Chorlton Fold,
Monton,
Eccles,

Greater
Manchester

Final Excavation
Report

Oxford Archaeology North
July 2011

Stewart Milne Homes Ltd

Issue No: 2010-11/1202
OA North Job No:  L10122
NGR: SJ 7694 0001



Document Title:

Document Type:

Client Name:

Issue Number:
OA Job Number:

National Grid Reference:

Prepared by:
Position:
Date:

Checked by:
Position:
Date:

Approved by:
Position:
Date:

Oxford Archaeology North

Mill 3, Moor Lane Mills
Moor Lane

Lancaster

LAl 1GF

t: (0044) 01524 541000
f: (0044) 01524 848606

CHORLTON FoLD, MONTON, ECCLES, GREATER
MANCHESTER

Final Excavation Report

Stewart Milne Homes Ltd

2010-11/1202
L10122
SJ 7694 0001

Richard Gregory
Project Manager
June 2011

Tan Miller Signed... 2 THITETLL
Project Manager
July 2011

Rachel Newman Signed... é‘”“'l\"’;&wm
Senior Executive Officer — Research and Publication
July 2011

© Oxford Archaeology Ltd (2011)
Janus House

Osney Mead

Oxford

0X2 0EA

t: (0044) 01865 263800

f: (0044) 01865 793496

w: www.oxfordarch.co.uk
e: info@oxfordarch.co.uk

Oxford Archaeology Limited is a Registered Charity No: 285627

Disclaimer:

This document has been prepared for the titled project or named part thereof and should not be relied upon or used for any other
project without an independent check being carried out as to its suitability and prior written authority of Oxford Archaeology Ltd
being obtained. Oxford Archaeology Ltd accepts no responsibility or liability for the consequences of this document being used
Jfor a purpose other than the purposes for which it was commissioned. Any person/party using or relying on the document for
such other purposes agrees, and will by such use or reliance be taken to confirm their agreement to indemnify Oxford
Archaeology Ltd or all loss or damage resulting therefrom. Oxford Archaeology accepts no responsibility or liability for this

document to any party other than the person/party by whom it was commissioned.



Chorlton Fold, Monton, Eccles, Greater Manchesténal Excavation Report 1

CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS titttttttttitiisassseeeeeeeeateeessssssssssssss s s s s e e e e e e e e e eeeeensnnnnnnnees 4
SUMMARY .ttt et e ettt ettt e e et e e mnne e e et b et e e e e e e ettt e et e e enen s rnnnnnrrrrnnnnn 5
1. INTRODUCTION ..ittiierriunttnunnnussseeeseeeeesaaateessssssssssssssssssssses s s e s s s e e e e e eeeaeeeennnnnnes 6.
1.1  The Location and Setting of Chorlton Fold Farm................cccccoeeeeieivennnnnnn. 6
1.2  Archaeological Investigation at Chorlton FoldrRa.............cccccooeeeivviviennnn. 7
2. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND ...ccovvviiiiiiiiiaiaeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeeesnnss s n e e e e e e e e eeeeees 9
2.1 ROMAN PEIIOU. . ..ottt et r e e e e e e e e e e ennnnnes 9
2.2 Medieval PeriOd.........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiii s sttt 10
2.3 Post-medieval Period ...........cooiiiiiiimmmmmm ittt 11
3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS ...uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiis s s s s e e e e eeeesnnnnns 14
3.1 Fieldwork Methodology.........cooeeiiiiiiiiiceeee e eeees 14
3.2 Site TAPNONOMY ..coviiiiiiiieee et e e e 15
3.3  Phase 1, Late MedieVval ...........cccuuiimmmmieeiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 16
3.4 Phase 2, Seventeenth to Early Eighteenth CeBturi..............cocoovvviiienn.n. 18
3.5 Phase 3, Mid-Eighteenth to Nineteenth Centuries..............cccccvveieeeeeennnns 23
3.6 Phase 4, Twentieth Century ..........oooviecceeiiieeeceee e 28
3.7 Material CUIUI .......oeiiiiiiieiee e 29
3.8  Environmental EVIENCE ............cooiiimmmeeei e 36
3.9 Radiocarbon Dating ..........uiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 37
4. DISCUSSION. . .ceeettiiieeeeee et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ennn e e e e e eeennnns 38
4.1  ReSEArCh OJECHIVES.....cciiiiiiiiiei et 38
4.2 ROMAN PEIOU.....ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt e e e 38
4.3  Late Medieval Period ...t 39
4.4  Post-medieval Period ............cuuiiiiiicommmmn et 41
4.5  Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries.....ccccccceeceieeeiie e eeeeceeeeeeie 42

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes Ltd © OA North July 2011



Chorlton Fold, Monton, Eccles, Greater Manchesténal Excavation Report 2

BIBLIOGRAPHY ..ottt eeit ettt ettt e e e e et e ettt e ettt e e e et e e e aa e e eann e e eennnn 44
Primary and CartographiC SOUICES ... eeeeieiiiiiaeeeeeee e 44
SECONUAIY SOUICES ....uuuiiiiiiiiiiieetet e e e e e st e et et e e e e e eneeassbbbbaeeees 44
APPENDIX L: CONTEXT LIST citiittiiieiiieiiiae e e e eeeit e e e e eeetie s ee e s e e e e eerni s e e e e eennnnaaeaeeenes 48
APPENDIX 2: FINDS CATALOGUE ....iiiiiiiiiiieeeeiiiiaeeeeeeeii s e e e e eesbmnsen s e e s eeesnnnneeeseeenen 53
APPENDIX 3: METALLURGICAL RESIDUES CATALOGUE .....oiieiiiiiiiiaeeeeeeiiieeeeeeeeennns 59
APPENDIX 4: CHARRED PLANT REMAINS ...ttt ee e 60
APPENDIX 5. RADIOCARBON CERTIFICATE AND CALIBRATION ...ccoviviiiieeeeeiiinnnnn. 62
[ LLUSTRATIONS .ittiiiiii ettt e ettt e ettt e e e et e e e rme e e e e et e e e e et e e e eaa s e e ean e e e esan e e e eennes 64
LISt Of FIQUIES ...ttt e e e e e e e e bbb e e 64

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes Ltd © OA North July 2011



Chorlton Fold, Monton, Eccles, Greater Manchesténal Excavation Report 3

LIST OF PLATES

Plate 1: Aerial view of the study area before temdlition of Chorlton Fold Farm ..6

Plate 2: Extract from Yatesiap of Lancashirel786...........cccccccniiiiiiiiiinnnnnee. 11.
Plate 3: Extract from the 1848 Ordnance SUurvey Map..........cccccvveeeeeevevinneeeennnns 12
Plate 4: Extract from the 1894 Ordnance SUIrvey Map........ccccuvvveerreeeeeieeeeeeeeeeens 13
Plate 5: Chorlton Fold Farm in 1961 (Salford Lodatory Library).........cccccee...... 13
Plate 6: Area 2, general view of dit2&/58, looking south-east ......................... 17..
Plate 7: View of pi#5 (foreground) following half-sectioning ........cw.evvee..........20
Plate 8: The remains of the Phase 2 building, lo@kiorth............ccccccceeiiiiiiiiinnns 21
Plate 9: Circular pith7, I00KING @aSt...........uiiiiiiiiiiiiie et e aeeaaes 22

Plate 10: The rear (south) elevation of the farnseowith rear wing to the right....23

Plate 11Boundary wall02, [00KING WEST .........cccvviiiiiiiiieiiii s creeeee e 26
Plate 121 ate medieval pottery recovered from ditch 2 (26/1023)..................... 30
Plate 13Developed Blackware cup recovered from ditchl(26/1023) ............. 31
Plate 14Fragments of a Cistercian-ware vessel from ditti2#(22/1038) ............ 32

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes Ltd © OA North July 2011



Chorlton Fold, Monton, Eccles, Greater Manchesténal Excavation Report 4

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) would like tbhank Stewart Milne Homes Ltd
for commissioning and supporting the productiontlw report. Thanks are also
extended to Norman Redhead, the Greater Manch@ésterty Archaeologist, and Joe
Martin, the former Salford Conservation Officery tbeir advice and support. Thanks
are also expressed to Dr Peter Arrowsmith for adwio the evidence from Monks
Hall, Eccles, and to John Rabbitt, of the Ellesnfeaek Residents’ Association, for
his support and advice. Additional thanks are alse to the staff of the Greater
Manchester County Record Office in Manchester,stadf of Salford Local History
Library and Eccles Library, and to the resident€horlton Fold for their interest and
assistance.

The evaluation and excavation was directed by S8&aphillips, who was assisted in
the field by Fiona Green, Anthony Haskins, Eliz&bkturray, Kieran Power, Ged
Callaghan and Anthony Platt. This report was coetptby Dr Richard Gregory and
Sean McPhillips, whilst the artefactual and envinemtal analyses were undertaken
by Andrew Bates, Jeremy Bradley, Christine HowaelsB, Elizabeth Huckerby,
Sean McPhillips, lan Miller, Rebekah Pressler, &rdlim Young. Marie Rowland
produced the illustrations. The report was editgd [&n Miller, who was also
responsible for project management.

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes Ltd © OA North July 2011



Chorlton Fold, Monton, Eccles, Greater Manchesténal Excavation Report 5

SUMMARY

In 2006, a planning application was submitted tdfd8& City Council for the
demolition and redevelopment of Chorlton Fold Fasituated in Monton, near
Eccles, Greater Manchester (centred on NGR: SD D8®4). The farm had formed
part of a hamlet known as Chorlton Fold since asti¢he eighteenth century, and it
was anticipated that this site might also contaimidal remains of archaeological
significance.

In view of the archaeological potential of the sitike Greater Manchester County
Archaeologist, in consultation with the Salford Gervation Officer, recommended
that an archaeological condition was attached t® phanning consent for the
development. In the first instance, it was recomtieeinthat an archaeological survey
of the extant buildings should be undertaken, togretwith appropriate historical
research. This phase of work was completed by @xfarchaeology North (OA
North) in 2006, and the full results form the suabjef a separate report (OA North
2007a). Once the buildings had been demolishedag then recommended that a
programme of field evaluation should be undertakengrder to assess the nature,
extent, and significance of any buried archaeoklgremains in advance of the
proposed redevelopment of this site. This evalnatvas undertaken by OA North in
August 2007, and it revealed a series of buriedaresnwhich were considered to be
archaeologically significant.

Following on-site discussions with the County Arebigist, it was recommended
that further targeted excavation should be undertak order to expose and record
these significant remains. This phase of excavawtas completed by OA North in

September 2008 which, together with the earlietuataon, indicated that the site of

Chorlton Fold Farm had been the focus of continu@usnear continuous, activity

from the late medieval period onwards. The burieshains and recovered artefacts
relating to this activity included: a late medied#ch; sherds of late medieval pottery;
several postholes, pits, metalled surfaces, staiks vand artefacts, which collectively
dated to the seventeenth and early eighteenth reesittand below-ground remains
forming part of the late eighteenth- and nineteamthtury occupation of the

farmstead.

Following the completion of the fieldwork, post-eaxation assessment was
undertaken by OA North, which examined the resoiitthe excavation, and assessed
the potential for further analysis of each categufrdata with regard to the project’s
research aims. The results obtained from the assstsconcluded that the dataset
had some potential for further analysis (OA Norh02) and this, in turn, led to
recommendations for a further phase of post-exeavatork. This report represents
the outcome of these recommendations and presémetsfinal results of the
archaeological investigation undertaken at ChorFatd, along with a concluding
discussion situating this site within the widertbigal landscape. This report will
also form the basis for an academic article, whveil be incorporated in a
forthcoming monograph on the rural development loé thistorical county of
Lancashire.

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes Ltd © OA North July 2011
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 THE LOCATION AND SETTING OF CHORLTON FOLD FARM

1.1.1 Chorlton Fold Farm is a former eighteenth-centuaynistead situated some
8km to the west-north-west of Manchester, in thenicipal borough of
Eccles, which forms part of the metropolitan dettef Salford (Fig 1). This
site now resides unobtrusively within the residangirea of Monton, which is
characterised by swathes of modern housing that #le southern, eastern
and western sides of the former farmstead (Plate 1)

Plate 1: Aerial view of the study area before teendlition of Chorlton Fold Farm

1.1.2 Topographically, the Eccles area is an extensigh@Midland Plain between
the Pennines and the Welsh mountains. In broadstdire land slopes gently
from the northern boundary of the municipal boroughthe river Irwell,
which forms the south-west boundary (Countrysiden@assion 1998). The
topography of the study area, however, reflectsstialow valley of the Folly
Brook, which flows east/west some 500m to the no@horlton Fold is
situated on the southern crest of the valley, la¢ight of approximately 35m
above Ordnance Datum (aOD).

1.1.3 The underlying solid geology, as mapped by the @nde Survey geological
survey, comprises Bunter Sandstone and Manchesids Mf the Triassic to
Permian periods (Countryside Commission 1998)oalgh the coal measures
of the Lancashire field reach as far south as Morsiod Winton. The solid
geology is overlain by superficial deposits of abie depths, consisting of
clay, loose sands and vegetable moulds (Bogg 1828, When properly
drained, the soils are remarkably fertile and héeen considered to be
amongst some of the best farmland in the countign( 1945, 63).

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes Ltd © OA North July 2011
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1.2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION AT CHORLTON FoLD FARM

1.2.1 In 2006, a proposal was submitted to Salford Ciguiil to redevelop
Chorlton Fold. It was proposed that this redevelepmwould entail the
demolition of the extant eighteenth- and ninete@athtury farm buildings that
occupied the site. This would then be followed bycheme of construction,
which might pose a threat to any buried archaeoddgemains that survived
in-situ within the boundary of the site.

1.2.2 In view of the proposed scheme of redevelopmerthiathistoric farmstead,
the Greater Manchester Archaeological Unit (GMAW),consultation with
the Salford Conservation Officer, recommended that archaeological
condition should be attached to the planning canden the proposed
development. The scheme and remit of the archarealogorks, forming part
of this condition, were outlined in an initial briprepared by GMAU. This
brief recommended that, prior to demolition, arhaeological building survey
of the extant buildings should be undertaken alenip a programme of
historical research. This latter element aimednform the building survey,
and was also intended to assess the potentialigndicance of any buried
archaeological remains which might be disturbed the proposed
development. Oxford Archaeology North (OA North)ssthen commissioned
by Nuttall Construction Ltd to undertake this workhich was completed in
2006 (OA North 2007a).

1.2.3 Once the buildings at Chorlton Fold had been deshell, a further
programme of archaeological investigation was thecommended by
GMAU. OA North was commissioned by Nuttall Constran Ltd to
undertake this work, which comprised an intrusivehaeological evaluation
that aimed to assess the nature, extent, and ismmie of any buried
archaeological remains found within the boundary thie proposed
development. This scheme of investigation was uallen in August 2007,
and involved the excavation of seven evaluationcines (Fig 2: Trenches 1-
7).

1.2.4 During the course of the evaluation, it became rcldaat significant
archaeological remains survivad-situ across the site. Following on-site
discussions with the Greater Manchester County #eologist, it was
recommended that these features merited furtherstigation, and detailed
recording, in advance of their destruction. Thisdidnal phase of
investigation comprised the excavation of threenegea trenches, in order to
expose those areas of the site that appeared tdairorsignificant
archaeological remains (Fig 2). In addition, aHartevaluation trench (Trench
8) was excavated in the north-eastern corner ositiee(Fig 2). This phase of
work was carried out by OA North in September 2007.

1.2.5 Following the completion of the fieldwork, an assesnt was undertaken of
the resultant site archive, following the guideinand recommendations
outlined in English Heritage’s (199Management of Archaeological Projects
(MAP 2) This resulted in the production of a post-excavatassessment
report (OA North 2008). This report presented théimentary results of the
evaluation and open-area excavatioms ¢it, 23-57) and included a series of

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes Ltd © OA North July 2011
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1.2.6

specialist assessment reports, detailing the signi€e and potential of the
artefacts and ecofacts recovered during the canfrtlee excavationsop cit,
59-75). It also contained a statement of the aogecal potential of the site
archive, in terms of national, regional and loesdearch prioritiesop cit 79-
81). This was then followed by recommendationsafdurther phase of post-
excavation work, which were based on a series aéed research aims and
objectives ¢p cit, 82-3). An associated method statement was thesepted
outlining the scope of work which would be requitedulfil these objectives
(op cit, 84-7). Finally, the post-excavation assessmepbrterecommended
that the results of the excavation, and the additiphase of post-excavation
work, should be disseminated in the form of an agad publication, and that,
once completed, the archive should be depositdd Satford Museum.

This report represents the outcome of these recoations and details the
final results of the archaeological investigatiardertaken at Chorlton Fold.
The aim of this report is to present the historieald archaeological
background pertinent to Chorlton Fold; outline tlesults of the building
survey and excavation in terms of the known histdrdevelopment of the
site; produce summaries of the artefact and enwismal evidence recovered
during the course of the excavations; and presecoreluding discussion,
which situates Chorlton Fold within the wider, bistal, landscape. It is also
anticipated that the this report will be used asliasis for an academic article,
which will be incorporated into a proposed OA Nomtlonograph on the rural
development of the historical county of Lancashire.

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes Ltd © OA North July 2011
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2. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

2.1

211

2.1.2

2.1.3

RomAN PERIOD

During the Roman period, a road was establishecsdrare in the vicinity of
Chorlton Fold, which is listed in théntonine lItinerary (Iter X), and is
designated as Road 702 by Margary (1967, 369). idasl connected the
Roman fort at Manchestevi@mucium with the suspected fort or settlement at
Wigan (Cocciun), and its course was first described in the laghteenth
century by the Reverend J Whitaker (1771, 107-E0)lowing a somewhat
speculative account on the course of the road fileenfort at Manchester,
across the River Irwell, to Hope Hall, Pendletorii&ker describes a series
of buried remains and earthworks, which appeaelate to the course of the
Roman road. The most prominent of these remainsawasarthwork, found to
the east of Chorlton Fold, which was later describg Sibson (1836, 583),
and which was also surveyed by the Ordnance Sunv&§45 as part of their
6”: 1 mile mapping of this area (published in 1848p the west of this
earthwork, Whitaker (1771, 109) noted that the rdlaeh ‘points through
Chorleton ¢ic) Fold'. It was also reported subsequently thail@44 Sibson
discovered gravel, forming part of this road, atf Gy, near Chorlton Fold
(Watkin 1883, 40).

Numerous attempts have been made in recent yeatstéomine the precise
course, and form, of this road in the vicinity ohdlton Fold. These have
included an archaeological evaluation and an opea-aexcavation
immediately to the north of Chorlton Fold, undedakin 1992 and 2006,
though in both instances no conclusive evidencefB&oman road was found
(GMAU 1992; WAS 2006; Bell 2007). However, more clusive evidence
for the road was found to the east of Chorlton Faldere a section of the road
was excavated at Ellesmere Park by the EllesmeteRRssidents’ Association
(Rabbitt 2005). There, the line of the road wasated during a geophysical
survey within the Three Sisters Field. Following ibcation, archaeological
trenches were excavated across the line of the waaidh revealed that it was
¢ 7m wide and was composed of a compacted metali¢dce. On either side
of the road, roadside ditches were also discovened ,one of these was found
to have been recut following its initial fillingnladdition, the course of the
road has also been located by a geophysical sumwelertaken by the
Ellesmere Park Residents’ Association close to Werth Community High
School €f Gregory 2009).

In addition to the main Manchester to Wigan Romaadr the nineteenth-
century antiquarian William Watkin (1883, 49) alspeculated that a minor
Roman road was present in the vicinity of Chorlkmtd. This, he argued, ran
in a north/south direction from Barton, crossedran Manchester to Wigan
road in the vicinity of Chorlton Fold, and joinedtlvanother minor Roman
road, which branched off from the main Mancheste¥Migan road at Hope
Hall. Firm evidence for the presence of this raadhbwever, wanting.

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes Ltd © OA North July 2011



Chorlton Fold, Monton, Eccles, Greater Manchesténal Excavation Report 10

2.2

221

222

2.2.3

MEDIEVAL PERIOD

During the medieval period, the site of Chorltonld=tay within Monton,
which was a hamlet, or sub-manor, contained withetownship of Barton-
upon-Irwell. Although there may have been a pregtast church at Eccles
(Kenyon 1991, 63), situated to the south of Montbe,early medieval history
of this area is largely unknown. It is possiblewkwer, that some form of
settlement was found in the area, as the place-Mamton derives from the
Old English mawina-tury, which can be translated as ‘the Mawa family
settlement’ (Ekwall 1922, 40). The place-name GbarFold may also derive
from the OId Englishceorl, meaning ‘farmstead’ of peasants, or freemen
(Kenyon 1991, 106).

Monton is mentioned in several thirteenth-centumgreers, and from 1235 it
was held by the Cistercian community based at &wafbtanlow) in Cheshire,
following Geoffrey de Byron's granting of this lan@long with land in

Swinton, to the monks at Stanlaw Abbey (Farrer Bnownbill 1911, 370).

Documentary sources describe Monton as a monastigg by 1291, within

which ‘the monks were found to hold two plough-landorth 30s a year,
assized rents of 33s, and profit of store catis, @' Ep cit 370 note 71). In

1296, the Cistercian community at Stanlaw movedtwalley in Lancashire

and the grange at Monton was then, in turn, heldhieymonks of Whalley
Abbey ©p cit, 369). During the fourteenth century, when Montaas held by

Whalley Abbey, many of the Cistercian granges wapandoned and were
leased to tenants (Higham 2004, 214), althouglppears that Monton may
have continued to function as a grange throughbig period. Indeed,
evidence for the leasing out of the Monton grarg@ot apparent until the
fifteenth century, when documentary sources indi¢hat in 1465 the ‘lands
called Monton’ held by the Abbot and Convent of \WWéng were leased by
Ottiwell Worsley, who then granted them to Robeatve, vicar of Eccles, and
John Reddish of Monks Hall (Farrer and Brownbilll19370 note 72). This
pattern of leasing appears to form part of a muatewtrend, which led to
only selective monastic granges surviving in tifiednth century, which were
normally those found immediately adjacent to thieegh(Platt 1969, 94).

In addition to the available documentary evidermeshaeological remains
relating to medieval activity were also uncoveredrimy a recent
archaeological excavation undertaken to the ndrtbhorlton Fold Farm (Bell
2007). This excavation discovered a section of dieval ditch, together with
remains which might be indicative of medieval metakking. Significantly,
these discoveries have important interpretativelicapons for understanding
those remains uncovered at Chorlton Fold Farm,aaedhus outlined in more
detail in the concluding section of this rep@ec¢tion 4.

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes Ltd © OA North July 2011
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2.3 PoOST-MEDIEVAL PERIOD

2.3.1 Following the dissolution of Whalley Abbey in 153Vipnton was sold to Sir
Alexander Radcliffe of Ordsall, and, subsequently, Roger Downes of
Wardley in 1612 (Farrer and Brownbill 1911, 370)thaugh there is little
documentary evidence for any specific activity ire tarea during the late
medieval and early post-medieval periods, it isbpide that the local
economy was dominated by agriculture, which comtthuo be of prime
importance to this area through to the nineteeantiiuwy (Johnson 1967, 95).
However, sheep rearing replaced the growing of wheeoss the district in
the early nineteenth century, following the collap grain prices after the
Napoleonic Wars (Lumb 1958, 107). During the seclaldl of the nineteenth
century, the emphasis on arable farming returnadjqolarly the growing of
wheat, oats, barley and potatoex (citt 87) and, in 1853, Monton was
described as ‘a small hamlet whose population iacgally engaged in
manufactures’ (Whellan 1853, 720). After 1860, mwfhthe land on the
eastern side of Eccles was given over to housmgesponse to a growth in
population, and though many of the farms in theaawmained, they were
enveloped progressively by residential developmgldsnson 1967).

2.3.2 Fortunately, the form and development of ChorltaridFduring the post-
medieval period can be discerned through referémd¢be early cartographic
sources. These indicate that by the end of thetesgith century a farm and
several associated buildings had been establishéleosite. The earliest map
depicting Chorlton Fold is William Yates®lap of the County Palatine of
Lancaster published in 1786, which plots a cluster of buiggs around and to
the east of Rocky Lane, north of Monton (Plate 2).
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Plate 2: Extract from Yates’'s 1786 Map of the Cgupalatine of Lancaster
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2.3.3 Significantly more detail of the farm is provideg the Ordnance Survey 6" 1
mile map, published in 1848, which shows the faomh&ve comprised a
developed farmstead with four buildings (PlateT3)is map indicates that the
farmhouse at the southern extent of the farmstadcaimain east/west-aligned
axis, and an extended rear wing on its northewvagilen. In addition, a further
‘wing’ appears to lie on the front of the buildirag its eastern end. To the
north-west of the farmhouse, a building is depiciddch appears to be the
barn that was demolished in 2007, although the @rda Survey mapping
also plots the position of an elongated outshutexdension, on its western
elevation. To the east of this barn is a rectangstlaicture, again occupying a
similar alignment and position to an outbuildingiethwas recorded prior to
its demolition in 2007. The Ordnance Survey mao a@lots the position of a
small, square pen, or animal shelter, situated idiately to the east of this
outbuilding.

r J-‘

Plate 3: Extract from the 1848 Ordnance Survey mith Chorlton Fold outlined in red

2.3.4 By the time of the publication of the 1894 Ordnaieavey 1:2500 map, the
farm appears to have undergone some marked changealterations (Plate
4). Whilst the farmhouse is again present, thetfiwmg’ is less pronounced
than that depicted on earlier Ordnance Survey nmigp@imilarly, the barn to
the north-west of the farmhouse appears to have bkered. The elongated
outshut on the western elevation had clearly beemoved, whilst a further
outshut may have been appended to the southerratielev The added
outbuilding to the east of the barn was still stagdalthough it appears as a
narrower building on this map, compared with thapidted on the earlier
survey. To the immediate east, the small pen omahnishelter had been
removed and replaced by another rectangular odibgil which was aligned
north/south. A fifth building is also illustrated the east of the farmhouse,
which may represent the open hay barn, or Dutch, anich was demolished
in 2007.

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes Ltd © OA North July 2011
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Plate 4: Extract from the 1894 Ordnance Survey nshpwing the position of the Chorlton
Fold farm buildings

2.3.5 The Ordnance Survey map of 1936 indicates thafattmestead had assumed a
form that it largely retained until its demolitiom 2007. By 1936, the ‘wing’
on the front of the farmhouse had been removedasdall, square, free-
standing outbuilding had been added to the nortsi-werner of the building.
This survey also depicts the rectangular barn wtlh outshuts on the
southern elevation, and a further square extersppended to its north-east
corner; these buildings can be seen on a photogrhfite farmyard that was
taken in 1961 (Plate 5). The outbuildings to thet @athe barn are depicted as
two L-shaped structures, whilst the position of tdpen hay barn, or Dutch
barn, was plotted to the east of the farmhouse.

Plate 5: Chorlton Fold Farm in 1961 (Salford Loddistory Library)
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3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS

3.1

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.14

FIELDWORK METHODOLOGY

The archaeological fieldwork undertaken at ritw Fold comprised a
building survey of the extant farm buildings andlldwing their demolition,

an intrusive investigation. This latter work inckedan initial archaeological
evaluation, which was then followed by targeted mpeea excavation.
Throughout all phases of the fieldwork, the scopd anethodology of the
fieldwork was approved by GMAU, who prepared artiahibrief for the

archaeological building survey and evaluation, &t also monitored the
archaeological investigation over the durationhef project.

Building survey: the building survey comprised a Level ll-type syv
(English Heritage 2006) of the main farm buildingise plans and elevations
of the buildings were surveyed by means of a radléess electronic distance
measurer (REDM). From this digital survey data,npland sections were
produced in order to show the form and locatiorstofictural features and/or
features of historical interest. Where necessameséd drawings were manually
enhanced using hand-survey techniques. The harmtaded field drawings
were digitised using an industry-standard CAD pgekto produce the final
drawings. In addition, written records using OA tiquro-formarecord sheets
were made of all principal building elements, batternal and external, as
well as any features of historical or architectsighificance.

Archaeological evaluation: the evaluation initially entailed the excavatidn o
seven trenches of varying lengths, each measuriggn lwide, with a
combined total length of 183m (Fig 2: Trenches 1A% additional trench,
measuringc 12m long by 1.6m wide, was then excavated asqgfaatfurther
phase of excavation (Fig 2: Trench 8). All of thealeation trenches were
placed at predetermined locations across the sie, each trench was
excavated initially using a machine fitted with @othless ditching bucket.
Following machine excavation, the trenches wereared manually and
recorded, with selective excavation to determinptldeand character of any
features, structures and deposits. All informatiomas recorded
stratigraphically with accompanying documentatidpgendix L

Open-area excavation: three open areas (Fig 2: Areas 1, 2 and 3) were
excavated, which targeted those elements of thee idéntified during the
evaluation that appeared to contain significanhaeological remains:

. Area 1 measured 21 x 12m, was excavated withinntréh-western
part of the site and incorporated the whole of ea@bn Trench 6 and
portions of Trench 7. This trench was designedxjmose a suspected
late medieval boundary ditch and the remains otomes and brick
structure identified within the evaluation trenches

. Area 2 was an L-shaped trench measuring 25 x 15hichwwas
excavated over the southern part of the former lause, bordering
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3.1.5

3.1.6

3.2
3.2.1

the access track into the site. It was excavateordier to expose the
suspected late medieval boundary ditch and invastigny features
that pre-dated the farmhouse;

. Area 3 measured 8 x 6m and was an open-area tpasifioned at the
western end of evaluation Trench 4. This area tadya seventeenth-
century pit, and was excavated as a means of estag the
relationship of this feature to a possible eartynstbuilding found in
this part of the site.

Artefactual procedures: artefact recovery was carried out in accordandh wi
best practice (following current Institute for Aedologists guidelines), and
subject to expert advice in order to minimise detation. Artefacts were
collected principally by hand from archaeologicapdsits. Industrial residues
and other finds within the topsoil were collecteshd all of the slag was
retained, as recommended by the English Heritagen&e Advisor for the
North West. All categories of material type wer&ieved without exception.
All finds recovered during the investigation weréel, cleaned, marked,
bagged and boxed in accordance with the United ddng Institute for
Conservation (UKIC)First Aid For Finds (1998). Recovery and sampling
programmes were in accordance with best practleg 1992) and subject to
expert advice. Initial artefact dating has beeagnated into the site matrix.

Environmental Sampling: a programme of targeted palaeoenvironmental
sampling was implemented in accordance with theofaxfArchaeology’s
Environmental Guidelines and Instruction Many@AU 2000), and in line
with the English Heritage guidance paper on Envirental Archaeology
(2001). In general, bulk samples of 10-30 litreseMaken where appropriate,
to be sub-sampled at a later stage. Material irtkvbharcoal was evident was
sampled, whilst samples were also taken from thaufes which appeared to
be related to metalworking. One charred cereahdir@m a stratigraphically
secure context was also submitted from AMS radlmmaudating.

SITE TAPHONOMY

Prior to redevelopment, Chorlton Fold comprised @ghteenth-century
farmhouse and several outbuildings. Archaeologealavations carried out
following demolition uncovered buried remains pedhdg the establishment
of this farmhouse and outbuildings. In broad terthese comprised stone and
brick structures, cobbled surfaces, and severabdtnee’ archaeological
features. These appeared to mark the positions eady ditch, as well as the
positions of pits and postholes. In the majoritgases, the structures, features
and layers had been cut into, or were found to, sba&l natural geology
encountered across the site, which comprised dspafsbedrock formed by a
pale red-brown sand?2@/146/182/196/200), sealed beneath yellow clay
(09/30/181/208/218). The clay was less than 0.10m thick in the soutlpart
of the site, thickening gradually to a depth ofnf.&t the northern boundary.
Some of the ‘natural’ clay encountered during tkeagation was seemingly
redeposited across the areas occupied by outbgddpresumably in order to
create a level foundation for the constructionhef tarm buildings
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3.2.2 Several factors were identified that appear to hanagerially affected the
survival and preservation of archaeological remaatsoss the site. For
example, it appears that, during the constructibnthe eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century buildings forming the core &f tarmstead, several earlier
features were destroyed or truncated severelya$ werhaps, also during this
phase of construction, and during the life of thhstpmedieval farmstead, that
certain elements of material culture became sepéndsly incorporated into
the fabric of earlier features and deposits. Oreeroidentifiable episode,
which also seems to have been of particular debirteeburied archaeological
remains, was a phase of clearance undertaken ydtter family, who were
resident at Chorlton Fold Farm during the lattert jp& the twentieth century
(John Rabbitpers comm This clearance was undertaken using a mechanical
excavator as a response to the relaying of thelealurtyard, and effectively
removed topsoil deposits across the central pdrtheosite. This clearance
also had a significant effect on underlying arctagical deposits in certain
areas, truncating the archaeological sequence axednoverlying deposits.
This, along with earlier phases of construction egfdrbishment, resulted in
many of the below-ground remains surviving as wgraphically isolated
features, which has meant that it has been diffictuldetermine the exact
relationship and sequence between certain ‘negdtetures. Moreover, the
relationships between walls, or other structuraénents, were often
ambiguous, due either to poor preservation follgMhe demolition of the
structure, or because they were obscured by labersgs of structural
renovation.

3.2.3 Following the completion of the archaeologicaldigbrk, and post-excavation
assessment, it has now been possible to placeutiedlremains, and also the
upstanding buildings present prior to demolitionjthim four distinct
chronological phases (Phases 1-4). These phasesnirreflect the historical
development of Chorlton Fold, and also act as aveoient structure for the
following discussion.

3.3 PHASE 1, LATE MEDIEVAL

3.3.1 The earliest phase of activity identified probaligtes to the late medieval
period, when it appears that a ditch, or ditcheewlug across the site, along
with a linear trench (Fig 3). These features wartally identified within four
of the evaluation trenches (Trenches 1, 3, 5 aréig2), and were targeted
subsequently by two of the open-area trenches §Atesnd 2).

3.3.2 Late medieval ditch: a shallow ditch Z5/58) was exposed within Area 2,
following its initial discovery in evaluation Trehes 3 and 5. In total, @
23m-long section of this ditch was discovered, Whextended across the
complete length of the open-area trench (PlateTB)s ditch was aligned
east/west, though at its western end it curvedh¢onorth-west for a distance
of 1.6m, close to the modern boundary wall (FigT)is appeared to indicate
that after this point the ditch changed courserandn a north/south direction.
The ditch had been cut into the bedrot86), was 0.55m-1m wide, and had a
shallow U-shaped base. It also varied in depth) witery gradual slope from
west to east, and had a maximum depth of 0.68is atdastern end, rising to a
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3.3.3

3.34

depth of only 0.05m at its eastern end. The ditad been filled with a
homogeneous reddish-brown cl&6), which contained small lumps of iron
slag and several sherds of late medieval pottdopgawith Cistercian-type
ware, which may date to the sixteenth or, perhapsy early seventeenth
century. Significantly, the earlier artefacts irate that the area witnessed
some form of late medieval activity, whilst thosster sherds provide a
terminus ante queifior the cutting of the ditch, suggesting that &saprobably
established prior to the late sixteenth, or verglyepart of the seventeenth,
century (se&ection 4.

Plate 6: Area 2, general view of dit@5/58, looking south-east

It is likely that the ditch exposed in Area 2 linkaith a second section of
ditch (19) uncovered in Area 1 (Fig 3). There, a comparatiteh was
exposed, following its initial identification in aluation Trenches 1 and 6,
though it is clear from the sequence of depositdaned within this feature
that it had a slightly different developmental seee from the section of
ditch exposed in Area 2.

Ditch 19 was aligned north/south, and had been cut intdo#ueock {36) and
also an accumulation of sar2Df and yellow clay @9/208), which represented
the natural superficial geology in this part of 8ie. Ac 7m-long section of
this ditch was found to survive and, although it Heeen truncated in the
southern part of Area 1, it is probable that itgovally extended across the
excavated area. The ditch measured 1.2m wide, Haelzaped base, and a
maximum depth of 0.55m. It had been filled iniyalvith a 0.05m-thick
deposit of clay 137), which probably represented the primary fill. Adtugh
no artefacts were recovered from this deposit, ynably this clay was
comparable to the homogeneous cl2f) (within ditch 25/58 (Area 2), which
contained late medieval pottery. However, followitige deposition of the
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3.3.5

3.4

3.4.1

3.4.2

3.4.3

primary clay fill, two later depositsl{2/22 and 135/21) accumulated in ditch

19, which, based on the artefactual evidence, weobghly deposited in the
eighteenth or nineteenth century. The presencéeset deposits may imply
that this section of ditch remained open until tbenstruction of the

eighteenth-century farmstead. Alternatively, thecldi may have been
modified, or even recut and backfilled, during tighteenth or nineteenth
century, which may perhaps relate to its use asnaenient drainage feature
during this later period.

Ditch 209 and feature 115: two other features ascribed to this early phase of
activity were also identified during the excavatiarhich were not associated
with any artefacts or other means of dating, butewsealed by later deposits
and structures, suggesting that they might have lceatemporary with the
late medieval ditch. These features included ehdR69), and a linear feature
(115; Fig 3). The ditch Z09) was discovered in Area 1 and was aligned
east/west, with its western end returning sharmythy close to the south-
eastern side of ditch9. This suggested that at some stage the ditches wer
perhaps connected. The intended function of lifeaiurel15 is not clear, but

it was aligned north/south, cutting into the bedr{t96) to a depth of 0.39m.

It extended for a total length of 5m, was 1m wided was filled with a
compacted deposit of red clayld).

PHASE 2, SEVENTEENTH TO EARLY EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

The remains dating to this phase pre-dateddhstruction of the eighteenth-
century farmstead at Chorlton Fold. They includedesal postholes, pits,

metalled surfaces, stone walls (Fig 4), and artefaghich collectively dated

to the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuréesedb on stratigraphic
evidence and the artefacts that they containedsel features and finds were
identified in evaluation Trenches 2, 5 and 8, asd arenches 3, 4 and 6 (Fig
2), although the features uncovered in these latatuation trenches were
examined subsequently in greater detail duringdkeavation of the three

open-area trenches (Areas 1-3).

Metalled surface: the natural geology along the western side of Aremas
sealed by a spread of water-worn cobbled), representing the remains of a
metalled surface. The spread was aligned northiis@md was exposed for a
distance of 10m, close to the western edge of itke Bhe surface measured
1m wide, although it continued beyond the excavared, and was composed
of angular, sub-angular and rounded stones of vases.

The composition and location of this surfagggested that it was an early
metalled surface forming part of Chorlton Fold LaA&hough no finds were
recovered directly from the possible road surfackyer of charcoal-rich dark
grey clay (32) was found overlying the cobbles, containing bumdterial
and occupation debris, which probably representedusaed soil. The
occupation debris included fragments of potteryhaitdate range spanning the
second half of the seventeenth and early eighteeettturies, along with
residual sherds of late medieval pottery. An AM8igaarbon date of cal AD
1720-1820 (205 + 35 BP; SUERC-246863s also obtained from a charred
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3.4.4

3.4.5

3.4.6

3.4.7

3.4.8

3.4.9

cereal grain recovered from this deposit (Seetion 3.8

Bonfire: a dump of stone and burnt bricks was exposed atdhit@ern end of
Area 1. This dump comprised a spread of burnt b{3&34) and stones3b
and 36), together with a spread of burnt cla}38) that contained several
sherds of eighteenth-century pottery. The ratiorfale the dump remains
uncertain, although it may have represented tleeo$iai bonfire.

WEell: another Phase 2 feature identified in Area 1 wiisear cut 81), which
was located immediately to the south of the dumpusht material 138). This
feature was aligned north/south, measured 1m lgr@&0m wide, was 0.22m
deep, and had a flat base. It was filled with mixetlow clay @2), containing
several sherds of seventeenth- and eighteenthsgeptitery. Although its
function was not immediately clear, it appearedbeorelated to a welllf4),
which was located at its southern end (Fig 4). \Me#l was semi-circular in
shape, measuring 1.40m long by 1.30m wide. Althatgybomplete depth was
not established, its upper 1.2m contained stickygrey clay {73).

Pits and postholes: scattered across some of the excavated trenches aver
series of pits and postholes, which appeared &statd activity which pre-
dated the establishment of the eighteenth-centurgdtead.

Within Area 2, close to the southern margithdad trench, two rows of six pits
(151, 152, 153, 161, 162 and 212) were identified, cutting into the bedrock
(196). These were situated at intervals of no more th&m apart, and may
have represented the position of a fence line. diteewere either circular or
sub-circular in shape, varying between 0.80m andirimiameter, and each
had an average depth of no more than 0.25m. Athefpits were filled with
loose yellow clay.

A row of five, closely spaced circular pi@5,(96, 98, 100 and 150) were
discovered to the north, and these may have foiaedof another fence line.
These varied in size, with diameters ranging betw@&5m and 0.5m, with a
maximum depth of 0.20m. A further group of threeselly spaced pitsL®5,
127 and129) was also identified to the west. Within this shggbup, each pit
was sub-square in shape, with di2d and127 measuring 1m square, and pit
129 measuring 0.8msquare. All were less than 0.10m deep, and werentut
bedrock196. The fills of each of these pit424, 126, and 128 respectively)
contained loose sandy clay, and one of the ARS)(contained fragments of
slip-decorated pottery and vessel glass dating dyodo between the
seventeenth and nineteenth centuries. In additiothe northern part of Area
2, an east/west-aligned row of three posthdld$)( spaced 1m apart, was also
located, with a fourth posthole to the south. Thiesgures were of similar
size, 0.25-0.3m in diameter, and each had a maximepth of 0.10m. The
row was 4.5m in length, and probably representgeh®ins of another fence
line.

In Area 3, two pits4b and 159) were discovered (Plate 7), each containing
pottery dating to between the sixteenth and eigitkeeenturies. Pid5 was
sub-rectangular in plan, measuring 2.8m long bynlwdide, and had been
excavated into the bedrocR0Q). The pit was 0.98m deep and had been filled
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with a 0.20m-0.30m-thick dump of degraded sands{@d#&), spread across
the base, which was probably laid to aid drainagghinv this feature. The
stones were sealed by a spread of dense orgarternsame 0.15m thick, and
comprising decayed tree roots. This layer wasutin,tsealed by a 0.5m-thick
deposit of grey sticky clay46), which contained numerous fragments of
pottery, and lesser amounts of coal, clay tobagoe and fragments of leather
shoes. The composition of the materials filling tpi suggested that it
functioned as a rubbish pit, though it is possibiat it was originally dug as
means of extracting clay from this part of the .sitbe second pit169) in
Area 3 was located 2m south-east of45it and was also cut into the bedrock
(200). This pit was sub-circular in plamland measured 1m by 0.65m.
Excavation demonstrated that it extended to a depth2m, had a flat base,
and was filled with mid-grey brown clay-silt§0), which contained sherds of
Blackware-type pottery dating to the seventeentsighteenth century.

Plate 7: View of pidg5 (foreground) following half-sectioning

3.4.10 The remaining pits and postholes dating tasPh2 were located within
Trenches 2 and 8 (Fig 4), excavated as part oatbleaeological evaluation.
The features excavated in Trench 2 included an-sivaibed pit32/86), which
measured 1.8m long by at least 0.50m wide. Thismai$ 0.25m deep and
contained mixed yellow and grey sticky sandy-cl&@/&5), within which
were fragments of pottery dating to no earlier thhe late seventeenth
century. A shallow featurel§), exposed at the western end of the trench, may
also have been a pit, although equally it may ha&peesented a tree throw,
forming part of a relict field boundary. In additiol3 postholes1(9), with
diameters ranging between 0.1m and 0.25m, were idsotified within
Trench 2, presumably representing the position dierece line. Another
posthole {12), located 0.60m south of the western end of thidbable fence
line, might also have formed the western side aftlar alignment of posts.
Three of the fills {75 from posthole 11, an#l76 from posthole 8/9, an@05
from posthole 13) produced pottery that dated dyotml the seventeenth to
nineteenth centuries, suggesting that the featwese perhaps in use for a
considerable length of time. Within Trench 8, twosinoles {21 and 123)
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were discovered, cut into the natural geology, Whiere set 0.20m apart.
Each posthole was sub-rectangular in shape, megsd40m long by 0.30m
wide, although their depths differed, at 0.10m arik®m. Both had steep sides
with flat bases. They contained fills of mid-brogrey silty-clay (20 and
122), with evidence for stone packing at the baseostimolel21. No datable
artefacts were recovered from these features, tbig possible that these
postholes, along with those in Trench 2, formecetracéd enclosure, or pen,
which was perhaps used to contain livestock.

3.4.11 Building foundations: several structural features were exposed in Area 3,
which appeared to indicate that a building, with atached enclosure, had
occupied this part of the site during Phase 2 éP8at The remains associated
with these potential structures included two dignstwalls {44 and147), and
a small area of cobble$39) that represented the remains of a yard.

Plate 8: The remains of the Phase 2 building, Ingkiorth

3.4.12 The construction of this putative buildingpegred to have been a fairly late
development within Phase 2, as its remains werstnaeted over an earlier pit
(45; Section 3.3.p which had been backfilled prior to this constioic.
The components of the building comprised a lendtdrg-stone wall {44),
aligned north/south, which probably formed the westexternal, wall of the
building (Plate 8). Walll44 measured 0.7m wide, survived to two courses in
height, and was constructed of roughly hewn reatkangstones, each
measuring 0.3-0.5m long by 0.1-0.2m wide. The walb contained within a
linear construction cutl@5), which also contained mixed sandy-clay and a
loose stone packing. Within the interior of thel@ng, the truncated remains
of an internal dry-stone partition were also idiedi, which joined to the
external wall. Few datable artefacts were, howevecovered from the
construction cut or walling of this building. Thigel of the building appeared
to have been comparatively short, though, as itmseeto have been
demolished during the eighteenth century and nsares were used partially
as the footings for a later brick-built outbuildjraating to Phase 3.
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3.4.13 A second, curving, dry-stone wall4{) was identified to the west, and
probably formed part of a small attached enclosltirgurvived to a height of
two courses, comprising substantial rectangularestiocks, up to 0.75m long
in its lower course, with smaller stones, 0.30-th4id size, in its northern
section. No clear construction cut for this wall swancountered, and it
appeared to have built over the natural geologgp#ead of cobbled89) was
also identified in the immediate vicinity of thergtture. These covered an
area of some 0.5 x 0.30m, and probably represetedemains of a yard
contained within the enclosure.

3.4.14 Stone culvert: a stone-lined culvertly9) was exposed towards the western
side of Trench 2. This feature was capped by thaege sandstone slabs,
which sealed a slate-bottomed drain. The baseeottivert was laid above
sandy-clay 177), which contained several sherds of pottery datmghe
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, suggestiag ttis feature was
constructed during Phase 2.

3.4.15 Field boundary: a field boundary117), defined by a ditch, was identified in
Trench 8. This was aligned north-west/south-easts Wm wide and had a
depth of 0.23m. The ditch contained a mid-brownygsdty-sand {16),
together with fragments of hand-made brick and stag, which might have
been dumped during the eighteenth or nineteenttuigen

3.4.16 Pit: the remains of a large circular p#7), which measured at least 6m in
diameter, was observed at the eastern end of #hechird (Plate 9). At its base
the pit contained a primary fill of grey silty-clg§9), containing large lumps
of wood. This deposit was, in turn, overlain byckhiayers of dark brown clay
(48) and cinder wasterQ), which were sealed by the vestiges of burieddibps
(214), measuring less than 0.2m thick.

Plate 9: Circular pit47, looking east
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3.5
3.5.1

3.5.2

3.5.3

3.54

PHASE 3, MID-EIGHTEENTH TO NINETEENTH CENTURY

The Phase 3 remains principally comprised @herlton Fold farmstead,
which was still extant prior to redevelopment antich also formed the
subject of an archaeological building survey (OArtNc2007a). Following
demolition of these buildings, the evaluation apdroarea trenches exposed a
series of below-ground remains, which could alsa&sgned to Phase 3 (Fig
5). These remains were identified in all of the lesdon and open-area
trenches.

The farmstead: the building survey concluded that the farmhouse ailt
during the eighteenth century. This building wapanded subsequently, when
a further bay was added to the west elevationpiedd by the addition of a
rear wing during the late eighteenth, or early teeath, century (Plate 10).
The barn to the north of the farmhouse and the nwesterly of the
outbuildings were also constructed during thisioagphase of construction.

Plate 10: The rear (south) elevation of the farmémuwith the rear wing to the right

The building survey also confirmed that theosel outbuilding had been
constructed during the latter part of the nineteecéntury, and that this
additional outbuilding functioned as a milking mant or dairy. Similarly, it

was concluded that the Dutch barn dated to therlgiart of the nineteenth
century, and that it was probably intended purety the storing of

hay/livestock fodder.

Below-ground remains of the eighteenth-century farmhouse: below-ground
remains forming part of the eighteenth-century taoose were uncovered in
Trenches 3 and 5, and Area 2 (Fig 2). In Trencin® Area 2, these remains
comprised a three-brick-thick walbq), which survived for a length of 2m,
representing part of the farmhouse’s northern egtewall. This wall was
constructed of thin hand-made bricks, each meagumaverage 0.23 x 0.11
x 0.09m, which were bonded with lime-based morfaurther structural
remains observed in Trench 3 and Area 2 includexldegraded sections of
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3.5.5

3.5.6

3.5.7

3.5.8

3.5.9

north/south-aligned walling68 and 64), each protruding 0.50m from the
southern edge of the trench. The bricks in thesmwatire hand-made, although
most were broken, which suggested that the wallsheeen partially removed
prior to the demolition of the main farmhouse. Witfirench 5, a section of
brick walling was discovered, which formed parttioé eastern external wall
of the farmhouse. This wall measured 1.6m long b§0®@ wide, and
comprised a three-brick-thick wall of hand-madeckyribonded loosely with
lime-based mortar.

Below-ground remains of the eighteenth-century barn: some of the structural
elements of an eighteenth-century barn, locatedh& north-west of the
farmhouse, were uncovered in the evaluation and-apea trenches. In Area
1, these remains included an area of brick andesteadling @07), located in
the southern part of the trench. This walling fodntlee external brick wall of
the barn, close to its south-western corner. Tlo#irfigs of a stone wal(9)
were also uncovered in this area, which definedetistern wall of an interior
room within the barn. No floors survived within ghpart of the barn, although
the room was sub-divided with narrow partitionsjpcting from the western
and northern walls, forming two rectangular chammpeach measuring 3.5 x
2.5m. This portion of the barn was accessed throwghl.5m-wide doorways
positioned on the northern and southern walls. fiegls were recovered from
within the rooms, although several fragments oftegt dating to the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries were recoveraah fdemolition deposits
above the foundations.

Other elements of this barn were exposed @mdfr 1, including easterdq)
and western?) walls. Both of these walls measure.45m wide, and both of
the southern portions of these walls had been #&tedc The surviving
elements of the walls comprised thin hand-madekbrieach measuring 0.23 x
0.11 x 0.055m, bonded with yellow lime-based mortacated between these
walls, within the interior of the barn, was an amfacobbles §), which
extended for a distance of at least 3.50m (Fig 5).

Pigsty: the below-ground remains of a pigsty) were identified abutting the

eastern side of the eighteenth-century barn duhegexcavation of Trench 1.

The position of this pigsty was first plotted oe th894 Ordnance Survey map,
which indicates that it dates to the latter parhef nineteenth century.

The southern 11) and eastern externalld) walls of this structure were
uncovered, along with an internal partition, pasigd centrally along the line
of wall 11. These walls were all two bricks in thickness arete constructed
from a mixture of hand-made and machine-presseck,bgurviving to a
maximum height of two courses. Abutting the southsall of the pigsty was
a well-preserved area of cobblek3), which was composed of medium- to
large-sized rounded stones.

Below-ground remains of the eighteenth-century outbuilding: below-ground
remains associated with the eighteenth-centuryuildihg were uncovered in
Trench 2. These comprised several sections of ratkng, which formed the
south-eastern external wall93), and also two walls191 and192) within its
interior. The external wall of the outbuilding conged hand-made bricks and
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was two-bricks thick. Similarly, walll91 was two-bricks thick, and was
constructed of hand-made bricks, which were bongihd a lime-speckled,
red sandy mortar. The other interior wdl®2), aligned north-west/south-east,
survived as a single foundation course and wass®gbor a distance of 2m.
It was 0.40m wide and comprised a row of nine stapeks along its western
side, with a single brick skin along the easteavation. The southern edge of
the wall was bonded to the external wall of thebauding (193).

3.5.10 Below-ground remains of the nineteenth-century milking parlour/dairy:
buried structural remains forming part of a ninatBecentury outbuilding
were observed in Trenches 2 and 4, and also in Ar&ais building had been
identified by the building survey as a milking mant, or dairy. In Trench 2,
two lengths of walling were uncovered which forntee eastern105) and
western {94) exterior walls of this building. Both walls wef@ur-bricks thick
and each was bonded with red lime-based mortar. Wddks survived to a
height of 0.17m, and had been laid directly aboswimral clayl81 and sand
182. In Trench 4 and Area 3, the easte86) (and westerngg) external walls
of this outbuilding were also located, along with iaternal partition 197).
The western external wal6§) utilised the stone footingd44) of an earlier
(Phase 2Section 3.3.1pbuilding, and was exposed to a depth of six cirs
External wall66 and internal walll97 were exposed to the depth of two brick
courses and were both two-bricks wide. These wise lzoth constructed of
bricks typically measuring 0.23 x 0.11 x 0.09m, ethwvere bonded with grey
ashy/sand mortar. Some of the brickwork along thelern elevation of wall
197 retained traces of lime washing, which had beeiiegh to the interior of
the outbuilding (OA North 2007a).

3.5.11 Within the interior of the building, tracelsaofloor (198) survived between the
southern edge of wall97 and east of walB8. This floor was formed of
sandstone flags, each measuring 0.40 x 0.30malzdde a bedding layer of
loose brown sandy soil. Another feature locatechiwitthe interior of this
outbuilding was a dilapidated brick fireplac202), exposed in Area 3. This
measured 1.2m long and comprised two columns, sbviek courses high
(0.6m), protruding westwards for a distance of h2%reating the northern
and southern sides of the structure. Between thedls was a wall, five
courses high, positioned 0.35m above the grateeofiteplace.

3.5.12 Below-ground remains of the nineteenth-century Dutch barn: buried
remains forming part of the nineteenth-century Dutarn were uncovered in
Trench 7. There, a short section of a brick wad4j was located, which
probably formed part of the southern side of thiscdure. This wall was 1.5m
long and survived as a single course, comprisingxaure of machine-pressed
and hand-made bricks, bonded loosely with lighy gnertar.

3.5.13 Boundary walls: during the course of the excavation, a dry-stonk (24220)
was exposed within Areas 1 and 2. This structurenéal the remains of a
boundary wall surrounding Chorlton Fold, the pasitof which is plotted on
nineteenth-century Ordnance Survey mapping.

3.5.14 In Area 1, a 4m length of this wall) (was exposed (Plate 11). This was
aligned north/south, and respected the course ofltoh Fold Lane, being
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constructed of water-worn sandstone blocks of wsrigizes. The blocks were
not bonded, although several small cobbles wer@ asepacking within a
mixture of sand and loose so#l)( For part of its course, the wall was
contained within a construction c8) excavated along the western side of the
wall, which was also found to contain several shexfipottery dating to the
seventeenth to nineteenth centuries. In other atbaswall overlaid a pale
brown sand bedding layer.

Plate 11: Boundary wal, looking west

3.5.15 Further sections of this wall were exposed in TheBcand Area 2. There, a
curving section of wall420/103) was discovered at the south-western corner
of the farmstead, which also lay above the lateievadl ditch 5/58; Section
3.3.2. The wall survived to a height of only one couf8el7m), had a width
of 0.25m, and was contained within a cut filledhwlibose stone packing. The
bottom course of masonry was raised 0.50m abovéatbemedieval infilled
ditch (25/58), levelled by a thick deposit of loose red clagg), which also
butted the southern side of the wall. The depdsih aerved as an interface
between the modern brick boundary wall, and yieldeoherous fragments of
pottery dating to the seventeenth to nineteenttuces.

3.5.16 Drains. the evaluation and open-area trenches revealedrlg &tensive
system of drains, which served the eighteenth- anteteenth-century
farmstead. In Trench 1 and Area 1, parts of a rewttih-aligned drain, along
with a conjoined east/west-aligned branch, wereouaed, which probably
served, or ran beneath, the eighteenth-century. baffirench 1, a horseshoe-
shaped ceramic draidf), aligned north/south and set within a linear euds
discovered, which converged with a second east/alegied drain. Further
portions of the north/south-aligned drain were tedain Area 1, where a
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culvert 11) survived for a distance of 1.8m along the uppdgeeof the
backfilled late medieval ditchl1®; Section 3.2.8 This culvert measured
0.42m wide and was constructed of brick walls, wewrses high, above a
slate base.

3.5.17 In Area 2 and Trench 3, several drains weeetified across the eastern side
of the trench, which probably served the farmhoasd outbuildings to the
east. These included dral@2, which survived for a distance of 9m and was
joined by drain92. The fill (91) of this latter drain comprised firm red clay,
which contained fragments of glazed earthenwartepoand slipwares dating
to the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Anothexr east/west-aligned
drains (64 and166) were located directly north dD2, and were exposed for
a total length of 6m. In addition, a further nosthith-aligned drain6Q) was
exposed in Area 2 for a distance of 3.5m, extenditrgss the backfilled late
medieval ditch 25/58). Its fill produced pottery dating to the eighteeatid
nineteenth centuries. The remaining drain in tlaig pf the site was located in
Trench 3. This comprised draB2, in the western part of the trench, which
was aligned north-west/south-east, and comprisdobraeshoe-shaped pipe
housed within a 0.20m-deep cut.

3.5.18 In Trench 7, two drains/d and 76) were discovered, which originally
extended beneath the nineteenth-century Dutch b&hese drains were
aligned north/south and were set some 0.30m apagy were contained
within two separate cuts, which were in turn lodateithin a larger linear
feature. This larger feature measured 1m wide aadshU-shaped profile.

3.5.19 Drainl19 was also observed in Trench 8. This was alignethreest/south-
east across the central part of the trench forstanice of 6.2m. It measured
0.40m wide and was 0.22m deep. Part of this drathldeen lined with bricks,
which were presumably installed to prevent poolimgerosion. Its fill {18)
comprised dark grey sandy-silt, which contained faalusions, other than
occasional brick fragments.

3.5.20 A further drain {57) was identified in Area 3, beneath the nineteesthtury
milk parlour/dairy. This was 0.60m wide, had a tept 0.43m and was filled
with mid-grey-brown silty-clay 158). Artefacts recovered from it included
eighteenth- and nineteenth-century pottery, glatsy tobacco pipe, and
ceramic building material.

3.5.21 Pits and postholes. several pits or postholes were discovered, whiglearped
to date to Phase 3. In Trench 2, a single 107 was found. This was sub-
circular in shape, and was aligned east/west ¢tm$ee northern trench edge.
It was 0.90m long, by at least 0.50m wide, hadgtldef 0.27m and was filled
with sandy-clay 108) and large amounts of iron objects and pottery.

3.5.22 In Trench 7, an arrangement of three smaidthmbes 80, 82 and 84) was
exposed in the eastern part of the trench. Onkeset80) was sub-circular in
shape, whilst the other tw8Z and84) were rectangular. The postholes were
regularly spaced at 0.35m intervals, forming anyle, which possibly
represented the corner of a fence.
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3.5.23 In Area 3, a rubbish pit42) was found sealed beneath a 1m-thick deposit of

mixed rubble 148). This pit was also found partially to truncate tsouthern
side of pit45 (Phase 2Section 3.3.p It was roughly oval in shape, measured
2.1m long by 1.5m wide, and was 0.5m deep, beltagifivith a mixed deposit
of mid-grey clay and weathered bedro&k3), which contained fragments of
pottery dating to the seventeenth to nineteenttuces. However, the earlier
pottery was probably residual, disturbed from tileof pit 45. The relatively
shallow nature of the feature suggests that thevas possibly only used for
rubbish disposal over a short period of time.

3.5.24 Farmyard: during the excavation of Trench 2, a layer of watern cobbles

(184) of various sizes was exposed in the central parthe trench. The
eastern part of the cobbles was bordered by a Idae-band of grey clayl80)
and the lower part of the cobbles was compactelinvat similar deposit of
clay (65). These cobbles appeared to form a deliberatalyntetalled surface.
A degraded area of cobbles, comprising reddishgeahattered stones, was
also observed along the southern part of the depdaterial deriving from pit
52/86 (Section 3.3.1)) found beneath the cobbles, suggested that tti@csu
was probably laid no earlier than the late eighteerentury. The entire
surface was overlaid with a 0.35m-thick deposibaiwn clay-silt 1), and a
0.5m-thick dump of cinder wastgQ). The cinder waste was probably used as
levelling material for a later cobbled yartbQ).

3.5.25 Brick foundation: within Area 2 and Trench 5, a 0.5-wide brick foutioia

(104) was found, which had been placed across the itladkfate medieval
ditch @5/58; Section 3.3.2 The foundation was constructed of hand-made
bricks, measuring 0.20 x 0.06 x 0.1m, which apptdaoehave been stacked
rather than securely bonded. The foundation sudvfee a total length of 1m,
though similar bricks were observed in close progimsuggesting a
foundation running beneath the present boundary.

3.5.26 Bonfire: in Trench 7, a rectangular-shaped feati8, (aligned east/west, was

3.6

3.6.1

discovered, which measured 0.64m long by 0.35m wate 0.30m deep. It
was filled with mid-brown silty-sand78), containing frequent lumps of
charcoal and broken lumps of sandstone. The presefcthe charcoal
suggests the feature probably contained a smatfirbon

PHASE 4, TWENTIETH CENTURY

Several minor additions and alterations were madéhé Phase 3 farmstead
during the twentieth century (Fig 6). During theucse of the building survey
some of these alterations were observed withinutigtanding fabric of the
farm buildings, such as the raising of the eastr dddhe eighteenth-century
barn (OA North 2007a). However, the majority of twieth-century activity
was evident as below-ground features and structuresovered by the
evaluation and open-area trenches. These featwksleéd a boundary wall; a
pit; a cobbled surface; drainage features; andklpartition walling added to
the interior of the eighteenth-century farmhouse.
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3.6.2

3.6.3

3.6.4

3.6.5

3.6.6

3.7

3.7.1

Boundary wall: the remains of a brick-built boundary wall78/163) were
observed in Trench 2 and Area 2. In Trench 2, ihendary wall {78) was
exposed to a depth of 11 courses and was congtraétenachine-pressed
bricks laid in an English Garden Wall bond. Similarthe boundary wall
exposed in Area 2163) also survived to a height of 11 courses (1.1ng9 an
was laid in an English Garden Wall bond. Howevarthis area, the wall's
northern elevation was supported by two buttresses)prising 1.1m-high
brick piers, placed 2m apart, which were cappedh wiessed masonry. The
wall was also constructed of a mixture of thin hamade and machine-pressed
bricks.

Pit: a sub-circular pit43) was identified in Area 1. This had a diameter of
0.38m and a depth of 0.28m, and contained fragmehtseramic tile and
pottery dating to the late nineteenth and twentiethturies. The pit was
located to the west of ditcl® (Section 3.3.4 and was seemingly associated
with the construction of the barn in the north-veest part of the farm
complex.

Farmyard: the remains of a twentieth-century farmyard werposed within
Trench 2. This yard surface was composed of gramutibles {90) laid on
clay @9) and cinder%0) bedding layers which, in turn, sealed the easiad
(184; Section 3.4.23.

Drains: four twentieth-century drains were identified withihe evaluation
and open-area trenches. In Trench 2, these incladsgamic land drair8g)
and a drainpipe2(13), bordering the western side of former fence 108
(Section 3.3.10) whilst in Area 1, two land drainsl33 and 134) were
discovered. Contained within these drains wereelaagnounts of pottery
dating to the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries.

Internal additions to the eighteenth-century farmhouse: two twentieth-
century partitions §5) were identified within the interior of the farmime,
which appeared to represent the corner of a smalhr(54) that had been
inserted into the eighteenth-century farmhouseh@lgh no flooring survived
within this room, broken fragments of stone floibe tvere observed amongst
the demolition rubblel65) in this part of the site.

MATERIAL CULTURE

Over the course of the fieldwork, a collectadrartefacts was recovered from
the excavated features, structures and depoappehdix 2 These items
principally comprised pottery dating from the sew¢h to the nineteenth
centuries, although some earlier sherds were nateohgst the assemblage.
The rest of the artefactual assemblage comprissskileamounts of material
associated with the fabric of the farmhouse, sushcaramic and stone
building material, wood and roof slate. In addifisraste materials associated
with industrial processes were also discovered, thade, in some cases, are
likely to belong to the period prior to the constian of Chorlton Fold Farm.
These residues include iron slag, coal, and chhar@b& remaining material
was commensurate with domestic and agriculturavigctissociated with the
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3.7.2

occupation of Chorlton Fold Farm, such as animalebalay tobacco pipe,
iron objects, and vessel glass.

Late medieval pottery: in total, eight sherds of late medieval potteryrave
recovered from three contexts scattered acrossitieincluding ditch fill26
(Phase 1, Area 2), the fill of a tree bdB9)(in Trench 5, and layet32 (Phase
2, Area 1). In general terms, the pottery was goad condition, with most of
the sherds measuring over 50mm in size. The sheeds all of a hard-fired,
red, gritty fabric, and may have derived from agknvessel. None were
glazed, although several had a thumbed decoratoeruthe rim (Plate 12).
The precise form of the vessel could not be estabtl from the surviving
fragments, although it is likely to have been agfarounded proportions, with
an everted rim. The source of the pottery is unkmaaithough it is likely to
have been produced locally. Its style and appearanconsistent with a broad
fourteenth- or fifteenth-century date, and is rasuent of early Midlands
Purple-type wares.

Plate 12: Late-medieval pottery recovered fromldfitt 26 (26/1023)

3.7.3 The dearth of medieval pottery from archadoligexcavations in the North

West has been highlighted in a review of medieeatmic studies by English
Heritage (Mellor 1994). Moreover, where significagroups of pottery have
been discovered in the region, such as in Wigan (@#h 2011), research
into its supply is severely restricted by a lackkobwledge of production
sites. However, recent excavations in Wigan coethisimilar hard-fired

pottery to the Chorlton Fold examples, which weeeowvered from late
medieval contexts. These comprised Midlands Pugge-ware with applied
thumb strip decoration. Other examples of later Ibids Purple-type wares
were present in a pinkish-orange to orange fabitic &/purplish glaze or slip.
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3.7.4 Post-medieval pottery: in total, 414 fragments of pottery dating to besqwehe
sixteenth and twentieth centuries were recovereth fthe site. These came
from a variety of features, with good groups oftsenth-/seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century material being recovered from ghaled fills of pits46
and53; Phase 2, Area 3), ditche&l( 22 and26; Phase 1, Area 2), and a linear
feature B2; Phase 2, Area 1).

3.7.5 Sixteenth-seventeenth-century potterthe earliest material within the
assemblage includes several fragments of Cistetg@n ware. A later
Cistercian/early developed Blackware cup of globuslyle, of sixteenth- or
perhaps very early seventeenth-century date, reed\feom ditch fill26, is of
note (Plate 13). Interestingly, the form type i¢ nsually found in either the
Cistercian or Blackware series (Ford 1995). Instaadeflects influence,
perhaps, from both Raeren stoneware-type vesseasn&er 1997), which
follow a similar form (apart from a thumbed basa)d some Tudor Green-
ware vessels of similar date and style. The origihghis cup are uncertain,
but it may have been made locally.

Plate 13: Developed Blackware cup recovered frotohdiill 26 (26/1023)

3.7.6 Two further sherds of Cistercian-type warerfrditch fill 22 (Phase 1, Area
2), with a pink/buff fabric and slip-trailed dectican, may derive from
Ticknall, Derbyshire (Barker and Halfpenny 1990he$e sherds belong to the
same vessel which probably dates to the sixteesmtucy (Plate 14). Another
possible Cistercian/developed Blackware fragmers also noted in the same
context, but, being a body sherd, it is difficudt date with precision. Two
sherds of a Midlands Yellow-ware cup base were attdeved from the
excavation. Local post-medieval coarsewares inNbeth West have been
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3.7.7

3.7.8

little studied (Newman and McNeil 2007, 128), aligb it is possible that
these fragments may date from as early as theesitttecentury.

Plate 14: Fragments of a Cistercian-ware vessebveced from ditch filR2 (22/1038)

Seventeenth/eighteenth-century pottegy: significant amount of pottery
appears to be slipware of the late seventeenthigiteenth century, the
majority probably deriving from Staffordshire. Oparticular pit deposit4E;
Phase 2, Area 3) contained a few fine sherds, dimofua fragment of picture
plate with a yellow glaze, which was press moulded decorated with black
and brown slips. This resembles the work of SamMikin (Coutts 2001).
Several cup sherds were also discovered with apfdietted’ slip, which are
in the style of Cistercian-type ware found at Whempe (Moorhouse and
Roberts 1992). Buff/white pottery was also fountijcla may be Staffordshire
reverse slipware dating to the pero#i670-1770 (Barker 1999).

Eighteenth/nineteenth-century potterthe majority of the eighteenth- to
nineteenth-century pottery is Blackware, most pbbpgroduced within the
surrounding area, although some Staffordshire/Wigaes were also noted.
Several examples of later post-medieval tablewaresalso present in the
assemblage, including a large feathered and masiipdare plate fragment
from layer 188 (Phase 3, Area 2), and a similarly styled fingwére cup
fragment with a semi-vitreous fabric. Both probaférive from Staffordshire.
Other finewares include several fragments of engineed mocha- and
dipped-ware types. Rubblel8 (Phase 3, Area 3) and ditch fiB5 (Phase 1,
Area 2) both contained fragments of Pearlwarendato ¢ 1780-90, with a
‘speckled’ slip and inlaid with checkered roulegtifRickard 2006). A
‘cauliflower ware’-type teapot sherd, with greeroes glazes, from deposit
135, is probably a Thomas Whieldon example, datintheoperiodc 1750-60
(Coutts 2001).
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3.7.9

It is of note that the assemblage did notaiornény fragments of tin-glazed
earthenwares, which are often recovered from eggtitecentury occupation

sites. The largest supply of tin-glazed earthenvarde North West was the
delftware industry in Liverpool, which was estabisl during the early

eighteenth century (Archer 1997). Delftware wasemesheap, reflecting the
laborious process of decoration involved in its ofaoture, although it

attracted a broad clientele; a piece of delftwara humbler home was often a
treasured possession, handed down through gemeyatie an heirloom.

However, delftware reached the height of its poptylan the decades 1720-
40, and demand declined rapidly thereafter (Ray26n

3.7.10 Discussion:most of the material falls within well-known fabrgroups, and

can be dated by comparison to the large corpusatd dvailable for the
Midlands and Staffordshire potters (Barker and ptathy 1990). Similarly,
Yorkshire-made Cistercian wares are relatively skatbwn, although similar
wares, including early Blackwares, were appareriBing produced at
considerably less well-known sites in Lancashireidil 1989; Davey 1991).
To date, there are few relevant North Western gitddished, although pottery
from Old Abbey Farm, Risley (Howard-Davis 2004)daBewsey Old Hall
(Lewis et al 2011), both in Cheshire, provide good comparatorgerms of
time and context, and recently excavated groups fdigan (OA North 2006;
OA North 2011) and Salford (OA North 2007b) alsgresent pottery
assemblages which are largely comparable with tiel©n Fold assemblage.

3.7.11 Although the assemblage from Chorlton Folcklatively small, significantly

it does provide a clear date range for activitythas site. For instance, the
domestic nature of the pottery suggests that tieevshs perhaps occupied in
the fifteenth or sixteenth century, although thdtgry for the most part

suggests an occupation date closer to the seveéhteentury. The assemblage
also suggests activity at the site during the stemh and early eighteenth
centuries. When combined with the structural resmaincovered during the
excavation, this material strongly suggests tha¢ #ighteenth-century

buildings that occupied the site until recently haglaced an earlier post-
medieval farmstead.

3.7.12 Clay tobacco pipe: in total, 33 fragments of clay tobacco pipe wereovered

from the investigation, of which only one completed three fragmentary
bowls are present. Thieulk of the fragments were pipe stems, which are
difficult to date with precision. The complete bofsbm charcoal layed32
(Phase 2, Area 1) was decorated with roulettingirzatahe rim, and dates to
the second half of the seventeenth century, althdlere is no maker’s stamp.

3.7.13 Ceramic building material: in total, 37 fragments of ceramic building matkria

were recovered from the excavation. A large praoporbf the assemblage
comprised broken bricks, with lesser amounts of wwl glazed floor tile.
The bricks largely comprised thin eighteenth-centuend-made varieties in a
dense orange fabric, with several over-fired fragise Similar over-fired
bricks were identified amongst the demolition matefrom the eighteenth-
century buildings within Orchard Mount (OA North @), on the western
side of Chorlton Fold, less than 10m from the eated site. This suggests
that the bricks may have been made on, or clodaotb, sites. Large pieces of
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pantile dating to the eighteenth or nineteenth wgntvere recovered from
land drain deposifl and pit fill 73 (Phase 3, Trench 7). Other tile fragments
from these deposits were fragmentary, and thuseatiftable or not closely
datable. Two pieces of decorative tile were receddrom pipe trench deposit
59 (Phase 3, Area 3). The tile is very fine, browazgld, with slip inlaid with

a lion and stars; it probably dates to the nindteesentury. Given the
reasonably fine quality of the tile, it probablynmoa from a fairly comfortable
home, but it is difficult to determine the origiaEthe tile as regards its place
of manufacture, although the Minton factory is agbility (Pearson 2000).

3.7.14 Iron: in total, 25 fragments of iron were recovered frdm evaluation and
excavation. Although the objects were obscured &3vi corrosion, it was
possible to identify masonry nails, spikes and famplements, including a
ploughshare, and a possible horse bit. Other nobjatts, such as those made
of copper alloy and lead, were, perhaps surpriginglbsent from the
assemblage.

3.7.15 Metallurgical residues: this small (1.89kg) assemblage includes two pietes
slag from probable late medieval contexts. Thig staslightly problematic
(being incomplete and very worn), but they are plbp fragments from
smithing hearth cakes. Post-medieval contexts gtklgeveral fragments of
clinkery slag, indicating that some coal-fuelled tatlergical activity was
being undertaken nearby. A single large block pp& slag, which solidified
immediately below the tapping opening, is of ura@rtorigin. Although
similar superficially to a bloomery tap slag, trendity of the slag (reflecting a
very low vesicularity), the presence of apparenalssiag splashes, and the
steep angle of accumulation of the proximal flowshant that this may be an
iron-refining slag, from a finery or later techngo such as a puddling
furnace. A nineteenth-century pit yielded a singilece of clinker. This is a
low-density residue and is not necessarily of nhatgilcal origin. All materials
were examined visually, using a low-powered binacuhicroscope where
necessary. All significant materials were weigheal recorded in a database
(Appendix 3.

3.7.16 The residues comprise true slags (from Phagi&ch fills 21, 26 and buried
topsoil 186), as well as dense clinkers (Phase 3 I@geand drain fill71), low-
density clinker (Phase 4 pit fil4) and coked coal (Phase 3 drain 7). In
addition, the fill 1) of Phase 1 ditci9 yielded several pieces of iron-rich
concretion of uncertain origin. Most of the dendags are not easily
attributable to process, although the rounded basetubular vesicles of one
example from ditch fil21 and the rounded form of another example, with its
upper surface rich in partially melted sandstond earamic, point towards
these examples being smithing hearth cakes. Treddithe materials would
be entirely compatible with an origin in blacksnnitlp, rather than in bloom
refining.

3.7.17 One large block of slag from buried topskd6 was produced through the
solidification of slag immediately below the pothiat liquid slag was tapped
from a furnace or hearth. Although some of the loflew lobes are fairly
small, the uppermost ones are very large, up tons@mde and 35mm deep,
with a large central cavity up to 20mm wide and faeep. The lower lobes
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appear to be smooth-surfaced, but the uppermost biage transversely
wrinkled surfaces. The lower flows appear to definghorizontal?) ‘puddle’,

into which the upper flows poured at about & 4Bgle. The upper flows
suggest a point of origin for the liquid slag aade 80mm above the basal
‘puddle’.

3.7.18 Another curious feature of this slag is tleeusrence of superficial blebs of
slag, which appear to be splashes of fluid slags Tnot a feature normally
seen in bloomery slags, but suggests a processhichwluid slags were
encouraged to leave the furnace/hearth by rakingpdding. Although this
piece resembles bloomery tap slag, there are qtbssible interpretations.
The piece is extremely dense, mainly because thieidual flows have an
extremely low degree of vesicularity. The high dnscoupled with the
splashes and with the morphology of the flow, sgtgéat the origin may not
have been a bloomery, in which the usually slightbgicular slags pour out
relatively quietly along a sub-horizontal tappinganonel. Marked vertical
drops are associated with the slags tapped frondlimgd furnaces and
probably (although these are less well known) eaflinery hearths. Thus, an
origin for the current piece in a post-medievah#refining process is quite
possible.

3.7.19 The clinker-like materials include pieces etthare simple clinker, the fused
inorganic residue from the burning of impure coad Phase 4 pit fill24)
which may not necessarily be of metallurgical arjgand pieces which are
more densegg pieces from laye®6 and drain fill71). These denser materials
are more likely to be higher-temperature metalkabiresidues, but the
fragments are small and undiagnostic. The piecakidze from an industrial
process, or represent residue from a small-scaefaelled smithing hearth.
Drain fill 71 also yielded a piece of coke. Such materials nefrdgments of
incidentally incompletely burned coal, rather trdeiiberately produced coke
fuel. Unfortunately, these possibilities cannotisinguished.

3.7.20 In conclusion, this is a very small samplewdnch to base any significant
interpretation, but the most likely interpretatisnthat the stratified, probable
medieval material is residue from blacksmithing.eTimaterial is not well
preserved and not abundant, so may not have besserged close to its
source.

3.7.21 The material from the post-medieval contexiggests the operation of coal-
fuelled metallurgical operations nearby, but gilide clue to the actual
nature of the process. A single block of ‘tap slagly also indicate a refining
process taking place nearby. In the context opthe-medieval period, this is
likely to mean a finery forge. There is, howevesnaall possibility that it is an
unusual residual piece of early bloomery iron-simgltvaste.

3.7.22 The single piece of clinker from a nineteerghtury deposit is not necessarily
indicative of metallurgical activity, but may beofn a boiler, perhaps in an
agricultural machineeg a steam traction engine), or just possibly from a
domestic hearth. There is also a slight possihiligt this derived from a coal-
fuelled metallurgical process, but was just unimedl with reaction with any
metal.
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3.7.23 Glass: in total, 31 fragments of vessel and bottle glasee recovered from 14
contexts across the site. The vessel glass compis®mmogeneous group of
late eighteenth- and nineteenth-century table \&saad small jars. Nothing
pre-dates this period, although a few fragmentsnawee recent. Many of the
fragments are small, but there is little evidenteserious abrasion or other
post-depositional damage, except that the preseheesingle melted lump
might suggest some contact with reasonably highpézatures, perhaps in
domestic refuse. Many of the bottle fragments a@efiom embossed machine-
blown mineral and beer bottles of the late nindteeio early twentieth
centuries, although the fragments were too small ettable precise
identification. They suggest a broad date rangenfost of the vessel glass
from the site.

3.7.24 Slate: in total, fragments from two slate pencils wereorgered from buried
topsoil layer05 in Trench 1.

3.7.25 Leather: in total, five pieces of leather were recoveraulrirthe excavation.
Three pieces were recovered from pit depd8i{Phase 2)representing part
of a seventeenth- or eighteenth-century shoe. d?atte shoe is puzzling, as
the vamp/sole appears to be inside out, which naa lheen a mistake on the
part of the maker. This may, in turn, suggest tivesee made at home rather
than by a craftsman, or may otherwise have beeatt@mpt at repair. The
shoe appears to have been built on a ‘straighitdade rather than measured
to the individual foot, which suggests a reasonablty date. There are square
hobnail holes on the base of the sole. Furthepsarad sole fragments were
retrieved from ditchl35 (Phase 1), which are not closely datable, although
other material deposited in the fill suggests aabralate range in the
seventeenth to nineteenth century.

3.7.26 Wood: in total, two small pieces of unworked wood weetrieved from the
fills (175, 176) of the row of 13 postholed@9; Phase 2) within Trench 2. On
examination, the fragments appeared completely dwdp all surfaces
eroded or naturally torn.

3.8 ENVIRONMENTAL EVIDENCE

3.8.1 Animal bone: in total, 17 animal bone fragments were recovdreth the
archaeological investigation, weighing 0.978kg, tlyosfrom stratified
contexts, including pit fills (Phase 30, and Phase 424) and ditch fills
(Phase 121 and 135) dated to the late medieval period to the ningtee
century. Several fragments were also recovered tapmoil 05) and rubble
(148) deposits across the sifEhe material was identified using the reference
collection held by the author. In the identificatiof species, reference was
made to Halstead and Collins (1995), and all paftshe skeleton were
identified where possible.

3.8.2 All of the material is post-medieval in ddtegeneral, the animal bone is well
preserved, being robust with little surface erosidhe apparently greater
degree of fragmentation is frequently a resultwthery, often with the shaft
of the bone sawn through. The fragments, compriaipgir of metacarpals, a
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3.9

3.9.1

metatarsal and two phalanges that each derive fhmmsame leg/foot of a
cow, were recovered from pit fill08 (Phase 3). The pit fill also yielded two
phalanges and a metacarpal from another cow lagfamther cow fragments
were recovered from rubble lay&48, represented by a third molar. Pit 24
yielded a femur epiphysis that possibly derivedrira sub-adult cow or red
deer. The other identifiable fragment compriseéraur from a cat, recovered
from the topsoil @5) in Trench 1.

Plant macrofossils. in total, 18 environmental bulk samples were takem
several different feature types: 11 samples camom fditches; one from a
posthole; four from pits; one from a layer; and émen a cobble spread. The
samples were 8-30 litres in volume. Ten litresadheor the entire sample (ten
litres or less) was processed in order to iderdifgrred and waterlogged plant
remains Appendix 4.

Results:three of the pit fills, dating to different perodf activity on the site,
contained abundant waterlogged plant remains. TWwaseno direct evidence
that the plant remains were from crops, except ¢slkeads from arable weeds
such as stinking chamomiléArithemis cotulp and knotgrassPolygonum
avicularg were identified. The other seeds in these sampés from plants
of grassland, ruderal communities, broad ecologitalipings ie plants that
are found in several different habitat types), wagtound and wet places.
Very few plant remains were recorded in the latelieel ditch fills and the
other post-medieval features, although single eldarcereal grains were
recorded in the fill §7) of late medieval ditclb8 (evaluation Trench 3) and
layer130 (Area 1).

The three samples with a rich assemblage tdrlegged plant remains were
recovered from Phase 2 pit fills, of which two §pib and86) have been dated
to the seventeenth or eighteenth century, andhing (pit 142; Phase 3) to the
nineteenth century. The assemblages suggest tat platerial from several
different habitat types was being thrown into thes pn the seventeenth,
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. There is rztdevidence of cultivation
in these samples, but indirect evidence comes traseeds of arable weeds
identified in them.

RADIOCARBON DATING

A charred cereal grain recovered from a Pl2asmiried soil {32) was
submitted to the Scottish Universities EnvironmenResearch Centre
(SUERC) for AMS radiocarbon datindgpendix . When calibrated at the
95.4% probablity level, using the University of Oxd Radiocarbon
Accelerator Unit calibration program (OxCal3), itoduced a date of AD
1640-1960 (205 £ 35 BP; SUERC-24686), of which mhest likely range
(49.9%) was AD 1720-1820. This date appears, thegefto confirm the
suspected late seventeenth- to early eighteentinyedate of this deposit,
which also contained fragments of pottery dating 8dmilar period.
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4. DISCUSSION

4.1 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

4.1.1 The sequence of buried remains exposed and recatdedorlton Fold during
the archaeological excavation, and also the stralctelements of the
farmhouse captured by the building survey, formgaicant resource which
can be used, in part, to establish the form ancldpwment of the historical
landscape in this part of Greater Manchester. €kalts also inform some of
the research objectives drawn from the initiatif@sarchaeological research
defined for the post-medieval period as statecha durrentArchaeological
Research Framework for North West Engla@rennand 2007). These
included:

* Initiative 5.35: ‘Identification of likely medieval industrial renre
contextualised within estate-based surveys of bwoibnastic and
secular holdings’ (Newman and Newman 2007, 112);

* Initiative 6.1: ‘The available data set [for the post-medievaliqugr
should be greatly enlarged. Stratified artefactuseges from both
small towns and rural settlements need to be deliecin order to
establish the character of ceramic use throughoeitrégion and to
create the basis for socio-economic interpretatidewman and
McNeil 2007, 117);

« Initiative 6.10:'Sample appropriate deposits for palaeo-envirortaien
evidence wherever possible to gain information loa eéxploitation of
plants and animals...bf cit, 119);

e Initiative 6.15: ‘Excavations of abandoned farms and cottages dhoul
be a high priority, especially where the ownersbip tenancy is
documented, in order to study the material cultofeindividual
households’dp cit, 121);

* Initiative 7.12: ‘'Study the development of the agrarian landscape i
those parts of the region that have previoushaetitd little attention’
(op cit, 142);

* Initiative 7.41:‘The retention of later period artefacts and thmetrtine
analysis as part of all archaeological excavatiamjegts’ ©p cit, 156).

4.2 RomaN PERIOD

4.2.1 Although one of the objectives of the fieldlweras to determine the presence
of the Manchester to Wigan Roman road, which thghteenth-century
antiquarian John Whitaker (1771, 109) suggestedimign through Chorlton
Fold, no evidence for this important Roman routeweg discovered. Given
the known line of the road, which can be estabtighereference to both early
Ordnance Survey mapping and recent archaeologielawork (Miller and
Aldridge 2011), it now seems likely that its coutsss immediately to the
south of Chorlton Fold Farm. Apart from the absen€esvidence for this
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principal Roman route, there was also an abserncthéoremains of a minor
Roman road, which was postulated by the nineteeatidry antiquarian,

William Watkin (1883, 49), to run in a north/sowtiiection somewhere in the
vicinity of the farmstead. Furthermore, the present this latter postulated
route was also absent within those areas found diatedy to the north of

Chorlton Fold, which were excavated in 1992, andenecently in 2006

(GMAU 1992; Bell 2007). Taken together, this mayplynthat this road, if it

did indeed ever exist, lay further to the north-ivekthe excavated areas,
immediately to the north of Chorlton Fold.

LATE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

Several early remains were, however, uncovereaduhe excavation which,
although not Roman in date, may contribute to aseustanding of this area,
and the wider landscape, in the late medieval gefibese remains included a
ditch, which skirts the boundary of the later farmasl, a second possible
joining ditch, and a small linear trench of unknowmction (Fig 3). The
chronology of these features was established pilyn&mom the datable
ceramics recovered from the ditch, which skirts doeindary of the later
farmstead. These suggested that this ditch, ansliprably the other related
features, had probably been established prior todwing, the sixteenth
century, and perhaps, on the basis of the shertigeomedieval pottery, prior
to, or during, the fourteenth or fifteenth centufie date of this feature can be
assessed further by affording consideration tor¢iselts of an archaeological
excavation undertaken in 2006 immediately to thetnof Chorlton Fold (Bell
2007). In this area, a small section of a compearatiich was discovered,
parallel to Chorlton Fold Lane, which would haverni@d a northerly
continuation of the ditch exposed during the extiama at Chorlton Fold.
Significantly, the lower fill of this ditch also otained several fragments of
pottery to which a late medieval date may be asdrifhese included sherds
from two separate Midlands Purple-type vesseld vileae dated to the mid- to
late fifteenth century, and which appear similathose late medieval sherds
recovered during the excavations at Chorlton Fdidl;( Appendix 2 Apart
from these fragments, a sherd from a late fourteeantury storage jar or
cooking pot, and a strap handle from a coarseway®j jar, which was dated
to the late thirteenth/early fourteenth centurysvedso recovered from the
ditch (bid). The presence of these sherds imply that theseseane form of
human activity occurring within the area of Chanltéold during the late
thirteenth/fourteenth century, and it is possibiattpart of this activity
included the cutting of the ditch.

At a very basic level it can, therefore, be assunied this ditch was cut
during the late medieval period in order to enclaspecific area of land. The
known course of the ditch suggests that this enctogxtended around the
south-western corner of the later farmstead at i@hof~old and continued
northwards for some distance, perhaps towards ¢dhig Brook. Significantly,

in these areas the course of the enclosure ditshected the position of
Chorlton Fold Lane, and it is possible that theteoof this lane was in fact
determined by the presence of the early enclostuieas not, though, been
possible to determine the course of the enclosiica dastwards, particularly
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as, during its excavation in Area 2, its depth ¥easd to reduce dramatically
at its eastern end. This probably indicates thgt ramnants of this feature
have largely disappeared to the east of the eigtitesentury farmhouse.

The function of this enclosure within the medielaidscape of Monton is
also not entirely clear, although some tentativggestions may be made. In
the thirteenth century, it is known, for exampleattthis area formed part of
the ‘grange of Monton’, which might also have enpassed the adjacent
hamlet of Eccles (Farrer and Brownbill 1911, 37@endl; Arrowsmithet al
2007, 12). This suggests that Monton functionedaaSistercian monastic
grange, within which the land was probably worketially by lay brothers
supervised by a monastic official known asedlarer (Platt 1969, 12), who,
until the late thirteenth century, would have bbared at Stanlaw Abbey. The
available documentary sources further suggesttthisitgrange functioned as
such until the mid-fifteenth century, or the endltué fourteenth century, after
which it was leased to tenants (Arrowsnetal 2007, 12).

According to Platt (1969, 16), the basic structue a thirteenth- and
fourteenth-century monastic grange comprised ‘atratrdwelling for the
deputies of the monastic house’. This central dnglwould have comprised
a small hall and perhaps also outbuildings. In s@ases, at a later date, a
small chamber and a chapel may also have been amdede original
buildings (bid). Following the establishment of the central dimegll it would
then appear that, within the wider area of the gearforganisation of a labour
force and the progressive rationalisation of lamdght then have been
expected to proceed’ibfd). Indeed, amongst the monastic communities
present within Britain during the late medievalipdr it was the Cistercians
who were both to pioneer and most effectively impat this system of land
management (Platt 1969, 12; Higham 2004, 212).

Within the grange of Monton, no firm structural archaeological evidence
exists for the site of the ‘central dwelling’, biithas been suggested, on the
basis of two thirteenth-century charters, that thésy have been situated to the
south-east of Chorlton Fold at Monks Hall, in trilgagent hamlet of Eccles
(Arrowsmith et al 2007, 10). These charters refer to tlienos monachorum
‘the house of the monks’, angsque ad portan monachorurthe gate of the
monks’, both found close to the boundary of Mons&ma Eccles which, it is
argued, probably refer to a property at Monks Hatkupied by the monks of
Stanlaw Abbeydp cit, 10-11). It has been further suggested that thegurce
of this suspected site might also explain the disog in the mid-nineteenth
century, of a large hoard of twelfth- and thirtdenéntury silver coins,
contained within an earthenware vesdal]. If this was the case, the putative
late thirteenth - fifteenth-century enclosure atoflion Fold, situated at the
northern boundary of Monton, might then have bessoeaated with activity
which was connected with the functioning of thengg@a Within this context,
it may, for example, have functioned as a stockosoice, particularly as, at a
number of other monastic granges, it was not uriusuind ‘cattle lodges’
(Platt 1969, 75 note 1). However, these lodges wwemnally confined to
those more marginal granges located within uplandirenments, and at
Chorlton Fold the presence of such a feature doesdequately explain the
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presence of ceramics dating to the late thirteeatty fourteenth century, and
fourteenth/fifteenth centuries. For instance, tmespnce of these ceramics
appears to imply that domestic, or at least semmakiic, activity was
occurring at this site. Another possible interptieta is that, within this
domestic, or semi-domestic, context, the enclospestly, or wholly,
functioned as an area where small-scale induspraicesses could be
undertaken. Indeed, the integration of medievalustiy into the grange
economy may well be one feature of these settlesnamid it was certainly a
feature present at other monastic granges, sucdtiolgay Grange, close to
Bordesley Abbey, where evidence for metal-workingswdiscovered (Astill
1994, 547-9), and North Grange, Yorkshire, withinieh tile production was
undertaken (Platt 1969, 74).

The presence of medieval industry at the Chorltarld Fenclosure is
confirmed, in some measure, by the archaeologigahwation undertaken
immediately to the north of Chorlton Fold Farm (B&O007). There,
immediately to the east of the enclosure ditch,udase was discovered,
composed of sandstone fragments and a large ceoatient of industrial
residues. Significantly, this surface appears teHarmed when the enclosure
ditch was open and thus the observed industrisadlwes may have been the
product of contemporaneous industrial activity withthe enclosure.
Moreover, it was suggested by the excavators theset residues provide
evidence for bloomery smelting activity within thenfines of the enclosure
(op cit, 13). Although no furnace associated with thispsgted medieval
smelting was located, further corroborative evideror medieval metal-
working might be provided by those industrial resis recovered from the
enclosure ditch excavated at Chorlton Fold Farmes&hwere, perhaps,
derived from smithing hearth cakes, suggesting lttetksmithing may also
have been occurring within the interior of the esdre. Taken together, the
presence of these residues might therefore sutjgegsthe enclosure contained
the site of a furnace and smithy, which perhapsnéal one important
economic element of the late thirteenth- and fantie-century grange at
Monton.

EAaRLY POST-MEDIEVAL PERIOD

The ceramic evidence from Chorlton Fold indicates,tby the late sixteenth
or early seventeenth century, the east/west lirteEnclosure ditch had been
backfilled. Although sections of the north/soutimeli of ditch may have
remained open for a longer period of time, the Bbicky of the east/west line
appears to suggest that the enclosure, as origircahceived, and any
associated activities occurring within its confinbad become defunct by this
period.

Apart from the presence of early post-medieval ro&rs, the next clearly
identifiable phase of activity dates to the seventle and early eighteenth
centuries (Phase 2; Fig 4). Although the naturthnefremains are fragmentary,
they include a well, a fence line, a probable livek enclosure, rubbish pits, a
field boundary, a culvert, a marl pit and fragmeyntangths of stone walling.
These were all located to the east of a metallethsel forming an early
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section of Chorlton Fold Lane, and when taken togiethese appear to imply
that a post-medieval farmstead was present at tohdfold Farm. Moreover,

this farmstead was, perhaps, based on the datee rafgthe ceramic

assemblage, established during the late sixteemth/eeventeenth century,
and was modified continually and added to overcirse of the seventeenth
and early eighteenth centuries. If this was the cagmny of the excavated pits
and structural features probably relate, therefardater periods of activity at

this early farmstead.

Although it is difficult from the excavated remaitzsdiscern the exact form of
this suspected early farmstead, presumably, Kigted, it was similar to other
early post-medieval farmsteads excavated and redondgthin the wider area
of Greater Manchester and Lancashingef alia: Pearson 1985, 6-15; GMAU
1994; Gregory 2006). If this was the case, it mayehcontained a timber-
framed, or stone-built, linear farmhouse, and peshan outbuilding,
particularly as there are no known examples ofygaokt-medieval integrated
farm buildings, such as the longhouse, recorddareater Manchester. Within
the region, early post-medieval linear farmhousegieoman’s houses, of this
type were usually a single room deep, one-storgly,land contained a linear
arrangement of rooms. It was also normal for onethafse rooms to be
provisioned with a fireplace and chimney, perhapshe ingle-nook variety
(cf Mercer 1975, 23; Pearson 1985, 14, fig 2). Althotige presence of this
type of building was not firmly identified withinhé areas examined, one
building which appears to pre-date the mid-eighteeentury farmstead was
located in the eastern part of the site. This lbugdwas defined by a
fragmentary length of dry-stone walling, formingetlexternal wall of a
building, and an adjoining stretch of wall, repraggy the remains of an
internal partition. However, it is clear that, atlgh these remains pre-dated
the establishment of the mid-eighteenth-centurynéiead, they do not
represent the footings of the suspected sixteeathseventeenth-century
farmhouse, as they were found to seal a rubbistihgitcontained seventeenth-
and eighteenth-century artefacts. It is possibkretore that these remains
were associated with an additional outbuilding, alihivas constructed in the
early part of the eighteenth century.

BIGHTEENTH AND NINETEENTH CENTURIES

During the mid-eighteenth century it appears thhé tpossible early
eighteenth-century outbuilding, and perhaps also stspected early post-
medieval farmstead, was replaced by Chorlton FaddmE the principal
buildings of which survived until relatively recént This farm was
constructed within an agricultural landscape, whiontained a scattering of
similar farmsteads, surrounding Eccles, the loaatiof which can be seen on
Yates’s 1786 map, and also on the first editionmarte Survey mapping of
this area. It appears that initially this farmsteads engaged in pastoral
farming and, indeed, the incorporation of the téfoid’ into its place-name
probably relates to a foldyard at the farmsteadhiwiwhich cattle were kept
(cf Brunskill 1987, 104). Further details of this diegnth-century farmstead
can be gained through a consideration of its upgtgnremains, along with
those below-ground remains exposed during the eticans. These indicated
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that this farmstead was built initially as a twatuiarmhouse, complemented
with a threshing/hay barn and an additional outhng (OA North 2007a).
Probably as a result of the successful managenighedarm, the farmhouse
was then expanded during the mid- to late eighkteeantury.

The farmhouse was expanded further during the ednigteenth century, and
it seems possible that additional workers were eggul to improve the

efficiency and output of the farm, with this extems reflecting additional

accommodation. Moreover, the structural remainscatd that the output of
the farmstead continued to increase, and by tleedateteenth century two
further outbuildings had been added to the farndsteehich included a

milking parlour/dairy and a Dutch barn, along wihpigsty attached to the
earlier barn. This may imply that increased emghass placed on pastoral
farming at Chorlton Fold during this period, withcancomitant decrease in
the importance and significance of arable farmimghe economy of the late
nineteenth-century farmstead. Indeed, this wasairigta reflexive, economic,
response to the increasing demands for milk, argerotlairy products,

generated by both the expanding town of Eccles gmethaps, also

Manchester, which during this period drew its nalipply from an encircling

agricultural hinterland, contained within a ten enihdius of its centre (Scola
1992, 74).

However, although Chorlton Fold Farm continued uaction as a valuable
agricultural node during the latter part of the ateenth century, the
surrounding agricultural landscape had been largepnsformed and

encroached upon by the forces of urbanisation addstrialisation. These
resulted in the establishment of industrial sited #he construction of swathes
of residential housing radiating out from Eccle®ng with the dissection of

the earlier landscape by new routes of communigatinost notably the

nineteenth-century railways. These processes wep®intinue unabated into
the twentieth century, leading to the eventual demof many of the

farmsteads across the area, and leaving Chorltéth Farm an isolated relict

of the post-medieval farming community, which onckabited this part of

Greater Manchester.
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APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT LIST

Context | Trench/ | Phase | Description
Area (A)
01 1 4 Topsoil
02 1/A1 3 Dry-stone boundary wall
03 1 3 Construction cut for wa02
04 1 3 Fill of cut03
05 1 3 Buried topsoil butting the eastern side of v@all
06 1 3 Disturbed yellow-red clay
07 1 3 Brick wall within clay06
08 1 3 Cobble surface within cla&36
09 1 - Yellow natural clay beneath cl®g
10 1 3 North/south-aligned brick wall of buildirip
11 1 3 East/west-aligned brick wall of buildirig
12 1 3 North/south-aligned return of wdll
13 1 3 Cobble surface butting the southern edge of Wall
14 1 2 Row of stone blocks east of wal
15 1 3 Brick building group number
16 2 2 Pit/tree throw
17 2 2 Fill of pit 16
18 1 3 Horseshoe-shaped drain cutting day
19 1 1 East/west-aligned ditch cutting sa2
20 1 - Red-brown natural sand beneath 66il
21 1 2 Upper fill of ditch19 (same a435)
22 1 1 Lower fill of ditch19 (same a4d72)
23 1 4 Pit
24 1 4 Fill of 23
25 5 1 Ditch (same as ditchB in Trench 3)
26 5 1 Fill of ditch25
27 6 3 Buried topsoil
28 6 2 Tree throw
29 6 2 Fill of 28
30 6 - Yellow natural clay
31 6 2/3 North/south-aligned linear feature
32 6 2/3 Fill of 31
33 6 2/3 Burnt brick dump spread across the easternodifimture31
34 6 2 Burnt clay beneatB3
35 6 2 Stone dump at the eastern en@3f
36 6 2 Stone dump at the western enc®f
37 6 - Clean yellow natural clay across the base ofifes1
38 6 3/4 Topsoil
39 2 4 Pipe trench
40 2 4 Fill of 39
41 2 2 Fill of 42
42 2 2 Pit
43 3 2 Linear feature at the south-west end of the trenc
44 3 2 Fill of 43
45 4 2 Large pit at the western end of the trench
46 4 2 Fill of 45
47 4 2/3 Pond at the eastern end of the trench
48 4 2/3 Intermediary clay fill ofi7
49 2 4 Grey-white clay beneath cobblE30
50 2 4 Fuel waste deposit
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Context | Trench/ | Phase | Description
Area (A)
51 2 3 Brown clay silt deposit
52 2 2 Pit (same a86)
53 2 2 Fill of pit 52 (same a85)
54 2 3 Building group number
55 2 3 Grey-white clay lens beneath cobble spread
56 2 3 Group number of building
57 3 1 Fill of ditch58
58 3 1 Ditch (same as ditc®b in Trench 5)
59 3 3 Fill of pipe trench60
60 3 3 Pipe trench
61 3 3 Fill of field drain62
62 3 3 Field drain
63 3 3 Brick wall, degraded partition wall
64 3 3 Brick wall, degraded partition wall
65 3/A2 3 Corner return of two brick walls probably asisted with a room
(154) within the southern part of the farmhouse
66 4 3 Eastern external brick wall of outbuilding
67 3 3 Northern external brick wall of outbuilding
68 4 3 Western external brick wall of outbuilding
69 4 2 Primary silt-clay fill at the base of poAd
70 4 3 Cinder/fuel waste dump abo4g
71 7 3 Fill of land drain72
72 7 3 Cut for land drain
73 7 3 Fill of pit 74
74 7 3 Pit
75 7 3 Fill of land drain/6
76 7 3 Cut for land drain
77 7 3 Fill of pit 78
78 7 3 Pit
79 7 3 Fill of postholeB0
80 7 3 Posthole
81 7 3 Fill of posthole82
82 7 3 Posthole
83 7 3 Fill of postholeB4 (same ad06)
84 7 3 Posthole
85 2 2 Fill of pit 86 (same a®&3)
86 2 2 Pit
87 2 4 Fill of pipe trencl88
88 2 4 Pipe trench
89 5 2 Upper fill of cut90 within ditch 24
90 5 2 Cut for conifer tree within ditck4
91 5 3 Fill of drain92
92 5 3 Drain cutting ditcl?5/58
93 5 3 Fill of depressio®4
94 5 3 Cut of shallow feature/depression
95 5 3 Posthole
96 5 3 Cut for farm hedge line
97 5 3 Fill of posthole98
98 5 3 Posthole
99 5 3 Fill of tree throw100
100 5 3 Tree throw
101 5 3 Fill of cut102
102 5 3 Cut for field drain
103 5 3 Wall representing the eastern side of the farrsou
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Context | Trench/ | Phase | Description
Area (A)
104 5 3 Wall within cut24
105 5 3 Fill of hedge line96
106 7 3 Fill of postholeB4 (same a83)
107 2 3 Pit containing iron debris at the eastern entth®french
108 2 3 Fill of 107
109 2 2 Group number for a row of 13 postholes (Ph 1f&Byesenting a
fence line at the eastern end of the trench
110 2 3/4 Stone dump at the eastern end of the trench
111 2 3/4 Fill of 110
112 2 2 Posthole
113 2 2 Fill of 112
114 3/A2 1? Fill of 115
115 3/A2 1? North-east/south-west-aligned linear feature
116 8 2/3 Fill of 117
117 8 27? East/west-aligned linear feature
118 8 3 Fill of drain119
119 8 3 Drain
120 8 2? Fill of postholel21
121 8 27? Posthole
122 8 2? Fill of postholel23
123 8 27? Posthole
124 A2 2/3 Fill of pit 125
125 A2 2/3 Pit
126 A2 2/3 Fill of pit 127
127 A2 2/3 Pit
128 A2 2/3 Fill of pit 129
129 A2 2/3 Pit
130 Al 3 Pale brown sand benedh
131 Al 1/2 Metalled cobble surface beneag?
132 Al 2 Dark brown charcoal-rich layer benedd
133 Al 4 North-east/south-west-aligned drain cutti®y
134 Al 4 North-east/south-west-aligned drain cutti®y
135 Al 1 Upper fill of 19 (same ag1)
136 Al - Bedrock at the base of ditdd
137 Al 1 Clay layer abov&36
138 Al 2 Red clay beneath stone duBSp
139 A3 2 Cobble spread overlying sahd6
140 6 1 Steep-sided ditch along the eastern side of¢meh
141 A2 2 Row of four postholes (Ph 1-4) at the easteea af the trench
142 A3 3 Pit cutting the southern edge of $&
143 A3 3 Fill of pit 142
144 4/A3 2 Dry-stone wall overlying the western edge ib¥p
145 A3 2 Construction cut for wall44
146 A3 - Natural sand
147 A3 2 Dry-stone wall curving around the south-westgide of pit45
148 A3 3 Mixed clay rubble along the eastern side of Wiadl
149 A3 2 Fill of construction cui45
150 A2 2 Posthole
151 A2 2 Pit, part of a row of six garden features
152 A2 2 Pit, part of a row of six garden features
153 A2 2 Pit, part of a row of six garden features
154 A2 3 Room within the south-west corner of the farnmgeu
155 A2 4 Rubble infill of room154
156 A2 2 Fill of pit 152
157 A3 3 North-east/south-west-aligned drain
158 A3 3 Fill of featurel57
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Context | Trench/ | Phase | Description
Area (A)

159 A3 2 Small pit south of wall44

160 A3 2 Fill of pit 159

161 A2 2 Pit, part of a row of six garden features

162 A2 2 Small pit/posthole, part of a row of six gardeatures

163 A2 3/4 Farm brick boundary wall

164 A2 3 Field drain

165 A2 3 Fill of 164

166 A2 3 Field drain

167 A2 3 Fill of 166

168 A2 3/4 Construction cut for wall63

169 A2 3/4 Fill of 168

170 2 3 Short east/west-aligned brick wall

171 A2 4 Lead water pipe

172 Al 1 Lower fill of ditch19 (same ag2)

173 Al 2? Fill of possible well 74

174 Al 27? Well

175 2 2/3 Fill of postholeéd4 (part of row109)

176 2 2/3 Fill of postholeB/9 (part of row109)

177 2 2 Sandy-clay beneaflv9

178 2 3/4 Brick boundary wall along the western edge lbé tirench
(probably the same as wab3 in Area 2)

179 2 2 Stone culvert

180 2 - Natural grey clay overlying sari@?

181 2 - Natural yellow clay at the eastern end of thadhe

182 2 - Natural sand at the western end of the trench

183 8 - Unstratified deposit

184 2 3 Cobble spread/soakaway? at the base of the trench

185 Al 4 Fill of confluence of drain cutk33 and134

186 Al 3/4 Buried topsoil

187 A2 3/4 Topsoll

188 A2 3 Soil between dry-stone boundary wall and boupndaall 163

189 2 2 Dark red sand butting the western side of cull/éot

190 2 4 Cobbled farmyard surface

191 2 3 North-east/south-west-aligned wall associated titilding54

192 2 3 North-west/south-east-aligned wall associated titilding54

193 2 3 North-east/south-west-aligned wall associated titilding54

194 2 3 North/south-aligned wall representing the westexternal wall
of building 56

195 2 3 North/south-aligned wall; the eastern wall ofiéhinig 56

196 A2 - Natural bedrock

197 4/A3 3 Brick partition of outbuilding shown on 18946@nap

198 4 3 Flagged floor within outbuilding shown on 1894 @8p

199 4 - Natural sandy clay

200 4 - Natural sandy bedrock

201 4 2 Stone dump at the base of4#t

202 A3 3 Fireplace on the eastern side of Area 3

203 4 3/4 Buried topsoil

204 7 3 Southern external wall of Dutch Barn

205 2 3 Fill of posthole 13 (part of rod09)

206 8 3 Field drain

207 Al 3 Building in the southern part of Area 1

208 Al - Natural yellow clay beneath buildir&p7

209 Al 1/2 East/west-aligned drainage ditch cutting @ag

210 A2 - Thin yellow clay representing natural geology

211 Al 3 Brick culvert inserted within the eastern sidelibch 19

212 A2 2/3 Posthole/pit cutting10, part of a row of six garden features
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Context | Trench/ | Phase | Description
Area (A)
213 2 3 North/south-aligned ceramic drain on eastern sidriilding 56
214 4 3 Buried topsoil on the eastern side of Trench 4
215 5 - Natural sandy bedrock
216 7 - Natural sandy bedrock
217 5 4 Topsoil
218 8 - Natural yellow clay
219 Al 2 Stone wall forming the eastern side of build#fy, representing
the remains of an earlier stone building
220 3 3 Dry-stone wall on the southern edge of d&gh
221 5 3 Posthole within featurgb
222 A2 2 Fill of postholel41
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APPENDIX 2: FINDS CATALOGUE

OR Context | Trench | Material | Count | Description Period
No
1000 | 01 1 Pottery 16 Dark glazed red earthenwardsighteenth-
(fine and coarse), glazed whitgwentieth
earthenware plates and bowls centuries
1001 | 01 1 Glass 4 Vessel Nineteenth/
twentieth
century
1002 | 05 1 Pottery 16 Dark brown-glazed buff war¢  Eighteenth/
nineteenth
century
1003 | 05 1 Ceramic | 4 Roof tile fragments Eighteenth/
Building nineteenth
Material century?
1004 | 05 1 Glass 1 Bottle Nineteenth
century
1005 | 05 1 Slate 2 Pencil Nineteenth
century
1006 | 05 1 Clay 3 Stems Eighteenth/
Pipe nineteenth
century
1007 | 04 1 Clay 1 Stem Eighteenth/
Pipe nineteenth
century
1008 | 04 1 Pottery 17 Dark glazed red earthenwardsighteenth/
(fine and coarse), glazed whitenineteenth
earthenware plates and bowls century
1009 | 06 1 Pottery 27 Blackwares, dark glazed rne8eventeenth-
earthenwares, glazed whitenineteenth
earthenware plates centuries
1010 | 08 1 Pottery 5 Blackware Eighteenth/
nineteenth
century
1011 | 08 1 Clay 4 Stems Eighteenth/
Pipe nineteenth
century
1012 | 08 1 Iron 1 Object Eighteenth/
twentieth
century
1013 | 05 1 Animal 1 Cat femur Not  closely
Bone datable
1014 | 02 1 Pottery 6 Blackware, CreamwareEighteenth/
transfer-printed wares nineteenth
century
1015 | 21 1 Pottery 52 Glazed white earthenward;ate
plate seventeenth-
nineteenth
centuries
1016 | 21 1 Coal 1 - Not  closely
datable
1017 | 21 1 Ceramic | 1 Tile Eighteenth
Building century
Material
1018 | 21 1 Industrial | 5 Iron slag Not  closely
Residue datable
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OR Context | Trench | Material | Count | Description Period
No
1019 | 21 1 Glass 1 Bottle Nineteenth
century
1020 | 21 1 Clay 4 Three stems, one bowl Seventeenth-
Pipe nineteenth
centuries
1021 | 21 1 Animal 1 Cow tooth Not  closely
Bone datable
1022 | 26 5 Industrial | 3 Slag Not  closely
Residue datable
1023 | 26 5 Pottery 17 Midland  Purple-ware jar Fifteenth-
Cistercian-type beaker,seventeenth
Blackware centuries
1024 | 24 1 Industrial | 1 Slag (ferrous) Not  closely
Residue datable
1025 | 27 6 Pottery 16 Blackware bowl, trail slipwareSixteenth-
plate, Mottled ware, transfer-nineteenth
printed ware centuries
1026 | 27 6 Clay 2 Stems Eighteenth
Pipe century
1027 | 32 6 Pottery 6 Midlands  Purple  Ware Sixteenth-
Mottled Ware eighteenth
centuries
1028 | 32 6 Animal 4 Unidentified mammal Not  closely
Bone datable
1029 | 32 6 Coal 1 - Not  closely
datable
1030 | 40 2 Pottery 21 Mottled ware, dark glazed re&ixteenth-
earthenwares, glazed whitenineteenth
earthenwares centuries
1031 | 24 1 Animal 1 Cattle/red deer (sub-adult) Not  closely
Bone datable
1032 | 32 6 Pottery 6 Blackware, trailed slipwareSeventeenth-
bowl nineteenth
centuries
1033 | 24 1 Clay 1 Stems Eighteenth/
Pipe nineteenth
century
1034 | 46 4/A3 Pottery 37 Cistercian-type Blackware Seventeenth-
nineteenth
centuries
1036 | 46 4/A3 Coal - - Not  closely
datable
1037 | 46 4/A3 Clay 1 Five stems, two bowls Seventeentht
Pipe nineteenth
centuries
1038 | 22 1 Pottery 10 Cistercian-type ware cypkifteenth-
Blackwares, Mottled ware eighteenth
centuries
1039 | 46 4/A3 Leather 1 Shoe Seventeenth
eighteenth
century
1040 | 46 4/A3 Leather 2 Shoe sole/strap Seventeenth-
eighteenth
century
1041 | 24 1 Pottery 2 Blackwares Eighteenth/
nineteenth
century
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OR Context | Trench | Material | Count | Description Period
No
1042 | 06 1 Glass 1 Bottle Eighteenth
century
1043 | 06 1 Iron 1 Object Eighteenth/
nineteenth
century?
1044 | 06 1 Clay 1 Undecorated bowl Eighteenth
Pipe century
1045 | 48 4 Pottery 18 Trailed slipware, dark-glaze®ixteenth-
red earthenware nineteenth
centuries
1046 | 53/85 2 Pottery 4 Dark glazed red earthenware Sixteenth-
eighteenth
centuries
1047 | 56 2 Pottery 11 Nottingham-type stoneware Nineteenth
century
1048 | 56 2 Iron 1 Nail Eighteenth/
nineteenth
century
1049 | 59 3 Ceramic | 2 Decorated floor tile with inlaid Nineteenth
Building slip century
Material
1050 | 44 3 Pottery 2 Applied decorated orang&ighteenth
earthenware century
1051 | 50 2 Pottery 1 Nottingham-type stoneware Nineteenth
century
1052 | 53/85 2 Glass 1 Bottle Eighteenth
century
1053 | 71 7 Pottery 3 Pearlware, Creamware Eighteenth
nineteenth
century
1054 | 71 7 Ceramic | 16 Pantile, various small tile Eighteenth/
Building fragments nineteenth
Material century
1055 | 71 7 Industrial | 3 Slag Not  closely
Residue datable
1056 | 73 7 Ceramic | 8 Complete pantile and Nineteenth
Building fragmentary roof tiles century
Material
1057 | 73 7 Pottery 3 Reverse Cistercian-typé&ighteenth
slipware century
1058 | 06 1 Industrial | 1 Slag Not  closely
Residue datable
1059 | 06 1 Glass 1 Waste Not  close
datable
1060 | 85/53 2 Pottery 1 Yellow Ware Seventeenth
century
1061 | 87 2 Glass 3 Bottle Nineteenth
century
1062 | 89 5 Pottery 2 Midland Purple andFifteenth-
Blackware eighteenth
centuries
1064 | 108 2 Iron 19 Miscellaneous objects; nailsNineteenth
spike, loops, strip century?
1065 | 108 2 Animal 8 Cow Not  closely|
Bone datable
1066 | 108 2 Pottery 1 Brown-glazed red earthenware Nineteenth
century
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OR Context | Trench | Material | Count | Description Period
No
1067 | 111 2 Pottery 1 Metropolitan-type slipware Seventeenth
eighteenth
century
1068 | 113 2 Pottery 1 Slip-coated ware Eighteenth
century
1069 | 113 2 Iron 1 Horse bit Nineteenth
century?
1070 | 87 2 Pottery 2 Mottled Ware, Blackware Eighteenth
century
1071 | 89 5 Ceramic | 2 Tile Nineteenth
Building century?
Material
1072 | 124 A2 Pottery 2 Metropolitan-type  slipware,Seventeenth/
unglazed red earthenware eighteenth
century
1073 | 126 A2 Pottery 1 Blackware Eighteenth
century
1074 | 130 Al Pottery 2 Staffordshire Slipware,Eighteenth/
Blackware nineteenth
century
1075 | 132 Al Pottery 36 Mottled ware, Blackware, Sixteenth-
unglazed coarse rednineteenth
earthenware centuries
1076 | 132 Al Industrial | 1 Charcoal Not  closely
Residue datable
1077 | 132 Al Clay 1 Bowl Seventeenth
Pipe century
1078 | 135 Al Pottery 52 Mixed utilitarian and domesticSeventeenth-
wares nineteenth
centuries
1079 | 135 Al Clay 4 Undecorated bowls and stems  Eighteenth
Pipe nineteenth
century
1080 | 124 A2 Glass 1 Vessel Nineteenth
century
1081 | 108 2 Glass 1 Waste Not  close
datable
1082 | 85/53 2 Glass 1 Vessel Eighteenth
century
1083 | 130 Al Glass 2 Vessel Nineteenth
century
1084 | 135 Al Glass 2 Vessel Nineteenth
century
1085 | 135 Al Leather 2 Shoe Seventeenth
eighteenth
century
1086 | 135 Al Iron 1 Agricultural tool Eighteenth/
nineteenth
century
1087 | 135 Al Animal 1 Cow Not  closely
Bone datable
1088 | 143 A3 Pottery 9 Mottled ware, Blackware,Seventeenth-
glazed coarse red earthenwareiineteenth
centuries
1089 | 146 A3 Pottery 1 Slip-trailed Blackware Eighteenth
century
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OR Context | Trench | Material | Count | Description Period
No
1090 | 148 A3 Pottery 48 Blackware, glazed coarse arighteenth-
fine red earthenwares early
nineteenth
centuries
1091 | 148 A3 Glass 4 Vessel Eighteenth/
nineteenth
century
1092 | 148 A3 Animal 1 Cow Not  closely]
Bone datable
1093 | 148 A3 Clay 1 Stem Eighteenth/
Pipe nineteenth
century
1094 | 135 Al Ceramic | 1 Tile fragment Eighteenth/
Building nineteenth
Material century
1095 | 149 A3 Pottery 19 Blackware, Yellow Ware,Seventeenth-
miscellaneous annular wares| nineteenth
centuries
1096 | 135 Al Ceramic | 1 Brick Eighteenth/
Building nineteenth
Material century
1097 | 148 A3 Kaolin 1 Clay pipe waste? Seventeenthr
nineteenth
century
1098 | 149 A3 Iron 1 Unidentifiable object Not  closel
datable
1099 | 158 A3 Pottery 45 Blackware Eighteenth/
nineteenth
century
1100 | 158 A3 Glass 4 Hand-made vessel Early
eighteenth/
nineteenth
century
1101 | 158 A3 Clay 1 Stem Eighteenth/
Pipe nineteenth
century
1102 | 158 A3 Ceramic | 2 Brick Eighteenth/
Building nineteenth
Material century
1103 | 172 Al Pottery 1 Stoneware bottle Eighteenth/
nineteenth
century
1104 | 175 2 Pottery 4 Blackware Seventeenth-
nineteenth
centuries
1105 | 175 2 Wood 1 Unworked fragment used as Blot  closely
stake datable
1106 | 175 2 Pottery 1 Blackware Eighteenth/
nineteenth
century
1107 | 176 2 Pottery 3 Transfer-printed ware Eighteenth/
Pearlware nineteenth
century
1108 | 205 2 Pottery 3 Transfer-printed wareNineteenth
Pearlware century
1109 | 176 2 Wood 1 Unworked fragment used ag Blot  closely
stake datable
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OR Context | Trench | Material | Count | Description Period
No
1110 | 177 2 Pottery 6 Mottled Ware, Blackware Eighteenth
century
1111 | 182 2 Pottery 1 Blackware Eighteenth
century
1112 | 176 2 Clay 1 Stem Eighteenth/
Pipe nineteenth
century
1113 | 183 8 Pottery 3 Blackware Eighteenth
century
1114 | 183 8 Clay 1 Stem Eighteenth/
Pipe nineteenth
century
1115 | 184 Al Pottery 6 Blackware Eighteenth/
nineteenth
century
1116 | 186 Al Industrial | 1 Iron slag Not  closely
Residue datable
1117 | 186 Al Pottery 3 Blackware Seventeenth-
nineteenth
centuries
1118 | 177 2 Clay 1 Stem Nineteenth
Pipe century
1119 | 186 Al Glass 1 Vessel Nineteenth/
twentieth
century
1120 | 187 A2 Pottery 13 Blackware, glazed whiteEighteenth-
earthenware twentieth
centuries
1121 | 188 A2 Pottery 4 Metropolitan-type  slipware,Seventeenth/
Blackware eighteenth
century
1122 | 91 5 Pottery 5 Blackware Seventeenth;
nineteenth
centuries
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APPENDIX 3: METALLURGICAL RESIDUES CATALOGUE

OR
No

Context | Trench | Material | Weight

(@

Description

1058 | 06 1 Ferrous x| 12

1

Dense, rather clinkery-looking slag; possi
deep fuel contact holes on one side, parti

ble
ally

melted shale on the other, 30 x 30 x 23mm,

mixed glassy and crystalline textures.

1058 | 06 1 Ferrous 56

Slag sheet fragment with base, some
convex, and finely dimpled, suggesti
sediment contact. Upper part preserved is hig
vesicular, with large rounded vesicles, 45 x 4
30mm.

what
ng
hly
0 X

1018 | 21 1 Ferrous x| 368

5

Dense iron slag lump. Top(?) has inclusiong
ceramic and sand(stone). Base is lobate i
manner suggesting it is folded, but with fu
contact dimples probably present. Not an e
slag to identify. 95 x 80 x 55mm. Probal
smithing hearth cake deformed on extractio
but not certain.

5 of
n a
el

asy
ly
n -

1018 | 21 1 Ferrous 96

Rusty concretion fragment - all sizes
sediment up to quite large stones, some char
and rust. 70 x 70 x 40mm. Form of piece
bowl-shaped, but it is not all slag - though
might be cored on some.

of

coal
is
it

1018 | 21 1 Slag 28

Coal with attached ironstone and corrogidrx
35 x 18mm.

1018 | 21 1 Ferrous 6

Iron concretion fragment - shows orgaaits
sand bound by rust, possibly to vesicu
slag/clinker - probably a fragment broken fra
the larger 969 piece. 30 x 20 x 13mm.

lar
m

1018 | 21 1 Ferrous 6

Gravelly concretion fragment as aboveh Bt
these might just be coal residue-related. 30 X
X 8mm.

25

1024 | 24 1 Slag 18

Clinker, 43 x 40 x 30mm.

1022 | 26 5 Slagx3 | 88

Rounded slag lump broken in two. Lowant
of the sheet-like piece shows tubular vesic
Quite possibly a smithing hearth cake fragmé
but not certain. No fuel visible, 60 x 40
25mm.

D
es.
2Nt

1055 | 71 7 Slag x 3

Coke fragment broken in two, 30 x 25 s

Blw

1055 | 71 7 Slag

Dense crust of clinkery slag with small (it
melted inclusions, 20 x 17 x 8mm.

1116 | 186 Al Slagx 1 | 1205

Dense tap slag flow - appears toidig below
raised tapping area - has small splashes of
on upper wrinkled surface - possibly sugge
raking? Dense enough to be a post-medig
refining slag of some sort. Slightly maro
surface tint. Main flows on top are large, 50
35mm with up to 20 x 10mm central cavit
main slag texture has very few, if any, vesicl
95 x 125 x 80mm. The 80mm section represg
the drop of the slag onto the floor at roug
45,

slag
sts
sval
DN

X
Y,
es.
Nts

nly
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APPENDIX 4: CHARRED PLANT REMAINS

Context | Feature and Flot Flot description Plant remains Potential
date volume
mi

26 Fill of ditch 25 380 Amorphous plant - None
Late medieval remains (4), clinker (3)

coal (3), leaf fragment
1)

46 Fill of pit 45 1200 Wood (4), amorphousWPR (4) Chenopodium High
Seventeenth- plant remains (4), coalalbum, Urtica dioica,
eighteenth (2), thorns (2) Ranunculus repens,
century Rumex obtusifoliugulm

nodes, Polygonum

aviculare, Rumey
acetosa, Rubus
fructicosus, Sonchus
asper, Lapsana
communis, Corylus
avellana, Potentilla

erectatype, Polygonum

lapathifolia,  Anthemig
cotula, Rumex
acetosella, Bryophyte

fragments

57 Fill of ditch 58 500 Modern roots (4), coal- None
Late medieval (4), clinker (4), leaf

fragments (1)

57 Fill of ditch 58 200 Clinker (3), coal (4)] WPR (1) Sambucusg None
Late medieval leaf fragments nigra

57 Fill of ditch 58 150 Modern roots (4), coal- None
Late medieval (2), clinker (2),

Sycamore and birch
seeds

57 Fill of ditch 58 225 Modern roots (2) - None
Late medieval

57 Fill of ditch 58 180 Coal (4), clinker (3)) WPR (1) Sambucus None
Late medieval insect remains (1) nigra, Chenopodium

album

57 Fill of ditch 58 50 Amorphous plant - None
Late medieval remains (4), insect

remains (1), coal (3)

57 Fill of ditch 58 180 Modern roots (4), coal- None
Late medieval (3), clinker (2)

57 Fill of ditch 58 110 Modern roots (4), coal- None
Late medieval (3), clinker (2)

57 Fill of ditch 58 50 Modern roots (4), coal CPR 1) Cerealia Low
Late medieval (3), clinker (3) indeterminate

WPR (1) Sambucus
nigra
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85 Fill of pit 86 250 Amorphous plant WPR 4) Rumex| High
Seventeenth/ remains (4), earthworm obtusifolius, Galeopsis
eighteenth egg case, coal (4) tetrahit, Rumex
century acetosella, Cirsium

Urtica dioica, Carex
lenticular, Stellaria
media, Ranunculus
repenstype, Betula,
Sambucus nigra, Rumex
acetosella, Polygonum
aviculare, Corylus
avellana fragment
Chenopodium album,
large grass

116 Fill of ditch 400 Modern roots (3), bud- None
117 (1), charcoal (2), coal
Seventeenth- (2), amorphous plant
ineteenth remains (3)
centuries

124 Fill of pit 125 320 Amorphous plant WPR (1) Sambucus None
Seventeenth- remains (4), clinker (4)} nigra
nineteenth coal (4)
centuries

132 Layer130 600 Coal (3), clinker (4)] CPR (1)Avena Low
Seventeenth/ Trilete spore WPR (1) Sambucus
eighteenth nigra
century

139 Seventeenth/ 400 Modern roots (4), coal- None
eighteenth- (2), clinker (3),
century cobble metallic waste
spread

222 Fill of 150 Coal (4), clinker (3)| - None
postholel41 insect remains, modern
Seventeenth/ roots (2), earthworm
eighteenth egg cases (2)
century

143 Fill of pit 142 190 Coal (4), clinker (3)| CPR (1) Large grass High
Nineteenth wood (3), earthworm WPR 3) Rumex
century egg cases (1), Trileteacetosella, Care

spore lenticular, Urtica dioica,
Cirsium, Rubug
fructicosus, Ranunculus

Batachium-typg Prunus

sp, Rumex obtusifolius

Plants scored on a scale of 1-4, where 1 is raréd(tive items) and 4 is abundant (>100 items).
CPR= Charred plant remains, WPR = Waterlogged p&mains
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APPENDIX 5: RADIOCARBON CERTIFICATE AND CALIBRATION

RADIOCARBON DATING CERTIFICATE

14 August 2009
Laboratory Code SUERC-24686 (GU-19042)
Submitter Elizabeth Huckerby

Oxford Archaeology North
Mill 3, Moor Lane

Lancaster

LAl 1GF
Site Reference Chorlton Fold Farm
Sample Reference Sample 22 Context 132
Material Chared seed : Cereal Grain
83C relative to VPDB -24.7 %o
Radiocarbon Age BP 205 + 35

N.B. 1. The above“C age is quoted in conventional years BP (befof018D). The
error, which is expressed at the one sigma levelcarffidence, includes
components from the counting statistics on the sammodern reference
standard and blank and the random machine error.

2. The calibrated age ranges are determined from Uhwersity of Oxford
Radiocarbon Accelerator Unit calibration progranx@al3).

3. Samples with a SUERC coding are measured at tuttish Universities

For the use of Stewart Milne Homes Ltd © OA North July 2011



Radiocarbon determination

Chorlton Fold, Monton, Eccles, Greater Manchesténal Excavation Report 63

Environmental Research Centre AMS Facility and &hde quoted as such in
any reports within the scientific literature. Anyeastions directed to the
Radiocarbon Laboratory should also quote the GUngpdiven in parentheses
after the SUERC code. The contact details for thbordatory are emalil
g.cook@suerc.gla.ac.ukor Telephone 01355 270136 direct line

Calibration Plot

Atmospheric data from Reimer et al (2004);0xCall@3Bronk Ramsey (2005); cub r:5 sd:12 prob uspfghro

600BP - SUERC-24686 : 205+35BP
| 68.2% probability
1650AD (22.7%) 1680AD
400BP - 1760AD (33.2%) 1810AD
1930AD (12.3%) 1960AD
95.4% probability
200BP - AD (27.8%) 1700AD
20AD
) 1960AD
0BP -
-200BP -
\ \ \ \

1400CalAD 1600CalAD 1800CalAD 2000CalAD
Calibrated date
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ILLUSTRATIONS

LisST oF FIGURES
Figure 1: Site location

Figure 2: Plan showing the position of the evalratrenches and excavated areas,
superimposed on the footprint of the former farnidaogs

Figure 3: Chorlton Fold in the late medieval periBtlase 1 remains

Figure 4: Chorlton Fold in the seventeenth to eailyhteenth century: Phase 2
remains

Figure 5: Chorlton Fold in the mid-eighteenth tmeteenth century: Phase 3
remains

Figure 6: Chorlton Fold in the twentieth centuriraBe 4 remains
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Figure 2: Plan showing the position of the evaluation trenches and excavated areas superimposed on the footprint of the former farm buildings
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Figure 3: Chorlton Fold in the late medieval period: Phase 1 remains
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Figure 4: Chorlton Fold in the seventeenth to early eighteenth century: Phase 2 remains
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Figure 5: Chorlton Fold in the mid-eighteenth to nineteenth century: Phase 3 remains




Excavation
Area 1

s o Excavation
P Area 3

e
155 .7

./-

/ | . :
./ ‘\ 3
Excavation ]“'4154/65 R ¢
Area2 8= T T

J e\

| __ i Lineofexcavaton [ Walis 0 10m
Uncertain edge P Features B Cobbles 1:300 @ A4

Figure 6: Chorlton Fold in the twentieth century: Phase 4 remains
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