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SUMMARY

Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) were commissioned in June 2006 by Jacobs
Babtie, on behalf of the Environment Agency, to undertake an archaeological
watching brief at specified locations along the River Trent on the eastern side of
Burton-upon-Trent (from NGR SK 2620 2590 (north) to SK 2480 2150 (south)),
during groundworks undertaken for the purposes of a Flood Alleviation Scheme
(FAS). Previous archaeological investigations, including a desk-based assessment
(Jacobs Babtie 2004) and trial trenching (OA North 2006), had identified nine sites of
archaeological potential that could be affected by the proposed scheme. These
included, from north to south, Meadow Lane, Wetmore Hall Farm, Library Street,
Memorial Gardens, Burton Abbey, Green Street, Burton Technical College, and
Upper Mills Farm. However, groundwork at the Library Street and Green Street sites
were cancelled or modified, thereby not requiring any archaeological mitigation; at
Burton Abbey the archaeological mitigation took place under scheduled monument
conditions and entailed both excavation and watching brief, the results of which will
be reported separately (OA North forthcoming).

Elsewhere, the existing earthworks along Derby Road and Meadow Lane required
repair and modification to increase the bund height and width. This consisted of the
removal of topsoil by mechanical excavator along the length of the proposed bund
extension, with some deeper excavations for walls and piling, although the excavation
of unsuitable underlying material was also necessary. Consequently, the groundworks
were carried out under a permanent archaeological presence at the remaining five sites
between June and October 2006

Only one site, the Memorial Gardens, produced significant archaeological remains;
during excavations of wall foundations, five skeletons (3, 4, 7, 8 and 19) were
revealed and are most likely to be associated with an eighteenth- and nineteenth-
century burial ground immediately to the north of the site. Upon discovery, the human
remains were cleaned with minimal disturbance and recorded in situ before being
covered over. Several later post-medieval features of archaeological interest were
noted at Upper Mills Farm, including a shallow boundary ditch, 17, which had been
re-cut as ditch I; a pit or depression with accumulated material, 13; and an
insubstantial brick structure, 18. At the College Site a mid-twentieth-century garden
wall, 24, was identified as well as a modern retaining wall for redeposited rubble 32.
At Wetmore Hall Farm the only feature observed was a brick-lined cesspit, 29, which
was used during the mid-twentieth century by the present family, but may date
originally to the nineteenth century. At Wetmore Road part of a substantial
nineteenth-century building, probably an engine house, was exposed.

The impact of the FAS upon the archaeological resource will be minimal. The
significant archaeological remains comprising the inhumations at the Memorial
Gardens will be protected from the development by raising the levels of construction.
Elsewhere, across most sites only the upper topsoil deposits were stripped, with little
or no disturbance of any subsoil and, therefore, of any potential below ground
archaeological remains. Those archaeological features or deposits that were identified
during the watching brief relate to later post-medieval recent local land use and have
been adequately recorded as part of the present scheme of works.

For Jacobs Babtie, on behalf of the Environment Agency © OA North: April 2007
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1

1.1.3

1.2

1.2.1

CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

Jacobs Babtie, on behalf of the Environment Agency, commissioned Oxford
Archaeology North (OA North) to undertake a programme of archaeological
watching brief during groundworks associated with the Burton-upon-Trent
Flood Alleviation Scheme (FAS). The aim of the scheme was to repair and
strengthen the existing flood defences along the River Trent, to the east of the
town of Burton-upon-Trent, Staffordshire (from NGR SK 2620 2590 to SK
2480 2150; Fig 1), by increasing the bund height and width, as well as the
construction of new bunds. The groundworks consisted mainly of topsoil
stripping with some removal of unsuitable underlying deposits, together with
some deeper excavations for walls and piling.

Previous archaeological investigations, including an archaeological desk-based
assessment undertaken for the scheme (Jacobs Babtie 2004) and subsequent
trial trenching along Derby Road and Meadow Lane (OA North 2006),
identified nine areas of archaeological potential that may be impacted upon by
the scheme (Figs 2a and 2b). These nine sites comprised, from north to south:
Meadow Lane (SK 2630 2600), possibly on the course of Roman Ryknild
Street; Wetmore Hall Farm (SK 2570 2500), where aerial photography has
identified the presence of a number of cropmarks of possible prehistoric and
Roman date; Wetmore Road (SK 2540 2360), close to Nether Hall; Burton-
upon-Trent Library (SK 2530 2280); the Memorial Gardens (SK 2490 2260),
where there was a known burial ground; Burton Abbey (SK 2510 2270), a
medieval foundation; Green Street (SK 2470 2230); Burton Technical College
(SK 2500 2260) where there were numerous listed buildings in close
proximity; and Upper Mills Farm (SK 2460 2160), near to which had been
found a number of Roman remains and also the former site of a post-medieval
colour mill. However, work at the Library and Green Street sites were
cancelled or modified, thereby not requiring an archaeological presence. At
Burton Abbey, mitigation carried out under scheduled monument conditions
comprised an excavation and watching brief; the results, therefore, will be
reported separately (OA North forthcoming).

The watching brief at the five remaining sites was undertaken in accordance
with the requirements detailed in a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI)
produced by Jacobs Babtie (Appendix 1) and was carried out between June and
October 2006. This report details the results of the fieldwork.

LOCATION, GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

The town of Burton-upon-Trent, Staffordshire, lies approximately 16km
south-west of Derby, 32km east of Stafford and is located at the narrowest
point of the Trent valley, with the Needwood plateau on the west, and the
South Derbyshire plateau to the east. The town centre sits to the west of the
floodplain on a terrace consisting of a variety of fluvio-glacial, periglacial and

For Jacobs Babtie, on behalf of the Environment Agency © OA North: April 2007
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1.3

1.3.1

1.3.2

1.3.3

river deposits, mainly gravels and sands, which overly basal Triassic (251 to
210 million years ago) mudstones and outcrops of Permian Old Red Sandstone
(298 to 251 million years ago) and Triassic New Red Sandstone (Institute of
Geological Sciences, 1979). There is a substantial contrast between the sandy-
loam on the river terraces and the clay-loam of the floodplains, which has
influenced settlement patterns and land use, with extensive areas of arable land
within low hedges and few hedgerow trees (Countryside Commission 1998,
103). Further to the west is the Trent and Mersey Canal, from here the land
rises to Shobnall Grange, before ascending sharply to an escarpment at 61m
OD. To the east the land rises to a height of 122m OD, where Ashby Road
passes into Derbyshire (Jacobs Babtie 2004).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Introduction: a desk-based assessment undertaken by Jacobs Babtie (2004)
has already investigated the historical and archaeological background of the
area to be affected by the FAS. The following is intended only as a summary
of the information from that document, together with any additional
information from the recent fieldwork programme (OA North 2006) in order
to provide an archaeological and historical context for the results of the
present fieldwork.

Prehistoric period: evidence for human activity during the Mesolithic around
Burton-upon-Trent is scarce, although chance finds of flints, and a burial of a
female on an elevated platform beside the river Trent at Branston are thought
to date from this period and indicate activity in the locale (ibid). During the
Early Bronze Age burial activity seems to have concentrated on the river
terraces but it is not until the Late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age that
settlement remains have been identified, exemplified by that to the south of
Catholme Farm. Probable Bronze Age objects have been recovered north of
Burton and there seems to have been an Iron Age cremation cemetery south of
Stretton village (ibid). Cropmarks, including boundaries and pit alignments
located to the north of Wetmore Farm and close to the watching brief area,
may be prehistoric in origin.

Roman period: the course of the Roman road known as Ryknild Street follows
Derby Road, immediately to the north-west of the FAS, and runs through the
Meadow Lane site. The Roman Road ran diagonally through the later parish of
Burton, linking Wall, near Lichfield, and the fort at Little Chester, near Derby.
This road at Meadow Lane was targeted during trial trenching (OA North
2006), but the evaluation found only made ground containing mortar, brick,
concrete and metal, believed to be associated with the construction of the
existing flood defences. Whilst it is possible that later disturbance/truncation
has removed all evidence of the road, it is also possible that the road may have
been positioned outside the bounds of the trench and, therefore, could not be
located (ibid). Chance finds of Roman date within, or close to, the watching
brief area include a key, a ‘weapon’ and mortaria fragments from Branston
Road, close to Upper Mills Farm (ibid). Spurious documentary sources
suggest the existence of a Roman fort at Branston, south of Burton, deriving
from a Roman settlement in an area called ‘Ad Trivonam’ (Jacobs Babtie

For Jacobs Babtie, on behalf of the Environment Agency © OA North: April 2007
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1.3.4

1.35

1.3.6

1.3.7

2004). At Clay Mills, in Stretton, a first- or early second-century AD bronze
torc was recovered, whilst within the Burton area Romano-British settlements
were located at Stapenhill and Catholme, both of which may have continued to
exist in the early Anglo-Saxon period (ibid).

Early medieval period: after the end of Roman administration in the early fifth
century AD, Britain devolved into a series of small kingdoms with tribal
origins that developed under a number of internal and external cultural
influences; by the early seventh century the powerful Anglian kingdom of
Mercia enveloped most of the Midlands. During the 660s, several monasteries
or minsters were established in Mercia by Bishop Wilfred of York, probably
including one at Burton. Andresey, or ‘Andrew’s Isle’, an island in the River
Trent, was named after its church dedicated to St Andrew, reputedly built by
St Modwen, who gave her name to the early medieval settlement at Burton:
‘Mudwennstow’ (Modwen’s holy place). The present name of Burton, coined
in the eighth century, refers to a fortified settlement and may have been
focussed on the Stapenhill bank of the Trent, where Modwen is supposed to
have built a second church, an (albeit interrupted) antecedent of the present
parish church (ibid; Roe 2002). Burton’s Benedictine Abbey is thought to have
been founded by Wulfric Spot, Earl of Mercia, around the turn of the eleventh
century (Jacobs Babtie 2004).

Medieval period: the abbey had an important influence on the development of
Burton and its surroundings, with granges at Bond End and Shobnall, on the
edge of town (ibid). Surveys of the early twelfth century show that
smallholdings had been created in the outlying settlements (Branston, Stretton,
Wetmore, and Winshill) and in Burton itself (ibid). The abbey also played a
significant role in the English cloth trade and, in the 1340s, the abbey acquired
a fulling mill on the Trent (ibid).

Post-medieval period: the reformation saw control of Burton transferred from
ecclesiastical to secular hands. The site of the college and all its lands,
including the manor of Burton, were duly granted to the Paget family in
January 1546 (ibid). The textile trade, then the main industry in Burton,
expanded in the second half of the sixteenth century, with the existing
medieval fulling mill on the River Trent supplemented by two new ones, built
in the mid-1550s and 1574. The town’s strategic position and lack of defences
meant that the English Civil War had a severe impact on the town and its
industries and, by 1700, the fulling mills were in poor repair, and shortly
thereafter all three ceased cloth production (ibid).

Economic revival was stimulated in the early 1710s when the Trent was made
navigable for boats, allowing the town to become a nodal point for trade and
encouraging riverside development (ibid). The transport network was also a
significant factor in the expansion of the brewing industry, which had
developed as a result of the local mineral-rich groundwater; by 1880 there
were 30 breweries in the town, although now only five survive. Mills of
various types were located along the Trent, including the colour mill, close to
the Upper Mills Farm watching brief site. This now demolished mill, which
apparently used water power to grind pigments, is shown on Spooner’s map of

For Jacobs Babtie, on behalf of the Environment Agency © OA North: April 2007
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1857, but is recorded as ‘disused’ on the first edition Ordnance Survey map of
1884 (op cit, 25)

For Jacobs Babtie, on behalf of the Environment Agency © OA North: April 2007
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1

2.2

221

222

223

224

225

2.2.6

PROJECT DESIGN

The OA North project design (Appendix 2), produced to meet the requirements
of the Jacobs Babtie Written scheme of Investigation (Appendix 1), was
adhered to in full, and the work was consistent with the relevant standards and
procedures of the Institute of Field Archaeologists, and generally accepted best
practice.

WATCHING BRIEF

The groundworks undertaken at six separate sites along the Trent (Figs 2a and
2b) required an archaeological watching brief for the purposes of repairing or
modifying the existing flood defences. All topsoil stripping and/or removal of
overburden was undertaken mechanically. Any soil horizons exposed were
examined and all archaeological features and finds identified and recorded.
The exact configuration of groundworks varied from site to site, as follows:

Meadow Lane Farm (Fig 3): a mechanical excavator was used to strip the
topsoil and modern overburden from the south side of the existing bund; these
works were undertaken prior to the arrival of the archaeologist, whom was
able to inspect the exposed soil horizons.

Wetmore Hall Farm (Fig 4): a topsoil strip was undertaken of an area to the
north and east of Wetmore Hall Farm. A bulldozer was used to remove the
upper deposits of topsoil, while a 360° mechanical excavator followed on
behind removing the final inches of material to facilitate visibility.

Memorial Gardens (Fig 5): a small three-ton mechanical excavator fitted with
a 0.5m wide toothed bucket was used to open up the area around the existing
boundary wall. Once the concrete foundations were exposed (measuring 0.4m
depth and 0.65m width) a hydraulic breaker, fitted to the excavator, was used
to remove the remains of the wall (Phases 1 and 2). The foundations became
shallower and wider (0.25m depth and 1.4m wide) enabling a mini-digger to
lift the foundations with little or no prior excavation to expose them (Phase 3-
5).

College Site (Fig 6): a five-ton excavator fitted with a 2m wide ditching
bucket was used to strip an area of topsoil, ¢ 4m wide by ¢ 0.3m deep, from
the existing earthwork bund. A small trench measuring 0.35m in width and
0.2m in depth was excavated into the bund for the installation of an electricity
conduit. The final phase required a small tracked excavator fitted with a 0.8m
wide ditching bucket to grub up six tree stumps and excavate a narrow trench
along the line of the bund.

Upper Mills Farm (wetland scrapes) (Fig 7): the site was divided into five
fields. Two bulldozers were used to removed the upper deposits of topsoil and
a 360° mechanical excavator followed behind, stripping remaining topsoil and

For Jacobs Babtie, on behalf of the Environment Agency © OA North: April 2007
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2.2.7

2.2.8

23

2.3.1

24

24.1

subsoil down to the natural clay geology, although visibility was much
reduced.

Wetmore Road (Fig 8): although the area was not part of the original WSI
(Appendix 1), minor groundworks off the Wetmore Road, on the immediate
western side of the river Trent, exposed some sections of archaeological
structural remains and deposits. These remains were recorded as though the
area was subject to watching brief conditions.

Recording: recording was by means of OA North’s standard context recording
system, with trench records and supporting registers and indices. The site
archive included both a photographic record and accurate large-scale plans and
sections at an appropriate scale. A full and detailed photographic record of
individual contexts was maintained and, similarly, general views from
standard viewpoints of the overall site at all stages of the evaluation were
generated. Photograph records were maintained on pro-forma sheets.

FINDS

All exposed finds were lifted, cleaned and bagged in accordance with the
United Kingdom Institute for Conservation (UKIC) First Aid For Finds, 1998
(new edition). All identified finds and artefacts were retained from all material
classes; these were hand collected from stratified deposits for processing and
assessment.

ARCHIVE

A full professional archive has been compiled in accordance with current IFA
and English Heritage guidelines (English Heritage 1991). The archive will be
deposited in the Potteries Museum and Art Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent, with a
copy of the report being submitted to the Staffordshire Historic Environment
Record (HER).

For Jacobs Babtie, on behalf of the Environment Agency © OA North: April 2007
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3. FIELDWORK RESULTS

31

3.2

3.2.1

3.3

3.3.1

332

INTRODUCTION

The results of the watching brief undertaken during the groundworks for the
FAS are presented below by site, from north to south (Figs 3-8). The contexts
are listed in Appendix 3, with details of the human remains encountered at the
Memorial Gardens presented in Appendix 4. The finds are discussed in Section
3.8 and a detailed list provided in Appendix 5.

MEADOW LANE

Prior to an archaeologist arriving on site, a 2m wide strip for the new bund,
together with a 1.2m deep pit at the western end of the strip, had been
excavated (Fig 3). This pit had flooded and, whilst complete recording was not
possible, an examination of the excavated material showed this to consist of
large quantities of nineteenth- and twentieth-century fuel ash, brick fragments
and heavy hydrocarbon contamination, which correlates with the results of
trial trenching undertaken previously (OA North 2006). It appeared as though
this pit had been used by the occupants of the farm as a convenient dumping
site.

WETMORE HALL FARM

Approximately 0.2m of topsoil was removed, although the natural geology
was rarely exposed and there was thus little opportunity to observe features of
archaeological interest (Fig 4; Plate 1). To the west of the stripped area, much
of the exposed material comprised made ground consisting of modern building
rubble likely to be associated with the construction of the nearby housing
estate. The topsoil, 35, comprised dark brown humic sandy silt with <10%
building debris, including brick, metal, ceramics and plastic. The natural
geology, 36, was an orange/brown silty clay with discrete deposits of glacial
sand and gravel throughout.

In the north-east corner of the site (Fig 4) a small brick-lined cesspit, 29, was
observed (Plates 2 and 3). It was aligned east/west and measured 2m x 1.25m,
reaching an internal depth of 1m. It was constructed from mortar-bonded
handmade bricks. A slot cut through the western end revealed that is was ten
courses deep, and the walls two skins thick. An inflow/outflow pipe was noted
in the western wall, and may well be duplicated in the eastern wall. The upper
fill, probably a deliberate backfill, comprised an orange/red iron-stained silt
matrix, with 60% medium to large iron slag inclusions, 30. The lower deposit,
most likely relating to the structure’s original function as a cesspit, was a
brownish-orange gritty silt with occasional small fragments of iron slag, 31.
Deposit 31. Discussions with the farmer revealed that the cesspit had been
used by his family in the mid-twentieth century; it is unlikely that the structure
pre-dates the nineteenth century.

For Jacobs Babtie, on behalf of the Environment Agency © OA North: April 2007



Burton-Upon-Trent Flood Alleviation Scheme, Staffordshire: Archaeological Watching Brief 12

34

34.1

342

343

344

345

MEMORIAL GARDENS

Phase 1 (Fig 5): the exposure of 5Sm of foundations for the existing garden
wall, 0.65m wide by 0.4m deep, was observed. The material within the
foundation cut was most likely backfill from the original construction cut, and
comprised light brown sandy silt heavily disturbed by plant and animal
activity; no finds were recovered. The wall was then dismantled and removed,
but no features of archaeological significance were identified.

Phase 2 (Fig 5): a 30m section of foundation for the existing garden wall,
1.4m wide by 0.25m deep, was removed, with a 1.1m square trench machine-
excavated to the north. There had been little disturbance during the
construction of the wall, and similar stratigraphy was observed behind the wall
and within the trench. The lowest observed deposit comprised 0.1m of
compact dark brownish-grey clay, which was overlain by a 0.08m thick
deposit of compact back clinker, itself overlain by a 0.17m thickness of firm
yellow sandy clay, lying beneath the 0.1m deep light brown sandy silt topsoil.
No finds or archaeological features were observed.

Phase 3 (Fig 5): the excavation of foundations for a new garden wall involved
the removal of loose gravely topsoil and subsoil deposits of dark brown humic
clay and red/brown sandy clay. This revealed two east/west aligned graves, 3
and 4, containing skeletons 5 and 6, respectively (Plate 4). These were cleaned
and recorded, but were left in situ. A further two graves, 7 and 8, containing
skeletons 10 and 12, respectively, were discovered approximately 27m to the
west (Plate 5). Graves 7 and 8 measured 1.1m x 0.73m and 0.75m x 0.3m
respectively, and both were backfilled with red/brown loose clayey sands with
¢ 12% inclusions of disarticulated human bone, 9 and 11 respectively. Again,
these graves were cleaned and recorded in situ before being covered over. No
finds or dating evidence were recovered from any of the graves.

Phase 4 (Fig 5): essentially a continuation of the Phase 3 foundation trench,
excavation of a 40m stretch revealed a 0.5m thickness of paving slabs above
concrete in the northern half of the trench, with topsoil and a light yellow-
brown sandy clay subsoil to the south. Towards the eastern end of the trench
this subsoil contained 15% building debris, whilst that at the western end
contained localised deposits of clinker and building material up to 0.7m deep.
Towards the southern limit of the trench a brick-lined grave, 19, was exposed
(Plate 6). Within the trench the grave measured 1.2m x 0.8m and was lined
with mortar-bonded unfrogged bricks and capped with stone slabs: several
coffin fragments were also observed, together with a shield-like coffin plate.
As in Phase 3, the grave was recorded and left in sifu.

Phase 5 (Fig 5): during the excavation of a 6.2m water sump (Plate 7), a
sandstone and brick wall was revealed, as well as two service trenches. The
wall, for which no sign of a construction cut was observed, ran north-
east/south-west, before returning north-west/south-east as part of the existing
Memorial Gardens wall. The underlying deposits comprised red/brown sandy
silt to a depth of 1.76m, which to the north-east of the wall was overlain by
layers of black clinker, white mortar and tarmac.

For Jacobs Babtie, on behalf of the Environment Agency © OA North: April 2007
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3.5

3.5.1

352

3.6

3.6.1

3.6.2

3.6.3

3.6.4

COLLEGE SITE

Approximately a 0.3m depth of material was removed during groundworks in
this area (Fig 6). Removal of dark grey fine sandy silt and clay topsoil, 27,
overlying the existing flood defence bund, 26, revealed the composition of this
feature to consist of mid-orange/grey redeposited clay with inclusions of
rubble and coal fragments, 28. One possible garden feature, 24, was identified
cutting into the bund near the north-eastern end of the trench and consisted of
a single course sandstone footing measuring 3.3m x 0.3m. A modern storm
drain was also located during the final phase of the topsoil removal.

The grubbing-up of six tree stumps and the excavation of a trench, following a
proposed piling line, were undertaken during a permanent archaeological
presence, to the east of the College (Fig 6). Tree grubbing to a depth of 0.5m
indicated that the ground had been recently made-up, and the subsequent
excavation of the piling trench confirmed this. A 1.5m long section of a 0.5m
wide east/west aligned stone wall, 32, was revealed within the trench and was
seen to be abutted by the existing brick wall (Plate 8). Wall 32 survived to a
height of 0.75m and comprised brick, stone rubble and mortar foundations
capped with reused sandstone blocks. No construction cut was identified, and
the wall was probably constructed to help retain the surrounding made ground.

UPPER MILLS FARM (FIG 7)

Field 1: only the first few inches of light brown sandy-silt topsoil were
removed, occasionally exposing the light yellowish-orange sandy clay natural.
Although bricks and post-medieval pottery were observed in the topsoil, no
features of archaeological significance were identified.

Field 2: again archaeological visibility was low due to the insufficient removal
of topsoil, within which the occasional fragment of post-medieval brick and
pottery was observed. No features of archaeological significance were
identified, although some north-east/south-west aligned field drains were
observed running from Field 3

Field 3: topsoil comprised a light brown sandy silt, and natural a light
yellowish-orange sandy clay. Modern land drains were observed running
north-east/south-west, although no features of archaeological significance
were identified or finds recovered.

Field 4: the topsoil consisted of a dark brown clay silt approximately 0.3m in
depth, while the natural drift geology was a light pinkish-brown sandy clay. A
ditch was observed running north-west/south-east next to a hedge boundary,
and was probably recently backfilled, as the upper fill contained plastic and
building rubble. In the western part of the field the truncated remains of an
insubstantial brick structure, 18, were exposed across an area measuring
approximately 11.3m by 1.3m (Plate 12). Aligned north/south with a western
return, the surviving structure consisted of two skins of unbonded handmade
bricks.
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Field 5: topsoil comprised a light brown sandy silt, while natural geology was
a light brown sandy clay. Fragments of post-medieval pottery were found in
the topsoil and, in the north-east corner of the field a brick-filled ceramic drain
was observed whilst a modern land drain was identified running east/west
across the field. An east/west aligned ditch, I, was identified in the south-
eastern part of the field (Plates 10 and 11). It measured over 60m long and was
1.4m wide, with slightly concave sides and base. The ditch entered the
stripped area from the east before turning northwards towards the centre of the
field (Fig 7). Ditch I was a re-cut of an earlier ditch, 17, which was filled with
a patchy dark grey/brown loose silty sand, 15, which contained frequent
fragments of rubble, ceramics and ash (Plates 10 and 11). At the northern
extent of Field 5, a possible pit, 13, was recorded. Irregularly sub-rectangular
in form, this feature could represent the accumulation of relatively modern
material in a depression.

WETMORE ROAD

Minor groundworks comprising the excavation of a trench 3.5m wide had
taken place adjacent to the canal wall (Fig 8). These exposed what appeared to
be part of a nineteenth-century engine house, constructed from handmade
bricks. It was a necessarily sturdy construction at five skins (0.6m) thick. Two
cast iron steam pipes had been exposed alongside deposits of fuel ash, which
had backfilled the bays formed by the walls.

FINDS

Qunantificarron. in total, 22 finds were recovered during the watching brief.
The assemblage is characterised and assessed for potential for further analysis
below; a catalogue of the finds is presented in Appendix 5.

Post-medieval pottery: seventeen fragments of pottery, all of post-medieval
date, were retrieved from the site. Ditch fill 2, from Upper Mills Farm,
produced four sherds in total, including two fragments of brown-glazed buff-
coloured earthenware of roughly eighteenth-century date. Two sherds from
dump deposit 15 at the same site were more broadly dated to the eighteenth to
twentieth centuries. At the College site seven fragments of a fine nineteenth-
to early twentieth-century transfer-printed creamware plate and two sherds of
eighteenth- to nineteenth-century blackware were recovered from bund make-
up 28.

Glass: a single modern bottle (possibly for tabasco/brown sauce) was
recovered from the make-up of bund 28.

Clay pipe: four clay pipe fragments were recovered from two contexts. Ditch
fill 2 produced a single bowl with rouletted decoration at the rim, dating from
the last quarter of the seventeenth century to the first quarter of the eighteenth.
Deposit 15 produced three fragments comprising a piece of stem and a
complete undecorated bowl/part stem with an impressed maker’s mark,
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together with a press mould-decorated bowl fragment of broadly eighteenth-
century date

3.8.5 Assessment: although none of the finds derived from primary contexts, they
are at least of some use in providing some dating information for the contexts
from which they were recovered and for providing more general dating
evidence for activity in the wider area. However, the small size of the
assemblage together with its provenience, means that it has no potential for
further analysis.
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