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INTRODUCTION
Location and scope of work

Between 10th and 12th March 2008 Oxford Arolagy (OA) undertook a
watching brief of a series of geotechnical triginthes on land to the east of New
Cut Road, Swansea (site centred on NGR SS 656 (#8Y) 1). This follows an
archaeological evaluation in July 2007 of part leé same site (OA 2008a). The
work was commissioned by Waterman CPM (consultamshehalf of their client
(Unit Holdings Ltd).

The archaeological work was undertaken in ra@ecwe with verbal guidelines
agreed through consultation with Neil Maylan (Arebkpgical Advisor to Swansea
City Council) and Christine Cox (Consultant). OAbseaquently produced and
submitted a Written Scheme of Investigation (WS)ailing how the specification
would be met prior to commencing the fieldwork (2808b).

The geotechnical trial trenches were desigoddcate and investigate the remains
of the former Villier's Dry Dock and the potentiptesence of other unknown sub
surface obstructions between the excavated arabgieal evaluation trenches
(Trenches 1 and 3) (Fig. 2).

This summary report is not intended as anwesthee description nor detailed record
of the remains encountered. However, it does peowdadformal record of the
observations made by the attending archaeologat ¢buld be relevant to any
subsequent locating of evaluation trenches and wadagce to the degree of
preservation that may be expected.

Due to the nature of ongoing investigatiorthed site, much of the background
information presented here is reproduced from presassociated documents.

STE LOCATION, GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY
Location and Topography

The site lies to the north east of Swansegeceittre, occupying an area between the
High Street and the west bank of the River Tawecoliers 3.4 hectares and is
currently occupied by large industrial buildingsthwiareas of hard standing and
some scrub-covered waste ground along the bartkeoRiver Tawe. It is bounded
to the south west by New Cut Road, to the northt Wwed he Strand, to the north by
Corporation Yard, and to the east by the River Tae land within the site ranges
between 7.5 m and 9.5 m above OD.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd March 2008 1
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Soils and Geology (Solid and Drift )

The site lies within an area of unclassifigoan soils according to the Soil Survey
of England and Wales (SSEW) map sheet 1 (1983).sbile and geology in the

area immediately to the east and south east of &warnclude Palaeozoic
sandstone and drift from Palaeozoic and Mesozoidstane and shale, which are
overlain by well drained loamy and fine loamy sdilsid.). It is recorded that the

site includes part of the former channel of theeRiVawe, which was in-filled in the

1940s, and will therefore include a significanturak of made ground in its eastern
sector.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Summary of previous studies

An archaeological desktop study of the devekmt area has previously been
undertaken by Waterman CPM (Waterman CPM 2007)s Ehction presents the
relevant parts of the archaeological and histotieakground. The original desktop
study should be consulted alongside this docunwerfufther detail.

The Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Sited Monuments Record (GGAT
SMR) does not contain any records of human actwithin the site, or the 0.25
kilometre radius study area, of earlier than posth@val origin. However, Taylor
(1996) argues for the presence of a medieval wdtexthin the site, on the site of
a mill which was depicted on a map of the town mhigd in 1843.

The Pottery Mill is shown within the site dret1852 plan of Swansea Harbour,
close to the south western boundary. The Cambruiey also lay near the centre
of the site. It produced high quality earthenwanel @orcelain. The pottery was

closed in 1870. The recent evaluation (OA 2008a)itantified possible structural

remains and large quantities of pottery producti@ste within the southwestern

part of the site along the boundary with New Cua&ko

An archaeological rescue excavation was uakkemtin February 1983, on land to
the south west of the site, outside of its bound@wgll 1983). This identified
remains of a large vaulted stone and brick strectareasuring 16 metres by four
metres, which had been in-filled to a depth of.€. hetres. This was interpreted as
a pottery drying chamber belonging to the Glamorgatiery which lay adjacent to,
and was partially contemporary with, the Cambriaitd?y. The remains were
recorded at a depth of two metres below the exjginound surface.

The site of the Pipe Quay is recorded in thethnof the site on the 1852 plan of
Swansea Harbour, whilst the ‘Patent Slip’ was réedrin the east of it at the same
date. A lock and weir were also recorded nearéatntre of the site on this map.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd March 2008 2
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Villier's Dry Dock is shown on the 1879 firgtdition Ordnance Survey Map
alongside the Lock Basin and North Dock Basin e@att the northern end of the
former River Tawe channel.

AIMS OF THE INVESTIGATION
General

The archaeological aims of the watching hwiefe;

. to monitor the geotechnical investigations and ré¢be presence/absence of
any archaeological remains that are encountered,

. to recover any artefacts that may be of use inbéskang the date, origin or
other useful information on any archaeological d#jsancountered,

. to provide archaeological guidance to the geotectniield staff on the
historical significance of any deposits that anestigated,

. to provide guidance for the preservation of anydtres and/or deposits that
are encountered that may require more formal aotbgeeal investigation
through subsequent evaluation,

. to assess the significance of all deposits andtstres that are encountered
and their relative depths across the site to infany subsequent evaluation
trench layout.

METHODOLOGY
Machine Excavated Trenches

All trenches were machine excavated under divect supervision of the
geotechnical investigation team with the archadstqgoviding guidance on issues
relating to preservatiom situ where required. Due to the instability of the parr
trenches and depth of excavation, none of these \wetered to examine the
deposits and structures in detail. All archaeolalgiecording was undertaken at
surface level.

Recording

A summary written, drawn and photographic réagas made of each geotechnical
trial trench.

A black and white (35 mm transparency) andtaligolour photographic record of
each trial trench was taken. Where appropriateilddt@hotographic records were
also made of the features encountered.

Finds Procedures

Artefact assemblages were recovered, wheeemieto assist in characterising and
dating stratigraphic sequences. Bulk finds wer&ect#d and bagged by context.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd March 2008 3
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Archive

The site archive will be created in accordawdh the guidelines published in
Guidelines for the preparation of Excavation Ar@sifor long-term storage (UK
Inst. for Conservation 1990) and standards in thesédm care of archaeological
collections. This will also be held until a lateatd when it can be incorporated with
the results of any subsequent evaluation.

RESULTS
Villier's Dry Dock

Geotechnical Trial Trenches 1, 2, 3, 4 and é&ewpositioned to locate and
investigate the Villier's Dry Dock walls (Fig. 2Poor light and weather conditions
and unstable trench sides made detailed recordfificutt within each of these trial
trenches.

The Villier's Dry Dock structure was not camsively encountered or identified in
any of these trial trenches although a wall comstd of sandstone blocks found in
Trial Trench 8 may represent part of the westegleahend of the dock. This was
1.2 m below the modern ground level (BGL). Furthecording to clarify the
significance of this structure or its relationshigthe other deposits present was not
possible due to continuing collapsing sides oftthach.

The maximum excavated depth of these trenevees 4 m with a consistent
sequence of deposits recorded across the area dbimer dry dock (see Table 1
for individual dimensions summary). Geological d&if® were not encountered
within any of these trenches. The earliest depwag recorded at 4 m BGL in the
base of Trial Trench 1 comprising a sandy clay aithigh organic content. This is
likely to represent part of the primary or basdilling of the dry dock. Above this

and, throughout the full depth of each trench aeaibackfill was recorded
comprising rubble, slag and coal with distinctliies.

The only other structure encountered withi phojected location of the dry dock
was a large modern concrete foundation/slab. Tlais mevealed to its full extent
between Trial Trenches 2 and 3 cut into the bdakfilble with its upper surface 0.2
m BGL and its base 2.4 m BGL. The modern tarmadaserand underlying

bedding layer sealed the backfill deposit and cstecstructure.

The entrance to the dry dock and the riveiswaére conclusively identified close

to their projected locations. Trial Trenches 9 dfdrevealed the southern side of
the entrance 2.3 m BGL (Plates 1 and 2). This teah bruncated by a modern brick
possible cellar that had utilised the wall as anftation. However, the degree of this
truncation was not entirely evident within the tknalthough the few courses
revealed of the Pennant Sandstone dock structwe wdl preserved. Trial Trench

11 revealed the same construction of the rivertfoa wall 2.0 m BGL.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd March 2008 4
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There also appeared to be some evidence tifckiry structure to the entrance
within Trenches 9 and 10 although this was notrilegefined. Within the dry dock
the rubble, slag and coal deposit was recordeleaémtrance whilst mixed rubble,
with larger blocks of concrete and modern bricks ypaesent to the east of the
entrance. This is consistent with the known rectéonaof the river bend area to the
east of the factories in the 1968 (OA 2008a).

The Cambrian Pottery

Geotechnical Trial Trenches 5, 6 and 7 wematerdl between the previous
evaluation Trenches 1 and 3 (Fig. 2). These redealehigh concentration of
structures encountered at shallow depths. Withial Tfrench 5/5a a substantial
wall constructed of sandstone blocks with occasioeddish orange bricks was
followed for 13 m along its east to west alignm@iate 3). Only its south face was
exposed to a depth of 1.7 m BGL with its upper searencountered 0.3 m BGL. At
the SE end of the trench two other walls appedrate formed a right angle. One
was of a similar construction to that describedvabwith the other built entirely of
brick. This could suggest a difference in eithee tate of construction or
function/use. Where possible each of these walks pvaservedh situ although the
brick structure did suffer some damage during eatian.

Accompanying the stone and brick built wallaswa deposit (50) that contained
fragments of kiln furniture and pottery sherds ¢stest with the mid to late 19th
century material recovered within the previous eatbn Trench 1. This
assemblage was recovered from 1.7m BGL althougéa# not possible to record
further detail due to flooding within the trenchxdavation was stopped at this level
due to the significance of the deposits encountered

Trial Trench 6 partially exposed two substritrick structures 0.3m BGL (Plate
4). These appear to be free standing within thectravith faces to three sides with
the structures extending to the WNW. A wall constied of sandstone with faces to
either side was also located at the northeastednoérthe trench. This was partly
disturbed by the excavation of the trench althoiighas roughly aligned NW-SE

and was similarly encountered 0.3 m BGL. Rubbleod#p surrounded these
structures.

Trial Trench 7 was positioned adjacent to ¢he to avoid the known walls
encountered within the evaluation although a simédege wall was encountered at
0.5m BGL and preserveih situ. Collapsing trench sides prevented further
characterisation of the wall. This trench was eatas to a full depth of 3.5 m BGL
encountering similar rubble/made ground depositeearded in the evaluation.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd March 2008 5
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Table 1: Summary results of the watching briefiedrout under geotechnical
conditions, March 2008.

o Archaeology Height of wall
Z present 2 exposed
S = g = -
g & g 5 5 |EF
E | s c a = 2 - E o _ |29
8| 8= |B8=|3=| 2 | g2 20 s€ |28
| 3E | 2E|=SE| = |28 ol L |T &
1 18 1.9 4 Y 1 1 N 0.3
2 11 1.5 4 N 0
3 13 15 3.5 Y 1 0.2 Yes 2.2
4 7 1.5 3.5 Y 1 0.15 N -
5/5a 23 1.5-2 1.7 Y 3 0.3 N 1.7
6 17 1 2.5 Y 5 0.3 N 2.2
7 12 1 3.5 Y 2 0.5 N -
8 5 0.5 3 Y 1 1.2 N 1
0.3 (to modern)
9 5 3 35 Y 2 2 3 10 dock N 0.5
0.3 (to modern)
10 6.5 3.5 3 Y 2 2 3 10 dock N 0.5
0.3 (to modern)
11 6 3 3 Y 2 2 3 10 dock N 0.5
DisSCcUsSION

Villier's Dry Dock

Trial Trenches 1, 2, 3, 4 and 8 were incometusTrench 8 appears likely to have
identified the western end of the dry dock althotigh quality of its remains could
not be recorded in detail. Considerable moderrudisince was recorded in these
trenches and it is possible that the upper levethe structure have experienced a
degree of truncation or removal. Alternatively thiay be buried at a greater depth
than investigated.

Trial Trenches 9, 10 and 11 did provide cosigkiremains that precisely locate the
river wall and dry dock entrance. These were enisyad at 2.3 m BGL and
constructed with pecked-faced Pennant Sandstor&shlo

The Cambrian Pottery

This title is not intended to mislead and $thanly be used to refer to the area
where potential remains of the pottery works wemvipusly recorded within the
evaluation (OA 2008a). Trial Trenches 5, 6 and @heproduced positive results
with well preserved walls constructed of brick ssahdstone present. Trenches 5
and 6 were excavated in the area not previouslyadla to evaluation which lies c.
1 m below the surrounding level of Evaluation Theex land 3. Significant
structures were encountered here immediately bdlwsyv existing surface and
associated with a small assemblage of 19th cepitgry production waste. This is
consistent with the evidence from the evaluatiod akearly points to the high
potential for significant well preserved remainsoas this area.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd March 2008 6
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Figure 1: Site location



E266100
N193900

E265900
N193900

Corporation Yard

GTT8

L vcsse
Dry Dock Wall
con

.

River Wall

ChR ARk

b
e
ass 785
ouTBUILDNGS
~_
~_
~

E265900
N193600

TREES AND SHRUES

7
N /
e - oes
<) / .
. /
STl /
/ Sy !
/ g
/ 747
768 VEHCLE PARKING
e

ChR ARk

ars

oreadiao

1044

e

Spro

-
/

1400
06

877

River Tawe

N B [

\

Existing buildings

Historical walls
(above ground)

Excavated trench

Proposed
trenches
(unexcavated)

Concrete structures
Geotechnical
trial trenches

N

20m

Scale at A3 1:1000

Oxford Archaeology

Janus House,
Osney Mead,

Oxford, .

OX2 OES.
Tel: 01865 263800 Fax: 01865 793496
email : mail@oxfordarch.co.uk
web : www.oxfordarch.co.uk

Drawing No.

Date printed

Drawing title
Figure 2:
Trench location plan
and historical
structural remains

CHECKED BY:

All OS data reproduced by permission of the Ordnance Survey on behalf of the controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office.© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. License AL 100005569



Plate 1. Trial Trench 9/10 showing the dry docklwaheath a modern brick and block wall.
View SSW

Plate 2. Trial Trench 9/10 sowig detail of ty: ock wall eet a modern brick wall



late 4. Trial Trench 6 brick structure in the cemf the trench. View north
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