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SUMMARY

Nuffield Health is developing proposals for a neswate hospital and integrated well-
being facility on the site of the former Manchedtgtropolitan University Elizabeth
Gaskell Campus at Hathersage Road in Manchestetrédeon NGR 385451 395812).
Part of this proposal allows for the demolition thie Elizabeth Gaskell College
Building, a structure erected in 1912 to house Munchester College of Domestic
Science. In order to secure archaeological interestffield Health commissioned
Oxford Archaeology North to undertake an historigilding investigation prior to

demolition.

The historic building investigation was carried antMay 2015, and was consistent
with an English Heritage level IlI-type survey. Thalowed for the preparation of

measured survey drawings, annotated with archaealogetail, coupled with a written

description of the building.

The building is principally of a single phase ofmstruction, and comprises a main
range with short wing blocks at the eastern andemesnds, creating a C-shaped plan.
The building is of three storeys, and enclosesrdrakecourtyard. A three-storey stair
tower projects from the centre of the southern alen of the main range, with an
extension to its south. The fabric of the compomaments is wholly of red brick, laid
in three courses of stretchers to each course afidrs, although the displayed
elevations employ a hard red impermeable brick. T is divided into several
sections, but all are hipped and covered in grate sivith the two wings and stair tower
incorporating a central elongated glass canopyat&rlstructure to the rear of the
courtyard connects the southern ends of the twasvat first-floor level, the building
being raised on stilts to allow continued accesbéoccourtyard.

Despite evidence of significant water ingress wesal parts of the building, it remains
in reasonable condition with access to most pdrteeostructure. The entrance into the
basement, however, had been screwed shut, ancheseddre inaccessible at the time
of the survey. The interior of the building has meemodelled, and retains very few
original fixtures and fittings, none of which aré particular historic interest. The

buildings interest therefore is confined largelthe preservation of its original layout,

which is still readily interpreted despite the éi@t of numerous internal partitions.

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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1. INTRODUCTION

11 CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

1.1.1 Nuffield Health is developing proposals for a nenvate hospital and integrated
well-being facility on the site of the former Maraster Metropolitan University
(MMU) Elizabeth Gaskell Campus at Hathersage RoatManchester. Part of
this proposal allows for the demolition of the Bleth Gaskell College
Building, a structure erected in 1912 to house Mh@nchester College of
Domestic Science. In order to secure archaeologntaiests, Nuffield Health
commissioned Oxford Archaeology North (OA North)undertake an historic
building investigation prior to demolition.

1.1.2 The scope of the building investigation conformedirely to the guidelines
provided by English Herita, and relevant stands set by the Chartered Irestitut
for Archaeologists (CIfA). The survey allowed fdret preparation of measured
survey drawings, annotated with archaeologicalildetaupled with a written
description and historical research. The fieldwads carried out in May 2015,
and this report sets out the results of the woitkénform of a short document.

1.2 LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

1.2.1 The college building (centred on NGR 385451 3958i&3)within the grounds
of the former Manchester Metropolitan UniversityzBbeth Gaskell Campus in
the Ardwick area of Manchester. The building is haded by Hathersage Road
to the north, Upper Brook Street to the east aretlouks the entrance to the
site to the west, with the entrance lodge beyongl 1= A range of more recent
structures lay to the south, connected to the imglty a single storey linking
corridor.

1.2.2 The superficial geology comprises boulder clay waatches of sand and
gravel, overlying Permo-Triassic rock formationstioé Sherwood Sandstone
Group (Hallet al 1995).

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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Plate 1: Recent aerial view across the Elizabetlsk&d Building, facing south

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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2. METHODOLOGY

21

211

2.2
221

2.2.2

2.2.3

224

2.2.5

INTRODUCTION

This historic building survey was carried out inrcaance with the relevant
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) anddlish Heritage guidelines
(IfA 2008, Standard and Guidance for the archaeological ingedgton and
recording of standing structuredfA 2012a, Code of ConductIfA 2012b,
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-bassdessment€English
Heritage 2006aVlanagement of Research Projects in the Historicitenment
(MoRPHE), and English Heritage 2008bnderstanding Historic Buildings, A
guide to good recording practi@nd generally accepted best pracjice

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The aim of the desk-based research is not onlyite gonsideration to the
heritage assets in and around the redevelopmentsit also to put the site into
its archaeological and historical context. The dems&ed research comprised a
search of both published and unpublished recordsl Iy the Greater
Manchester Historic Environment Record (HER), theeder Manchester
Archives and Local Services Offic€GMALS), the National Monuments
Record, Swindon, several on-line resources, anauitigves and library held at
OA North.

The principal sources of information consulted wiistorical and modern maps
of the study area, although published and unpusdisfecondary sources were
also reviewed.

Manchester HER: the Greater Manchester Historic Environment Re¢BiER)
for Manchester is maintained by the Greater Marehe#érchaeological
Advisory Service, at Salford University. It is adggaphical Information System
(GIS) and has a linked database of records relaikgown heritage assets; it is
supported by an extensive archive, including reposite records and
publications.

Greater Manchester Archives and Local Services (Central Library),
Manchester: a search was undertaken of the Greater Manchastbives and
Local Servicedor information relating to the study area, fromig¥h historic
mapping was obtained, and a number of primary awrglary sources were
consulted.

Oxford Archaeology North: OA North has an extensive archive of secondary
sources relevant to the study area, as well as muwmeunpublished client
reports on work carried out both as OA North andite former guise of
Lancaster University Archaeological Unit (LUAU). &e were consulted where
necessary.

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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2.3
23.1

2.3.2

2.3.3

234

24

241

SITE SURVEY

In addition to this, a building survey was carr@d in order to relate the results
of the desk-based research to the college buildiihg. building investigation
was carried out in May 2015 to implement a raplatitasurvey of the standing
structure. The investigation entailed the compmlatof a descriptive record, the
production of site drawings, and the generatioa photographic record.

Descriptive Record: written records to English Heritage Level 1l (20Q6using
OA North pro-forma record sheets, were made of the principal building
elements, both internal and external, as well as faatures of historical or
architectural significance.

Site Drawings. existing architectural drawings, supplied by theerd, were
annotated on site to include any features of hisiaterest and note significant
changes in the buildings layout and phasing throeghanges in building
materials and design.

Photographic Record: a Canon digital SLR (12 megapixels) camera was used
for the photographic record. The data are storetivorseparate servers, each on
different sites and with appropriate back-up ansaslier plans in place. In
addition, hard copies of the images were createpbper of appropriate archival
quality and will be deposited as part of the pagrehive. A plan location map
for the photography was prepared to show the looatiof the archive
photographs (Fig 5).

ARCHIVE

A full archive of the work has been prepared torafgssional standard in
accordance with current English Heritage guideli(@306) and thé&uidelines
for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Lofigrm Storage(UKIC
1990). The archive will be deposited with the Masster Museum on
completion of the project. In addition, a copy loé treport will be forwarded to
the County Historic Environment Record (HER).

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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3. HISTORIC BACKGROUND

31

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

DEVELOPMENT OF THE BUILDING

This school was built by the Manchester Educati@am@ittee in 1912 as the
Manchester College of Domestic Science. The bugldiras intended for the
training of teachers of domestic subjects, and dessgned to accommodate 300
students. However, the demand for housekeeperssesand for the training of
women entering the catering industry resulted endbllege providing courses in
demonstration and institutional management up ® ldvel of the National
Certificate Examination. The new building compris@sh architecturally
impressive three-storey range along Hathersage,Ra#da wider wing block
at each end. The footprint of the new school iswshon the next edition of
Ordnance Survey mapping, which was published iR219his map also marks
the route of the historic township boundary betwé&horlton-upon-Medlock
and Rusholme, implying that it persisted as a featfi the landscape.

In 1959, the college expanded its teacher traim@gacity to include primary
school teachers, and new buildings were erecteth@mampus to cater for an
expansion of the student capacity to 500. A spdleerapy training course was
introduced during the following year, creating first link with the University
of Manchester, to which the college became af@liato subsequently. It was
during this period that the name of Elizabeth GhsRellege of Education was
adopted.

By the early 1970s, the college was offering a eaofjcourses to degree level,
together with a post-graduate certificate in edoocat The layout of the

buildings on the site at this time is captured ba Ordnance Survey map of
1970. This shows a range of adjoining new buildimgtghe central part of the
site. In 1982, the Manchester Education Committdewad Manchester

Polytechnic (latterly MMU) to take over the collegs part of a cost-cutting
exercise.

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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4. BUILDING SURVEY

4.1

41.1

4.1.2

4.2

421

4.3
4.3.1

INTRODUCTION

Although principally of a single phase, the builglis discussed below under the
separate headings of Northern Main Range, Soutteffa¥/ing, South-Western
Wing and Stair Block with extension for ease ofalggion. The raised corridor
linking the southern ends of the two wings is agilyen a summary description,
reflecting its modern date.

Despite evidence of significant water ingress ivesal parts of the building it

remains in reasonable condition with access to mpads of the structure. The
entrance into the basement, however, had been edrelaut and was therefore
inaccessible at the time of the survey.

FABRIC AND CONSTRUCTION:

The building was of three storeys and constructe &-shaped plan with its
primary elevation to the north fronting the mainga, and two wings to the east
and west enclosing three sides of a central couttya three-storey stair tower
projected from the centre of the southern elevatibthe main range with an
extension to its south. The buildings were builoWhof red brick laid in three
courses of stretchers to each course of head#rsugh the displayed elevations
employed a hard red impermeable brick, in conttastthe southern and
courtyard elevations which employed a more funetidorick of variable firing
colour. The roof was divided into several sectiobst all were hipped and
covered in grey slate, with the two wings and dtaiver incorporating a central
elongated glass canopy, also hipped at each entigintithg the space beneath.
To the rear of the courtyard a later structure ected the southern ends of the
two wings at first-floor level, the building beingaised on stilts to allow
continued access to the courtyard.

EXTERIOR

Main Northern Range, Northern Elevation: the northern elevation was divided
visually as well as structurally into three storewsth a shallow plinth at the
base and moulded string courses at first-floor liteaggnd again at second-floor
height (Plate 2). The elevation had 13 bays to dkadn, each typically fitted
with a rectangular window. The five central baysl dwo bays at either end
projected forward from the face of the wall, cregtfurther vertical divisions,
enhanced at either end by shallow projecting @lasteach with a cartouche at
the head (Plate 3). The pre-eminence of the cebéralwas then underlined by
its own flanking pilasters, which terminated at thead of the wall in a
semicircular pediment (Plate 4). Similarly the elgons eastern and western
two end bays were topped by triangular pediments amparapet above the
remaining bays linked each of the pediments.

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015



Elizabeth Gaskell Building, Hathersage Road, Mastére Historic Building Survey Draft Report 10

4.3.2

4.3.3

4.3.4

4.3.5

4.3.6

4.3.7

At ground-floor level the central bay included wihatd originally been a large
entrance accessed via a set of stone steps cdestran a semicircular plan
(Plate 5). The doorway had been glazed and cormvante a 12-light window
set in timber frames, but it retained its origineiracotta pilaster surrounds,
incorporating panelled bases and simple capitale ®pening’s jambs and
cambered arch were also of terracotta, with evérgrestone projecting forward
from the face of the wall.

Bays 5-6 and 8-9, either side of the central bayewéted with three light
rectangular casement windows, incorporating segahentick arches, bold
projecting terracotta keystones and moulded tettasils. The windows within
bays 1-4, 10, 12 and 13 were wider by approximaelyird and fitted with nine
lights, but were otherwise identical in form to $keodescribed above. Only bay
11 had been fitted with a doorway, accessed vt afssteel steps and this may
have been a later insertion into an earlier winBlate 6).

The central bay of the first floor included fourrroav vertical rectangular
windows, divided by terracotta mullions and at thgper third by a moulded
terracotta transom (Plate 4). The two central wivgl@rojected forward from
those flanking on each side and were topped byndcseular moulded drip
course. The drip course then continued horizontaligve the remaining two
windows, referencing Palladian architecture andptb@iment at the head of the
wall. The square lintels were formed of interlogkiterracotta voussoirs, of a
form repeated above most of the first and secoadr fivindows. A marble
plague immediately beneath the window, between ¢mosoles, recorded the
date of the building’s completion in 1912 (Plate 7)

Bays 5-6 and 8-9 displayed rectangular windowsroflar size to those beneath
them on the ground floor but here they were fittgth plain square heads. The
same applied to the wider windows within bays Ind 40-13, although at this
level the windows within bays 1-2, 12-13 shareaatinuous moulded sill. The
moulded string-course above rose briefly into authered arch above each of
the first-floor windows with the exception of thentral bay (Plate 8).

The central bay of the second floor had three mamindows, each separated
by a slender moulded mullion and again at theirenpihird by a moulded

transom (Plate 4). The windows had rounded archedd$r and were

encompassed within a larger decorative terracatth above with a moulded
extrados, bold projecting keystone and a pair afsgoirs equally divided across
each quadrant. A narrow string course divided thmedaws from a typanum

above, within which was displayed the crest of Master City Council and the
motto ‘CONCILIO ET LABORE’ (‘By wisdom and effort’Plate 9). The two

bays either side of the central bay were fittechwéctangular windows of the
same type described in the same position on tloe flelow. Bays 1-4 and 10-13
were each fitted with a pair of narrower rectangwandows, sharing a single
moulded sill.

A brick chimney stack projected from the ridge bé troof either side of the

central bay with another at either end of the r8aftween the end chimneys and
the central bay a small white cupola had been edegrobably as a ventilation

measure (Plates 2 and 8).

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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Plate 2: Northern elevation of Main Range

Plates 3 and 4: Cartoche at the head of a pilastétty central bay to right

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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Plate 5: Semi-circular steps to original entrance

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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Plate 7: Memorial plaque at centre of the northetavation

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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Plate 8: Northern elevation, showing string courses

Plate 9: City of Manchester Crest

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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4.3.8

4.3.9

Eastern and Western Elevatiorthie eastern elevation extended for two bays,
after which the wall was stepped forward to indectiite beginning of the south-
eastern wing (Plate 10). Both string-courses amdcibrnice continued round
from the northern elevation and the shallow plinths also retained. The two
ground-floor windows were of nine lights, and hagrsental brick arches, bold
projecting terracotta keystones and moulded tettacsills. The first-floor
windows were also of nine lights, and employed rdedl terracotta sills, but
had square lintels formed of interlocking terraaatbussoirs. Both second-floor
bays had a pair of narrow rectangular windows, isbaa single terracotta lintel
and using interlocking voussoirs as on the floorda¢h. The northern end of the
elevation was defined by a shallow pilaster of tyge previously described
upon the northern elevation. The western elevatiaa identical to the eastern
elevation (Plate 11).

Southern Elevationthe southern elevation was interrupted at its eehyr the
stair tower, which projected southwards from itsefdout was clearly of the
same build, and a privy block which had been costd in the south-western
angle between the staircase block and southeratedavof the main block. To
the east of the staircase block there were two baysach floor, each fitted with
a rectangular window of six lights, employing aweahallow cambered brick
arch and a moulded terracotta sill (Plate 12). Aulted terracotta cornice
appeared at the head of the wall, continuing urdmokrom the western
elevation of the south-eastern wing to the east@wation of the south-western
wing.

4.3.10 The southern elevation of the privy tower, to thestof the staircase block, had

a pair of narrow rectangular windows on each fleath another at the northern
end of the western return wall (Plate 13). The iemg bay of the southern
elevation, west of the privy tower had a singleaegular six-light window on

each floor and both these and the windows of theypower used the same sill
and lintel design described on the two eastern.bays

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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Plate 10: Eastern elevation of main block

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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Plates 12 and 13: South elevation to east and afesthir tower

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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4.3.11 Stair Tower and Extension: the stair tower was built using the same functiona
brick employed on the rest of the courtyard el@retj except at the corners
were a hard red brick had been used instead. laveasall, square building with
a small rectangular window of similar form to tre#en on the privy block,
towards the southern end of the first floor on bdth eastern and western
elevations (Plate 14).

4.3.12 The southern elevation had been partly obscureal toyo-storey extension, but
above this height there was a semi-circular headedow with brick surrounds
and a pronounced keystone (Plate 15). The opermdg@moulded terracotta sill
just visible the roof of the extension.

4.3.13 The extension had a flat roof, and was construstedd brick of mid-twentieth-
century date. It was abutted to the south at fiegtr height by a bridge which
connected it to the southern linking corridor. Timst floor over-sailed the
ground floor by approximately 1m, forming a shavbfr over a set of double
pedestrian doors. The eastern and western elesdimth had three small square
windows with concrete surrounds, one above therptivhile the western
elevation had an additional rectangular windowhat morthern end of the first
floor.

Plates 14 and 15: Stair tower with extension tdtignd privy tower to left. Southern elevation
of Stair Tower in right hand frame, facing northséa

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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4.3.14 South-Eastern Wing: the gable roof was hipped to the north and U-shaped
plan, with an elongated glazed canopy at the cehipped at both ends. Brick
chimneys rose from the ridge line above the ceotrthe eastern and western
elevations, with another at the northern end ofrtbgh eastern hip. A fourth
chimney abutted the southern end of the westenatts, and a white cupola
identical to those observed on the northern raageat the centre of the roof
above the southern elevation (Plates 18 and 19).

4.3.15 Eastern Elevation:the eastern elevation was of seven bays, and wss le
elaborate than the northern elevation (Plate 1&)djbined the eastern elevation
of the main block to the north, from which it waistohguished by being set
forward by 1.6m. The southernmost bay had a shafibmth and both it, and
bay 7 at the opposing end stood slightly proudhef temainder of the wall
defining the northern and southern limits of thegviA pair of shallow pilasters
rising from the first-floor string-course eithedsiof these bays had a cartouche
at the head and were topped by a semicircular pedim

4.3.16 The ground floor windows were rectangular in foangd typically of six lights
with a segmental brick arch above, incorporatingpll but narrow projecting
keystone and a moulded terracotta sill. Bay 7 vithsdf with a set of double
doors accessed via a series of stone steps flaotkegther side by a rising brick
wall topped with a flat coping. The door was franweith terracotta surrounds,
including a pilaster with base and capital, risingm the top of the walls
flanking the steps. A pair of consoles rested uffen heads of each pilaster,
supporting in turn a curved terracotta canopy, anehich lay a semicircular
over-light. This over-light was formed of a singiheet of glass with a
decorative wrought iron panel on the interior.

4.3.17 At first-floor level bays 2-6 from the south wertdd with rectangular six-light
windows, each with a projecting terracotta keystamethe centre of a very
shallow cambered arch. The window within the southmst bay was similar
but had a square lintel formed of interlocking \&niss beneath a moulded
string-course. Bay 7 incorporated the same strogse but rather than a single
six-light window it had two smaller four-light wieavs, one above the other and
separated by a decorated terracotta panel. Botdowis had a square lintels
formed of interlocking voussoirs.

4.3.18 At second-floor, level bays 1-7 each had a rectmgsix-light window with
square lintels of interlocking voussoirs and a rdedl terracotta sill beneath.
The entrance to the basement lay through a doobeagath bay 2, accessed via
a set of stone steps demarcated by iron railintgegR.7). This doorway had a
segmental arch over and there was a two light windeneath bays 1 and 3,
lighting the basement.

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015
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Plate 17: Cellar entrance at southern end of thstemn elevation
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4.3.19 Southern Elevationthe variable colouring of the brick on the southelewvation
of all three main blocks clearly distinguishedsttae rear of the building (Plate
18). There were five bays upon each floor, with demtral bay projecting
forward slightly from the face of the wall and t@gpbby a short parapet with a
flat coping above. The rest of the elevation wapéa with a moulded cornice,
which continued unbroken across the base of thepeain the central bay.

4.3.20 At ground-floor level, bays 1 and 5 had three-lighttangular windows, while
those in bays 3 and 4 had been fitted with slightiger six-light windows. It
appeared that bay 2 probably began life as aniarsix-light window, but its
upper half had been blocked and the lower half eded to a doorway. A set of
brick steps and a disabled access ramp led upetddbrway from the external
ground surface.

4.3.21 The first- and second-floor arrangements were nthehsame as the ground
floor, with the exception of bay 2 which retained briginal window. A
terracotta string-course ran beneath the centsabboth floors, doubling as a
sill. With the exception of the window at the centf the second floor, which
employed interlocking voussoirs, the openings wigted with very shallow
cambered arches and moulded terracotta sills.

4.3.22 Cambered brick arches beneath bays 3-5 indicatedotesence of basement
windows, although those in bays 3 and 4 had beekdat up and that in bay 5
had been boarded up.

e
Plate 18: Southern elevation of the South-EasteimywW
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4.3.23 Western Elevationthe western elevation had been partly obscuredhey t
construction of the raised linking corridor conmegtthe southern ends of the
two wings, but it was possible to identify six appmately equal bays (Plate
19). Each bay had originally been fitted with alggpht rectangular window with
shallow cambered arches and moulded terracott bilit those of the ground
floor and first floor of the first two bays fromehsouth had been removed or
partially so during the construction of the linkiegrridor. The window of the
first bay of the second floor had also been modijfend a brick-built lift shaft
erected against the wall in front of it. A chimrlay immediately to the north of
the lift shaft, fitting tightly against the soutihejamb of the surviving second
floor window in the second bay from the south (@B9).

4.3.24 Additionally, at ground-floor, level bay 4 from tiseuth had been fitted, perhaps
as a modification, with a pedestrian doorway withess via a set of steel steps
(Plate 20).

Plate 19: Western elevation of the South Eastemg\Wirst and second floor visible only
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Plate 20: Western elevation of the South Eastemg\\ground-floor facing north-east, with doorway to
right of frame
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4.3.25 South-Western Wing: the roof of the South-Western Wing was of the same
design as that of the South-Eastern Wing, but maddalitional chimney at the
northern end (Plate 21).

4.3.26 Western Elevationthe western elevation of the South-Western Wing was
almost an exact mirror image of that describedlrendastern elevation of the
South-Eastern Wing, except for two details (Plat¢. Zhe first was that the
absence of a basement beneath this wing meanafisrient doorway, staircase
and basement windows could be omitted from thegdesin this side. The
second was that in bays 3 and 4 from the southsithkght windows had been
disregarded in favour of a narrow off centre thirght window with a segmental
brick arch.

4.3.27 Southern Elevationthe southern elevation was again almost identicaihat
described on the south-eastern wing, but there werbasement windows and
the lower courses of brick were of a rough charagterhaps due in part to the
loss of their fire skins through weathering (PI28). Unlike the South-Eastern
Wing, all of the ground-floor windows had been ne¢al, but a doorway had
been cut through the wall beneath the window in BDagonnecting the building
to the buildings to the south via a glass sidekirig corridor.

4.3.28 Eastern Elevationthe eastern elevation largely matched that of tlestevn
elevation on the South-Eastern Wing, with six bagseach of its three floors
(Plate 23). The linking corridor once again haduresfl the partial blocking and
removal of the two southern bays at ground- anst-fioor levels, but this
elevation did not have either the lift shaft ormahey blocking the second-floor
opening. As with the wing’s western elevation, tireund-floor windows in
bays 3 and 4 from the south were of half width afidcentre, but all the
windows had the typical shallow cambered archesnaoulded terracotta sills.

Plate 21: Western elevation of the South-Eastemmg\jround-floor facing north-east
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Plate 22: Southern elevation facing north-east.eNibe glass sided linking corridor at the base

Plate 23: Eastern elevation showing first and secioors only

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015



Elizabeth Gaskell Building, Hathersage Road, Mastére Historic Building Survey Draft Report 26

4.4

4.4.1

4.4.2

4.4.3

4.4.4

4.4.5

INTERIOR

Although in many rooms the internal walls had beamnted white and left
exposed as originally intended, the building hadnbextensively modernised
and preserved few features of historic note. Auadi ceilings have been
installed in many of the rooms, and modern studitgars had been inserted on
each floor, subdividing the original layout. In masases, however, it was
possible to determine the original layout and whpossible this has been
described below.

Ground Floor (Fig 2): internally, the northern range had a corridor ragni
along its southern side with seven large rooms iogeaoff of its northern wall
(Plate 24). An open well staircase with a half-pkceling lay at either end of
the corridor and an imperial staircase occupiedsthe tower to the south of its
centre (Plate 25). A pair of swing doors acrosswidth of the corridor either
side of the central staircase created a chamlibe dtase of the stairs. The privy
tower observed externally was accessed on eadiedfuildings three floors by
a doorway on the southern wall of the corridor,the east of the central
staircase. To the north of the central stairs thexe a timber partition with a set
of doors at the centre and a decorative glazed-laydr above, defining what
had originally been the main entrance lobby (P2&e

From within the original entrance lobby, the bridak blocking the lower

portions of the original northern entrance was ntye@xposed beneath the
current window (Plate 27). A secondary cambered toward the northern end
of the room may once have held a second timbertipart creating a small

vestibule area to the south of the entrance. Thbylavas the most decorative
room in the building with a moulded skirting, cheail and a picture rail to the
east and west. There were two blocked pedestrianiogs on the western wall
and a larger blocked doorway to the east with eggd) @dart motif surrounds
across its upper jambs and lintel (Plate 28).

The South-Eastern Wing had a central corridor mgprifom the eastern end of
the corridor in the main range to the southern ehthe building (Plate 29).
Two large rectangular rooms lay to each side of ¢baidor, although the
southern two rooms and north-eastern room had bebkdivided with modern
stud partitions into a series of smaller spaces. Sbuth-Western Wing had the
same central corridor, but appeared to retainatscboriginal layout, with two
rectangular rooms to the east and a large toitetkoin the south-eastern corner
(Plate 30). Another large toilet block occupied Huith-western corner of the
wing, with three more rooms of diminishing sizethie north (Plate 31). A short
flight of steps led down to an inserted doorwathatsouthern end of the central
corridor, leading to a glass-sided linking corridor

Typically, the corridors of all three main rangeerw lit by timber-framed

windows set within the internal facing walls of bamom (Plate 32). The
windows varied in size and shape, with some incatrg part glazed panel
doors, but most had cambered arches in keepingthattexternal ground-floor
windows (Plate 33). Where they survived the origdwor handles were chrome
plated with a thumb operated latch at the top aallagped detailing at the top
and bottom (Plate 34).
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4.4.6 Each of the staircases were fitted with mouldedhettreads and had carved
timber newel posts and timber hand rails above mi®e wrought iron
balusters (Plates 25 and 35).

4.4.7 Although none of the building’s original fireplacegere found intact, several
blocked examples were noted (Plate 36). They tllgicat at the centre of
projecting chimney breasts, and had cambered bricikes and brick surrounds.
They were not however fitted in every room, perhsyoggesting that the college
was fitted with radiators originally.

4.4.8 The majority of the rooms were unfurnished at threetof the survey, but rooms
116 and 113 retained their tiered lecture hall regeanent, with the desks
displaying the typical markings associated withees€ room (Plates 36 and 37).

Plate 24: Main block corridor, facing west
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Plate 25: Imperial staircase leading to first flgdm scale

Plate 26: Timber partition defining entance to anigl lobby with stairs to right of frame
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Plate 28: Egg and dart decoration within entranadlh
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Plate 29: South-eastern corridor, facing south

7

Plate 30: South-western corridor, facing north
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Plate 32: Typical design of internal windows anadeays lighting the corridors
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Plates 33 amd 34: Larger type of internal windomgarporating a central doorway, and original door
handle at ground-floor level

Plate 35: Wrought-iron staircase rails
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Plate 37: Tiered seating in lecture theatre 11@jrig south
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Plate 38: Desk art in one of the lecture theatres

4.49 First Floor (Fig 3): the first-floor hadthe same basic layout of corridors and
staircases as the ground floor (Plate 39). It hgbteooms to the north of the
corridor in the main range, although there was&awe towards the eastern end
that rooms 218-220 may have originally formed @leirspace.

4.4.10 The corridor in the South-Eastern Wing extended balf way along the length
of the building, and was lit by a pair of camberagthed internal facing
windows (Plate 40). It had a large room to the eastssed through a series of
tall cambered arches and another to the west wdhoavay at the northern end
(Plate 41). The latter room had been subdividedsacits width at its southern
end while the eastern room was connected via an cpenbered arch in its
southern wall to a large rectangular space atdbéern end of the wing which
had served as a library (Plate 42).

4.4.11 The South-Western Wing had two large rooms to thestwof the central
corridor, both subdivided into three smaller spaaad another room in the
north-eastern corner (Plate 43). The southern+gastener of the building had
a pair of smaller square rooms at the southerraadd larger room to the north,
although again the latter had been divided integhA small square room lay at
the southern end of the corridor, but the corriteelf had been partitioned up
along its length to the north to create two narnogeeridors (Plate 44).

4.4.12 The only historic features of note were a blockedpface at the centre of a
chimney breast on the northern wall of room 213l another smaller fire place
just to its east. Both were of the typical formt this appeared to be the only
room in the building where they occurred as a (Riaite 45).

For the use of Nuffield Health © OA North: June 2015



Elizabeth Gaskell Building, Hathersage Road, Maistére Historic Building Survey Draft Report 35

4.4.13 A doorway had been opened up in the southern entheofeastern wall to
provided access down a flight of stairs to theeminking corridor, and this
was matched by a similar arrangement at the saudrat of the western wall of
the south-eastern wing (Plate 46).

Plate 39: Northern range corridor, facing west

Plate 40: Internal windows in corridor in south-éas wing, facing north
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Plate 41: North-eastern room of library in the Sodastern Wing, facing south-west

Plate 42: Library at the southern end of the Soa#tstern Wing, facing east
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Plate 44: Corridor in South-Western Wing, lookirayth. It narrower width is accounted for by a later
partition to the right of frame
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Plate 45: Double fireplace in room 213

Plate 46: General internal view of raised linkingrador, looking west
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4.4.14 Second Floor (Fig 4): the second-floor had five rooms to the north of the
corridor in the main northern range, and a rooma&h end above the stair-wells
accessed by an additional flight of steps (Platesdd 48). A glazed partition
with doors at each end extended part way into thetre of the corridor,
separating it from the central stair tower to tloeith. The stair tower was lit
from above by a glazed canopy, supported on tinthesses, which in turn
rested upon projecting corbels along the eastedhvaestern walls (Plate 49).
Two doors to the south opened off of the mid-heilgimding below to give
access to two small rooms within the stair toweteesion (Plate 50). The
semicircular headed window noted on this wall endfly lay above these doors
and from the outline of the surviving jambs it agpee that the window had
once extended further down the wall before theteneof the extension.

4.4.15 The corridor in the South-Eastern Wing was of thatigth, and had a room to
the east and west and another large room to thth sshich occupied the
southern half of the wing (Plates 51 and 52). Toenr to the west of the
corridor included a large blocked doorway at thatme of its northern wall
which was also visible from the corridor on the ogipg side of the wall (Plate
53). The South-Western Wing was similarly laid daut the room to the east of
the corridor was divided into four smaller spaced & was unclear how many
of these partitions were original (Plate 54). Them at the southern end of this
wing was carpeted throughout but preserved bereaths a polished floor of
narrow floorboards that were clearly designed toohbginally exposed (Plates
55 and 56).

Plate 47: Second-floor corridor in the main northeange, facing east
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Plates 50 and 51: Semi-circular headed window a@aars opening into rooms 319 and 320 from mid-
height landing, and corridor in the South-Eastermby looking north
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Plate 52: Room 317 at southern end of the SoutheEa%Ving, looking east

Plate 53: Large blocked opening in room 318, logkimorth
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Plate 54: Corridor in South-Western Wing, lookirayith

Plate 55: Lecture room 304, facing east
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Plate 56: Original polished floorboard beneath tterpet in room 304
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5. DISCUSSION

51 DEVELOPMENT

5.1.1 The building as completed in 1912 consisted of ammarthern range fronting
onto a tree-lined Hathersage Road behind a sebwfrailings (Plate 57), and an
eastern and western wing enclosing three sidescotigyard to the rear. A stair
block with attached privy block projected southnfrehe southern elevation of
the main range dividing the courtyard into two. Tmaracter of the brick work
and architectural details clearly indicate the ey of the northern elevation of
the main range, followed by the eastern elevatibrihe eastern range and
western elevation of the western range. The sonthlevations and those facing
the courtyard are of a more functional characted aere presumably not
expected to be easily visible. The style is cladsic

5.1.2 Internally, the building’s original layout was clhaterised by large, well-lit
rectangular rooms opening off central axial conrsddAt this time, the main
entrance lay to the centre of the northern elematand it would have been
necessary to pass through a lobby, embellished miblilded detailing and
coloured glass before reaching the central starcdfie remainder of the
ground-floor rooms in the main range and westerngwappear to have seen
only minor alterations, but the eastern wing omdjyn comprised four large
rectangular rooms of equal size, which have sireenbsubdivided into much
smaller examination rooms. This pattern is reveiwedhe first floor, with the
original large rooms in the western wing subdividetb smaller teaching
rooms, while the second-floor rooms were typicédinger still in all three main

ranges.

M O DIF DOMES T 16 CLNOR HIUH STREE ] MU TURIA

Plate 57: College building, early twentieth centdimging south west
(exlibrislinguist.wordpress.com)
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5.1.3

5.1.4

5.4

5.4.1

The sequence of historical mapping suggests tleabtiilding remained largely
unchanged for the next 50 years, after which alsexéénsion was added to the
rear of the stair block between 1965 and 1967 efection appears to have
partially blocked a large semi-circular headed windon the original southern
elevation, but provided a large covered entrandhatear of the building and
two additional rooms on each of the first and sedtwors.

The style of the raised corridor linking the southends of the eastern and
western wings suggests that it was probably adddde later 1970s or 1980s.
Several windows at the southern end of both wirgstgard elevations were
blocked or destroyed during its construction, amdilarly the erection of the

glazed corridor linking the building to the resttbie college buildings to the
south necessitated the opening of a new doorwaydjir the southern elevation
of the western wing.

CONCLUSION

Although the college building retained few featuodshistoric significance, its
primary interest can be considered to be the saha¥its basic original layout
which undoubtedly reflected the teaching methodthefEdwardian period and
its concern with the teaching of domestic sciem&®.the role of the college
evolved, many of the rooms were subdivided to perfoew roles relating to
teacher training and eventually the training ofesietherapists. The building’s
proposed demolition marks the end of this procéssuse and remodelling, but
even after demolition the college will undoubtetild cultural significance for
the many students who studied there.
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Figure 5: Plan of first floor showing photographic locations



; T

STAIR 3

<l b
E ] % ]
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ’ STAIR 1 CORRIDOR

D
STAIR 3 L0B

5\

14
T 7 STAIR2 © -

215a

} 215

Lobby2.2

——

217a

' | I[fg: L Eﬂ
I | 0 D L

212 STAIR 3 CORRIDOR ﬁ—
| L

210
1 LOBBY 2.1 [02:4
212a 211b 211A 211 up L [

— LIFT 20

dn
=

205

— — F—W . -
| I e —
- . s oxford
[ ] Original Layout Photograph Location and Direction o 25 m
= ®
|:| Modern Partitions 1250 @ A4

Figure 6: Plan of second floor showing photographic locations
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Figure 7: Plan of basement
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