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SUMMARY

Seddon Construction Ltd is to carry out the redswelent of land at Hopes Carr in
Stockport (centred on NGR SJ 8912 90262). Thew#s occupied formerly by a
number of industrial premises, the archaeologiogbdrtance of which has been
highlighted in a desk-based assessment of théhsitevas produced by the University
of Manchester Archaeological Unit in 2004.

In order to secure archaeological interests, thenGo Archaeologist for Greater
Manchester, who provides planning advice for StockpgMetropolitan Borough
Council, recommended that a programme of archaaalbpvestigation was carried
out in advance of development. In particular, iswacommended that the footprint of
an eighteenth-century textile factory that is liste a document of 1785 as forming
part of the Carr Mill complex was targeted for u#ive investigation, and the remains
of extant walls and associated structures wereestlp measured survey. In March
2011, Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) was comsgioned by Seddon
Construction Ltd to carry out the required scherhavorks. The precise scope of
works was specified in a Project Design that wassagel by OA North, and approved
by the County Archaeologist for Greater Manchester.

The results obtained from the evaluation trench afestrated that some buried
remains of archaeological interest do survive andite at a depth of approximately
1m beneath the modern ground surface. In particstarctural remains that are likely
to represent part of a late eighteenth-centurydingl were encountered, although
these were rather fragmentary and there was novswvevidence for internal
features, fixtures or fittings. Nevertheless, itlikely that any deep earth-moving
works associated with the proposed developmentdvoave a negative impact on the
buried archaeological resource, which would neeletanitigated by an appropriate
scheme of further archaeological investigation. Eeer, current design proposals do
not require deep earth-moving works in this parttted site, and thus any buried
remains would remain preserviedsitu.

The evaluation trenching was coupled with a meakstevey of the above-ground
structural remains that survive across the sites€&hrepresent several phases in the
development of the site, although they are domahhtetwentieth-century fabric. The
structural remains are again fragmentary, andicéstr largely to external walls with
little evidence for internal features or for indigst processes that were carried out in
the buildings. It is considered that the measunadey has provided an adequate
record of the structural remains to mitigate théiimate loss if necessitated by the
proposed development of the site.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011



Hopes Carr, Stockport: Archaeological Investigation 3

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) is grateful twVill Paul of Seddon

Construction Ltd for commissioning and supportihg froject. OA North is also
grateful to Norman Redhead, the County ArchaeoldgisGreater Manchester, for
his advice and consultation.

The building survey and evaluation was undertakeGtaham Mottershead and Phil
Cooke. The report was written by Graham Mottershea the drawings were
prepared by Mark Tidmarsh. The report was editedliary Miller, who was also

responsible for project management.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011



Hopes Carr, Stockport: Archaeological Investigation 4

1. INTRODUCTION

11

111

1.1.2

1.13
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1.2.1

1.2.2

CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PROJECT

Seddon Construction Ltd is to carry out the redswelent of land at Hopes
Carr in Stockport. The site was occupied formenyabnumber of industrial
premises, the archaeological importance of which I@en highlighted in a
desk-based assessment of the site that was produ2604 by the University
of Manchester Archaeological Unit (UMAU 2004). Theport concluded that
the site merited further archaeological investwatiin advance of
development.

In order to secure archaeological interests, then@o Archaeologist for
Greater Manchester, who provides planning advicé&ftockport Metropolitan
Borough Council, recommended that an archaeologinadstigation should
be focused in the north-western part of the devet area prior to
development. In particular, it was recommended that footprint of an
eighteenth-century textile factory that is listed a document of 1785 as
forming part of the Carr Mill complex was targeted intrusive investigation,
and the remains of extant walls and associatedtates that have been made
accessible by recent demolition activity should safbject to a measured
survey.

In March 2011, Oxford Archaeology North (OA Nortlias commissioned by

Seddon Construction Ltd to carry out the requiredeme of works. The

precise scope of works was specified in a Projexgigh that was devised by
OA North in April 2011 Appendix )], and approved by the County
Archaeologist for Greater Manchester.

SITELOCATION

The site (centred on NGR SJ 89812 90262) lies erstluth-eastern fringe of
Stockport town centre (Fig 1). It is bounded to tlogth by Wellington Street,

to the east by Hopes Carr, to the south by LowersCand to the east by the
Hempshaw Brook (Plate 1).

Until recently, the study area was of mixed usenpasing industrial and

commercial premises, offices and housing, togethtr areas of car-parking.
However, a series of devastating fires on theisigD06 rendered many of the
buildings unsafe, necessitating their demolition2@07. In 2009, another
devastating fire resulted in the demolition of Lov@arr Mill (Plate 2).

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011
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Plate 2: Lower Carr Mill immediately after a firaubprior to demolition in 2009

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011
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2. METHODOLOGY

21

211

2.1.2

2.1.3

214

2.1.5

2.2
221

2.2.2

BUILDING SURVEY

A survey of the extant walls and features in thetmwestern part of the
development site was carried out. This compriseccttmpilation of measured
plan drawings and elevations, together with a piagehic and a written
descriptive record, consistent with an English tége Level ll-type survey.
The survey was focussed on identifying and recgréwvidence of phasing, or
which related to past mill activity, such as evidefor blocking, repair, joints,
fittings and fixtures, power and processing, ang &ehitectural features.

All work was carried out in accordance with the jBcb Design Appendix 1},
and was consistent with the relevant standardgemckdures provided by the
Institute for Archaeologists (IfA), and generallycapted best practice.

Photographic Survey: a photographic archive of all the buildings was
compiled, consisting of both general and detaibe@réor photographs, which
were captured using both digital and black and evBEmm formats. General
photographs of the interior elevations were algeravhere possible in digital
and 35mm format.

Site Drawings: measured survey drawings were produced by REDMegur

These drawings include a plan of the surviving dtrial elements in the
north-western part of the Scheme Area. These haea lannotated to show
the form and location of any structural featureisforic significance

Interpretation and Analysis: a visual inspection of the exterior of the building
was undertaken and a description maintained toigingleritage (2006) Level
Il. These records are essentially descriptive, @ogide a systematic account
of the origin, development and use of the building.

EVALUATION TRENCHING

A single trench, measuring 13.8 x 1.8m, was exeavatcross the north-
western end of the early factory block, as depicted Plot 1b in the
Archaeological Desk-based Assessment (UMAU 2004y annotated as a
warehouse on the Ordnance Survey map of 1849.

The trench was aligned broadly north-east/south;veesl was placed at the
lowest point of the existing ground level, adjacenthe culvert that channels
the Carr Brook (Fig 2). Excavation of the moderrouyd surface was
undertaken by a machine of appropriate power usingothless ditching

bucket to the top of the first significant archagptal level. The work was
supervised closely by a suitably experienced awalbgest. Thereafter, all

archaeological deposits were cleaned manually timel¢heir extent, nature,
form and, where possible, date.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011
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2.3 ARCHIVE

2.3.1 A full archive of the work has been prepared torafgssional standard in
accordance with current English Heritage guidelid®®1) and th&uidelines
for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Loiigrm StoraggUKIC
1990). The archive will be deposited with the Spmok Museum on

completion of the project. In addition, a copy bé treport will be forwarded
to the County Historic Environment Record (HER).

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011
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3. BACKGROUND

31

3.1.1

3.2
3.2.1

3.2.2

INTRODUCTION

An understanding of the historical background o$i®@ provides the local
context within which the extant structures can bseased archaeologically.
The following section provides a summarised chrogiglal account of the
development of the study area, and has been cairpiigely from a detailed
desk-based assessment of the site that was produ@ad4 (UMAU 2004),
and the sequence of available historic maps.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF HOPES CARR

Hopes Carr was the second place in Stockport tatseestablishment of a
silk mill, with a factory being built on the sitbartly after 1759 and expanded
in 1765 (Hadfield 1934-5). The mill changed hanegesal of times between
1759 and 1781, at which time the decline of th& gidustry led to the

conversion of the mill for cotton production (Ashracl975). By 1799, the
property was in the hands of Thomas Hope, givisg tb the name Hopes
Carr, by which time three mills had been estabtisbe the site, the Lower,
Middle and Upper Carr Mills (UMAU 2004).

One of the earliest detailed maps of the areaaspglhoduced by Thornton in
1824 (Plate 3). This shows a small L-shaped buildin the western bank of
the Hempshaw Brook that may have been the origsill mill complex
(UMAU 2004), and the larger Lower, Middle and Upg&arr Mills situated a
short distance to the south. Of these mills, oy site of the L-shaped
building lies within the present study area.

Plate 3: Extract from Thornton’s map of 1824, wattnow marking the original silk mill

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011
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3.2.3

3.2.4

It is considered likely that the L-shaped buildiwgs of a late eighteenth-
century date, as a list from 1785 describes a Stoeey warehouse with a
single-storey factory block that formed part of treginal Carr Mills (UMAU
2004). A building annotated as a warehouse is tigpim the same location
on the Ordnance Survey map of 1851 (Plate 4). abesirate map shows the
building as a north-west/south-east-aligned linearge, rather than an L-
shaped building, seemingly comprising two blocksuokqual size with a
narrower structure linking the two. A detached squstructure close to the
north-western corner of the building may represechimney, although it is
not labelled. It is uncertain whether this is theng building that was surveyed
by Thornton in 1824, or a complete replacement.
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Plate 4: Extract from the Ordnance Survey map &118

By 1872 the warehouse shown on the Ordnance Sunegyof 1851 had been
replaced by a larger hat manufactory, listed asrigghg to F Woodhams and
then taken over in 1874 by MacQueen, Battersby Medd, who held the
property until the 1880s (UMAU 2004). The layout tife new factory

complex is shown on the Ordnance Survey map of 1®88th shows a dense
group of buildings occupying the site (Plate 5)eTgrincipal block lies in the
centre of the group and, in contrast to the ealiglding, is aligned north-

east/south-west, suggesting that is representeningplete redevelopment of
this part of the site. A similar configuration otilaings is shown on the
subsequent edition of Ordnance Survey mapping,iwivas surveyed in 1907
and published in 1910. This map annotates the iposibf a chimney,

occupying the north-western corner of the maindiacblock.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011
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3.25

3.2.6

Plate 5: Extract from the Ordnance Survey map &518

The next edition of Ordnance Survey mapping, swdeyn 1917 and
published in 1922, shows the south-western rangexte been modified and
extended, with some of the smaller ancillary stitees having seemingly been
demolished (Fig 5). Further remodelling had beemiexh out by the time of
the next edition of Ordnance Survey mapping, phblis in1934, which
principally involved the addition of a new rectatgurange adjacent and
parallel to Hopes Catr.

The site had been extensively remodelled for usgnasngineering works by
1960. It appears that the works had gone out of msel975, and was
described at that date as a three-storey mill,t bailbrick, with a square-
section chimney at the south and a two-storey mgldo the east (Ashmore
1975). The two-storey building was described by Migiit in 1996 as a range
for hat finishing and trimming, and was said to éaa@ingle-storey sheds to the
rear (McKnight 1996). The ‘L’-shaped block on thest and south sides of
the complex was described in 2004 as having a tor@g elevation on Hopes
Carr and a three-storey elevation on Lower Carrghike-storey east/west-
aligned range descended to Hempshaw Brook, andh@rsduth-east was a
single-storey range with a four ridge saw-toothf r@arowsmith 2004). The
complex was demolished between 2004 and 2009 witewafragmentary
standing walls lefin situaround the boundary of the complex.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011
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4. SUMMARY OF RESULTS

4.1 INTRODUCTION

4.1.1 The archaeological investigation of Hopes €Camprised the excavation of a
single evaluation trench, and a measured surveyl dfie surviving structural
remains. The following section summarises the tesilitained from the work.

4.2 EVALUATION TRENCHING

4.2.1 A 13.98m long trench was excavated across the fiobtpf the north-western
end of the original eighteenth-century warehousedfy building. The trench
was aligned north-east/south-west, and was exahvata maximum depth of
2.7m. A layer 7) of red clay, almost certainly representing theurs
geology, was exposed at a deptlc@.1m below the modern ground surface.
The natural clay was overlain in the central parthe trench by a deposit of
sand and graveby, which is also likely to have been of naturabori

4.2.2 The natural geology was cut by a wdlD), which was aligned north-north-
west/south-south-east across the central parteotrdnch. Walll0 was two
brick-courses wide, and survived to a height ofrl,.8vith the upper course
being exposed at a depth ofL.5m below the modern ground surface. The
base of the wall comprised a single offset fourmdatourse (Plate 6). The
wall was composed of hand-made bricks, which wai@ in stretcher bond
and set in a lime-based mortar, indicative of @htsenth- or early nineteenth-
century construction date. The wall appeared teeHasen terraced into the
natural slope, as excavation revealed the natucaingl level to be at a lower
level on the northern side of the wall.

Plate 6: The south-west-facing elevation of vifll

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011
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4.2.3 The remains of a structurd®)(of similar fabric were exposed at the south-
western end of the excavated trench. This comprisedcourses of hand-
made bricks, bonded with a lime-based mortar, fogma circular structure
with an estimated diameter of 2.4m (Fig 4). Street8 survived to a
maximum height of 1.8m, and was filled with a loakposit of rubble in a
dark grey ash matrixll). The form of structur®, and the nature of its fill,
was reminiscent of a chimney.

4.2.4 Situated 2.77m to the south-west of wH)| and 2.2m to the north-east of the
putative chimney, were the remains of a 1.07m widigk-built structure g).
The fabric of structur® comprised two courses of hand-made bricks, bonded
with dark grey mortar, and a single flagstone @Ia}. It seems likely that
structure9 represented the remodelling of the site in the01B8s, and had
formed an internal partition within the hat worksth the flagstone forming a
solid foundation for a column.

Plate 7: Structured, with wall 10 visible to the rear

4.2.5 Situated between chimned/and structure®, and abutting both, was a thick
deposit of mixed light yellowish-brown sang).(Lying on the northern side of
structured was a 0.75m thick depos#)(of black ash and cinders (Fig 4).

4.2.6 The uppermost deposits in the trench comprised Gdbr.85m of mixed
overburden 1) resulting from the recent demolition work on thige. This
sealed a 1.2m thick layer of mixed light grey samdl rubble Z), which
probably derived from the demolition of the hat i®and the construction of
the replacement building between 1934 and 1960. uAhdér layer of
demolition rubble %) was exposed to the north of wall. This comprised
brick rubble in a mixed clay matrix, which directiyerlay natural geology.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011
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4.3 BUILDING SURVEY

4.3.1 Wall 101: this structure comprised a brick revetment wallhwmi the north-
eastern part of the study area (Fig 3). It wasalignorth-west/south-east, and
survived extant for a distance of 30.21m, with486 return to the south-west
at its north-western end and an 18.06m return ¢ostiuth-west at its south-
eastern end. Wall01 survived to a maximum height efém in the north-
western corner, stepping down to the south-west height ofc 3m and to a
height ofc 2.6m to the south-east.

4.3.2 The fabric of walll01 comprised hand-made bricks with stone cappingpn t
of the north-west/south-east-aligned section (P&teThe lower 3m of the
northern return were also of hand-made bricks, widchine-pressed bricks
forming the upper section. A modern brick wall Haekbn added at the top of
the north-west/south-east-aligned section, set Iséigktly from the original
wall, along the edge of an alleyway to the norteteehich ascended from the
top of rampl02. At the south-eastern end of the wall was a sligtiéent and
the stubs of two walls composed of hand-made brigke running south-west
and the second aligned north-west, forming a rdoan neasured 8.7 x 3.5m.
This room was plastered internally, and retainedoaf scar that sloped
downwards from south-east to north-west on thehreaistern elevation.

4.3.3 The earliest elements of wdl01, represented by the hand-made bricks, were
the remains of the engineering works built betw28@2 and 1893. It seems
likely that these bricks had probably been re-usath elsewhere, possibly the
demolition of the original mill complex to the sbuivest. The roof scar
visible on the north-east elevation suggests thab@e point part of this area
was an open yard containing one or more singleegtancillary buildings.

— i |

-1' '_. - t ‘-. 1 ~ '] ). F'j_k l i.‘% i

Plate 8: Wall101, looking north

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011
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4.3.4 Ramp 102: a 17.7m long and 8.2m wide ramp rising from thetlsavest to
the north-east between the engineering works (septed by walll01) and
the site of the Lavender Brow houses (buildi®g). It comprises 3.6m wide
steps made of concrete and stone with concretes KPthte 9), and is probably
contemporary with the partially demolished twerhtieentury structure
situated immediately to the south-east. It is {kblat this is a replacement for
steps or a ramp affording access from Wellingtoree€dtto the nineteenth-
century engineering works.

e s e

Plate 9: Ramd02, looking east

4.3.5 Building 103: the remains of a rectangular building that wasterebetween
1934 and 1960, and replaced the demolished LaveBd®mw houses. The
extant elements of the building measure 14 x 74w, survive to a maximum
height of c 4.5m (Plate 10). The fabric of the building comspd modern
machine-pressed bricks with concrete lintels abthe door and window
apertures.

4.3.6 Only the external walls of this building surviveijtivthe roof and all of the
internal features having been removed. A 1.16m widwlow aperture and a
blocked 2.1m wide window aperture exist in the beuestern elevation of the
building, whilst the south-eastern elevation camaa small 1.36m wide
window aperture at the top of the wall and a 3menidain entrance with a
sliding door.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011
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4.3.7

4.3.8

4.3.9

Plate 10: Buildingl02, looking north-east

Wall 104: a north-west/south-east-aligned revetment wallas#d in the
north-eastern part of the study area, to the sea#t-of building 103). The
wall survives to a maximum height ofém high, and comprises hand-made
bricks

Wall 104 is likely to be the revetment wall for the mill rdashown on
historical mapping between 1840 and 1849. The &tmvdas the scar of a
roof from a single-storey building sloping downwsrdom building103. As
this building does not appear on any mapping, etreelikely that there were
several alterations between map publications.

Building 105: the remains of a rectangular building measuring 336m in
the south-eastern part of the study area. The ssadtern and south-western
walls of the building survive to a maximum heiglitlorm (Plate 11), whilst
the north-eastern and north-western walls have Heemlished to foundation
level. All of the walls are 0.28m thick, and théabric comprises machine-
pressed bricks

4.3.10 A modern, square brick column, standing to a heajt.5m, had been added

to the northern corner of the building. This is lably the remains of the
smaller building added to the machine shop betwBgr2 and 1893, and
demolished between 2004 and 2009; the main buildwmas demolished
between 2009 and 2011 in order to accommodatedah®lition contractor’s
compound.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011
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Plate 11: Buildingl05, looking east

4.3.11 Building 106: the remains of an irregularly shaped structure,smeéag 17.6m
long and 7.6m wide at the north-western end andh3i8de at the south-
eastern end, situated on the eastern boundaryedsttidy area. Building06
lies on top of the original brook culvert wallinghich it overhangs bg 0.5m
with four square brick columns inserted through thdvert walling for
support. A smaller room, measuring 5.8 x 2.5m andiging to a height ot
3m, is attached to the north-western end of thidimgj (Plate 12). The fabric
of all the walls comprise machine-pressed brickee Building incorporates a
lintel that bears a date of 1922.

- R‘;-: -. SR
Plate 12: Buildingl06, looking east

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011



Hopes Carr, Stockport: Archaeological Investigation 17

4.3.12 Wall 107: a 7.7m long retaining wall of cinder-block constrag, which sitsc
2m above the culvert walling on the eastern banthefHempshaw Brook. It
supports the raised ground above the culvert atidetmorth-west of building
106, with which it is probably contemporary.

Rl

g
." ‘ | ] ‘

S

Fragi

Plate 13: Wall107, looking north-east

4.3.13 Culvert 108: an open culvert containing the Hempshaw Brook afows
north-west/south-east across the study area (P4ater'he walls of the culvert
are up tac 2.5m high in places, and are composed largelyoofesblocks with
some small sections of hand-made brick and concegieesenting various
phases of repair. The repair work is especialliblesbelow buildingl06, and
was probably necessitated as a result of the iosedf the brick columns
associated with that building. At both ends of thwvert is an arched tunnel
through which the brook flows.

4.3.14 A wall surviving to a height of 2.5m sits above treh at the south-eastern
end of the culvert, with a small barred window amdirainage/ventilation
grate, both looking along the brook to the norttstv&his wall extends across
the brook from the southern corner of buildit@p, and continues south-west
for a distance of 6.6m, beyond which it has beanalshed. The fabric of the
wall comprises hand-made bricks, and is likely &vé formed part of the
south-east wall of the former hat works.

4.3.15 At the north-west end of the open culvert, whereomtinues into the arched
tunnel, there are small rectangular openings inntak with stone lintels that
flank the sides of the tunnel. These are too lowbéowindows, and their
intended function remains uncertain. The brookr& Ehown as culverted on
the Ordnance Survey map of 1893, although the nerigin of the culvert
walls suggests an earlier date and it seems pesHilit the culvert was
contemporary with the silk mill described in thet lof 1785.
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Plate 14: Culvertl08, looking north-east

4.3.16 Wall 109: a north-east/south-west-aligned wall extending2@6from the
north-western end of culvet08 to the north-west end of wallll (Plate 15).
The wall survives to a maximum height of 6.5m at sbuth-western end,
reducing to a height of 0.3m at its north-easterd, @vhere it adjoins culvert
108. The fabric of the wall comprises hand-made bribkeded in a lime-
based mortar, suggesting a late eighteenth- ory eairieteenth-century
construction date, although there is a possibiligt the bricks were re-used
from an earlier demolished structure.

4.3.17 The central section of wall09 was supported by a 3.4m high retaining wall of
cinder-block construction (Fig 6). The stub of tngper level of walll12 is
visible in its elevation. Three rectangular apersusurvive to the south-west
of this wall stub (Fig 6). The western opening &per is 1.68m high, 0.8m
wide at the top and 0.73m wide at the base, andé&es blocked with brick.
The central aperture is 1.9m high and 0.5m wid#) wiwooden beam situated
0.35m above the base. This aperture has not begogaiully blocked, but
infilled with rubble. The eastern aperture is 1.085igh and 0.53m wide,
blocked with brick and had a 0.8m wide wooden baéwve it. To the north-
east of the wall stub the elevation retains a 0.Hlameter hole, probably a
drain, and three rectangular voids which appeacethet slots for wooden
beams. Above these, and offset slightly to themeadst, is a 0.47m wide
wooden beam set into the wall. This wall was mdstly the remains of
walling from the hat factory, which had replaced e thoriginal
warehouse/factory by 1872. Wallll is keyed into, and probably
contemporary with, wall09.
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Plate 15: Wall109, looking north-east

4.3.18 Wall 110: a north-west/south-east-aligned wall extending 3firm wall 109,
with which it was contemporary. It survives to aximaum height of 3.1m
(Plate 16), and was probably part of the wallingrirthe hat factory that had
replaced the original warehouse/factory by 1872.

Plate 16: Wall110, looking south-east
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4.3.19 Wall 111: a wall surviving for a length of 18.3m along thestern boundary
of the study area, parallel and adjacent to Hopas @ad. The fabric of the
wall comprises hand-made bricks, with a curvedkodapping. The south-
eastern end of the wall is keyed into whI4, suggesting that the two walls
are of a contemporary build. The only survivingtéea in the wall is a brick-
blocked doorway with bull-nosed bricks forming tteirround, which
facilitated access from Hopes Catrr.

\S} Ny o W

Plate 17: Wall111, looking north-west

4.3.20 Wall 112: a wall extending south-eastwards for a distanc8.5i from the
cinder-block component walfl09, and surviving to a maximum height of
2.7m. A wall scar visible in the elevation of wall9 suggests that the two
walls were originally of the same height. At itsudeern end, walll12 steps
out by 0.75m and then continues south-east forthdu 2.25m. This section
of the wall retained evidence for at least two gsasf construction. The
earliest fabric, forming the lower section of thalMo a height of 0.81m, is of
random rubble construction, suggesting a late eggith-century construction
date. The upper portion of the wall comprises hanadle bricks bonded in a
lime-based mortar. A cast-iron bearing box, meaguti.25 x 1.2m (Fig 7), is
set within the north-western section of the wala{@ 18).

s i . L

Plate 18: Wall112, looking north-west
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4.3.21 Wall 113: a north-west/south-east aligned wall situated & ¢hntral part of
the study area, and broadly parallel to widlP. The gap between the brick-
built section of wall113 and the south-east end of wall2 was filled with
rubble in an ash matrix, and may possibly represleatheavily truncated
remains of a flue that had been inserted througlotlginal stone wall.

4.3.22 Wall 113 survived to a maximum height of 2.2m.The fabrioaadl 113 also
comprised a mixture of random stone rubble and ‘made bricks, which
occurred in separate sections (Plate 19).

x5 % A
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Plate 19: Wall113, looking south-west

4.3.231t is likely that these walls, together with wall99 and 112, formed a
basement within the late nineteenth-century hatofsic Those sections of
walls 112 and 113 that are of rubble stone construction may reptesen
elements of the late eighteenth-century wareholrsg were remodelled
subsequently as part of the hat factory.

4.3.24 Wall 114: the continuation of the boundary wall between thi& complex and
Hopes Carr, this wall extended to the south-easafdistance of 7.9m from
the south-eastern end of wdlll to a flight of 15 stone-built steps that
afforded pedestrian access to Lower Carrs from El@aar (Plate 20). Each of
the steps measured 3.8 x 1.9m. WM continued to the south-east of the
steps for a distance of 34.5m (Plate 21) The waiViged to a maximum
height of 3.6m, and its fabric comprised sandstalneks with capping stones
This boundary wall is likely to be contemporary lwthe construction of the
Carr Mills complex in the first half of the ninetea century.
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Plate 21: Wall114 looking north
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5. DISCUSSION

5.1

5.1.1

5.1.2

5.1.3

5.1.4

EVALUATION TRENCH

The evaluation trench was intended to establisiptésence or absence of any
buried remains of archaeological interest, and sassthe impact of
development on the archaeological resource. Theclirevas targeted in
particular on the footprint of the building depitten Thornton’s map of 1824
and the Ordnance Survey map of 1851, and thoughate been constructed
originally during the late eighteenth century.

It seems possible that the vestiges of this bujldirere represented by wall
10, which was exposed across the central part ofe#oavated trench at a
depth ofc 1.5m below the modern ground surface. The posdimhalignment
of this wall corresponded broadly with the westemll of the building shown
on Thornton’s map and the Ordnance Survey map B 1&nhilst its fabric
was indicative of a late eighteenth- or early reeeth-century construction
date. No other internal features, such as flodiasurg, which could be firmly
associated with walll0 or the earliest phase of the building survived.
However, at the south-western end of the excavageth at a depth af 1m
below the modern ground surface were the remaires @fcular structuregj
that may have represented the foundations for mrody. The location of this
structure corresponds broadly with a detached rfeasituated close to the
north-western corner of the warehouse shown oOtidmance Survey map of
1851. Conversely, structuBcannot be identified with any of the detail shown
on subsequent editions of Ordnance Survey maphinfper suggesting that it
was of an earlier date.

Physical evidence for the remodelling of the buigdin the later nineteenth
century was provided by the fragmentary remaina wiall ©) and associated
stone block that is likely to have been a basafoast-iron column within the
hat factory that occupied the site by 1872. Howgever other structural
remains that could be firmly associated with thisage of the site’s
development were identified in the excavated trench

In conclusion, the results obtained from the euana trench have
demonstrated that some buried remains of archaiealdgterest do survive at
depths in excess of 1m below the modern groundaserfHowever, these
remains are somewhat fragmentary, and whilst extavalling survivedin-
situ to a considerable height, there was no evidencarfy internal fixtures or
fittings.
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5.2
521

5.2.2

5.2.3

5.2.4

5.2.5

BUILDING SURVEY

The chronology and development of the Hopes Catiofg complexes have
been discussed previously as part of a comprehemniggk-based assessment
undertaken several years prior to the present gu(UIAU 2004). This
identified several principal phases in the develepthof the site, commencing
in the late eighteenth century. The present suiwegstigated the north-
western corner of the wider Hopes Carr site, incapng the area
immediately to the north of Lower Carr Mills, andiosvn on historical
mapping to have been occupied successively fronmikdenineteenth century
by a warehouse, a hat factory and an engineeringswadhis area contained
survey element$08 — 114.

The earliest remains recorded during the surveyevamost certainly the
stone-built elements of wallkl2 and113. These could possibly represent the
remains of a basement for the eighteenth-centurseheaise and factory
referred to in historical documents, which wereomporated into later phases
of remodelling.

The warehouse building depicted on mid-nineteeetittay mapping had
been replaced with a hat factory by 1872, whichrsegly necessitated a
complete redevelopment of the site. The principavising fabric of this
building was represented by w09 and the brick-built elements of wall§1
and 112, which formed the northern and western parts efrthll. Whilst the
fabric of this wall incorporated hand-made bricitsseems likely that these
had been re-used from the demolition material @erifrom an earlier
building.

Wall 112 formed the western wall of a basement for thefdetory, which had

evidently been terraced into the natural slopevbdatopes Carr. This wall

retained the only firm evidence for the mill's pawgansmission system,
represented by a cast-iron bearing box. It is yikilat this housed the end
bearing for a line shaft that powered machinertheabasement.

Hempshaw Brook (survey elemetti8), also called Carr Brook or Mill Brook,
is a natural stream, which had been culverted 88 1®late 22). It flowed

southwards into a circular feature depicted on1883 mapping as a sluice.
This presently lies within the steep overgrown baglat the north side of the
study area. The culvert acted as an overflow far Dam Reservoir.
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5.2.6

5.2.7

528

5.2.9

Plate 22: The open culvert for the Hempshaw Braok 8ows across the study area

At the eastern end of Lower Carrs, on the south, sichs an ‘L’-shaped range
which included survey element&d04 and 105. Mid-nineteenth-century
mapping shows this area as being a yard adjacebhower Carr Mill. The
mapping of 1842 and 1872 both show a rectanguiaglesstorey structure
described as a blowing and cap room. This is listech mechanics shop in
1880. A smaller building had been added at itseeastide by 1893, and it is
listed as wood turners from 1890 to 1910. The sreafitern building was
demolished between 2004 and 2009, and the maidibgibetween 2009 and
2011.

Survey element06, comprising the remains of a small engineeringksolay
on the eastern side of the Hempshaw Brook. Thesgular-shaped building
incorporated a stone above a lintel on the maithgon entrance that bore the
lettering ‘H.D. 1922’, which almost certainly regeto the date of construction.

In the north-eastern part of the study area, coimgisurvey elemert01, was
an engineering works and saw mill. This was bugtween 1872 and 1893,
and described as an engineering works in 1907.9By 1t seems to have been
converted to a saw mill, and was demolished by 1®84 a new building
covering the area by 1960. This new building wasialeshed between 2004
and 2009.

Situated to the immediate south of the engineemrggks/saw mill, and
including survey element®2 and103, was an area that originally contained a
row of terraced houses named Lavender Brow. Theseslzown as a ‘U’-
shaped range on the 1824 mapping, and as an ‘lpesheange by 1849. The
houses were demolished between 1934 and 1960 aieted with a new
rectangular building, which was partially demolidheetween 2004 and 2009.
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6. SIGNIFICANCE AND IMPACT

5.1

5.1.1

5.2

5.1.2

BURIED REMAINS

The results obtained from the evaluation trenchatestrated that some buried
remains of archaeological interest do survive oa fiite at a depth of
approximately 1m beneath the modern ground surfagearticular, structural
remains that are likely to represent part of a &ghteenth-century building
were encountered, although these were rather fragmeand there was no
surviving evidence for internal features, fixtuggsfittings. Nevertheless, it is
likely that any deep earth-moving works associatith the proposed
development would have a negative impact on theetuarchaeological
resource, which would need to be mitigated by apr@miate scheme of
further archaeological investigation. However, eatrdesign proposals do not
require deep earth-moving works in this part of ¢ite, and thus any buried
remains would remain preserviedsitu.

STRUCTURAL REMAINS

The measured survey of the above-ground structemlains that survive
across the site have indicated that they represewmeral phases in the
development of the site, although are dominatedw®ntieth-century fabric.
The structural remains are again fragmentary, astticted largely to external
walls with little evidence for internal features for industrial processes that
were carried out in the buildings. It is considetieat the measured survey has
provided an adequate record of the structural nesn@i mitigate their ultimate
loss if necessitated by the proposed developmethteasite.
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111

1.1.2

1.13

12

1.2.1

1.2.2

INTRODUCTION
Project Background

Seddon Construction Ltd is to carry out the redgwelent of land at Hopes
Carr in Stockport (centred on NGR SJ 8984 9020k $ite was occupied
formerly by a number of industrial premises, thehaeological importance of
which has been highlighted in a desk-based assessvhéhe site that was
produced by the University of Manchester Archaemwmialg Unit (UMAU
2004). In order to secure archaeological intereatscondition has been
attached to the planning permission that requires@propriate scheme of
investigation to be carried out in advance of depeaient.

The County Archaeologist for Greater Manchesterp vpovides planning

advice for Stockport Metropolitan Borough Countigs recommended that
the archaeological investigation should be focusdte north-western part of
the development area. In particular, the footpohtan eighteenth-century
textile factory that is listed in a document of B7&s forming part of the Carr
Mill complex will be targeted for intrusive invegttion, and the remains of
extant walls and associated structures that haes lmeade accessible by
recent demolition activity should be subject to swad survey. The results
obtained from the evaluation and measured survdlybei enhanced by an
archaeological watching brief, which will be maintd during earth-moving

works in the north-western part of the developns#et, including the removal

of the spoil bund that is situated adjacent tocthlgert.

In March 2011, Oxford Archaeology North (OA Nortias commissioned by
Seddon Construction Ltd to carry out the requiredeme of works. This
project design provides a written methodology foe required scheme of
works.

Oxford Archaeology North

OA North has considerable experience of therpnetation and analysis of
buildings of all periods, having undertaken a greanber of small and large-
scale projects during the past 30 years. Such gisofeave taken place within
the planning process, to fulfil the requirements abients and planning
authorities, to very rigorous timetables. In recgaars OA North also has
extensive experience of archaeological work in hemh England.

OA North has the professional expertise asdukees to undertake the project
detailed below to a high level of quality and afitcy. OA North isan
Institute for Archaeologists (IfA) registered organisation, registration
number 17, and all its members of staff operate subjecthto IfA Code of
Conduct.
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2.2

31

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.14

OBJECTIVES

The main research aim of the investigation, givendommercial nature of the
development, will be to establish the presence bseace of buried
archaeological remains on the site and, if presemyacterise the level of
preservation and significance, and provide a gondetstanding of their
potential.

The objectives of the initial element of the arablagical investigation will be
to:

. to undertake a programme of archaeological inteugivestigation via
the excavation of a single trial trench to detemniime presence,
character, date, and extent of any buried archgeabremains of the
eighteenth-century textile mill;

. to compile an appropriate record of all surviviigistural remains in
the north-western part of the development site asisneasured and
photographic survey prior to their ultimate loss.

METHOD STATEMENT
Evaluation Trenching

A single trench, measuring some 15 x 1.8m, willeb@&avated across the
north-western end of the early factory block, apicted as Plot 1b in the
Archaeological Desk-based Assessment (UMAU 2004} annotated as a
warehouse on the Ordnance Survey map of 1849.

The trench will be aligned broadly north-east/sewtst, and will be placed at
the lowest point of the existing ground level, adjat to the culvert that
channels the Carr Brook (Plate 1). Excavation ef tiodern ground surface
will be undertaken by a machine of appropriate powsing a toothless
ditching bucket to the top of the first significaatchaeological level. The
work will be supervised closely by a suitably exeeced archaeologist. Spoil
from the excavation will stored adjacent to thentte and will be backfilled

upon completion of the archaeological works.

Thereafter, all archaeological deposits will beaoked manually to define their
extent, nature, form and, where possible, dateshduld be noted that no
archaeological deposits will be entirely removednir the site. If the
excavation is to proceed below a depth of 1.2mn ttiee trenches will be
widened sufficiently to allow the sides to be sesgpm.

All information identified in the course of the esitvorks will be recorded
stratigraphically, using a system adapted from ts#d by the Centre for
Archaeology Service of English Heritage. Resultsthe evaluation will be
recorded orpro-formacontext sheets, and will be accompanied with seffic

pictorial record (plans, sections and both blacld amhite and colour
photographs) to identify and illustrate individdehtures. Primary records will
be available for inspection at all times.
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3.1.5

3.1.6

3.1.7

3.1.8

3.1.9

s T 65 \ =
Dt et : =

Proposed location of the evaluation trench

) PIte 1:
Context Recording: all contexts will be recorded usimgo-formasheets, and
details will be incorporated into a Harris matr&imilar object record and
photographic recorg@ro-formaswill be used. All written recording of survey

data, contexts, photographs, artefacts and ecofaitltde cross-referenced
from pro-formarecord sheets using sequential numbering.

Photography: a full and detailed photographic record of induadl contexts
will be maintained and similarly general views fratandard view points of
the overall site at all stages of the evaluatioh @ generated. Photography
will be undertaken using 35mm cameras on archivatdek and white print
film, and all frames will include a visible, gradad metric scale. Extensive
use of digital photography will also be undertakemughout the course of the
fieldwork for presentation purposes. Photograpltends will be maintained
on special photographpro-formasheets.

Planning: the precise location of the evaluation trench Ww#l surveyed by
EDM tacheometry using a total station linked toem gomputer data logger.
This process will generate scaled plans within AAD®, which will then be
subject to manual survey enhancement. The drawiilg®e generated at an
accuracy appropriate for 1:20 scale, but can bpubuat any scale required.
Sections will be manually drafted as appropriateaascale of 1:10. All
information will be tied in to Ordnance Datum.

Human remains are not expected to be presentf theyi are found they will,
if possible, be leftn-situ covered and protected. If removal is necessag th
the relevant Home Office permission will be sougtrtd the removal of such
remains will be carried out with due care and deisi as required by the
Burials Act 1857

Any gold and silver artefacts recovered during ¢berse of the excavation
will be removed to a safe place and reported tddbal Coroner according to
the procedures relating to the Treasure Act, 1996.

For the use of Seddon Construction Ltd © OA North: September 2011



Hopes Carr, Stockport: Archaeological Investigation 32

3.1.10 Finds policy: finds recovery and sampling programmes will bedocadance

3.2
3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

with best practice (following current Institute féwrchaeologists guidelines)
and subject to expert advice in order to minimiseedoration. OA North
employs in-house artefact and palaeoecology sp&siaWwith considerable
expertise in the investigation, excavation, andgimanagement of sites of all
periods and types, who are readily available farsodtation. Finds storage
during fieldwork and any site archive preparatioil ¥ollow professional
guidelines (UKIC). Emergency access to conservdtailities is maintained
by OA North with the Department of Archaeology, theiversity of Durham.
OA North employs palaeoecology and soil micromotpbp specialists with
considerable expertise in the investigation, exttamaand analysis of sites of
all periods and types, who are readily availabtectmsultation.

Building Survey

A survey of the exiting walls and features in th@th-western part of the
development site will be carried out. This will conse measured plan
drawings and elevations, together with a photogapdnd a written
descriptive record. The survey will focus on idgmig and recording
evidence of phasing, or which relates to past atilivity, such as evidence for
blocking, repair, joints, fittings and fixtures, yper and processing, and key
architectural features.

The drawn record will be coupled with a written cigstion, which will
include, wherever possible:

. an analysis of building plan, form, fabric, functjo age and
development sequence, and of the evidence supgdtiia analysis.
Supporting evidence will be derived from the higtanap sequence,
reduced plans, elevations and photographs;

. an account of the fixtures, fittings, plant or miaehny associated with
the historic fabric, and their purpose;

. any evidence for the former existence of demolistteactures or plant
associated with the buildings;

. identification of areas that are currently obscunetlich might hold
key information to inform an understanding of thaldings’ origin and
development, and where further investigation shdw#dundertaken
during development works.

A detailed, annotated photographic record (35mm &hd digital) will also be
compiled as part of the building survey. The viewinp directions of all
images will be depicted on a plan, and cross rets@ to the imagelhe

photographic record will record:

. the general appearance of the historic fabric;

. any external or internal detail, structural or detwe, which is
relevant to the buildings’ design, development ase and which does
not show adequately on general photographs;
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3.3

3.3.1

3.3.2

3.3.3

34

3.4.1

. detailed views of features of special architectumdrest, fixtures and
fittings, evidence of power systems, blockings @nting relevant to
phasing the building;

. photographs will also be taken of any other buddinspaces or
structures that are linked to the study site

Watching Brief

An archaeological watching brief will be maintainddring earth-moving
works in the north-western part of the developns#tiet including the removal
of the spoil bund that is situated adjacent tocthigert.

During the watching brief, the location, extentgdarmaracter of any surviving
archaeological features and/or deposits will benged accurately. This work
will comprise observation during excavation, theteynatic examination of
any subsoil horizons exposed during the coursd@fgroundworks, and the
accurate recording of all archaeological featuresl &orizons, and any
artefacts, identified during observation.

In the event of significant archaeological featubesng encountered during
the watching brief, discussions will take placelwihe Greater Manchester
County Archaeologist, or his representative, ath&éoextent of further works
to be carried out. All further works would be sudtjeo a variation this Project
Design.

Report and Archive

Report: a report will be produced within four working weelof the
completion of the fieldwork, and will include:

. a summary statement of the survey’s findings;

. the background to the survey, including locatiatethils;

. an outline of the methodology of the survey;

. a description of the site’s setting including topgahy and geology;
. an account of the documented history of the mithptex, derived

from the desk-based assessment of the site thgpnesaced
previously (UMAU 2004);

. an account of the complex’s past and present usefame uses of its
differing buildings, with the evidence for theseéeipretations;

. an account of the fixtures, fittings, plant or maehny associated with
the buildings, and their purpose;

. evidence for the former existence of demolishedcstires or plant
associated with the building;

. a description of the significance of the site sldcal and regional
context;

. a catalogue of archive items, including a list bbfgraphs;
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3.4.2

3.4.3

3.4.4

3.45

4.2

4.3

. a CD containing a digital copy of the report (P2RY separate digital
copies of all photographic images.

Archive: the results of all archaeological work carried wilt form the basis
for a full archive to professional standards, inadance with current English
Heritage guidelinesManagement of Archaeological Project®nd edition,
1991). The project archive represents the colladiod indexing of all the data
and material gathered during the course of theeptoj

The deposition of a properly ordered and indexedjept archive in an
appropriate repository is considered an essentidliategral element of all
archaeological projects by the IfA in that orgatimas code of conduct. OA
North conforms to best practice in the preparatibproject archives for long-
term storage. OA North practice is to deposit thigiwal record archive of
projects with the appropriate repository, which tims instance will be
Stockport Museum Services.

The Arts and Humanities Data Service (AHDS) ontia¢abase proje@nline
Access to index of Archaeological Investigati¢@a\SIS) will be completed
as part of the archiving phase of the project.

Confidentiality: all internal reports to the client are designed@suments for
the specific use of the client, for the particupurpose as defined in the
project brief and project design, and should baté@ as such. They are not
suitable for publication as academic documents trervise without
amendment or revision.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

OA North provides a Health and Safety Statement dbbr projects and
maintains a Unit Safety policy. A written risk assment will be undertaken
in advance of project commencement and copies heillmade available on
request to all interested parties.

Full regard will be given to all constraints duritige course of the project. OA
North provides a Health and Safety Statement fioprajects and maintains a
Safety Policy. All site procedures are in accoraégawtth the guidance set out
in the Health and Safety Manual compiled by then@tag Conference of
Archaeological Unit Managers.

OA North undertakes to safeguard, so far as isoreddy practicable, the
health, safety and welfare of its staff and of cdheho may be affected by our
work. This applies in particular to providing andaimtaining suitable
premises, ensuring the safety of all equipment lseghpy the Company, and
providing all reasonable safeguards and precautag@nst accidents. OA
North will also take all reasonable steps to enslieehealth and safety of all
persons not in their employment, such as voluntesttglents, visitors, and
members of the public (this includes trespassé€rg).North will ensure that
no one suffers injury because of dangers arisiog fihe state of the premises,
or things done, or omitted to be done, on the psemi
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4.4

4.5

4.6

7.2

OA North is fully familiar with and will comply wh all current and relevant
legislation, including, but not limited to:

* The Health and Safety at Work Act (1974);

* Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulat{@8989);

* Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992 (asnai®e in 2002);

* The Construction (Design and Management) Regula{i@07);

* The Control of Asbestos Regulations (2006);

* The Workplace (Health, Safety and Welfare) Regoieti(1992);

» Construction (Health, Safety and Welfare) Reguiei(l1996);

* The Health and Safety (Miscellaneous AmendmentguR#ions (2002);

* The Work at Height Regulations (2005);

* The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Ré&gak (2002);

* The Health and Safety (First-Aid) Regulations (1981

* The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order (2005);

* The Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangeraifdences
Regulations (1995),

» The Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulatid®98);

» Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulatsofi998).

OA North has professional indemnity to a value &{000,000, employer's
liability cover to a value of £10,000,000 and pabliability to a value of
£15,000,000. Written details of insurance coverlmaprovided if required.

Normal OA North working hours are between 9.00 ard .00 pm, Monday
to Friday, though adjustments to hours may be nmadaaximise daylight
working time in winter and to meet travel requirense It is not normal
practice for OA North staff to be asked to work ke®ds or bank holidays
and should the Client require such time to be warétering the course of a
project a contract variation to cover additionadtsowill be necessary.

PROJECT MONITORING

Whilst the work is undertaken for the client, thee@er Manchester County
Archaeologist, or his representative, will be kaply informed of the work
and its results, and will be notified a week in @adse of the commencement of
the fieldwork. Any proposed changes to the progastign will be agreed with
the County Archaeologist in consultation with thierd.

STAFFING

The project will be under the direct managemeritaofMiller BA FSA (OA
North senior project manager), to whom all corresfgmce should be
addressed.

The evaluation trenching and measured survey williidertaken b¢raham
Mottershead (OA North Project Officer), who has considerabl@enence of
the industrial archaeology of Greater Manchester.
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 3: Location of the excavated trench and position of the surveyed historic structures
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Figure 4: Plan and south-east-facing section of excavated trench




il
{ Cotton)

|
\ e L X
Brick wall Block wall e
Stone wall T e n‘bﬁt
Figure 5: Excavated trench and surveyed walls superimposed on the Ordnance Survey map of 1907




A

|
/A _, 10m
/A 1:500 @ A4
~. ”
~N I
~ e |
N I
~. |
~.
~. |
/.., .
] ] oxford
==  Brick wall 7/ /. Sectional wall s 0 =
om () W)
1:60 @ A4 g
Block wall @ north

Figure 6: South-east-facing elevation of wall 709
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Figure 7: North-east-facing elevation of wall 772
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