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SUMMARY

During July 2003 and January 2004 Oxford Archacology (OA) carried
our an archaeological watching brief at Cobbler’s Cotiuge, Tingewick
Road, Buckingham, Buckinghamshire (NGR SP 6931 3368). The work was
commissioned by MO Properties In advance of o new extension o
Clobbier's Cottage. The waiching brief revealed no archacological
Jowtures or deposits.

! INTRODUCTION
1 Lecation and scope of work

1L Daring July 2003 and January 2004 Oxford Archacology (OA) carried out an
archacelogical watching brief at Cobbler's Cottage, Tingewick Road, Buckingham,
Buckineghamshire (Ing. ). The work was comumiigsioned by MOH Properties in
respect of a plavning application Tor @ new extension 1o Cobbler’s Coltage (Planning
Anplication No, 00/25358), :

1.2 A project brich was set by Sandy Kidd MA MIFAL Senior Archacologicad Officer of

Buckinghamshire Archaeological Service.

L3 OA prepared a Written Scheme of Investigation (WS detailing how it would meet
the requirements of the brie {OA 2002).

1.2 Geology and topography

P21 The site lies on cornbrash overbyving Great Golitic Himestone at 85 m above OD. The
site is sttuated owards the centre of the medieval lown of Buckingham,

1.3 Avchuacological and historical background

P31 The archacological backgrouad 1o the watching brief was prepared for the WST for the
project (OA 2002 and is reproduced below (Fig. 2).

1.3.2 Buckingham is sited on a defensive position within a meander of the Ouse on a ridge
of well drained land. Is mentioned in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle as a double-
borowgh, fortified with a ditch and bauk,

133 Apentry in the Anglo-Saxon chironicle for AD 914 reads “Iing Edward wen: to

Buckingham with his army, and staved there four wecks, and made both the
boroughs on each side of the river, before he wenf{ away’. The town 1s listed n the
Burghal Hidage and by the 10th century there was also 2 mint. It was an important
centre in the late Saxon period when it was the county town complete with Minster
church. A Viking iron spearhead is recorded near the site of the castle moat at the
foot of castle hili (OA §).

1.3.4  The site of this development may lie on or near to the defences of the Saxon burh
established by Edward the Elder in 915 AD. The hill where the present parish church

stands was the site of the Norman castle (OA 4), seat of the Giffards. Edward II

@ Oxford Archacological Unit Lid. April 2004 1 Wservertusersyim mumford\OAUBREPORTS\BUCKS\BUTH R doc
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ordered the provisioning of the castie in 1312, The Victoria Coumy History (VCH 3
476} records that the Casile was ‘seated in the middle of the town upon a great
mound, of the very ruins of which scarce anything now remains’. The motie was
flattened to ¢reate the present churehyard (see OA 5).

1.3.5  Remains of a possible setlement (OA 16) lie to the south-cast of the development
site. Saxon, medieval and post-medieval period remains were found during
excavation in 1974, The area appears 1o have been divided into tenements in the
carly dth century and a late Saxon bronze pin and a few Saxo-Norman sherds
sugrest carlier acuvity, A boundary diteh and part of & T4th century town house

were imvestigated,

126 Medieval and post medioval sertlement remains (OA 7} were found during & trial
excavaton north-zast of the development site. The excavatton area fav within the
presumed site of the burl and revealed 2 m+ of deposits, including pits of 13th
century date and a few picces of Saxon-Norman potiery were recovered.

1.3.7  Immediaehy north of this development siie, & plap of Buckmgham from 101 depieis
awatermil (OA 205 Melhvs Divectory sugeests thar ihe mil! ceased working i

Wills and there were two milis @

Maps of 1708 and 1820

16 Bartons or Lambards manor (Castle Housey in 1626.

2 PROJECT AIMS AND MEITHODOLOGY

20 aims

2000 Toidemify and record the presencerabsence. extent, condition. qualiiy and date of
archacological remains in the areas affecied by the development.

2012 Teomake avatlable the resulie o the archasological mvestoation,

220 Methedology

2200 The sie was marked ow and excavaied using o JOB excavaror with @ 1.0 m diehing
bucket. This was carried out under archazolovical supervision,

a0

222 Al archaeological features were plammed at @ scale of 1100 and. where excavaied.
their secuons drawn at g seale of 1200 Al excavaied features were photegraphed
usie coiour slide and blacl and wihiie prim film. A general photographic recoré of

the work was made. Recording followed procedures detaiied in the QA1 Fielchvork
Manveal {ed 1D Wilkinson, 10025,

&€: Oxford Archacological Unit Lid, April 2004 2tiserver Dusersijingmumford GAUDHREPORTS BUCKSBUTIFE doc
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3 RESULTS

3.1 Description of deposits

Generas!

31 The ground work excavation reached the waler table at 1.2 m below the ground
surface. Because of the unstable nature of the ground, the excavation was stopped
and the foundations altered and excavated to a depth of 0.65 m.

32 The ground works exposed the natural cornbrash (1) al 1,95 m below the ground
surface, This was seafed below o 1,45 m thick laver of mixed dark brown clay foam
(23 and rubble used w0 make up the ground Jevel, Overlying laver 2 was a modoemn
make-up laver G50 m thick, conststing of very dark grey browi stlty clay (30 o
which the foundations of the present cottage were laid (Figs 3 and 4.

32 Finds

3200 Nofinds were recovered during the watching briell

Ao

3.3 Palnco-cnvironmental remains

L)
3

No deposits sultable for environmental sampling were identificd during the watchinge

hriel
4 IHSCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

441 The waiching briel did not reveal any archaeological deposits or features, The
sequence of deposits indicates that the ground had been made up 1 the o the post
medieval peried to reclaim ground from the river Quse, an operation possibly related
to the construction of the watermill just o the north of the site.

@ Oxford Archacological Unit Ltd, April 2004 3\serverHusersyim monford 04 UnebREPORTS\BUCKS\BUTIR.doc
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APPENDICES

APPENDIN 1 ARCHAROLOGICAL CONTEXNT INVENTORY

Context | Type Depth Width Heloht Connnents Finds

1 Nawral Natural cornbrash

z Laver PASm Gromnd make up

a3

Laver 0.50m Ground make up

APPENDIN 2 BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFORONCES
(A 1ol Ficldworl Mdanuad, (Ed D Wilkinsen, first ednion, August 10923

0OA 2002 Cobbler's Conaoe. Tinwewick Road, Buckingham. Bucks Wrinen Scheme of

Investigation

APPENDIN 3 SURMMARY OF SITL DET
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 2: Sites of archaeological and historical interest mentioned in the text
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