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St dohn the Baptist Church, Burford. Ovfordshire

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF REPORT
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SUMMARY

Between November 2002 10 February 2003 Oxford Archacology (OA) carvied out an
archaeological waiching brief at St John the Baptist Church, Burford, Oxfordshive (NGR SP
2325 1242). The work was commissioned by Horner Allen Partmership Lid in advance of
laving new foul and service trench, The watching brief recorded o mumber of burials and
exprosed the wall to the Guild Chapel.

] INTRODUCTION
1.1 Location and scope of work

1.1.1  From November te February 2003 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out an
archaeological watching brief at St Joln the Baptist Church, Burford, Oxfordshire
(Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Horner Allen Partnership Ltd in respect of
a facuity for laying of new foul and instailation of electrical cables.

1.1.2 A project brief was set by Julian Munby, Diocesan Archasological Advisor to the

Diocese of Oxford,
1.2 Geology and topography

121 Thesite Hes at o, 101 m OD and the underlying geology is alluvium over gravel and

C
limestone with clay patches.
I.3  Archacological and historical background

1.3.1  The archaeological background to the watching brief was prepared for the
Archaeological Recording Specification for the project and is reproduced below.

1.3.2 St John the Baptist Church was construcied in the 11" century, but only parts of the
tower and the west wall of the nave can be dated Lo {hat period. Major additions were
made in the late 12" and 13" centuries when the south aisles and transepts were buiit.
The church was remodelled in the 15" century. Restoration by Street during the 19th

century did not include structural alterations.
2 PROJECT AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1 Ailms

2.1.1  Toidentify and record the presence/absence, extent, condition, guality and date of
archaeological remains in the areas alfected by the development.

2.1.2  To make available the results of the archaeological investigation.
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Miethodolopy

220 The service reneh was excavated in & number of sections by a muni excavaior with g
04 m wade bucket o i deptls of 00520 1 below the surface. A large hole 1o house o
new septic wnk [or the new 1ofle: 1o be instalied in the chureh was excavated. 4

1

small bole was eut imo the churel: floor and @ hole knocked throueh the chureh wal

!
forthe services. A laree hole for o new manhole connecuing o the main sewer al the

1 Ty

E end of Lawrence Lane was excavated by min excavaor {Fie. 23,

catures were planned at @ scaie of 1:100 and where excavaled

222 Allarchaeoiogical
therr sections drawn at scales of 1200 Al excavated Teatures were pholoerapid
using colour slide and black and whie prinz {im. A general photographic record of
the worl was made. Recording followed procedures derailed in the QAL Figldvord
Manual (ed D Wilkinsern. 1992). The burials were archaeclogically recorded and lefi
i sin where possible or removed and kept i the chureh Tor reburial where

disturbance was unavoidable,
3 RESULTY

1

3.1 Description of deposits

Serviee Trench

311 Aservice rencl was excavaled from the west end of the chureh and along its south
side 1o the east end. The natural subsoil was vellowish brown eravel. This was
overlain by a thick laver of light reddish brown silty sand loam (3). the cultivaie
gravevard soil. This had been cud by a number of {zatures. The foundation for the
southy wall of the Guiid Chapel prior 1o it bemg shortened in 1473 was exposed
(Guide wo Burford Church). It was constructed in 2 trench {4 with vertical sides and
a base below impact jevel that was not exposed. It contained the base of the wall (5
constructed of rough Innestone blocks laid in six courses and bonded with a
vellowish brown silty clay and measured 0.8 m x 1 m x 0.63 m. There was a fil] of
material of dark brown silty sand (6) berween the wall and the trench (Figs 2 and 4

Section 1).

3.1.2 -Where the manhole at the south-west comer was placed a grave (9) was uncovered
and lefl in wifu. 10 was sub rectangular in shape with vertical sides and concave base
and measured 1.8 mx 0.4 m x 0.9 m. 1t was filled by a dark brown silry clay (10)
with the remains of @ human skeleton in the base. In the trench immediately south at
the south-west corner of the chapel, three fragments of limestone (11) were laid
across ihe base of the trench. These were thought 1o be part of the foundations for the
chapel. Resting on these and seen in the north face of the wench was a brick base (12)
with grey cement bonding set in a vertical sided cut (13). This was the support for a
large stone slab monument on the south side of the trench (Fig. 4, Section 2).

3.1.3  Just to the east of the south door the top of a limestone-built vault was uncovered, but
was not disturbed as the trench was moved to the north to avoid it. It was sealed by
0.30 m of graveyard topsoil (35) (Fig. 2).
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Adanhiole connecrion i road.

3.1.4  Atthe junction of the new services with the main sewer pipe In Lawrence Lane a2 m
% 1.8 m square hole was excavated to a depth of 1.5 m. It exposed the natural gravel
(17) overlain by a 0.5 m reddish brown silty sand (16} cultivated soil similar to the
disturbed graveyard soil (3). This was sealed below a 0.4 m thick dark brown silty
sand (15) with limestone fragments to make up the ground for the Jane. Overlying
this was 0.2 m thick layer of reddish brown silty clay (14) forming the road base for
Lawrence Lane, which consisted of layers of tarmae (Fig, 4, Section 3).

Dxcavation for septic tank and connecrion 1o rofer

3.1.5  This work was located in the south-east comer of the church where the south chancel
chapel meets the east wall of the south aisle of the church. The work consisted of the
excavation of a small hole in the inside of the church. This measured 0.4 mx 0.5 mx
0.46 m and cut through a 0.05 m thick stone floor slab into a 0.16 m thick layer of
sand and hardcore floor make up. Sealed below this was disturbed dark brown silty
sand similar to context 3. A hole was then knocked through the south wall of the
Cancel Chapel {Fig. 2),

2.1.6  Onthe outside of the wall a large hole 1 1m x 0.95 m x 0.6 m was excavated for the
service connections. This cut into the graveyard soil (3) and exposed a number of
features, which included a partly exposed grave (18) filied by & dark brown silty sand
loam with remains of & skelieton in the base. This was left in siti at just below the
service pipes {(Figs 3 and 4, section 4). The foundation trench (23) for the east wall of
the south aisle was exposed. 1t had a vertical side, but its base was below the impact
Jevel and therefore not exposed. 1t was filled by a mid brown silty sand (24). Both
features 23 and grave 1§ were cut by the vertical sided foundation trench (20) for the
south wall (21) of the chancel chapel thal cut up against the east wall of the south
aiste (36) against which the chape) wall was butted, The base was not scen as il was
below impact level, The construction trench was filled by mid brown siliv sand (22).
These were all sealed below the topsoil (35) (Figs 3 and 4, Sections 4 and 5).

3.1.7 From the service connection excavation a 0.45 m deep trench for water pipes and
electricity cables ran north-south alongside the south aisie. This trench cut through
the topsoil (35) and into the graveyard soil (3). Running south-cast from the hole was
2 0.60 m wide trench, which sloped from 035 mto 105 mintoa 1.3 mx13x1.9m
hole for the new septic tank, This cut across a grave (29) measuring 0.8 m x 0.5 m x
0.85 m and filled by a dark brown silty sand (30} with a skeleton in the base. During
the initial excavation of the hole the comer of a 19th century brick-lined vault (31)
was exposed. The hole for the tank was relocated Lo the south to avoid the vault (Fig.
3).

3.1.8  The excavation for the tank cut 0.7 m into the natural gravel (17), which was 1.2 m
below the surface. Sealing this was a light brown silty sand subsoil (40), overlain by
disturbed graveyard soil (3). This bad been cut by a number of features. The first was
a grave (32) measuring 1.6 m x 0.6 mx 0.5 m with vertical sides and a flat base,
fifled by a dark brown silty sand (33) with a skeleton in the base. Above this was
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rave (27) with vertical sides and s fla base. measuring 1.2 m x 0.6 m x .85

iy and fitied by a mid brown silty sand loam (287 with o skeleion in the hase, Borh
these graves had been e by o small sub civeular charne! nit (34) with vertical sides
and a concave base. It measured 045 nry 0.3 m x 1.5 m and was {illed by mmd brown

sty sand (371 with assorted bones and @ sherd of ponery. These remains may have

been disturbed by the construetion of the brick lined vaub (315, Pit (34) had heen oy

by anather grave (23) measuring 1 moy 03 mox 0.8 m witls % 11 of dark grey brown

silty sand {20) with remains of a siceleton and coffn b the base, I the wes: comer of
the septic wnk pita soakaway (381 was parthy exposed casuring G mx 835 m oy
G5 mewith a dark brows silty sand (395 £l comaining numerous Himestone
fragmems. All were sealed below @ 0.24 m thick laver of very dark grey brown sijiy
sand opsolt (35) witl lenses of gravel from the gravevard footpatl around the east

end of the chureh {Figs 3 and 4. Section 6.

3.2 Finds

321 The human remains recovered during the ground works were retained in the chureh
jor reburial. A small number of finds were recoverad during the walching brief and
consisied of the following:

Context 26 Twao iragments of potiery: red glazed carthenware.

Context 33 One fragment of potiery tin glaze carthenwere dated mid 10 late 171k
cenptury.
Fragmems ol a cotfin handie dated between 1747 10 1847 (7 Reeves
and M Adams),

Context 37 One fragment of potiery elazed ware daied laie 17th o 18ih century.

3.2 Palaco-environmental remains

3.3.1 0 Nodeposits suitable for envirenmemal sampling were identified during the watching

brief,
4 MSCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1.1 The watching briel exposed foundation trenches for the south aisie wall and chancel
chapel and the wall relationships were confirmed. Al the west end of the church the
service rench revealed the line of the south wall of the Guilds Chapel as it wag
before the chapel was shortened in 1475 10 become the present Lady Chapel, Along
the south side of the Lady Chapel either the top of another vault or pari of the chapel
footings was revealed. A total of six unmarked graves from the post-medieval period
were uncovered. Four of these removed for reburial and the other two lefl in-situ.
Two vaults, one brick lined dating to 19¢h century and the other of limestone
construction, were uncovered and were undisturbed. A large amount of charnel bone
was recovered during the works. This was also collected for reburial.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY

Context | Type Depth Width Length Comments Finds

1 Layer 0.1m Tarmac

2 Laver 0.1m Tarmac

3 Laver 0.5m Disturbed Soil

4 Cut ge5m { 1m G.&m Foundation Cut

5 Wall 063m | Im 0.8m Chapel Wall

6 Fill Fill of 4

7 Cut 0.6m 03m 0.8 m Service Cui

8 Fill Fill of 7

g Cut 0.9m {.4m 1.8m Grave

10 Fil Fill of grave 9

11 Structure Limestone base

12 Structure Brick base

13 Cut Cut for base 12

14 Laver 0.2m Ground make up

15 Layer G.4m Ground make up

16 Laver g.5m Disturbed Soil

17 Natural Gravel over Limestone

18 Cut 0.68m § 030m 0.32m Grave Cut

19 Fill Till of Grave 18

20 Cut 0.50m | 0.30m 0.80m Foundation Trench

21 Wall ¢2m lm South of Chapel

22 Fill ) Fill in Trench 20

23 Cut 050m | 040m 3.50m FFoundation Trench

24 Fill il in Trench 23

25 Cut 0.80m | 0.50m Li0m Grave Cut

26 Fill Fill of Grave 25 Potiery

27 Cut 0.85m | 0.60m 1.20m Grave Cut

28 Fill Fill of Grave 27 -

29 Cut 0.85m | 0.50m 0.80m Grave Cut

30 I7iil Filf of Grave 29

31 Structure 0.45m [ 0.70m 0.60 m Partly exposed 19th
Century Vault

@ Oxford Archacolagical Unit Ltd, March 2003 SUSERVERIIM MUMFORDSOAUVWOREPORTSOxfordshira\BUSTIO.doe
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Oxford Archacalom

' Contexy | Tipe Depth w Hidrh | Length Commenis Finds
2 (i .50 m (.60 1w 160 m Grave Cu
33 il E Fill of Grave 32 Metal ;
! fiting and |
notery "
34 \ C P35m l (G306m 045 m Charnet Pi
33 | Laver TR : | Topsoit
, 30 [ Straciure | | Fastwall of South asle
37 | Fill Fill of Charnel ' 34 Ponery
348 Cui Ualm ¢ G35m 0.40m Soakaway
3¢ Fill ; Fili ef soakaway 36
|40 ( Laver RERILRIE IJ ! Subsoil

APPENDIN 2 BIBLIOGRAPHY AND RIFERENCES
D Wilkinson, 1992 G40 Fieidwork Manual.
Sherwood and Nickolaus Pevsner, 1974, The buildings of England: Oxfordshire.

I Reeve and M Adams, 7993 The Spiialficids Froject Volume 1-The Archacology Across the

Stex. CBA Research Report
The Friends of Burford Church, 1989, 4 Guide 1o Rurjord Chureh

APPENDIN 3 SUMMARY OF SITE DETALLS

Site name: ST John the Baptist Church. Burford, Oxfordshire

Site code: BUSTIO 02

Grid reference: NGR SP 2323 1242

Type of watching brief: Excavation of new foul and service rench and mstallation of sepric
tank.

Bate and duration of project: A total of ten siie visits from the 27/1 12002 1o 26/2/2003.
Area of site:

Sunumary of results: The watching brief recorded a number of burials and exposed the wall
Lo the Guild chapel.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, OX2 0ES, and will be deposited with Oxfordshire County Museums Service in due
course, under the following accession number: OXCMS 2002 218
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 3: Plan of excavation for septic tank



O
2 L
=] 7]
8 P
z E 2
= e e R 3
l ! ﬁ z -
{ [ | ~t
||||||||||||||||||| . 1 )
. m o | P z 2
! 9 e S 20
| ™ { as] ] ‘ w [Te) [
1 5 8 £ / c
R = [0 k=1
L / 2 S
48 F3 _ L 5
i M D w
i B
i L
! i
! T 1 S i ] e
i
ooy H
H ! w E
_, haad
i 0 !
L
- 1 ©
= I
2 i s
.MU. M =
i s w0
(9] H [&]
Z : 3 m
-
! a2
A o @
i 3
{ @«
: ES ——
i -,
! ! ©
[ i
i : 2
| o < . i
b ey = e !
\ o S = !
i Q = 5 !
i g o 15 |
L5 !
f @ [#] [ S
| Z =1 S
=1 - - ]
i |- &l & ek
||||||||||||||||||||| ! Lo e
w N~
w -
zZ
p4
T B PV S INIRETEE D01 UNOT VS L SOOI SOHL DO | squdnne gy Jaaeg




;_*

section 418 Section line and number
S‘“ Interior section line and number
i i Limit of excavation
\ I Sondage / Interior limit of excavation

Fill line and number

Cut line and number
418

418 Structure number

v A Unclear boundary

OO Stones

Hachures indicate inclination of slope
inside excavated feature

14.80 m Levels

e

670325E 1,

S92 T Grid point

Brickwork

—————— Line of internal face of vault

Key to Oxford Archaeology plans and sections



Oxford Archaeology

Joanus House
Osney Mead
Oxford QX2 0ES

T:(0044) 01865 263800
f:(0044) 01865 793498
g: info@oxfordarch.co.uk
wiwww. oxfordarch.co. uk

Oxford Archaeology North

Storey Institute
Meeting House Lane
Lancaster LAT 1TF

1: (0044) 015624 541000

f: (004401524 848606

e lancinfo@oxfordarch.co.uk
wiowww. oxfordarch.co.uk

Director: David Jennings, BA MIFA FSA

Oxford Archaeological Unifis o
Brivate Limited Company, N 1618597
and a Registered Charity, N©:, 285627

Registered Cftice:
Oxford Archaeological Unit
Janus House, Osney Mead, Oxford OX2 0ES




