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Benson, Fifield Manor

‘Richard Chambers and Gordon Miles report that trenching by the owners to form
a herb garden at the rear of the manor house has revealed a post-medieval
~out~building. The remains consisted of a Time mortared, chalk rubble and
‘roof-tile foundation for a chimney breast sealed by 40 cms of mixed topsoil
and building rubble. The hearth within the chimney breast was seen in the
edge of the trench. It was heavily burnt, and was made of pitched clay-roof-
tile. No dateable material was found in direct association with the
 foundations. HNeither was it clear precisely when this out-building was
~demolished., ' E ' ' '

Externally Fifield Manor dates to the late 18th and 19th centuries but
recent restoration work has revealed that a substantial part .of a c.14th
century, two storey, stone built hall survives intact. No traces of medieval
. service buildings have yet been found. '

Several earthworks survive to the east of the house. A]though some of these
earthworks are clearly modern others may represent part of the med1eva1
village first recorded in the 13th century.

Checkendon, The Devil's Churchyard

A rep1anting scheme to replace dead elms in an area of woodland close to the
Devil's Churchyard will take place during the next few months. Removal of
the present undergrowth will allow any further boundary earthworks leading
away from this site to be identified.

Cherbury Camp, Oxfordshire. (SU3796}

Additional fieldsurvey by Richard Hingley on this valley-fort produced sherds
of an angular nature (probably of early Iron Age date). It would seem that
the middle Iron Age date proposed for this enclosure after excavation in the
1940's may have to be reassessed. The fort is probably early and m1dd1e Iron
Age 1in date and may have multiple phases of fortification.

Cumnnor, Hurst Hill

During fieldwalking by Jeff Wallis in March on land adjacent to and south
east of Cummnor Hurst a large scatter of Iron Age sherds were found in
ploughsoil. An area from the Hurst boundary downhill was gridded and walked.
The occupation is confined to areas above the greensand. A transect was

wlaked to clay in the valley bottom and was found to be devoid of settiement
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Friday 3rd December The Re-Conquest of the Dane Law: the
expansion of the Burghal System

Friday 10th December Towns in Late Anglo-Saxon England
Friday 17th December Anglo~-Saxon Towns: Explanation and Prospect
Further details of all these courses are available from the Course Secretary,

Oxford University Department for External Studies, Rewley House, 3-7
Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2JA {Oxford 52901). :
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