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SUMMARY

As part of the ‘Building Schools for the Future’§B) project, proposals are to be
submitted to redevelop Orford Park, Orford, nearrigton in Cheshire (NGR SJ
610 900). Capita Symonds commissioned Oxford Arcloagy North (OA North) to
undertake a desk-based assessment to identifyntherk archaeological resource in
order to inform the planning process, and considegther there is a requirement for
any further archaeological work.

The desk-based assessment, which was carried ddayn2009, comprised a search
of both published and unpublished records heldhbyGheshire Historic Environment
Record (CHER) in Chester, the Cheshire Record ©fiiicChester, the local studies
section of Warrington library, and the archives dillary held at OA North. In
addition to this, the site was visited in orderdtate the landscape and surroundings
to the results of the desk-based assessment.

The study area lies approximately 1km to the nofthWarrington town centre, and
was a rural hamlet in the township and parish ofriigton, before being surrounded
by urban development. The site is generally flat bes at approximately 10m OD. It
is bounded to the north by Long Lane (A50), towest by Winwick Road (A49), the
east by Hallfields Road and to the south by Aldané.

Twenty-two sites have been identified within thedst area, seven of which are Grade
Il Listed Buildings (Sitesl3-19). There are no Scheduled Monuments, Registered
Parks or Gardens, or Battlefields within the stadga, nor is the study area within a
Conservation Area. Of the 22 sites identified, fd waithin the proposed development
area and range in date from the Neolithic to theleno periods (Site81-08, 10, 20
and22).

The development plans show that, for the most plaet,area including Orford Hall
(Site 01), and the gardens and associated structures @3jtewill not be severely
impacted upon. However, a duck decoy pond (88gis to be remodelled. It is
therefore recommended that a watching brief baezhout during any groundworks.
Similarly, any groundworks around the area of f8(linear water features) are
recommended to be conducted under watching brieflitons. Site05 (gateposts)
appeared not to be affected by the proposed wbiksas the gateposts are the last
remaining structures relating to the house, iemmmended that they be preserired
situ; although they are not listed, they are of eqtetlus to many surviving examples
of these included on the List.

Of all the sites within the development area, thast likely to be impacted upon is a
Roman road (Sité4). In addition, two prehistoric axe finds (Sit@® and07) may be
associated with other prehistoric remains. Theegfdue to the potential of Sigd, 06
and 07, combined with the undeveloped nature of the sites recommended that a
programme of evaluation, for example geophysicalesuand targeted trial trenching,
be carried out prior to any groundworks to establihe presently unknown
archaeological resource.

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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1. INTRODUCTION

11

CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

1.1.1 As part of the ‘Building Schools for the Future’§B) project, it is proposed to

1.1.2

1.2

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.2.3

redevelop Orford Park, Orford, Warrington, Cheshireorder to inform the
planning process, and consider whether there exjairement for any further
archaeological work, information regarding the aetiogical potential of the
site and any subsequent risk or impact by the megpaedevelopment is
required. A desk-based assessment is thereforesageo identify the known
archaeological resource; Capita Symonds commisgi@dord Archaeology
North (OA North) to undertake the work, which wasreed out in May 2009.

The desk-based assessment comprised a search lof podished and
unpublished records held by the Cheshire HistorividBnment Record
(CHER) in Chester, the Cheshire Record Office ire€tér, the local studies
section of Warrington Library, and the archives #ihcary held at OA North.
In addition to this, the site was visited in orderrelate the landscape and
surroundings to the results of the desk-based stssed. This report sets out
the results of the desk-based assessment in the dbra short document,
outlining the findings, followed by a statementtbé archaeological potential
and significance, and an assessment of the impécthe proposed
development. The significance criteria detailedPiRG 16 (DoE 1990) were
employed during the assessment.

L OCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

Orford Park is located approximately 1.5km to tloetim of Warrington town

centre (NGR SJ 610 900; Fig 1). Historically, itsva rural hamlet in the
township and parish of Warrington, but the sitenasv surrounded by urban
sprawl. It is generally flat and lies at approxietatlOm OD. It is bounded to
the north by Long Lane (A50), to the west by WinkvRoad (A49), the east
by Hallfields Road and to the south by Alder Lafdde study area is
predominantly surrounded by residential estates.

The study area lies within the densely populatetiiadustrialised Warrington
area, within the Mersey Valley. The Mersey Vallepntains dense
communication networks, including road and rail kin and power
transmission lineswiww.naturalengland.ojg and the Manchester ship canal
passes to the south of the town.

The wider landscape beyond the urban developmeuit ashighly cultivated
appearance, with a wide band of farmland followihg Mersey. This is
bisected by drainage channels and ditches thah dhe& large expanses of
former mosses which characterised much of the anéiairelatively recently
(ibid). Indeed, historically, much of the area was sggrpopulated owing to
the extent of the mosses until the proximity ofikde raw materials allowed
the rapid industrialisation of the area in the teeath centuryilfid).

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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1.2.4 In the past, towns like Warrington were of simitdraracter to those on the
Cheshire, Shropshire and Staffordshire plain, Wwah-timbered and thatched
buildings. Most of these were swept away by urbagpagesion and
development, and the predominant building matésiabw red brickipid).

1.2.5 The underlying solid geology comprises undifferate@d Triassic rocks of
interbedded sandstone and conglomerate. This idaavdy drift geology of
river terrace  deposits, consisting of sands and velga
(http://www.bgs.ac.uk/geoindex/beta. html).

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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2. METHODOLOGY

21 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

2.1.1 The work was consistent with the relevant standart$ procedures of the
Institute of Archaeologists (IfA 1999), and genbraiccepted best practice.

2.1.2 The aim of the desk-based assessment is not omgiwéoconsideration to the
potential for archaeological remains on the develept site, but also to put
the site into its archaeological and historicalteah The study has focused
on the proposed development area, although infeom#étom the immediate
environs has been summarised in order to placeethdts of the assessment
into context. All statutory and non-statutory siteighin a 250m radius of the
development site were identified and collated mtgazetteerSection 4, and
their location plotted on Figure 2. The principausces of information
consulted were historical and modern maps of thelystarea, although
published and unpublished secondary sources weoa@iewed. The results
were considered using the Secretary of State’sr@iffor the scheduling of
ancient monuments, outlined in Annex 4 RIiinning Policy Guidance 16:
Archaeology and Plannin(PoE 1990).

2.1.3 Cheshire Historic Environment Record (CHER}he Historical Environment
Record (known formerly as the Sites and MonumerisoRl), maintained by
the Historic Environment Team at Cheshire East Cibuholds records of
archaeological sites within East and West Cheshseyoth paper and digital
information. A record, including grid reference aselscription, was obtained
for each of the various sites within the definedeneelopment area, and for
the immediate environs.

2.1.4 Cheshire County Record Office (CROthe County Record Office in Chester
was visited to consult historical maps of the stadga. A search was also
made for any relevant historical documentation.

2.1.5 Warrington Library: the local studies section of Warrington Libraryswa
visited in order to consult historical documentatpertaining to Orford.

2.1.6 Oxford Archaeology North:OA North has an extensive archive of secondary
sources relevant to the study area, as well as mwseunpublished client
reports on work carried out both as OA North andtsnformer guise of the
Lancaster University Archaeological Unit (LUAU). @&e were consulted
where necessary.

22 STEVISIT
2.2.1 A visual inspection of the site was undertaken ody 15th May 2009, in

order to relate the existing topography and lanel wgh the results of the
desk-based assessment.

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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2.3 CLIENT DATA

2.3.1 The client provided a masterplan of the predodevelopment, which was
consulted when establishing recommendations forfamlyer work.

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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3. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

31

3.1.1

3.2

3.2.1

3.2.2

INTRODUCTION

The following section presents a summary of théohisal and archaeological
background of the general area. This is presentddgborical period, and has
been compiled in order to place the study area antwider archaeological
context.

Period Date Range
Palaeolithic ¢ 30,000 — 10,000 BC
Mesolithic € 10,000 — 4,000 BC
Neolithic € 4,000 — 2,200 BC
Bronze Age c 2,200 - 700 BC
Iron Age c 700 BC — AD 43
Romano-British cAD 43 — AD 410
Early Medieval c AD 410 -1066
Late Medieval 10661540
Post-medieval € 1540 — 750
Industrial Period €c1750 — 1901
Modern Post-1901

Table 1: Summary of British archaeological periadd date ranges

BACKGROUND

Prehistoric Period:relatively numerous prehistoric remains have beamd
in and around the Mersey Valley, but fewer sites karown in the vicinity of
Warrington. However, evidence of activity aroune thite is suggestive of
settlement at times within the prehistoric periddprehistoric flint scraper
was found near Warrington Docks, to the south ef tibwn, with another
possible prehistoric scraper found near Arpleyp dts the south. The flints
found may date to the Neolithic period, when thees considerable activity
in and around the Cheshire Plain, although thermiéirm evidence for this
(Grealey 1976). Prehistoric timber piling was alsond near the Warrington
Docks entrance, and suggests that the Mersey vadmlply being exploited,
perhaps using the timber piling to allow deepeadimg into the marsfibid).
There is evidence of prehistoric activity withiretiite with the discovery, in
the nineteenth century, of two stone axes (SI62and07), which are both of
hornstone flint and are though to date to the Neelithic period (HER 491
and 569).

Two Bronze Age barrows are known in the area, dne/toch contained a
decorated cremation urn (Hall 1826), and a secoasl isused as the mound
for a windmill (May 1903). A Bronze Age palstave svalso discovered in

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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3.2.3

3.24

3.2.5

3.2.6

Latchford, to the south-east of Warrington. Thexean Iron Age settlement
site known at Loushers Lane (also to the south-eB®Warrington), where
excavations revealed a series of enclosures anbeti#fmamed buildings,
including an early round-house. The site was stilluse into the Roman
period, when fulling and dyeing took place (High&a93).

Several human skulls were found during constructiaork on the river

diversion across Arpley Meadows in 1893 (Madele94)8one skull of which

was preserved. Although the exact date of the mesna unknown, it was
described as a ‘human skull of Celtic type’ and wassibly had an Iron Age
or Romano-British origin. It was preserved in tlsgession of a Mr May. The
Warrington Museum acquired the bulk of Mr May’s lection on his death,
but the skull has not been locatduld).

Romano-British Period:the Roman period is well represented in this afea.
large settlement lies at Wilderspool, to the safthVarrington, on the south
bank of an earlier channel of the Mersey. This magitlement was dictated
by the meeting of roads from Middlewich, Chesterl @ossibly Manchester
(Strickland 1995). The precise position of thelsetent was determined by
the presence of a patch of well-drained sand, irmr@a of peat bog, which
provided a dry approach to the river-crossing. €heas large-scale Roman
industrial activity, with kilns and furnaces, diath complexes and timber-
framed structures (Higham 1993), and it includechaduildings of status as
at least one was hypocausted. The settlement dieseam to have had any
military function, being similar to other industrisettiements in the Roman
military hinterland, such as that at Walton-le-Dadea similar position on the
River Ribble (Shotter 2004). Two areas of occupatiave been excavated
and are considered to have formed part of a sisgiieementclOha in size,
predominantly industrial in character, and in pratthn for much of the
second century AD (Crosby 1996). Evidence for Rometivity, consisting of
structural remains and domestic and industrial eyasstists in and around the
modern town centre of Warrington, and represents déarliest reliable
evidence for human activity in central WarringtatyAU 2000). Further sites
showing residential activity, with structural remsiand domestic waste pits,
include the settlement sites at the Greenall Whieewery and Wilderspool
House (Strickland 1995; Gifford and Partners 199892, 2001; LUAU 2000,
2001).

The main Roman road north from Wilderspool app&aisgave run east to ford
the Mersey at Latchford; thereafter, it turned hpand parts of the road have
been traced beyond Bridge Street (Margary 1957¢ fitojected line of the
Roman road (Sit®4) runs through the south-west corner of the progose
redevelopment. The route is plotted on the 1961r«dh@nce Survey map (see
Section 3.3.1Pand thereafter.

Evidence for the presence of Roman activity othantthe road plotted on the
Ordnance Survey map of 1961-3 is lacking, althoupbon development
along the road may have occurred. An outlying setint seems to have
developed on the north bank of the Mersey alongdhd to Wigan (Stickland
1995, 29), which is probably the same road pagsirggigh the site.

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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3.2.7

3.2.8

3.2.9

Medieval Period:the Domesday survey demonstrates the existereaenainor
and church in 1086, approximately 1km to the saaftthe site, where the
medieval parish church of St Elphin’s still stan@realey 1976, 30). The
church and manor almost certainly had Anglo-Sax@teaedents on the same
site, and Warrington is known to have become thadhef a hundred
sometime before the Norman Conquest (Farrer andidyidl 1911, 305).

In 1066, the county of Lancashire did not existuteoLancashire being
described in the Domesday Book as ‘between the IRiehd the Mersey’
(Crosby 1998, 33). Warrington is mentioned in Dodsey as ‘Walintune’, the
name possibly originating from the OIld English magnthe village at the
weir (Mills 1998, 366). It is mentioned in the 124&ssize Rolls as
‘Werington’ and those of 1259 as ‘Werinton’ (Grealk976, 14). At the time
of Domesday, Orford was a small manor attachedhéo dapital manor of
Warrington. The Norris family held Orford until 159when it passed through
marriage to the Tildesley family, who rebuilt thallh(Cheshire County
Council 2006).

The medieval period is represented in the studg byeOrford Hall (Sited1)
and the surrounding park (Si@2). During this time, the town of Warrington
expanded, with the Barony of Warrington being adan the early twelfth
century. The early lords of Warrington establislileemselves at Mote Hill,
clkm east of the modern town centre, suggestingatatelfth-century motte
and bailey castle stood there (Grealey 1976, 3®}Yh& west of Mote Hill and
the church, the plan of a small, linear settlenteag been identified in the
modern street pattern, laid out to the north andrsof Church Street, with a
single back lane to the north; although undateel hilstorical context suggests
that this may have been a planned settlement estatllin the early twelfth
century, although the character of the settlememxyt mitially have been more
rural than urban (Wells nd). Nevertheless, it hadtainly been granted a
borough charter before the end of the twelfth cgntiCarter 1953). It is
thought that the inhabitants of the settlement begabuild industrial sites in
the twelfth century, with Walton Mill, a water mifirst recorded in 1154
(ibid).

3.2.10 The borough flourished during this period, withfitst fair and market being

established in 1277 (Grealey 1976, 19). At arouhd time, Latchford,
Orford, Sankey and Burtonwood were not yet patheftown, but close links
were forged, with most of their land being held enservice by the de Boteler
family, Barons of Warrington, who built a manor Beuat Bewsey Old Hall in
about 1264ibid), which is not far to the west of Orford.

3.2.11 By the early fourteenth century, Warrington was @fi¢he most important

towns in Lancashire, and, in the lay subsidy of4]3@as assessed at a similar
level to Wigan, Lancaster, Preston, and Liverp@hédshire County Council
2001). Excavations carried out in areas such agikgdon Friary show the
extent of the residential and industrial developtadrthe town, with ditches,
mosaic floor tiles, and medieval pottery (Heawebdl 2002)

3.2.12 The hamlet of Orford, situated to the north-easthef development site (the

name Orford probably means upper ford (Mills 192@])), was tenanted by

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009
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various well-established local families, includitng Haydocks, the Leghs and
then the Norris family from the thirteenth cent@Farrer and Brownbill 1911;
Wells 1996). It is believed that the Norrises bailmoated house at Orford
Hall (Site01) and lived there until the sixteenth century. Amlier house may
have existed on higher ground to the north-easttligtis pure conjecture.
They were succeeded by the Tildesleys following arriage between
Elizabeth Norris and Thomas Tildesley in the eadyenteenth century (Wells
1996).

3.2.13 The area that is now Orford Park (Sd& and Longford Fields (those fields to
the west of the hall within the development site)stituted the demesne lands
of the hall, and were subject to frequent floaBglj. This is confirmed by the
mapping evidenceSgction 3.Bthat shows large areas of marshy ground and
even lakes (Sitd0). Longford was though to be the site of the mardf
across the Longford Beck, but in times of flood thel at Orford (upper ford)
was used. The site of the upper ford is thougltatee been quite close to the
hall (Site01) (Wells 1996).

3.2.14 Post-medieval and Industrial Periodghe barony of Warrington had passed
to the Earl of Leicester by 1586, and Warringtod faurished and became
prosperous (Grealey 1976). The Civil War interrdptieis settled period and,
owing to its geographical position as crossing pahthe River Mersey,
Warrington became embroiled in the conflict. Thevtowas garrisoned by
The Earl of Derby, but fell to the Parliamentariamd643 6p cit, 19). Further
skirmishes ensued, including the routing of a Sslotarmy at Winwick Quay
by Oliver Cromwell {bid). The town had suffered terrible structural damage
and that, combined with episodes of the plagueG#7land 1654, led to a
depression in tradebfd).

3.2.15 Tanning had been established in Warrington fromearly date, and after
1690, when the Mersey was made navigable from pivarto Warrington,
the cattle trade from Ireland expanded rapidhd). This, combined with easy
access to resources such as brine from the Chd3hire led to an increase in
tanning activity in the area. Longford Tannery €3i2), just outside the site
boundary on Long Lane, is testament to the comiyrominence of this
industry (Ordnance Survey 19283.15, and there was also a tannery (HER
4252) in Orford hamlet, just to the north of thedst area.

3.2.16 The hall at Orford (Sit®1), was thought to have been mainly seventeenth
century in date, much of which was thought to hbgen completed in 1616
by Thomas Tildesley, who lived at the hall (Wel896, 1). The house had
nine bays wide with three storeys, the main elewatf which faced Alder
Lane Op cit, 2). During this period, the enclosure of Orford aNarrington
heaths was being carried out, which seems to hHge=d the opportunity to
create a large estate. Thomas Tildesley appareattymissioned surveys (of
unknown type) in 1607 and 1620p( cit, 6), and the description of the
demesne lands contained therein remained consiggenintil the twentieth
century. The boundaries of the demesne lands weikidttls Road, Long
Lane, Winwick Road and Alder Ro&dp cit, 10). It is possible that the layout
of Orford Park was created during the act of engl®snd, prior to this, had
been open heath land.

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009



Orford Park, Orford, Warrington, Cheshire: Archaegical Desk-based Assessment 13

3.2.17 In around 1638, the hall and estate were boughftmmas Blackburne and
much of the former demesne lands were sold off €it, 11). Jonathan
Blackburne, his son, carried out major alteratiomshe house (and possibly
the grounds) in 1716k(d). A new front was added, together with new sash
windows and entrance hall. The east end of AldereLaas diverted slightly
to accommodate the extended grouniti&d). The gateposts (Sit@5) were
erected at this time, and are the only part ofttak to have survived intact
(Plate 5). To the south of this was a lime aveillustrated on Yates’ Map of
1786 (Fig 3); there was also a separate walledegardhich was removed
when the railway was constructed in 1888 €it,12).

3.2.18 John Blackburne, the son of Jonathan, who attathedposition of High
Sheriff of Lancashire in 17430 cit, 14), probably laid out the gardens
following his father’s rebuilding of the south fiodohn was also responsible
for the construction of the glasshouses (8itg which housed exotic plants
(ibid). The head gardener in 1779 was Adam Neale, whgpited a catalogue
of the plants in the collection. This included, amgst other exotics,
pineapples, grapes, tea, coffee and cotton. A gaxof trees was planted in
the south-east corner of the gardens, which catsist a group of five trees
laid out like the dots on a dominibid). Many other exotic trees were planted,
including one of the first Cedars of Lebanon in toaintry (blown down in
1868) (bid). Blackburne also planted a Royal PalmSabel bermundiana
its own hot house, which, unfortunately, later déedl the trunk was taken to
Kew gardensibid). Longford Fields were a popular venue for icetiskg but
Winwick Road was treacherous, until John createdwseway in the area in
the eighteenth century (Longford Bridge on the m&ite 12) (ibid).

3.2.19 Reference to a Col J Blackburne MP, who went te &t Hale Hall near
Liverpool in 1754, is made by Payne-Gallwey in Bigok of Duck Decoys
(Payne-Gallwey 1886, 100). The Blackburnes werebginty living at both
properties, both of which possessed duck decoy(Bite03); the details of
the Hale pond are described in detail by Payneweall{jbid). Duck decoys
were an essential constituent of the country egtetee post-medieval period.

3.2.20 The daughter of John, Anna, was an avid collectdrirals and corresponded
with Carl Linnaeus (called the Father of Taxonom$he even received
samples from Johann Reinhold Forster, who accoredadaptain Cook as his
naturalist on his second Pacific voyage of 17725 cit, 18). Her collection
was later transferred to Fairfied Hall and then ed#&lall, both within
Warrington, along with some of the more notablenfdgrom Orford ¢p cit,
19).

3.2.21 Following the death of John Blackburne in 1786, d¢riandson John Ireland
Blackburne inherited the estate at Orford, and dad became the High
Sheriff of Lancashire in 1781, and Knight of thar8hn 1784 ¢p cit,23). He
erected an Obelisk as a memorial to his grandfathire vicinity of Winifred
Street, to the south of the study area, which viasegd in a direct line with the
avenue and main entrance to the hall. The monumastmoved in 1858 and
then destroyed after 1890 when new housing was (opicit, 26).
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3.2.22 After the Blackburnes left Orford in around 1812 hall was let a number of
times, and the occupants even included a schooldong ladiesdp cit, 27).
In 1866 it was let to William Beamont, who becanie ffirst mayor of
Warrington (bid). He wrote many a book about the history of Watam and
was a local benefactor who financed the villageosthn Orford (now
demolished)d@p cit,31). Following his death, his wife Letitia contirtlio live
at the hall and the 1891 Census provides detaitheoftaff, including cook,
waitress, kitchen maid and housemalud). There was a head gardener who
lived in a separate cottage, as well as a coachwilaose cottage was situated
on the west side of the hall, accessed from Aldane.(Ordnance Survey
1893,3.3.1)). After Letitia Beamont’s death the house and ent# were sold
(ibid).

3.2.231In 1861, a cottage, together with the plantatioiledaOrford Park were
apparently leased to a John Litton (although Bednstith lived at the hall
then) ‘of Orford Hall’ who adapted it as a firingnge ¢p cit, 10). In 1875, the
land was sold at auction, the catalogue of whickeats some information
pertaining to the park; it incorporated 24 acred imcluded some fine timber,
consisting of about 900 trees, 600 of which were dde park was sold for
£1810 (bid).

3.2.24 A description of the hall was presented duringphblic enquiry held during
the planning for the Manchester to Liverpool raywa the 1860s (Sit€9).
The house was described as being deeper than itvidasand it contained a
handsome entrance hall and a commanding stairogseit(13). There was a
dining room some 30 feet by 20 feet, two drawingms measuring 28 feet by
17 feet, and 22 feet by 15 feet, and a library meag 22 feet by 15 feet. All
of these rooms were on the ground floor, togethigh kitchens and offices
(ibid). This provides an impression of the size of thk. lit was let to William
Beamont Section 3.2.2pfollowing the construction of the railwaib{d). The
lease describes the property as a mansion, gdedems and pleasure grounds,
with coach house, stables, a granary and otheuibditiigs (Site901 and02).

3.2.25 Warrington continued to act as a market centrébfersurrounding agricultural
hinterland and, around 1800, its Wednesday market moted for its fish,
cattle, and sheep (May 1903). However, industry wmescoming an
increasingly important part of Warrington’s econgnmarticularly from the
late seventeenth century. Industries included cb@mvorks (Ashmore 1982),
while Yates’s map of 1786&gction 3.3.28 shows a glass and copper works in
the area of Bank Quay. This industrial developmemats mainly due to
improvements in the Mersey navigation, with theeribeing made navigable
from Liverpool to Warrington in 1690, and from Wagton to Manchester in
1720, and the position of the town on the beste@dross the Mersey and
north into Lancashire.

3.2.26 As a result of the improved navigation of the MgrsBank Quay was
constructed in 1690, allowing the town’s manufaetsr easy access to
waterborne transport. Although there is evidence dogreat variety of
manufacturing, the most significant industries haeen identified as textile
making, particularly linen and coarse textiles, lrs&s sailcloth, and metal
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working. Copper smelting was important for muchtleé eighteenth century,
with wire-working and the manufacture of files anther tools becoming

significant before 1800. By 1825, sugar refiningd asopper working had

largely ceased, but iron foundries and soap womrk®wncreasingly important,
and supplemented the remaining established indgs(Ashmore 1982). The
Crosfield and Sons Chemical Works was a large gwaducer, and it was

Joseph Crosfield who built the Transporter Bridgent 1913-15. This

construction shows the extent to which Warringtorad importance had

grown, as the bridge was the world’s first trangporbridge designed

primarily for rail traffic. Further evidence of thanportance of rail to

Warrington can be seen in the Bank Quay Stationgiwinked the industrial

towns of the region, and the Grand Junction Statidrich linked Warrington

with the main London line (Norton 1984). The Cheshiines railway, which

was constructed in 1873 and connected Liverpool Madchester, passes to
the south of the site (Si@9).

3.2.27 During the industrial period, Orford is mentionepesifically in various
directories and gives the impression of an ardlarstatively rural in nature,
and little affected by the industrial activities reéarby Warrington. Worrall’s
1871 Directory of Lancashirdists mainly farmers, and a tannery owned by
Reynolds and Mortimer. In Kelly'®irectory of Lancashirg1887), Thomas
Corbett, foreman and tanner, and William Morimanrter, are listed. Kelly’s
Directory of 1892 lists the same tanners, as well as Richakdteman,
brickmaker.

3.2.28 The trade directories of the twentieth century edfl the increasing
urbanisation of the area. KellyBirectory of 1905 still lists the same tanners
as that of 1892 but Orford Hall was then occupigdWarrington Training
College as an additional residence for studentsveyer, by 1907 the training
college left the site and the hall and gardens wedscay (Wells 1996, 10). A
laundry, and a Walter at Warrington Corporationitay Department manure
manufacturers (which is shown on the Ordnance Sumvap of 1896 (Fig 6))
is mentioned. Kelly'Directory of 1924 mentions the purchase of the hall and
its subsequent gift to the town, as well as theestanners and various other
businesses, including a motor engineers. Alsodiste Parry and Rock Ltd,
tanners, Longford Tannery, which presumably pest&inthe tannery on Long
Lane (Sitel2).

3.2.29 Orford Hall was offered to the town of Warringtoy ol Robert Ireland-
Blackburne in around 1916, who himself provided @l&®f the valuation
price of £3600ibid). The remaining money was raised from a groupodall
subscribers, who agreed to offer the hall and geydes a memorial to the
Warrington Lads who had fallen in the still on-gpiGreat War @p cit, 32).
The ‘beautiful’ hall and gardens were offered deea gift to the Corporation
by Alderman Arthur Bennett, on condition that therkpbe used as a public
park ‘in perpetuity’, and that the hall and cudg#abe preserved and kept in
reasonable repaiibid). In December 1916, after some opposition, thé hal
was accepted. The development of the park did eoineence until the 1920s,
when the bowling greens were laid out. The parallaler features (Site8)
on the north-east side were filled in and replaogdennis courtsil§id). Part
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of the decoy pond (Sit@3) was adapted into a paddling pool by constructing
a concrete foundatiombid), a bandstand was constructed close to the rajlway
and a surviving part of the Longford Brook was euted {bid). All these
changes can be seen on the Ordnance Survey map33df9 and 1961-3
(Sections 3.3.13.3.20.

3.2.301n 1934, following numerous unsuccessful schemdmtba use for the hall,

3.3

3.3.1

3.3.2

3.3.3

3.34

the Town Hall, Parks and Baths Committee instruthedCounty Surveyor to
proceed with its demolitionop cit, 36). Many other changes have occurred
during the twentieth century, including the remowfthe glasshouses and the
reshaping of the rectangular paddling pool (thenfardecoy pond, Sit@3) to

a more natural shapéid). In the later part of the twentieth century, @dfo
Secondary School (latterly William Beamont CommuniSchool) and
Warrington Technical College were constructed om nlorthern part of the
site.

MAP REGRESSION ANALYSIS

Introduction: several cartographic sources were examined, helthenOA
North archives, and Cheshire Record Office, Cheséb-based resources
were also consulted (www.promap.co.uk).

Yates’ Map of Lancashire, 1786 (Fig 3}his is the earliest available map of
the site, and is the first attempt to survey thenty accurately at a large scale,
being produced at a scale 1 inch to 1 mile. The msapot an accurate
depiction however, and some detail is omitted. Mi#netess, a collection of
buildings labelled Orford is shown, together theéhwioad layout, which is
remarkably similar to the current layout of Longnka Alder Lane and the
A49 Winwick Road to the west end of the site. Thection of Long Lane,
Orford Green and School Road at the north-eastecoof the area is
particularly obvious.

Orford Hall is shown to the south of the hamlet @dlustrated by a single
square motif (Sit®1). To the left of the hall, the namé& Blackburn Esq(the
owner of the estate$ present. There is a tree-lined avenue to théhsafiuthe
hall, on the south side of Alder Lane, and a cacuollection of trees is
located to the north of the hall, which may relat¢he duck decoy pond, now
the current boating pond (Si83). There is also a watercourse (Longford
Brook) apparently flowing from the west to the e@steSection 3.3.delow)
through the site, which loops to the south of tak h

Hennet's Map of Lancashire, 183QFig 4): Hennet's map shows a similar
level of detail to Yates’ map (1786) and was pralat a scale of 7% inches
to 10 miles. The layout of the main roads is, agaimilar to the current
layout. Orford Hall is clearly labelled, althoughcomprises a cluster of three
structures, together with a fourth structure, ghgisolated to the north-west.
A road or track is now present, to the east ofitaé, connecting Alder Lane
with Orford Green (Hallfields Road). This road dones to the south, where
the avenue of lime trees was observed on Yates' mhpt avenue is not
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3.3.5

3.3.6

3.3.7

3.3.8

3.3.9

illustrated on this map, but a possible avenuedsked on either side of Alder
Lane.

Longford Brook, which was apparently flowing in aasterly direction on
Yates’ map, now appears to be flowing in a westénlgction, towards what is
now called Sankey Brook. It also now passes tontitéh of the hall and not
the south. Both maps illustrate the brook as flgneneath Winwick Road,
which suggests there may have been a bridge 15jite

Plan of Orford Hall and Park, nd (DGR/A/3/13) (Plas 1 and 2)this map
was inspected at the Chester Record Office andiwas poor and fragile
condition. The map was in two parts, illustrating east and west sides of the
site. It is undated, but is thought to have beempited in the nineteenth
century, and quite possibly the early 1800s attjeseveral features, such as
the water features (Sit@8), are not shown, but are seen on the Ordnance
Survey map of 1849, which suggests that the magnigslin the first half of
the century.

The map is much more detailed than previous map(tngs 3 and 4), and
includes individual field numbers, obviously pemiag to land use and
ownership, suggesting that it may be an estate dafortunately, there was
no attendant schedule, so the associated informegimains unknown, but the
name Thos Leah Esgs written along a field boundary on the nortlesiof
the site. The field boundaries are consistent whth later Ordnance Survey
map (1849) and drainage channels are evident. There additional diagonal
channel in field247 (Plate 2). Orford Hall (Sit@1) is labelled af44, and the
boating pond is also illustrated.

Ordnance Survey First Edition 6” to one mile map849 (Fig 5):this map is
obviously more detailed than either Yates’ (1786Hennet’s (1830) maps of
Lancashire. The present road layout was fixed lg ttme this map was
produced, and other than the addition of side tye@s a result of the
construction of housing estates, is almost idehtecenodern maps. This is the
first available map to provide a detailed layoutlué field boundaries within
the site.

The layout of the hall and its grounds (Si@dsand02) is depicted in some
detail, and the house is clearly discernible, alevith paths and further,
smaller buildings. The footprint of the hall diféeslightly from the estate map
(Section 3.3.4), although some of the smaller structures appedret the
same. There is an interesting feature to the neast; which appears to
comprise parallel water features (SU&. The decoy is visible, together with
further small ponds and two arms to the west. Therm linear feature also
visible to the east of the decoy pond, with twdtar small ponds. All of this
appears to be set within trees and other vegetapiossibly an arboretum,
given the botanical interests of the Blackburnes.

3.3.10 The rest of the proposed development area is divideo fields, with the

boundaries being clearly visible. None of the barrebs appear to correspond
to current field boundaries, although an extanthphéside the William
Beamont Community School (Si20) does correspond to a field boundary
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beside a field markedOsiers (which are willows probably cultivated for a
purpose, such as the production of furniture oké@s or the bark can be used
in the tanning process). The watercourse illustrate previous mapping is no
longer visible but there now appears to be a ctith@inage channel exiting
the west end of the site below Winwick Road undemgford Bridge’ (Site
11). The text Subject to Floodestuns through the middle of the site,
illustrating the nature of the ground conditions.

3.3.11 Ordnance Survey 25” to one mile map, 1893 (Fig &k befits the scale, this
map is very detailed and shows many features retiquisly illustrated. The
road layout remains identical to that already shawrprevious mapping, and
the field boundaries are also fairly consistent.wiweer, there are slight
changes in some of the field boundaries, partibulam the north side of the
site, the fields there having been enlarged or sterdhe drainage channels
are depicted in detail and it is evident that ther& network across the site, all
apparently draining from east to west into the dehrthat passes below
Longford Bridge (Sitel1). A strip of marshy ground is located in the cerdf
the site, bounded to the north by a drainage chaihere is a small pond at
the western end of fiel@03 below the field previously (Ordnance Survey
1849) named a®siers’.

3.3.12 Due to the larger scale of the map than that oP1&8%ford Hall (Site0l) is
shown in considerable detail, although the footpran consistent with the
previous map. The grounds contain formal gardemduding pathways and
areas of trees (Sig82). Glasshouses are visible to the north-east ohthese,
along with various outbuildings (Sit&l). To the north of the hall, the duck
decoy pond (Sit@3) is present (labelled21), and appears to be connected to
the parallel water feature (Sid8) first shown on the 1849 map, via a channel.
The duck decoy was apparently disused by the 1838gne-Gallwey 1886,
102). A further channel issues forth and follows/esterly route around the
gardens. Either side of the duck decoy, label2® and 222 there are
interesting water features. The Cheshire Linesvesil(Site09) now passes to
the south-east of the hall (SQ&).

3.3.13 Evidence of encroaching urbanisation from Warringsevident for the first
time on the 1893 map, in the form of terraced hagislong Winwick Road.

3.3.14 Ordnance Survey 6” to one mile map, 1908 (Fig #his map is almost
identical to the previous map and presents alhefdame features. The duck
decoy pond is, however, now labellgdsh Pond. Further encroachment of
housing and industry is evident to the west ofdites, along Winwick Road.

3.3.15 Ordnance Survey 25" to one mile map, 1928 (Fig 8)milar in detail to the
1893 map (Fig 7), this map reveals that the genkxybut of the field
boundaries remained consistent and virtually ungednThe west end of the
site is shown as an area of marshy ground and thene appears to be a lake
in the westernmost field. Documentary evidence eatigg that a lake was
used for ice-skating in the winteBé¢ction 3.2.18would suggest what was
once a seasonal lake had now become permanent.e Tiserfurther
encroachment of housing, both to the south of theeldpment area and at the
northern fringe, along with &ecreation Ground (War Memorial)vhich lies
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outside the site boundary on Long Lane. A buildiapelled Longford
Tannery is now also located on Long Lane, but this aies butside the site
boundary (Sitd 2).

3.3.16 The most notable changes have been made to thenmath is now labelled

‘ORFORD PARK This follows the presenting of the hall (Sif4) to the
people of Warrington in 1916, and a park was lail following the Great
War in 1920 (se&ection 3.2.209 The park contains features labell@bwling
Green§ ‘Tennis Groundsand ‘Tennis Courts,all located to the north of the
hall on the site of the former water features afabghouses. Some of the
formal gardens appear to have been removed, anidioaddl outbuildings
constructed. The area around the fishpond (@)ehad been altered and a
new field boundary inserted (this may relate taugent boundary (Sit@2)).
The pond itself is now divided into two unequal tpaAn interesting label
‘Stone Celt found A.D. 1848 marked in the gardens to the south of the hall
(Site 06).

3.3.17 Ordnance Survey 25" to one mile map, 1937-9 (Fig ®is map is very

similar to the 1928 Ordnance Survey map, with nodsthe same landscape
features and field boundaries. Massive encroachuofembusing estates to the
south of the site is visible along Alder Lane aegdnd, together with housing
along Long Lane and beyond, to the north. Mosthef site remains open,
however.

3.3.18 The layout of the grounds around the hall remaorsistent with the previous

map, but it is evident that the hall has now beemalished. The former duck
decoy pond and later fish pond (Si®) is now labelled Boating Pondand
‘Paddling Pool A ‘Band Stand has appeared to the south-east of the
grounds, adjacent to the railway.

3.3.19 Ordnance Survey 1:1250, 1961-3 (Fig 1@yxajor changes to the layout of the

site have been made between 1939 and the datdsomtp, including the
removal and realignment of all of the field boundsr(Site23) (except one
that passes alongside the newly constructed OSacbndary School at the
north side of the map (Site0)) creating larger open spaces. The drainage
ditches have been realigned and regularised, ammgaof which still exists
(Site 22, Plate 8). The line of a Roman road (S#® is now plotted, crossing
the south-west corner of the site. The layout ef tlall grounds (Sit€2) is
consistent with previous mapping.

3.3.200n current Ordnance Survey mapping, the layout hed bite remains

34

consistent, other than the addition of sports &dlak Beamont County High
School, now a small industrial area, which is aléghe site boundary (Fig 2).

STEVISIT

3.4.1 A visual inspection of the site was undertaken addy 15th May 2009, in

order to relate the existing topography and lanel wi#h the results of the
desk-based assessment. The visit allowed for aerstahding of areas of
impact by the proposed redevelopment, as well assaof more recent
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3.4.2

3.4.3

3.5

3.5.1

disturbance that may affect the potential for thevisal of archaeological
deposits.

The current layout of the site is consistent withttillustrated on the 1961-3
Ordnance Survey map (Fig 10), with the exceptionth& Tennis Courts,
which have been removed and replaced by a chilglrptdyground and a
basketball court. Some rebuilding works were begagried out on the
basketball court at the time of the visit. There atill areas of ornamental
trees and pathways on the south side of the folmakr(Site 01), which are
obviously a relic of the former formal gardens (E$a3 and 4). There are
numerous entrances to the park and the south estitzas gateposts (Siié)
which appear to be a surviving relic of the forrhetl (Plate 5). They are of
square ashlar (now painted) with moulded plinting} exhibit channel-jointed
rustication; they are both topped with ball finialhe gates are of wrought
iron and may be original. The gateposts are cargistith an eighteenth-
century date for the remodelling of the hall (S=etion 3.2.17)All the other
fencing on the site is of late twentieth-centurpegrance. A pond was present
on the north side of the former hall, which wasrgvewn (Site03) (Plate 6).
To the west of this, some undulations in the grosodace may relate to
former features associated with a duck decoy, phstiose on the Ordnance
Survey map of 1893 (Fig 6) (Sif3).

The remainder of the site is open rough grassl&dt€ 7), and there is a
single drainage ditch to the south of the WilliarmaBiont Secondary School
(Site 21, Plate 8). The school itself is of mid-twentietntury construction,
with large playing fields to the south (Plate 9)od¥l of the remaining field
boundaries (Sit@2) are probably late twentieth century in originl Af the
surrounding streets are suburban in nature.

PREVIOUS ARCHAEOL OGICAL WORK

Both the CHER and the OA North library and archivesre consulted for
records of previous archaeological work in the gtadea and immediate
environs. No records of any previous archaeologiaak were forthcoming,
although an environmental assessment was carrietbrouhe Warrington
Northern Expressway in 1993 (HER ref ECH3548)
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4. GAZETTEER OF SITES

Site number 01

Site name Orford Hall

NGR SJ 61353 89737

HER No 457/1

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Manor, house, manor house, mansion house

Period Late medieval — post-medieval

Sour ces HER/Site Visit/Map Regression

Description Site of a medieval manor house rebuilt in the swemth century. At the time of

Domesday, Orford was a small manor attached tac#dpial manor of Warrington.
The Norris family held Orford until 1595 when it gsd through marriage to the
Tildesley family, who rebuilt the hall. The hall ssawned by the Blackburne family
from the middle of the seventeenth century until2.8n the nineteenth century the
hall was occupied by William Beamont, first maydMdarrington. The hall stood in
Orford Park and was demolished in 1935. Variousbuildings, including
glasshouses, were present within the curtilagbehall and were observed on all the
Ordnance Survey maps.

Assessment The site lies within the proposed development aeewm may be impacted on by
construction works.

Site number 02

Site name Orford Park

NGR SJ 61389 89700

HER No 457/2

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Park

Period Late medieval — post-medieval
Sour ces HER/Site Visit /IMap Regression

Description A park at Orford is mentioned in 1465 (HER 457I82)1886 the park covered around
25 acres and was surrounded by an eighteenth-gentit. In 1916 it became a
public park.

Assessment The site lies within the proposed development asesml may be impacted on by
construction works.

Site number 03

Site name Orford Hall, Site of medieval decoy pond

NGR SJ 61349 89914

HER No 2457

Stat. Designation

Sitetype Decoy pond

Period Late medieval — Post-medieval

Sour ces HER/Site Visit/Map Regression; Ordnance Survey &1t mile, 1908, Ordnance

Survey 1:1250, 1937-9

Description Decoy pond at Orford Hall (Sit81). The hall no longer exists and, although the
remains of the decoy are much overgrown, they tikibs traced. Duck decoys were
built to trap wildfowl using nets over a narrowesth of water. Artificial decoys
were built in the eighteenth century, which hadiatidg arms called pipes, into
which ducks would be enticed. Latterly illustratea maps as a fishpond (Ordnance
Survey 1908) and then a boating lake (Ordnanceeyut937-9).

Assessment The site lies within the proposed development aeewl may be impacted on by
construction works.

For the use of Capita Symonds © OA North: May 2009



Orford Park, Orford, Warrington, Cheshire: Archaegical Desk-based Assessment 22

Site number 04

Site name King Street Roman Road

NGR SJ 720 695 (centroid)

HER No 436/1/0

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Road,

Period Romano-British

Sour ces HER, Map regression; Ordnance Survey 1:1250, 1961-3

Description This part of King Street has been traced from Saadhbo Warrington for 18 miles.
Traced from Elworth to the west of Sandbach, neréist from Elworth, the road runs
through Middlewich, but is covered by canal worksl industrial development. From
there it runs straight for 4 miles to Broken Crassar Over Street on the east side of
Northwich. It then continues north-west through @iam, but is obliterated by
saltworks, then up to Marston Church and Marstofl, Ha join the angle of the
present road south of Great Budworth. This road thms directly to Frankley and
Stretton and then on to the Roman settlement adléigpool. From Wilderspool it
runs north to Wigan, the line passing through teeetbpment site; it is traced on the
Ordnance Survey 1961-3 map.

Assessment Any surviving remains of the road will be impacted as well as any possible
Roman ribbon development.

Site number 05

Site name Gateposts, Orford Hall

NGR SJ 61321 89732

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Gateposts

Period Post-medieval

Sour ces Site Visit

Description Situated at the south entrance to the park (@eon Alder Lane, the gateposts
appear to be a surviving relic of the former h&lit€ 01). They are of rusticated
square ashlar, with moulded plinths and ball fsidlhe gates are of wrought iron.
The gateposts are consistent with an eighteenttiigedate for the remodelling of
the hall (Wells 1996).

Assessment The site lies within the proposed development aeem may be impacted on by
construction works.

Site number 06

Site name Prehistoric Stone Axe, Houghton Brook

NGR SJ 61300 89700

HER No 491

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Find spot

Period Neolithic

Sour ces HER, Ordnance Survey, 6” 1928

Description Stone axe found in November 1848, near HoughtorolBrio Orford. Made of
polished hornstone flint, 4 inches long x 2 inckéde x 1% inches thick. Found by
John Stringer, whilst cutting a drain in a fieldled 'the Canks', at a depth of 2 feet.
First illustrated on maps aStone Celt Found AD 1848’ .

Assessment The site lies within the proposed development amed, any associated remains may
be impacted on by construction works.

Site number 07

Site name Flint Axe, Orford

NGR SJ 61000 90000

HER No 569

Stat. Designation -
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Sitetype Find spot
Period Neolithic
Sour ces HER

Description Neolithic flint axe found at Orford, June 1851. @died hornstone flint axe, 5 5/8ins
long, found at Orford.

Assessment The site lies within the proposed development amed, any associated remains may
be impacted on by construction works

Site number 08

Site name Orford Hall, parallel water features

NGR SJ 61400 89800

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Water features

Period Post-medieval/Industrial

Sour ces Ordnance Survey, 6” 1849

Description Parallel water features first illustrated on thel9&rdnance Survey map, probably

fishponds. Tennis courts and a children’s play aegdaced the features in the early
twentieth century.

Assessment The site lies within the proposed development aaed, any surviving remains may
be impacted on by construction works.

Site number 09

Site name Cheshire Lines Railway

NGR SJ 612 895 (centroid)

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Railway

Period Industrial

Sour ces Ordnance Survey 25", 1893; Site visit

Description The Cheshire Lines Railway, constructed in 1873nnested Liverpool and
Mancheseter. This is now disused, but a tall beicibankment remains.

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,amed will not be affected.

Site number 10

Site name L ake, east of Winwick Road

NGR SJ 60800 89900

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Lake

Period Industrial

Sour ces Ordnance Survey 1928; Ordnance Survey 1937-9; \WeB$§

Description A large seasonal lake, probably permanent by the tf the 1928 map. Ice skating
was apparently popular in winter.

Assessment The site lies within the proposed development aeem may be impacted on by

construction works.

Site number 11

Site name Longford Bridge, Winwick Road

NGR SJ 60595 90084

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Bridge/Causeway

Period Industrial

Sour ces Ordnance Survey 1849; Ordnance Survey 1893; Or@én&ocvey 1908; Ordnance

Survey 1928; Ordnance Survey 1937-9; Ordnance $ur961-3.
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Description John Blackburne created a causeway in the eigtitesanitury (Longford Bridge)
(Wells 1996). It is first illustrated on the Ord@nSurvey 6" map, 1849, but there is
possible evidence of a bridge on Yates’ (1786)ldadnett’s (1830) maps.

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,aed will not be affected.

Site number 12

Site name Tannery, Long Lane

NGR SJ 60845 90243

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Tannery

Period Industrial

Sour ces Ordnance Survey 1928; Ordnance Survey 1937-9; @Quin8urvey 1961-3; Kelly's
Directory of Lancashire1924

Description A structure labelledl'ongford Tannery's first illustrated on the Ordnance Survey
6”, 1928 map. The building also appears on the @&nde Survey 1961-3 map.

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,ared will not be affected.

Site number 13

Site name Nos 1, 2 and 3 Vale Owen Road, Orford

NGR SJ 6165 9009

HER No DCH1668

Stat. Designation Listed Grade |1 58857

Sitetype Farm Cottages

Period Industrial

Sour ces HER

Description Early nineteenth-century farm cottages, on laneétéord Green Farm. Two low

storeys, brick, new roofs. No 1 is larger and cedewith cement, with two windows,
the others with one window on each floor. No 2 haszontal sliding sashes, others
have modern windows, all segmental headed of fights. Orford Green Farmhouse
Barn (Sitel8) to east and Nos 1 to 3. Farm Cottages form apmrou

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,ared will not be affected.

Site number 14

Site name No 55 Long Lane, Orford

NGR SJ 6111 9030

HER No DCH1698

Stat. Designation Listed Grade |1 58816

Sitetype Barn and workshop

Period Industrial

Sour ces HER

Description Late eighteenth century to early nineteenth centilnughcast over brick, slate roof,

two storeys of low proportions. Centre modern glazeor with segmental head.
Two six-light casement windows on each floor wiblired shutters. Steeper-roofed
former barn attached to left, with hipped slatefroow a workshop.

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,amed will not be affected.

Site number 15

Site name No 16 School Road, Orford, Chetham House
NGR SJ 6143 9012

HER No DCH1709

Stat. Designation Listed Grade 11 58848

Sitetype Entrance gates and piers

Period Industrial

Sour ces HER
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Description No 16 entrance gates and gate piers. Mid-eightessritury house of medium size,
standing in grounds, empty since 1973 but apparantigood condition. Three
storeys, brick with stone base and strings, amy‘'land short’ end quoins. New roof,
stone eaves cornice with consoles. Gable ends casghour-panel door in moulded
stone surround with pediment. Four windows on gdofioor boarded over, five
windows on upper floors, first floor, 12-paned sasttop floor casements; stone sills
and lintels, and keystones. Two stone gate pietls vases, and iron gates (all now
restored). No 16, Entrance gates and gate piesas@ farm building to north form a
group.

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,aea will not be affected.

Site number 16

Site name Orford Green Farmhouse, Vale Owen Road

NGR SJ 6162 9003

HER No DCH1801

Stat. Designation Listed Grade |1 58855

Sitetype Farmhouse

Period Industrial

Sour ces HER

Description Early nineteenth century, scored stucco, new siadé two storeys. Studded door

with fanlight, two five-light sliding sash windowm each floor with keystones. End
chimneys. Orford Green Farmhouse (Si), barn to east and Nos 1 to 3 Farm
Cottages (Sit&3) form a group.

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,aed will not be affected.

Site number 17

Site name The Orford Hotel and attached range of outbuildings and boundary wall
NGR SJ 6161 8959

HER No DCH1853

Stat. Designation Listed Grade |1 471562

Sitetype Public House and former hotel

Period Industrial

Sour ces HER

Description Public house and former hotel with attached outlngs ¢ 1908 by Wright &
Hamlyn for the Greenall Whitley Brewery Company.fBterracotta facings to
principal elevations, red brick elsewhere. Westamul slate roof, laid to diminishing
courses. Prominent ridge, gable and mid-slope stabkdor Gothic style. Courtyard
plan, occupying corner site with the long, mainafde facing east across Gorsey
Lane, and service courtyard with range of outbnidito the east. Two courtyards
divided by a brick wall, the southerly one contamilow storage buildings, the
northerly one with a two-storey stable. Hay-lofteapng under a shaped gable; two
two-light mullioned windows to Gorsey Lane. A subgial and well-detailed public
house and hotel which demonstrates the level adstment made by an influential
regional brewery company in new and remodelled ipubbuses, and one which
retains a substantial amount of its original plamf and fittings.

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,aed will not be affected.

Site number 18

Site name Barn to east of Orford Green Farmhouse

NGR SJ 6165 9003

HER No DCH1940

Stat. Designation Listed Grade |1 58856

Sitetype Barn

Period Industrial

Sour ces HER

Description Barn to east of Orford Green Farmhouse (38 Brick, probably early nineteenth

century, slate roof, ventilation holes arranged lozenges. Segmental-headed
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doorways to stable and shippon. Wing at rear. @rf@reen Farmhouse (Sitk5),
Barn to east and Nos 1 to 3 Farm Cottages (Sjdéorm a group.
Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,aed will not be affected.

Site number 19

Site name Blackburne Arms Public House, M arketplace
NGR SJ 6139 9014

HER No DCH1915

Stat. Designation Listed Grade |1 58825

Sitetype Pubic House

Period Industrial

Sour ces HER

Description Blackburne Arms Public House. Corner of Corporat®treet. Irregular plan, early
nineteenth century, brick with stone dressingsedhstoreys. Ground floor has iron
columns and Composite capitals and segmental gréfiese and dentilled cornice.
Upper floors have sash windows (five facing MarR&ce, three facing Corporation
Street). Small wing in angle. Narrow passage thnotagSankey Street between this
building and No 1. All the listed buildings in tidarket Place form a group with the
side facade of Ye Olde Barley Mow Public House iarkét Street.

Assessment The site lies outwith the proposed development,aed will not be affected directly.
However, as a listed building (statutorily protefjteand positioned just over the site
boundary, it must be considered for indirect efestich as noise, vibration and
setting.

Site number 20

Site name Field Boundary

NGR SJ 60689 90105

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Landscape feature

Period Industrial

Sour ces Ordnance Survey 1849; Ordnance Survey 1893; Or@én&ocvey 1908; Ordnance

Survey 1928; Ordnance Survey 1937-9; Ordnance $ur961-3.
Description Field boundary first appearing on the Ordnance &ut849 map.
Assessment The site lies on the edge of the proposed developarea, and may be affected.

Site number 21

Site name Drainage culvert

NGR SJ 60915 90021

HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Landscape feature

Period Modern

Sour ces Ordnance Survey 1961-3; Site Visit

Description Drainage culvert running east/west first appeanngthe Ordnance Survey 1:1250,
1961-3

Assessment The site lies within the proposed development asem may be impacted on by

construction works.

Site number 22

Site name Field Boundary
NGR SJ 61235 89900
HER No -

Stat. Designation -

Sitetype Landscape feature
Period Modern
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Sour ces Ordnance Survey 1928; Site Visit
Description Field Boundary first appearing on the Ordnance/&u6” 1928 map.
Assessment The site lies within the proposed development asesml may be impacted on by

construction works.
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5. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE REMAINS

5.1

5.1.1

5.2

5.2.1

5.2.2

INTRODUCTION

Twenty-two sites have been identified within thedst area, seven of which
are Grade Il Listed Buildings (Site$3-19). There are no Scheduled
Monuments, Registered Parks or Gardens, or Batilisfiwithin the study
area, nor is the study area within a ConservatioraA Of the 22 sites
identified, 11 are within the proposed developmeneia (Site€1-08, 10, 20
and22).

Period No of Sites | Site Type

Neolithic 2 Prehistoric stone axes (Si#sand07)

Romano-British 1 King Street Roman Road (S4¢

Late medieval 3 Orford Hall (Sitel1), Orford Park (Sited2), Decoy
Pond (Sited3)

Post-medieval 4 Orford Hall (Sited1), Orford Park (Site 02),
Gateposts (Sit85), Water features (Sit@B)

Industrial 11 Cheshire Lines Railway (Si@9), Lake (Site10),
Longford Bridge (Sitell), Tannery (Sitel2), Listed
Buildings (Sitesl3-19)

Modern 3 Field boundary (Sit&0), a drainage ditch (Sit&l), a
field boundary (Sit@2)

Table 2: Number of sites by period

CRITERIA

There are a number of different methodologies used assess the
archaeological significance of sites; that to bedukere is the ‘Secretary of
State’s criteria for scheduling ancient monumentghich is included as
Annex 4 of PPG 16 (DoE 1990). The sites previolisted Section 4above)
were each considered using the criteria, i.e. derrarity, documentation,
group value, survival/condition, fragility/vulnerisity, diversity and potential,
and those likely to be impacted on by the propasaalopment are discussed
below.

Period: the finding of the stone axes (Sit@8 and 07) testifies to possible
prehistoric activity in the area. Significantlyethwere discovered within the
development site boundary and the presence of emplkes a significant
chance of prehistoric activity within the developrharea or its immediate
environs. Similarly, the Roman Road, King Streete(84), passes through the
western part of the site and was the main routéhnibom Wilderspool to
Wigan. The potential of Roman remains along thée@di the road is high and
since the road passes through the site, such remagy be present within the
site boundary. The medieval period is representethb remains of Orford
Hall itself (Site01) and its associated parkland, gardens, ponds tied areas
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5.2.3

5.24

5.2.5

5.2.6

5.2.7

(Sites02, 03, and08) established during this time. Various industpatiod
sites are present. Most of these are fairly commepresentatives of the period
and are, as such, not particularly significant@ligh the railway (Sit@9) is a
significant part of the nineteenth-century transpoetwork. The gateposts
(Site 05), however, are a significant survival of the pdrias this is all that
remains upstanding of the mansion.

Rarity: the discovery of the two stone axes (Si& and 07) in close
proximity is highly significant. The Roman road #504) is also significant,
owing to the nearby location of the significanttlesbtent at Wilderspool and
its communication and transport links. Orford H&Ite 01), had it survived,
would have indeed been a significant structure. &, the layout of the
former gardens (Site€d2, 03 and08) does survive to some extent. The survival
of the duck decoy pond is regionally important, these features form an
integral part of the planned landscape of the Adiere are only 156 decoy
ponds listed nationally on the National Monuments ecdétd
(www.pastscape.org.ukpllied to this, the whole site boundary has ramedi
virtually unchanged since the earliest maps andgergithe urban and
developed nature of the surrounding area, is agareval of such an open
space.

Documentation:Orford Hall (Site04) is no longer standing, being demolished
in the early twentieth century, therefore furthecamentary research into the
history of the development of the hall and its omgnmay shed light on the
nature of the layout of the buildings. The limigacumentary research within
the scope of this project has revealed, for ingatitat John Blackburne was
High Sheriff of Lancashire, and the first mayortbé municipal borough of
Warrington, William Beamont, a noted historian, veatenant. Research into
the relevant family archives and deeds might previdgther information.

Knowledge about the nature of the estate at Onfioagt also be advanced by
further research into estate documents, some afhwdme held at the Cheshire
Record Office in Chester. Similarly, further, matetailed research into the
Enclosure Acts in the area might provide more imation.

Group Value: the two Neolithic axes (Sit€86 and07) can be considered as
being of significant group value owing to the namif such finds of the same
period; for two to be discovered within a shorttanee of each other is
significant. Orford Hall (Sit®1) and the associated garden features (BRes

03, 05, and08) are also of group value.

Survival/Condition: Orford Hall (Site01) was demolished in the 1930s, along
with all the associated outbuildings. The site hats been subject to major
redevelopment, however, and there is high proligbthat below-ground
remains, such as cellars and foundations (i.ebtiildings’ footprint), are still
present. SiteO3 survives (albeit in altered form), together witlonse
undulations in the ground to the west, which mayhseremains of two other
linear water features observed on the maps (Figsand 7). The linear water
features (Site08) were replaced by tennis courts, but may survietow
ground. The gateposts (Si@) are the only structural remains to survive and
are certainly significant. The general layout o€ thardens (Sit€2) still
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5.2.8

5.2.9

survives. Prehistoric remains and the Roman roag atso survive below
ground.

Fragility/Vulnerability: below-ground remains, such as potential prehistori
deposits and the Roman road (Sd®, would be particularly vulnerable to
development within the site boundary. Below-grouvewhains of the hall (Site
01) and other associated buildings and featuresq82e03, 05 and08) are
particularly vulnerable to intrusive development rkg Surviving field
boundaries (Site20 and22) are also vulnerable to development.

Diversity: the list of sites outlined in the gazetteer iseuiiverse and reflects
a long period of activity within the area. Manytbe features within the site,
however, pertains to the late medieval period dtef,aand are associated with
the hall and gardens (Sit@$, 02, 03, 05 and08).

5.2.10 Potential: from the map regression, it would appear that dite has been

5.3
5.3.1

undeveloped and open since at least 1786 (Figu®)talit being parkland, as
well as the obviously wet ground conditions of paot the site. When this is
combined with the nature of some of the sites §Si 06 and 07), the
potential for prehistoric and Roman archaeologieahains is high. The
potential for below-ground remains relating to tiadl (Site 01) and garden
features (Site62, 03 and08) is also high.

SIGNIFICANCE
Table 3 shows the sensitivity of the site scaleddoordance with its relative

importance, using the following terms for archagglassues, with guideline
recommendations for a mitigation strategy.

Importance Examples of Site Type Negative | mpact

National Scheduled Monuments (SMs), Grade |, lld#n | To be avoided
Listed Buildings

Regional/County Conservation Areas, Registered PanrlisGardens| Avoidance
(Statutory Designated Sites) recommended

Sites and Monuments Record/Historic
Environment Record

Local/Borough Sites with a local or borough valuemerest for Avoidance not
cultural appreciation envisaged

Sites that are so badly damaged that too little
remains to justify inclusion into a higher grade

Low Local Sites with a low local value or interest tultural Avoidance not
appreciation envisaged

Sites that are so badly damaged that too little
remains to justify inclusion into a higher grade

Negligible Sites or features with no significantwelor Avoidance
interest unnecessary

Table 3: Criteria used to determine Importanceit#sS
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5.3.2 Based on the above criteria, the listed buildirfgigeg 13-19) are of national
significance. The sites listed in the HER (Sit&s03, 04, 06 andQ7) are of at
least regional or county significance. Sigis considered to be of regional or
county significance as it forms the last remaingtigictural fragment of the
hall (Site 01). The general layout and open nature of the st®filocal
significance. The remaining sites are of low orlig#gle significance.

5.3.3 The above conclusions are based on the currem statnowledge and the
subsequent discovery of additional features orengé relating to these sites
could alter their assessed levels of significance.
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6. IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

IMPACT

In its Planning Policy Guidanddote 16 the Department of the Environment
(DoE 1990) advises that archaeological remainsarentinually diminishing
resource andshould be seen gs] finite, and non-renewable resource, Iin
many cases, highly fragile and vulnerable to dediom. Appropriate
management is therefore essential to ensure thay tburvive in good
condition. In particular, care must be taken to @msthat archaeological
remains are not needlessly or thoughtlessly desttoyit has been the
intention of this study to identify the archaeolmipotential of the study area,
and assess the impact of redevelopment, thus alpthie advice of the DoE
to be enacted upon. Assessment of impact has lobégvad by the following
methods:

e assessing any potential impact and the significaricthe effects arising
from the proposed development;

* reviewing the evidence for past impacts that mayehaffected the
archaeological sites;

« outlining suitable mitigation measures, where gdusesiat this stage, to
avoid, reduce or remedy adverse archaeologicalgtapa

The impact is assessed in terms of the sensitoritynportance of the site to
the magnitude of change or potential scale of imphaing the future

redevelopment scheme. The magnitude, or scaley mhpact is often difficult

to define, but will be termed as substantial, matkerslight, or negligible, as
shown in Table 4, below.

Scale of I mpact Description

Substantial Significant change in environmentaldes;t
Complete destruction of the site or feature;

Change to the site or feature resulting in a funelatal change in
ability to understand and appreciate the resoume its cultural
heritage or archaeological value/historical contend setting.

Moderate Significant change in environmental factors

Change to the site or feature resulting in an apabée change in
ability to understand and appreciate the resoume its cultural
heritage or archaeological value/historical contend setting.

Slight Change to the site or feature resulting sraall change in our abilit
to understand and appreciate the resource andlitsra heritage of
archaeological value/historical context and setting

Negligible Negligible change or no material changethe site or feature. No rea
change in our ability to understand and appredteeresource and its

cultural heritage or archaeological value/histdraamtext and setting.

Table 4: Criteria used to determine Scale of Impact
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6.1.3 The interaction of the scale of impact (Table 4)l dhe importance of the
archaeological site (Table 3) produce the impaghiBcance. This may be
calculated by using the matrix shown in Table $oWwe

6.1.4

6.1.5

6.2
6.2.1

Resource Value Scale of Impact Upon Archaeological Site
(Importance)  "q \ Santial | Moderate Slight Negligible
National Major Major Intermediate/ | Slight
Minor
Regional/County | Major Major/ Minor Neutral
Intermediate
L ocal/Borough Intermediate | Intermediate Minor Neutral
Local (low) Intermediate | Minor Minor/ Neutral
/ Minor Neutral
Negligible Neutral Neutral Neutral Neutral

Table 5: Impact Significance Matrix

None of the sites within the development site dedutorily protected and
there are no Conservation Areas or Registered Park$ardens. The
proposals for the development appear to respect ofothe features still
present on the site, particularly the area of thié (®ite 01), and the majority
of the garden features (Sité8 and03). However, the decoy pond (SiR)
may be subject to some remodelling and thereforddvoe impacted upon by
the development, as may be Si& the area of the parallel water features,
which may survive below ground. The gateposts (8#emay be also be
impacted upon.

The most significant changes or impact from theppsed development
appears to be on the west side of the site. Thkisdes the line of the Roman
road (Site 04), which it appears will subject to a new commadrcia
development. Similarly, any remains of prehist@utivity associated with the
stone axes (Sited and07) may be impacted upon. The amenity value of the
current large open space at the west side of thensil also be significantly
impacted upon. Most of the other sites lie outwita development boundary
and will not be impacted upon directly.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Following on from the above considerationg, $ignificance of effects has
been determined, based on an assumption that thérée earth-moving

works associated with the development, and theeptesondition of the

archaeological assets/sites. The results are susedan Table 6, below, in
the absence of mitigation.
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174

Site Nature of I mpact Significance Scale of I mpact

Number I mpact Significance

01 Possible disturbance of Regional/ Negligible Neutral
below-ground remains County

02 Possible disturbance of Regional/ Negligible Neutral
below-ground remains County

03 Possible disturbance of Regional/ Moderate Major/
extant pond County Intermediate

04 Possible disturbance of Regional/ Substantial Major
below-ground remains County

05 Possible disturbance of Local/Borough Negligible Neutral
extant structures

06 Possible disturbance of Regional/ Moderate Major/
below-ground remains County Intermediate

07 Possible disturbance of Regional/ Moderate Major/
below-ground remains County Intermediate

08 Possible disturbance of Regional/ Moderate Major/
below-ground remains County Intermediate

10 Possible disturbance of Low/local Substantial | Intermediatg
below-ground remains /Minor

21 Possible disturbance of Low/local Slight Minor/
extant remains neutral

22 Possible disturbance of Low/local Slight Minor/
extant remains neutral

Table 6: Assessment of the impact significanceamhesite during
development
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL MITIGATION

7.1 INTRODUCTION

7.1.1 In terms of the requirement for further archagical investigation and
mitigation, it is necessary to consider only theges that will be affected by
the proposed develoment, whether directly or iradiye Current legislation
draws a distinction between archaeological remaimstional importance and
other remains considered to be of lesser signifieaithose perceived to be of
national importance may require preservatiorsitu, whilst those of lesser
significance may undergo preservation by recorceretnigh, local or regional
significance can be demonstrated.

7.2 RECOMMENDATIONS

7.2.1 The following recommendations are based on thesnotirnderstanding of the
proposed development from a plan provided by tlemtIShould the plans for
the proposed development change, advice should dught from the
Development Control Archaeologist at Cheshire Sth&ervices (CSS), Mark
Leah, as to any required mitigation.

7.2.2 Of all the sites within the development area, thatst likely to be impacted
upon is a Roman road (Sidd). In addition, two prehistoric axe finds (Sig&
and 07) may be associated with other prehistoric remalierefore, due to
the potential of Sit®4, 06 and07, combined with the undeveloped nature of
the site, it is recommended that a programme ofuatian, for example
geophysical survey and targeted trial trenchingcaeied out prior to any
groundworks to establish the presently unknownagological resource.

7.2.3 The development plans show that, for the most gagtarea including the hall
(Site 01), and the gardens and associated structures Q3jtewill not be
severely impacted upon. However, the duck decoyd p@ite 03) is to be
remodelled. It is therefore recommended that a huadcbrief be carried out
during any groundworks. Similarly, any groundwoedsund the area of Site
08 should be conducted under watching brief conditi@ite 05 appears not
be affected by the proposed works, but as the gatere the last remaining
structures relating to the house, they should bsgvedn situ; although they
are not listed, they are of equal status to mamyigng examples of these
included on the List (see Sii®). Any further archaeological work should be
carried out in consultation with CCS, who wouldyd® a project brief.
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Plate 1: Plan of Orford Park and Hall nd (DGR/A/3/13) (east)

Plate 2: Plan of Orford Park and Hall nd (DGR/A/3/13) (west)




Plate 3: Grounds to the south of the former Orford Hall

Plate 4: Grounds to the west of the former Orford Hall



Plate 5: Surviving gateposts at the south entrance (Site 05)

Plate 6: Pond located to the north of the former Orford Hall (Site 03)



Plate 7: Genera view of the open fields of the western side of the site



Plate 8: Drainage ditch (Site 21) looking east



Plate 9: View of William Beamont Community School and playing fields



