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LECHLADE:  Butler's Field Post-excavation — Mary Harman

Work on the human bones is progressing and over half the skeletons have now
been looked al and details noted. On the whole they are well-preserved and a
very promising group to work with; there are enough peopie to provide some
really useful information zbout the Anglo-Saxon in this area. Ages range
from very young, probably newly born babies to elderly peopie whose age can
only be guessed: probably well over fifty. They have lost most of their
teeth some time before death and a few have lost so much bone from the jaws
through natural recession that their chins would almost have met their noses!
For most adults it is possible to decide whether they were male or female
from features of the skeleton: lcoking at them 'blind" without knowing what
they were buried with, is a useful cross check - assuming that beads,
brooches and bangles are buried with women, swords, spears and shields with
men — and if that's the cage, so far the bones give the same answer as t the
sox of the person. Various features sich as extra bones in the joins of the
skull and some more unusual anomalies such as irregularities in the first
neck vertebra and last two lumbar vertebra may, in combination, provide
evidence of family relationships.

On the whole teeth are in much better condition than in Britain today, very
tew of the children have holes in their teeth and though they may become worn
as a result of a tougher and grittier diet most people kept more of their
teeth for longer than many do today, though some must have suffered severe
pain from abscesses round the roots.

Some people had bad backs; one man in his thirties may have had tuberculosis
of the spine; part of the backbone has collapsed and the vertebrae have
joined so that he would have been bent over prominently at the waist. There
are people with fractured ribs and fractured collar bones, a few with breaks
in the lower arm;: most of these are probably no more than ong might expect
in an average community; a man with a cut thorugh his skull just above the
left ear; there may have been other associated flesh injuries, at any rate,
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Time Elows: the rchacology of the Upper Thames — an account of all the

discoverics on The Thames Gravels, by David Miles, who has probably scen more
gravel than anyone!

We think these will be a great success and will be the first of a whole
series of popular productions. 'They will cost ab out 2.50 each and will be
available fram us and fran all discerning bookseliers.
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