). The lrorseshoe has a rounded nail
irolc that is ussociated w'ith earlier types of shoe (t'l¿rrk 1995.85-ó). Tltis is supported
by the f rrldler l<ev nail. u,hich is a type associatcrl rvith Type 2 shoes predominantly
cl¿rtin_r{ tì'onl the nticl-llth to the mid-l2th centLu'ics. This type horvever does cany on

into the nricl-l-lth centuly (C'lark 1995. 8ó). Tr.r.o other nails (SFs 2371 and 2374) are

structr-u-¿i l.

Objects Flom Contexts Associated With Earlr' ùIedieval Potten'

Tr,r'eive ob.jects c¿uÌ1e fì'om corltexts associated rvith early nledievai pottery. These

conrprisecl seven nails, one blacle, three unidentitied ob.jects (SFs 2275,2375,2376)
ar1cl a nriscellaneoì.ls fi-agr11ent (SF 2272). Five n¿rils are horseshoe rlails including
fiddler key types (SFs 2271.2275). A nail with expanded head and ears (SF 2214)
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foLrnd with Type 3 shoes clating from the 13th to the l5th centuries (Clark 1995, fig.
(r(r. 87) ¿urcl ¿t r.ìail with a square head (SF 2277) ussociated with Type 4 shoes dating
lronr the nricl-llth centurv ollwards (Clark 199-5.89. fig.70) are also present. The
three othcr nails (SFs 2276, 2323.2377) are of iurcertain fìrnction. The blade (SF
2273) is lì'onr ;.t scale-tang knifè, a type introduced in the l3th or i4th century and
continLrirrg into the l5th ancl lóth centuries (Goorlall t993. 128-9. fig. 94).

Ob.jects iirom C.ontexts .\ssociated With Late 'Vledieval Potterv

One hLurclrecl ancl tiliy-one ob1ects were recovererl tì'om late uredieval contexts. These
inclurlerl ()4 ¡lails. lour horseshoes fi'om context 2015. one (SF 235ó) from context
5029, fbLrr [rlacles (SFs 2012.2224,2330. SllS). I key (SF 2197),4 buckles (SFs
2234.226q.l3(r0. 2370\. ¿rs well as other pieces olstructural or ftrnctional ironwork.

The physical characteristics of horseshoe (SF 23ii)inclicate an exaurpie of a Type 2A
shoe. r.vhich cl¿rte predominantiy frorn the mid-tlth to the rnicl-l2th centuries but
corìtinlred up to the mid-l4th centr"rry (Clark 1995. 86).

Tlrree blacles c¿une fi'or.n context 2015 and one lì'om context 2002. Both diagnostic
blades (SF20i2 and fì'om sample 118) are rvhittle-tang knives commoll throughout the
meclier¡al periotl (Goociall 1993, 124-8, figs.92-3).

The bLrchles are ¿ril D-shaped thor-rgh varying in size and form. These are common
througlrout the meclievarl period from Lonclon sites, from the mid- 12th to the mid-
l5th ccntLrries (Egan and Pritchard 1991, 89-94). Their precise functìons are

luncertain.

The ler.naining identifìecl objects include a pinnecl hinge (SF 2358) possibly from a
dooror ir large piece of fumiture, a decorative bar (SF 2296), a large, functional sheet-
met¿rl bell (SF 2263) r,vl-rich compares to an example from Winchester dating from the
l5th to lótl.r centuries (LLrfT 1990,728-9, irg.209. no. 2278). An object (SF 2359)
1ì'onr context 5029 may be a padlock key (see Rogers 1993, 1-i21, fìg. ó96, nos 5240,
5242). One occurrecl in ¿rn llth- to l2th-centurv context, the other in a late 12th to
early l4th ccutury corltext.

Other olr-jects inclurlecl three staples, f-our stli¡rs anrl two fìttings [i'om doors or
rvinclorvs. -fhirteen hrrther olrjects are uniclentifiable ancl a tìrrther six are

r-niscellaneous tì'asments. The nails comprised 3I otrvious horseshoe nails of types
clescribecl abovc ancl 3() nails or fragments of nails not obviousllr associatecl with
fìrrri err,.

Oll.jects lìr'o¡n ('ontcxts Associated With Late ) lediev:tl/Transitio¡ral Potterv

Sixtr,-tn o ob jects caure tì-om late medieval/transition¿rl contexts. inclucling 44 nails.

A ¡tossiblc .lcrr,'s Harlt (SF l01l) car.ne fÌom context 2001. These are relatively
corìur()n lintls iì'our merlicl¿rl auct post-merlieval corltexis (Larvsou I99().724).

Three blucles tSFs 2(XX). 1019. 2040) \\'erc recovcrecl. tr.vo of rvhich are scale-tang
knives tlating tlonr thc llth or l.lth centLrry antl continlring into the l5th and 16th
centuries lCootlall 199i. 128-9. fig. 94). One bLrcltle (SF 2003) fi'om context 2001 is
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a square with a roller plate and can be compared r,vith an example from Swan Lane,
London dating frorn the late i3th- to mid- 14th centuries.

A gouge (SF 2303) and a srnall wedge (SF 2305) associated with rvoocl-working both
came fi'om context 2014. A double-pronged ?pitchfork (SF 2362) came from context
5070, ancl is siurilar to examples from Moulsham Street, Chelmsford, Essex (Goodall
1985,51-2, frg.31, no.ll) and from tl-re forge at Sandal Castle, West Yorkshire
(Goodall 1983, 57-9, 242, fi5. 5), though the latter is l Tth century in date. A possible
heckletooth fragment (SF 2250) from contexr 2014 indicates the possibility of
spinning. These are knolvn from pre-conquest contexts for example from Thetford,
Norfolk (Gooclall 1984, 79, fig.l19, nos 20-1). Hon,ever, the najority date from
medieval contexts, snch as l ltir- to 13th-century cleposits fi'orn \\¡inchester (Goodall
1990, 214-6, fig. a4) and fi'om l lth- to 17th-century deposits from Norwich (Goodall
1993, 182, fig.133, nos1423-9).

Also present were four horseshoe fragrrents (SFs 2195, 2251,2254,2307) all from
context 2014. Six objects are unidentified. The remaincler wele nails comprising both
horseshoe nails of the types discussed above and others or fi'agments.

Objects From Contexts Unassociated \ilith Pottery Or Unstratilied

One hundrecl and forty-six objects (including 106 nails) canÌe from contexts
unassociated with pottery or were unstratified. The rnajority of these came from
contexts 5001 ancl especially 5007. The objects included a leatherworking awl (SF

2357) fi'om context 5032 (Biddle and Keene 1990, 248-9, fig. 53b, no. 332,). Three
blades (SFs 2123, 2124 anci 2177) all from context 5007, included one whittle-tang
and one scale-tang. T',vo buckles were recoverecl. A rectangular buckle (SF 2171)
r,vitlt a revolving bar came fi'om context 5007. These buckles are traditionally
associatecl ivith horse hamess (Egan 1995, 57 , figs. 42,45, nos 29-32, 40, 47) and are

knor.vn fi'om contexts dating fi'ornthe 1lth to l4th centuries. The secondbuckle (SF
2078) from context 5001, is an ovai, decorated ancl angled shoe buckle. The buckle
can be classed as a t*,o-piece br-rckle and can be clated from the mid-17th to the 19th
centuries (Whitehead 1996, 94- 1 03).

Other objects include a srnall ring or chain liril< (SF 2132), a hook (SF 2098), a

fragment fi'om a ?r-essel (ctx.5001), ancl a curved and looped object possibly
associated r,vith horse hamess.

Thele ale six strips, one of which is perforatecl, nine unidentifiecl objects and six
miscellaneous fragments. A total of 106 nails were present in undated/unstratified
contexts, of lvhich at least were twelve horseshoe nails, and the rest structural nails or
fragments. Four nails came fiorr a lgth-century deposit (ctx. 5003), and included a
horseshoe nail.

Lead Objects

A perfolated lead strip (SF 2183) occurred in context 2014.

Bone Ob.iects
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A lrone point (SF 2347) came fi'om context 20i 5. The bone is unidentified.

Statement of Potential

The size and the iclentifiable corltents of the iron assemblage indicate the potential for
¿r localisecl. light-r,veiglit iron-'uvorking industry on the site. The number of nails,
particularly horseshoe n¿rils ¿urd horseshoes, nlay point towards the site being a

farriery t-or mLrch of the associated structure's lifè. The remaining olrjects (such as the
buckles) rllav represent proclucts of an area of rnore cliverse activity than would be
associatecl rvith a general smithy. There are, ho\\/ever, no imrnediately obvious iron-
r.vorkir-rg tools. aucl no eviclence of hammer-scale rvas recovered.

Evidence tbr rvood-r,vorking is represented by tlie gouge (SF 2303, ctx. 2014) and
various r.vedges (eg. SF 2305, ctx.20l4) for splitting wood and the numerous nails
indicate the presence of rvooden structures. An awl (SF 2357, ctx.5032) indicates
indrrstries such ¿rs le¿rther-working and the heckletooth (SF 2250, ctx.2014) indicates
tlre processing of fibres prior to spinning. The bell (SF 22ó3, ctx. 2023) is a type
associatecl r,r'ith animals. Other tools include thc various knife blades that may have
beeu Lrsecl t'or clonlestic pllt'poses.

Objects associatecl with strLrctures include the staples, nails, hooks, and fittings and
other fìu:niture is indicatecl by the padlock key (SF 2197), the possible lock fragments
ancl the keys (SF 2022. SF 2197, ctx.201ó).

Personal items present are n-rainly copper alloy, ancl predominantly buckles, although
larger bnckles are represented in iron. The thimble (SF 2023, ctx. 2270) and pin (SF
2090. ctx. 5002) indicate sewing.

The bone object (SF 2347) is of uncertain species ¿rnd fuuction

Methods

Wl-rile identifiable ob.jects could be examined in turther detail (to ascertain material,
type and teclinology), it is t-elt that the level of stucly already undertaken is sufficient
to satisfy the recluirenlents of the brief. This report r,vill be incorporated into the final
publication. The metalwork may provide uselirl information in relation to the
changing fìrnctiorrs of the builcling through time and will form an important part of
tlie cliscLu'sive text. A selectiorr of pieces willbe illLrstrated.

40



The Paddock, Ractot'.r' htnr'. Friuglonl, O.uþrdshirc: Post-Excnvotion Asscssnrcnt und Reseurch Design Morch 1999

APPENDIX 4 GLASS

By Cecilv Crop¡rer

The assenltrlaue cott-rprised 22 ft'agments, of wltic:h severl were froln bottles, ll were
lrasl-ueuts ol'rvinclorv glass. two were from undiagnostic vessels alld one lragment was
conlplete lv Luriclentit-rable. A glass bead also occurreci.

CLASS DATE
l9th C

PVIed

PMed
Roman
Pùlecl
PMed

t9th c
PMed
19th C
18119th C
EPMect

Plvled
PMed
Ll7118th C
PNIed

19rh C

Ll8/19th C

/Roman
'lMecl

PMecl

PMed

IDEN'I
[-]onle

Winclori,
Winclo*'
)Bottlc

Winclorr'
Windou,

Bottle
Windorv
Bottle
Vessel

Vessel

Windon'
Winciorr'

Bottle
Windori'
Bottle
Bottle
Bead

Undiaqnostic
Winclolr'
Windou,

(,TX D.\TE
L\,tT
I-}tT
I-}IT
MEt)
L,VlT

LMT
LI/lT
I-VIED
I

)

,)

)

l8-50*
1850-r

I

I

)

\ I _\

l(x)l
l(x)l
100 I

t(x)l
l(.x)-r

2001
2001
20l r

-t001

-i001

-5001

-i001
_j001

i00 I

-i003

-r00i
i007
r007
\007
i007
-i(x)7

SF\O
202()

2030
203 2

20ló
20-52

2057
20_5 8

2t8l
2064
0

0

0

0

2061

2102
2 100

0

21ll
2t34
2l_s0

2160

Bottle

Orre tiagment (lì'orn context 2002) is of Rornan clate, possibly from a prismatic bottle.
Such bottles rì.re coullllon iu the earlier part of the Romano-British period, c lst-3rd
centlrries AD. The rem¿rining fiagrnents ¿u'e all ¡rost-rnedieval. One tì'agment (from
context 5007) is fì'orn a bottle fonn possibly dating from as early as the late 17th
celltlu'v. The rc-nraining tiagments are all trom l()th-centnry cylindrical bottles.

Vessel

Both vessel tì-aqnrents are rrncliagnostic and of a post-rnedieval or nlodem date.

Winclol'

Tu,o tvpcs ol'linclou, glass ¿rre eviclent though all is post-nleciieval in date. The
ntajor-itv has a thiclçness oi l.-5 mr-n and rvould apl)ear to lre possibly lSth/19th century
in clatc. 'fhc tliinner glass (thicl<ness i mnr)ma\ [)e slightly earlier ¿ìs its condition is
pool-el'.

Beacl

The bearl is possiblv Romano-British
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Potential

Potential is minimal. The assemblage as a 
"vhole 

is very fragmentary and warrants no
ftirther qllarltitative work. The only fragments of interest are Romano-British, both of
which can be noted in the hnal report. The bead could rnerit tìrll identification,
confimlation of date ancl comparative study; it was found, however, in a post-
medieval context which lir-nits its significance. An illustration may be required. The
cun'ent dat¿rb¿ise is srrfficient for archive purposes.

It is estirnated that 0.-5 clays rvould be sufficient to undertake the further work.
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APPENDIX 5: WTIETSTONES

By Paul Blinkhorn

A total of nine wlÌetstones occurred, all medieval, and primarily mica schist or
siltstone. Nearly all of thern occuned in or arounri building A, and are a further factor
in the understancling of the econorny ancl function of: the structure. They will be
researchecl ancl iclentihed petrologically ancl, if possible. clated.

Estimate tbr tirrther'"vork: I day
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APPENDIX 6: ANIMAL BONE

By Bethan Chlr'[es

A total ol'107-i fiagments of lrone were retrievcd fì'om the excavation, and rapidly
asscsscri. lts tbllou s.

The ntrjoritv hatl sul'ferecl attritional damage cluc to the aciclic nature of the soil and,
collserlLtentit,. u'el-e i,ery tii¿rble. Approxinrateiy h¿rif hacl sufïerecl post-excavational
clanrage as a result ot'this. Less than 5'/, ol the bones harl clear signs of butchery. This
tìgtrre nl¿r\/ l)e nrisleacling because the fia-qurentarv state and the attritional damage on
the surfìrce ol'thc nra.joritv olbones rnay har.'e eraseci such eviclence.

Only 344 lrones cor.rlc't be iclentifìed, altlioueh the poor preservation meant that a single
boue rvas ofien representecl bv numerous tì'agments, such as one of the horse skulls,
which lvas broken into 182 srnall pieces. The totals in the table below are for fragment
nurnbers ¿rfÌer rea.ssemb iv.

o/o fi'agrnents from total ID
52.3

19.48

t2.s
9

4.1

0.3

0.3

1.5

NLrmber of fi'a.qments [D
180

67

43

J I

16

I

I

5

Animal
Sheep

Cattle
Horse
Pig
Dog
Rabbit
Domestic Fowl
Unidentitrable
Bild

The lou,' nuurber of iclentifìable fragrnents meant that ¿rll bone types 'uvere included in
tlie fì'agmerlt coul-rt. incluchn_q vertebrae, ribs ancl teeth. From this, it is clear that sheep
riourinate tile ¿rssemblage. aithough a qll¿ìrter of the tì'agments counted were loose
teeth. The onlv other species rvhose number coln.ìt is greatly affectecl by the number of
teeth is horse. of r,vhich three cluafters \\,'ere tceth, soure of rvilich r,vere found in
association rl¡ith three fì'agr-r-iented mandibles anrl trvo tiagmented skLrlls.

DLre to the conclition olr-nany of the bones it was not possible to ¿ìssess the age of the
majority of the animals. I-lorvever, all of the conrplete sheep ancl horse lrones retrieved
had fìrsecl epiphl'ses ancl firlly developed teeth. many of r,vhich rvere rvom. This
indicates that the anirr¿rls r,vere not juveniles. Only one jLrvenile cattle metapodial
occurrecl. The tlata nrav ['re biased by the l)oor l]resen'ation, as the porous bones of
youuscr uniur¿rls nl¿rv not har,'e surviveci. It is ulso probable that pigs r,vere under-
representc(l in tlrc assenrtrlage tlue to their sinliilrly greater porosity. rneaniug that
thev rlo ¡rot sr-lr'\ ¡\'c as nell as those of cattlc ancl sheelr (Grant 1975.38(r).

Other nranrnlals. antl [rircls. \\jere represented b¡'inciiviclual tì':rgments, except fbr 14

partial lì;lgnrents of a single cio_g's fbot.

The asscnrblage su-q-qests that the majority of fÌrr-m ¿rninr¿rls n,ere kept r-rntil maturity,
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inclicating that sireep were kept in the main for their wool, and cattle for draught
pllrposes in aclclition to being a source of meat.

The poor conclition of the bones means that there is little int'ormation to be gained
from anv tìrrther worl(.
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APPENDIX 7: HUIVIAN BONE

By Angela Boyle

lntrocluction and Quantification

A singlc crenlatioll burial (5008) occurrerl. lt had been placed in an inegular pit
(5017) ¿ul(l \vas lssociated rvith charcoal ancl a large nul.nberof iron nails. The pit had
¿r nr¿ìxir.nLul cle¡rtlr of only 0.04 rnrn and it is likely to have been truncated in the Saxon
penod.

IVlethodolog.v

Due to the poor preservation of the human bone it was decidecl to carry out full
recording of the deposit at this stage.

Results

The entire crenìatiorl burial r,veighed only 88 g (+698 g unsorted residue incorporating
¿ì very srllall qLrantitv ol'hLunan bone) and has been identified as the parlial remains of
an adult incliviclual of uncertain sex. The bone was r.vhite and well-calcined and
identiñable tì'agments inclucled skull vault, dentition zrncl long bone shaft fragments.

Potential

The cremated bone has no fìulher potential. Horvever, the association of the charcoal
and iron nails is of significance and is suggestive of a Roman date. At least three

clifferent nail types were present, including hobnails. tt is likely that the individual
had been lvearing hobriailed boots and was placed in a wooclen coff,rn before being
sutrsequentl¡r [nrlt on a crenÌation pyre. The resulting cleposit was then placed in the
pit (5017).

A brief cliscLrssion o1'the cremation within the context of regior-ral Romano-British
burial practices rvoulcl be of interest for urore general research purposes. Pliilpott
refers to a concentration of cremation burials with footwear in the south-east, although
there are no other examples from Oxfordshire (i991, fig. l1).

Estim¿rtecl Timings

DiscLrssion o l' btrr-i¿Ll l)ractice I day
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APPENDIX 8: CHARRED PLANT REIVIAINS

By Ruth Pelling

Introduction

A series ()l'soil sanrples \vere taken fbr the e\tractioll of ch¿rn'ed plant remains.
Sanrplcs ivcrc taken lì'onl hearths ¿rnd larvers urtilin a building, tlitches and pits, a
crell¿ttior.r rleposit ancl fiom a rridden. The rnicklen was salnpled in three transects in
orrler to iltt'estigate horizontal spatial pattemil-rrl within the deposit. The volume of
soilsani¡rlccl rangecl fì'om 8 to 48 litres. Samples were l)rocessed bv the OAu using a

bttllt u'ttt,Jr sL'paratioll macltine. Flots r,vere collected ou to a 5(X) ¡-rnr mesh. A total of
¿l(r tlots u'ere su['ll-uitted t'or the ¿rssessment.

Assessment ùIethods

Each l1ot sr"rbmitted f-or assessment was exarrined. Flots r,vere tìrst ¡tut through a stack

of sieves. ranging l¡e¡l ,500 Lrm to 4 mm. to remove the bulk of the modern roots
presellt in most sarnples ¿rnd to separate the flot into manageable fi'actions. Each
fraction r.vas then scanned under a binocular microscope at xl0 to x20 magnifìcation.
Any charred seeds and chalf rvere provisìonally identified and an estimate of their
abund¿rnce was rracle. Fragments of cirarcoal were fi'actured and examined in
transverse section. Tiris is an appropriate means of identification ol'ring porous wood
(Ouerc'us sp.) although the identification of diffuse porous wood (Pomoideae) should
be taken as tentative. The slullmary results are displayed in T¿rble l.

Results

Of the -l(r saurples subrnitted for assessnlent 45 contained chaned remains. The
cren-l¿tlion tìll (context 5009) produced no chanetl m¿rterial. Six rnidclen samples and
one sanrple ol'Srxon claub contained more than 100 items. The nrajority of samples
coutailrerl larue c¡uantlties of urodem roots and nrotlets ancl small c¡rantities of grain
ancl pulses.

The priuciple ccreal representecl in all phases and tèatr-rre types is tiee-threshing
TriÍicLun s1r. (ivheat). Occ¿rsional Tritiamt sp. rachis nodes were present in the daub
sat-trple ancl in occ¿rsional nriciclen samples. Grain of Hordeunl sp. (barlev) was present
in the mi¡oritv of sarnples. altirougl-r in much smaller quantities than Triticum sp.

Occ¿rsionai ..1t't,ttu sp. (oats) rvere identifieci in samples from hearth deposits, layers
rvithin buiicling A ancl thc rnidcten. Grain of .\c'r'alc ccreule rvas noted in the daub
sample, n'hile ¡achis \\ias recoguised in occ¿rsional uridden sämples.

Large cultivatecl legunres n,ere noted in ser,'eral sumples. and rvere fì'equent r.vithin the
nriclclerr. The lretter preselvecl legumes inclLrde a possible ít'icitt liLhu (broad bean) in a
lrearth saut¡rlc unrl l7r'¿r¿ .srttit¡tt subsp. suÍittu (lòdder vetch) in occ¿rsional midden
cleposits.

In arlclition to thc cLrltivatecl cere¿rls zrncl legumes u fì'agntent of'tì'uit stone of a Pnmus
sp. (plLrrrr. chen'r'. sloe etc.) and ¿r singie charrecl Viris vittilërzr (grape) pip were
reco,gniscrl in nriclclen sanr¡rles. Weeds rvcre vL'r'\/ ¡-are. rvith the nrajority of sarnples
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containing less than l0 seeds. Common arable species such as Anthemis cotula
(stinking rnay\,veed) were present and also ruderal species such as Rumex sp. (docks),
Chertopoliuni sp. (fàt hen, ,qoosefoot). Occasional grasses and wild leguminous
weeds r,vere also recognised.

Clrarcoal was gerlerally infiequent. althoLrgh occasiorral fiagrnents of Quercus sp.
(oak) and. less liequently. Pomoideae (hawthonr. apple, pear etc.) were identified.
Ouerctt:; sp. (oal<) charcoal was present in large c¡Lrantities in a l2-l4th century ditch
sample (context 3008).

Discussion r\ncl Recommendations

The cercal species represented are all well-established in southem Britain by the late
Serxon/early Nonlan periocl. The occurence of'fi'ee-tlrreshing Triticum sp., hulled
Honlatnt sp.. ,,lt'crttt sp. ancl Secule cerectla is therefore to be expected in samples of
this period. There is very little evidence of cele¿rl processillg either in the form of
cereal chaff or u,eed seeds. The occurrence of relatively large numbers of cultivated
legumes is also to be expected r,vithin samples of this ciate. The density of remains
r,vitliin the cleposits is quite low and within the niclden the density is not sufficient for
any meaningftrl spatial analysis.

Given the patrcity of well-sampled rural medieval sites in Oxfordsliire, the results of
the ¿rssessment ¿rre of interest and should be included in the final report. It is not
thonght, however, that the quantity and qLraliti, of reurains are sufficient to merit
detailed analysis. It is therefore recommended that some tirne be spent producing a

report based on the assessment results.

Task Slatr Days

Production of a report based on the assessment results Specialist 1
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Summarv of the Scanning Results

The total clLrautity of each category of remains is shown f'or each type of feature.

Table I

March 1999

D-l-rrhc' i l-llrh(' I l-Brh(' t2-t3rhc
[)rtch llcalth Layer Midden

t5725
-i 61 140+ 866

{){)tt6

[)atc.

Fc¿rttt rc

\o. Sarnples

fotirl \,'olurle
Slrnplcs rvith 'l(X) iterns

Flee-threshing Wheat grain

Ballcv grlin
()at grain

Iìvc gruirr

lnclet. grairr

Frec-thrcshing rvheat rachis

BarleylRve rachis

Rye rachis

Foddel Vetch

cf. Bro¡cl bean

Bern. Pel, Foclder Vetch etc

Crape seecl

l)lunr, sloe, cherry stone

Saxon

DaLrlr

I

l5
I

\ax; Nun¡

I )¡tch, l'rt

-i

9l
()

Triricttnr s1t.

ITonlautrt s1':'.

,'lvattu sp.

Secult'u't'<ttlt'

I ndet

Triti<:unt sp.

17 o rd e u n t/Sa ttt I L' s¡t.

Secale cereola

Other chaff
Vici¿t sutit tt sttbs¡t. .r'ati urr

cf. lt'it:itt lùlut
Lurge Legurrre

Vitis virtilì'rtr

Prulrrrs sp.

Weed scccls

+

+

++ ++++

r+
++

-l

++

]-.*
++

#
+

++
+

+

+

+

+t-i
+

+
+

+r
+

+++++

Ottc'r'r'rr.s s¡1.

Porloideire

Oal< chiu'coal

H¡r,thorn, apple, pear etc.

+

++

++

++

++

+

++

+

+
!

+

1

++

+

+: pl'eselìt. 0-I0 items; *i: cottrrron. I I-100 items; +-- = abì"tn(lant, >I00 items
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