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SUMMARY

A proposal to erect a mgor new retail facility in Wigan, known as the Grand Arcade
Shopping Development, has been submitted by Modus Properties. The proposed
development area lies on the eastern fringe of the centre of Wigan (centred on SD
5836 0571), and incorporates part of the historic town (Fig 1). In order to secure
archaeological interests, a condition was placed on the planning application, which, in
the first instance, allowed for a desk-based assessment of the proposed devel opment
area. The results of the desk-based study led to a requirement for an archaeological
evauation of the site prior to development. This specified the excavation of 36
targeted tria trenches, which focused on nine areas of the site that were considered to
have a potential to contain archaeological remains.

The programme of archaeologica evaluation was undertaken by Oxford Archaeology
North between November 2004 and February 2005. The results obtained from this
work have identified three areas in particular that have significant in-situ
archaeological remains. Ship Yard (Area G3), Powell’'s Yard (Area G7) and
McEwan’'s Yard (Area G10). In addition, the area aong the foot of the escarpment to
the west of Station Road (Areas G6 and G8) revealed some archaeological remains of
significance, but seemingly in alower density.

Area G3 reveded severa features of medieva date, including pits and ditches
representing the occupation of the burgage plots to the rear of Millgate between the
12" and 14™ centuries, and evidence for the continued use of the site between the 17"
and 20" centuries. A large collection of stratified pottery was recovered from the
evaluation trenches, representing a significant assemblage with some potential to
inform a greater understanding of medieval and post-medieval ceramic traditions in
Wigan.

Areas G7 and G10 are adjacent plots of land situated on the eastern side of Millgate
towards its southern end. The evaluation trenches placed across these areas revealed a
stratified sequence of depositsto survive in-sity, dating from the Roman period to the
present day. In addition, there was some evidence for the area to have been terraced
during the Roman period, suggesting this to have been a focus for a significant level
of activity.

It is recommended that further archaeologica work is undertaken in advance of
development. In particular, it is recommended that Areas G3, G7 and G10 are
subjected to a programme of controlled archaeological excavation in advance of any
earth-moving works as the proposed development will have a negative impact on
buried remains. The excavation should aim to provide a complete record of al buried
remains within these areas in advance of their ultimate destruction in order to
facilitate an understanding of the occupation of this part of the town during the
Roman, medieval and later periods. It is aso recommended that further archaeological
investigation is undertaken in Areas G6 and G8. However, current design proposals
indicate that archaeological deposits in these areas will not be subjected to a negative
impact as there will only be limited earth-moving works. Where earth-moving works
are necessitated, it is considered appropriate that these are monitored by an
archaeological watching brief.

For the use of Modus Properties © OA North: October 2005
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PROJECT

111 A proposd to erect a major new retail facility in Wigan, known as the Grand
Arcade Shopping Development, has been submitted by Modus Properties.
The proposed development area lies on the eastern fringe of the centre of
Wigan (centred on SD 5836 0571), and incorporates part of the historic town
(Fig 1). As such, the construction programme is likely to have a negative
impact on buried remains pertaining to the Roman, medieval and post-
medieval town.

1.1.2 In order to secure archaeological interests, the Greater Manchester Assistant
County Archaeologist, in consultation with the Wigan Conservation Officer,
attached an archaeological condition to planning consent for the proposed
development, and a brief detailing the required archaeological works was
devised by an archaeological consultant. In the first instance, a desk-based
assessment of the proposed development area was required. The results of
this study (UMAU 2001) led to a requirement for a programme of
archaeological evauation, which was intended to assess the nature, extent
and significance of buried archaeologica remains, in advance of
development work.

1.1.3 In October 2004, Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) was invited to
submit a costed project design to undertake the specified programme of
archaeological evaluation Appendix 1). Following the acceptance of the
project design, OA North was commissioned to carry out the evaluation,
which was undertaken between November 2004 and February 2005.

1.1.4  Thisreport presents the results of the archaeological evaluation, and provides
recommendations for further archaeological work that will be required in
order to satisfy the planning condition in advance of development.

For the use of Modus Properties © OA North: October 2005
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2. METHODOLOGY

21

211

212

2.2
221

222

2.3
231

PROJECT DESIGN

In response to a request from Mr Anthony Kilbride, of Modus Properties, OA
North submitted a project design for a programme of archaeological
evauation in advance of the proposed Grand Arcade development in Wigan
(Appendix 1). Following the acceptance of the project design by the
Assistant County Archaeologist for Greater Manchester, OA North was
commissioned to undertake the work.

The archaeologica evauation was undertaken between November 2004 and

February 2005, and comprised the excavation of 36 trial trenches, with a
combined total length of 350m, that were focused on nine separate areas (Fig

2). All work was consistent with the relevant standards and procedures
provided by the Institute of Field Archaeologists.

EVALUATION TRENCHING

The uppermost levels were excavated by a machine fitted with a toothless
ditching bucket. The same machine was then used to define carefully the
extent of any surviving walls, foundations and other remains, after which all
excavations were undertaken manually.

All information was recorded stratigraphically with accompanying
documentation (plans, sections and both colour slide and black and white
print photographs, both of individual contexts and overal site shots from
standard view points). Photography was undertaken with 35mm cameras on
archivable black-and-white print film as well as colour transparency, al
frames including a visible, graduated metric scale. Digital photography was
extensively used throughout the course of the fieldwork for presentation
purposes. Photographic records were also maintained on specia
photographic pro-forma sheets.

ARCHIVE

A full archive of the work has been produced to a professional standard in
accordance with current English Heritage guidelines (1991) and the
Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long Term
Storage (UKIC 1990). It isintended that the results obtained from the various
investigations will be combined to form a single, integrated archive. When
completed, it is envisaged that the paper and materia archive will be
deposited with the Wigan Museum Services. In addition, a copy of the report
will be forwarded to the County Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), and a
summary sent to the National Monuments Record (NMR).

For the use of Modus Properties © OA North: October 2005
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3. BACKGROUND

3.1

311

3.2
321

3.2.2

323

INTRODUCTION

The following section presents an overview of the natural, historical and
archaeological background to the study area, and is intended to provide a
wider context in which the results obtained from the evaluation may be
placed. Most of the background information has been elucidated from
secondary sources, although some primary archive material and relevant
cartographic sources have also been consulted where appropriate.

LOCATION, GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

Location: the study area lies on the eastern fringe of the historic core of
Wigan (centred on SD 5836 0571). The site is bounded by Standishgate to
the north-west, Crompton Street to the north, River Way to the east, and
Millgate to the south-west (Plate 1).

Geology: the geology of the area forms part of the Lancashire Coal
Measures, which extend from the Mersey Valey in the south to the
Amounderness Plain in the north-west (Countryside Commission 1998, 172).
The solid geology comprises productive coal measures, with Bunter
sandstone and marls to the south (Ordnance Survey 1951). The overlying
drift geology constitutes glacial and post-glacialy derived tills, with fluvial
deposits of gravel along the course of the River Douglas (Countryside
Commission 1998, 128), which lies to the east of the study area.

Topography: a detailed understanding of the topography is provided by a
contour survey that was carried out across the centre of the town in 1982 by
the Greater Manchester Archaeological Unit (GMAU 1987). The results
obtained from this demonstrate that the modern ground surface within the
present study area straddles the eastern side of a spur on which the historic
core of the town lies. The lowest section is that between River Way and

Station Road, which incorporates the line of the former west bank of the
River Douglas, although the levels in this area were raised significantly as a
result of redevelopment work during the later 19" century. The area to the
west and north-west rises steeply, athough the natural slope has been altered
substantially by the construction of a multi-storey car park on the corner of
Millgate and Station Road, which is terraced into the hillside, and the Civic
Centre, which necessitated the raising of ground levels. Millgate aso rises
fairly steeply from a height of 34m above Ordnance Datum at its south-

eastern end, to a high point in excess of 50m above Ordnance Datum near its
junction with the area known as the Wiend.

For the use of Modus Properties © OA North: October 2005
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3.3

331

332

333

3.34

HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY

Prehistoric period: there is relatively little evidence for prehistoric activity
around Wigan, and none in the vicinity of the study area. Two stray finds are
recorded from the wider area: a Neolithic polished stone axe was found at
Gidlow (Jackson 1936, 74), and a Bronze Age axe hammer, now lost, was
discovered near Bottling Wood to the north-east of the study area (UMAU
2001, 7).

Romano-British period: the site of Wigan had long been associated with the
settlement of Coccium, which is recorded in the Antonine Itinerary as lying
17 miles from Manchester (Watkin 1883, 20). Weight has been added to this
conjecture by a number of artefacts of Roman date that were discovered
across Wigan during the 19™ century as a result of construction work in the
Wallgate, King Street and Darlington Street area (Hannavy 1990, 8). A
particular concentration of finds has been identified on the higher ground
around Library Street and Millgate (Hawkes 1935, 43), and the remains of a
probable Roman cemetery were also discovered during the construction of
the gas works on the southern edge of the town between 1822 and 1830
(Watkin 1883, 20). In the early 19" century, a defensive ditch and agger were
reportedly visible along the north side of the town centre, although there is
some debate over the veracity of this observation (SMR 4057.1.0).

However, it was not until excavations were carried out in the 1980s that
actual Roman settlement remains were identified in Wigan. These were at
first only slight and lacking in structural remains (Holdsworth and Reynolds
1981, 2). A hearth, discovered in the Wiend in 1982-3, was the first Roman
feature in the town to have been subject to detailed archaeological excavation
(Tindall 1983, 2). These investigations eventually revealed the remains of
what has been interpreted as a Roman military industrial site, comprising a
series of timber buildings, furnaces and hearths and a metalled road, and it is
considered likely that further Roman remains existed near the summit of the
hill in Wigan town centre before being largely destroyed by Georgian and
Victorian cellars (op cit, 29-30). The results obtained from this work added
weight to the suggestion that Wigan is indeed the site of Coccium, athough
the nature, function and longevity of the Roman settlement remained
uncertain. Indeed, whilst the main phase of activity appears to have come to
an end by the early years of the 3" century, basic questions remain regarding
the chronology and nature of the Roman occupation not only in Wigan, but
also in the wider area (Buxton and Shotter 1996, 77). Similarly, it remains
unclear as to what form of occupation there might have been following the
collapse of Roman administration.

Medieval period: Wigan is not named in the Domesday survey, but it is
thought to be the ‘church of the manor’ of Newton (Powell 1998, 6). The
name Wigan does not appear until 1199, and it has been suggested that the
name refers to the presence of a Roman road; the Saxon for road being waeg,
although it is aso thought to relate to a British personal name (UMAU 2001,
9). During the 13" century Wigan began to prosper, in part due to the
granting of a market charter and three day fair in 1245 (Hannavy 1990, 20).
It gained Royal Borough status a year later, and Wigan gradually grew in

For the use of Modus Properties © OA North: October 2005
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335

336

3.3.7

338

size and prosperity as a result. As a Royal Borough, the citizens received the
rights and privileges of freemen, or ‘burgesses’, which included the right to
rent a burgage plot as free tenants of the lord of the manor. The size of the
burgage plots was specified as five roods of land, for which an annual rent of
12d was levied (Bridgeman 1888-90, 9-10).

By the mid-13" century Wigan was one of the larger chartered towns of
Lancashire, along with Lancaster, Preston, Liverpool, Manchester and
Warrington (White 1996, 129). This is demonstrated in its assessment as a
borough in the exchequer lay subsidies of 1332 (Morris 1983). The
expansion of the town was also reflected in the construction of a bridge over
the River Douglas at the bottom of Millgate, which was authorised by an Act
of Parliament in 1334 (Hannavy 1990, 36).

During the medieval period Wigan was essentially an agricultural town but a
variety of industries developed a an early date, including textile
manufacture, coal mining and metal working, which comprised the
production of iron, pewter and brass (Powell 1998, 8). The manufacture of
felt hats was aso carried out in Wigan, and whilst this was originally a
cottage-based industry, mills for the trade were built in 1782 (ibid). Textile
production was dominated by the woollen industry, which was sufficiently
well-established by the early 14" century to support three fulling mills
(Hannavy 1990, 34). However, during the mid-15" century there was a
significant decline in trade and many burgage plots may have been
abandoned or decreased in use during this time (UMAU 2001, 10). Despite
this, it is probable that the present street pattern reflects the medieva
development of the town and the continuity of plots laid out during the
medieval period.

It has been suggested that the town had some sort of defensive circuit during
this period, which possibly took the form of an earth bank and ditch (Powell
1998, 8). This may have enclosed an irregular, oval-shaped area bounded
approximately by the River Douglas, Dicconson Street (towards the southern
end of Standishgate), New Market Street, Dorning Street and King Street
(ibid).

The physical remains of medieval Wigan have been uncovered in severd
excavations within the town centre; cultivation soils and a timber-lined well
or cistern were excavated at the Wiend (Jones and Price 1985, 29), and post-
holes and pottery dating to the 14™ or 15™ century were uncovered at Chapel
Street (GMAU 1987, 2). The remains of two medieval burgage plots with a
substantial town house constructed of timber were also discovered on
Hallgate (GMAU 2001). The excavated burgage plots were found to be each
a least 5m wide, and between 30m and 40m in length (ibid). Recent
archaeological work at 130 — 130a Standishgate also yielded physical
remains of medieval date (OA North 2005). Evidence for the earliest activity
on the site, which was dated to the 12'" or 13" centuries, was represented by
several large pit features that yielded a small, but significant, assemblage of
medieval pottery. There were no structural remains associated with these
pits, suggesting that any medieval buildings that had occupied the site had
been of an insubstantial nature. Nevertheless, the excavated features provided

For the use of Modus Properties © OA North: October 2005
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3.39

3.3.10

3311

3.3.12

new evidence for the extent of the urban fringe associated with medieval
Wigan.

Post-medieval period: in broad terms, the 16" to 18" centuries was a period
of increased growth and prosperity for Wigan; the town probably expanded
in size by about 30 percent during the 16" century to a total population of
approximately 4000 by 1600 (Hannavy 1990, 46), and by the 1630s Wigan
had become one of the most densely populated towns in Lancashire. New
buildings began to be constructed in the rear part of the medieval burgage
plots within the central part of the town, and by 1538 John Leland was able
to describe Wigan as ‘a paved town as big as Warrington, but better
builded...” (Chandler 1998, 269). However, an eyewitness account of Wigan
during the late 18™ century gives the impression that development at this
time was rather ad hoc: ‘The main streets of the town are broad, but
irregularly built, with a mixture of old and modern houses.” (Aiken 1795,
294).

The outbreak of the Civil War in 1642 represented a severe check on the
town’s fortunes. Wigan entered the war as a Royalist stronghold, and was
later subjected to a punitive taxation under the Commonwealth. It was not
until the 18" century that the town once again achieved economic success
and renewed expansion.

The growth of Wigan during this period was largely the result of the coal,
iron and textile industries, particularly woollen cloths, linen, calicos and
checks. The town specialised in the manufacture of woollen bedding textiles,
which were produced in cottage hand-loom shops (Powell 1998, 9). In 1627,
the Wigan Company of Pewterers was founded, and the town emerged as one
of the most important centres for pewter production in the county (op cit, 10),
whilst other metal-working industries also developed (Tindall 1985, 23). In
particular, the manufacture of brass products, bell founding and watchmaking
emerged as important industries active in the town during the 17" century. A
contemporary account noted that the design and manufacture of clocks and
non-ferrous metal foundries for small bells, candlesticks and other household
goods continued to be important trades during the mid-18" century (Berg and
Berg 2001, 295).

Coa mining in the Wigan area during the medieval period had been carried
out on what was essentially small-scale, open-cast sites, but by the 16™
century mining was mostly underground (Hannavy 1990, 69). A document of
1619 provides one of the earliest references to a coa pit on Millgate itself
(UMAU 2001, 9). By the late 18" century, the Wigan codlfield had become
the centre of the region’s coal trade, and was recognised as one of the most
important of the Lancashire coalfields of this period (Farrer and Brownbill
1908, 357). This was partially on account of rich deposits of cannel codl,
which burns with a bright flame and produces very little ash, and thus was in
great demand for household use and invariably sold for a higher price than
ordinary coa. The coa industry continued to expand through the 19"
century; by 1874 there were 140 collieries operating in the Wigan area, many
of which continued in use into the 20 century (Ashmore 1982). Trade was
helped by the completion of the Douglas Navigation in 1742 and the opening
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3.3.13

3.3.14

3.3.15

3.3.16

3.3.17

of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal in 1774, which generated large amounts of
trade, not least with Ireland (Clarke 1994, 43).

One of the earliest maps of Wigan (LRO DP175) was drawn in 1712 to
illustrate the proposed River Douglas Navigation. Whilst being somewhat
schematic, the map shows relative dense development along Millgate,
although this appears to have been focused particularly along the western
side of the road. This contrasts with a map of the town drawn by Mather in
1827, which provides the first detailed plan of Wigan (Fig 3).

It seems that cotton was beginning to be the dominant element of the textile
industry by the later 18" century; in 1754, the Swedish industrial spy RR
Angerstein noted that ‘large numbers of women and children were occupied
with the spinning of cottori (Berg and Berg 2001, 295). Some 40 years later,
Aiken (1795, 294) commented that ‘the cotton manufactory, as in al other
places, intrudes upon the old staple of the place’. Although slow by national
standards the introduction of steam-powered mills during the early part of the
19™ century meant that the textile industry remained an important part of the
local economy; at one point in the 19™ century, the industry accounted for
over 50 percent of the employment in the town (Hannavy 1990, 116). The
new process of ring spinning was introduced in a Wigan textile mill in 1887,
and from 1888 the Wigan firm of Ffarington, Eckerdey & Co Ltd became for
three decades the largest ring spinners in Britain (Williams and Farnie 1992,
35).

Further transport links, including a canal branch to Manchester and the
construction of the railways, continued to stimulate Wigan's extraction and
manufacturing industries during the 19™ century. The construction of the
Central Station a short distance to the east of Millgate is of particular
relevance to the present study. This was the third station to be built in Wigan,
and was erected in 1892 by the Grand Central Railway Company (Hannavy
1990, 96). Its construction demanded considerable landscaping works, which
included infilling the original course of the River Douglas and the raising of
levels along the western side of the Douglas Valley.

The continuing prosperity of the town meant that the population increased at
a tremendous rate during the 19" century. Much of the population were
housed in tightly-packed courts and small terraces, with the result that
sanitation reached correspondingly poor levels (UMAU 2001, 12). As a
result, the waterworks and gasworks were improved, public swimming baths
built and roads widened and improved (ibid). During the 20" century
Wigan's two man industries, coal and textiles declined, athough
engineering and food processing became increasingly important and
contributed greatly to the area’s economy (McNeil and Nevell 2000, 66).

The Central Station was closed in 1965, and had been demolished by 1982.
During the 1980s, the street plan in the area was remodelled by the
construction of the ring road. Of particular relevance to the present study was
that element of the ring road called River Way, which was driven across the
old course of the River Douglas to the east of the proposed development site.

For the use of Modus Properties © OA North: October 2005



The Grand Arcade, Wigan: Archaeological Evauation 12

4. SUMMARY RESULTS

4.1

411

4.2

4.2.1

4.2.2

4.2.3

4.2.4

4.2.5

INTRODUCTION

In total, 36 tria trenches with a combined total length of 350m were
excavated across the study area (Fig 2), in accordance with the project
gpecification. The trenches were focused on nine separate areas, and were
intended to assess the nature, density, extent, state of preservation, and
significance of any archaeological remains. This section presents a summary
of the results obtained from the archaeological evaluation.

RESULTS OF THE EVALUATION

Area G1: two trenches, with a combined length of 15m, were each excavated
to a maximum depth of 4m. The trenches were placed across a landscaped
area adjacent to the Watkin Street car park, and were intended to assess the
survival of a former cotton mill, which is depicted on the 60": 1 mile
Ordnance Survey map published in 1848.

No structural remains were encountered in either trench, although a rubble
layer (100) comprising crushed brick was exposed at a depth of 0.7m below
the modern ground surface in Trench 1. The layer probably represented the
demolition of the mill and subsequent redevelopment associated with the
construction of the railway and the former Central Station during the late 19"
century. Amongst the rubble was a small group of pottery fragments that
have been ascribed a 19" century date.

A thick band (1.60m) of coal and fuel ash (1026) was encountered at a depth
of 0.95m below the turf in Trench 2. This may have been associated with the
former mill’s steam-power plant, although it is perhaps more likely to have
derived from the sinking of coal shafts in the vicinity. The layer of dumped
material overlay a sequential deposition of clay, black silt and coa waste up
to 1.7m thick (1027). The dumping sequence possibly represented the
redeposited waste products associated with the mill’s steam plant, and may
indicate the proximity of a boiler house or chimney. However, this could not
be confirmed within the confine of the evaluation trench.

Area G2: three trenches with combined total length of 23.5m were excavated
across a car park between Station Road and Watkin Street with the intention
of recovering archaeological and palaeo-environmenta evidence associated
with the former line of the River Douglas and its western bank. The trenches
were excavated to a maximum depth of 3.80m, and each provided evidence
for considerable landscaping activity during the 19 century.

Physical evidence for the line of the river was limited to a small pocket of
blackened silt revealed at the bases of Trenches 1 and 3, which probably
represented a banked riverine deposit. The silt in Trench 1 (1028) was
encountered at a depth of 3.50m below the modern ground surface. This was
excavated for a distance of 3m, and was reveded to have a maximum
thickness of 0.75m. The layer doped sharply to the south, suggesting that it
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4.2.6

4.2.7

4.2.8

4.2.9

4.2.10

represented the edge of the former river channel, and was sealed by a
succession of similarly sloping deposits (1030), which yielded a small group
of pottery and clay tobacco pipe fragments, all of which were of post-
medieval date. These were overlain by redeposited clay, and a sequence of
tipping layers (1031) comprising loose soil mixed with brick and rubble,
which seemingly represented the in-filling of the river channel during the late
19" century (Plate 2).

An identical silt deposit was exposed within the north-western corner of
Trench 3 at a depth of 3.60m below the modern ground surface. The layer
(1029) was spread over a distance of 0.6m by 0.3m, and was overlaid by
almost identical deposits (1032) as those encountered in Trench 1.

Area G3: the evaluation of this area comprised the excavation of four trial
trenches, with a combined total length of 53m, within the area of Ship Yard.
This had presumably been named after the Ship Inn, which lay at the western
end of the yard aong the Millgate frontage. Ship Yard is shown on Mather’s
map of 1827 as a passageway |leading eastwards off Millgate, with buildings
along the northern and southern sides (Fig 3).

The evauation trenches were intended to assess the survival of deposits
associated with medieval and post-medieval occupation of the area, and
particularly the nature of activity within burgage plots extending back from
Millgate. The surviving archaeological remains were sealed by a layer of
concrete that was bordered in the north and east by cellars. The cellars
compromised the length of all the excavated trenches, although significant
and well-preserved deposits within closely sequenced soil horizons were
encountered below the concrete surface across the southern part of the site. A
chronology of the sequence was achieved via material evidence that dated
from the medieva period through to the last use of the site in the 20"
century. The evaluation also demonstrated a potential for waterlogged
remains of structural timbers to survive in-situ These included fence posts
that may indicate the line of a plot boundary, potentially of medieval origin.
The finds assemblage produced from the evaluation trenches included a large
collection of pottery recovered from the fills of pits, gullies, wall
construction trenches, and horticultural soils.

Trench 1: this was aligned north/south along the western part of the site, and
was excavated to a length of 12m (Plate 3). A layer of clay (317), exposed at
a depth of 1.3m within the southern part of the trench, seemingly represented
the natura subsoil (Fig 4).

The earliest features encountered within the trench included a series of inter-
cutting pits (335, 355, 319, and 1215) that were concentrated at the south end
of the trench and observed within a north-west facing section (Plate 4, Fig 6).
The earliest of these was sub-rectangular-shaped pit 1215. The pit was 0.7m
wide and 0.6m deep, and was filled primarily with a dark grey/brown sandy-
silt deposit (1217) that measured up to 0.32m thick. The upper fill of the pit
comprised a 0.31m thick layer of redeposited clay (1216). Neither of the fills
from pit 1215 produced any finds.
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A sub-rectangular pit (319), identified in the south end of the trench,
measured at least 1.2m by 1m and 0.42m deep. The southern part of the pit
had been removed by the foundation trench 327) for a post-medieval wall
(4.2.15 below), and the north-eastern edge was cut by pit 335 (Fig 4). The
sandy-silt fill (320) yielded fragments of glass bottles pottery that included
Blackwares to which a 17" to 18" centuries date range may be ascribed. It
would seem that this pit had been used as a repository for domestic waste.

Pits 1215 and 319 were both cut by pit 335, which was sub-rectangular in
plan with an uneven base that soped sharply to the west, giving a maximum
depth of 0.4m (Fig 6). The pit was filled with dark grey organic sandy-silt
(334) that yielded fragments of Blackwares and clay tobacco pipe, to which
an 18 century date may be ascribed. Fill 334 was overlain by two wooden
objects, seemingly representing the vestiges of planks, which had apparently
been deliberately laid and remained in-situ (Plate 5).

Pit 335 was cut by feature 355, which comprised a large sub-square cut
measuring approximately 1nf with a depth of 0.8m. The fill (1218)
comprised dark brown humic sandy-silt with occasional fragments of wood,
glass bottles, and sherds of pottery. The pottery included fragments of
Blackwares and glazed red earthenwares with a date range from the 17" to
19" centuries. Fill 1218 was in turn sealed by a layer of redeposited natural
clay (354) that contained a similar range of finds. These included fragments
of coal, animal bone, clay tobacco pipe and sherds of Mottled Ware pottery
that has a date range from the late 17" to early 18" centuries. These groups
of artefacts indicated that pits 335 and 355 had been excavated in common
episodes over a short period, and had probably been used as repositories for
domestic waste.

Another probable refuse pit 330) was identified in the central area of the
trench (Fig 4). The pit was sub-circular in plan with dimensions of 1.6m by
0.8m, and was filled by pale red sandy-clay (329). The fill contained
abundant fragments of broken bricks.

The southern edge of the trench was bounded by a brick wall (318) that was
aligned east/west, parallel and adjacent to the Ship Yard alley (Fig 4). Wall
318 had been set into foundation trench 327, the fill of which (328) yielded
fragments of black glazed red earthenware pottery.

Excavation revealed that the northern end of the trench contained a deep,
brick-built cellar associated with former properties along the edge of Ship
Yard. The floor B04) of the cellar comprised large flagstones, and the
southern wall @307) incorporated a cellar light (Plate 6). The cellar light
appeared to have been inserted into wall 307 after its origina build,
representing a change in the cellar’s function, or perhaps reflecting the
introduction of housing improvement Acts during the late 19" century. The
cellar contained a thick deposit of rubble material 300), representing its
abandonment and in-filling during the 20" century.

Two service trenches (321 and 322), both aigned broadly east/west,
represented the latest features encountered within Trench 1. Service trench
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321, cut into natural clay 317 at a depth of 0.4m, was situated within the
northern part of the trench (Plate 3). Service trench 322 was aigned
east/west, running from the western edge of the trench and across the entire
length of Trench 2. The base of service trench 322 was not encountered,
adthough it was clearly established that there was no potentia for
archaeological remains to survive beneath.

Trench 2: the trench was placed along the southern boundary of the site,
parallel and adjacent to the existing alley that connects Millgate with Station
Road. The trench was excavated to a length of 22m, and to a maximum depth
of 1.6m (Plate 7). Most of the features encountered in the trench had been
truncated by service trench 322, which lay aong the length of the trench
(Figs3and 4).

Possible medieval activity was represented by pit 1224, which was exposed
within the base of a sequence of inter-cutting pits (385, 1210, 1212, 1223;
Fig 7). Pit 1224 was cut into natura clay 317) and appeared to be sub-
rectangular with steep angled sides and a rounded base (Plate 8). It had
estimated dimensions of 1.6m by 1.5m, and a depth of at least 0.5m. The pit
was filled with dark grey silty-clay (1225) containing few inclusons. The
upper edge of the pit was cut by a circular feature (385) that contained brick
fragments within a brown silty-clay fill 386). Remnants of pit or post-hole
(1210) survived along the western edge of 1224. Measuring up to 0.28m in
depth 1210 was filled with a brown clay-silt (211). The western side of
1210 had been obliterated by feature 1212, which comprised a steep-sided
cut that resembled the edge of a ditch. The rounded base of a probable
circular pit (1223) represented the latest feature in the sequence (Plate 8),
though no edges were determined. No finds were yielded from any of the
pits.

A degraded stone spread 366) observed along the southern edge of the
trench (Fig 4) may be aremnant of a medieva surface. The spread comprised
flat and angular sandstone fragments that had average dimensions of 0.30m
by 0.15m, which survived for a distance of 2m by 0.5m within a reddish-
brown soil horizon. The spread contained small fragments of ceramic
building materials.

A dry-stone wall (324), aigned north/south and located at the eastern end of
the trench (Fig 5), may represent a remnant boundary feature. The wall
measured at least 1.6m by 0.25m and survived to a height of 1m, sealed by a
series of levelling layers beneath a concrete surface of modern origin (Plate
9). The fabric of the wall consisted of dressed masonry blocks at the base that
had an average size of between 0.24m by 0.12m by 0.10m. These were
sealed by two courses of smaller, roughly-hewn stones. Faint residue of lime
mortar bonding survived within the upper courses. No artefactual evidence
was recovered from the wall’s construction trench, although the natural clay
had been cut from a similar level to that of medieval pit 315 (Trench 3),
suggesting wall 324 to be of an early, and potentially, medieval date.

Another possible boundary feature was represented by a series of post-holes
(368, 370, 383 and 1200) that were aligned broadly paralel and adjacent to
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the existing aley. The post-holes may have been elements of a fence line that
ran for a distance of approximately 12m, perhaps delineating the edge of a
burgage plot. The gaps between 368 and 370 were measured at 1.5m, and
between 383 and 1200 measured at 4m.

Another series of inter-cutting pits was exposed in the central part of the
trench (Fig 8). The earliest pit (1207) of this group comprised a 1.5m wide
sub-circular cut with shallow edges filled with dark grey clay-silt (1206). Fit
1207 had seemingly been cut by another large rectangular pit (387) that had
vertical edges and a flat base cut through natural clay 317. The surviving
dimensions of pit 387 were 3m in width, with an overall depth of 0.8m. The
pit was lined on the west edge with yellowish-red clay (1204), which had
slumped toward the base and had also diffused with the primary fill (1205).
Fill 1205 comprised a dark brown clay-silt that contained charcoal and <2%
small rounded stones. The pit at some stage had been re-cut (1203) with less
vertical edges and smaller dimensions of 2m in width and 0.65m in depth.
The backfill of 1203 comprised a dark brown silty-clay (1220) measuring
0.42m thick, which was sealed by dark grey compact clay @36). Fill 336
produced several sherds of pottery that had a date range of between the 17"
and 18" centuries. Aside from fill 336, none of the other pits in this group
produced finds.

Layers 396 and 397 (Fig 4) were probably mixed fills of alarge pit (374) that
had largely been disturbed by service trench 322. The pit was sub-circular in
plan and was at least 3m in extent, within a wide U-shaped profile. The west
edge of the cut was observed in Trench 1 with partial remains of its mixed
clay fill 833) extant. Fill 333 produced pottery dating to the late 17" and
early 18" centuries.

Layer 388 comprised a 1.4m by 0.75m spread of mid-grey silty-clay that was
observed along the southern edge of the trench. The layer was cut by a sub-
circular feature (389) that measured 1.4m by 0.65m. The feature was filled
with an orange/brown clay-silt (390) that contained up to 40% broken bricks.
The feature was probably used as a rubble dump, although no finds were
recovered to provide any indication of the date of deposition.

Pit 372, located in the central part of the trench, comprised an ovular-shaped
feature measuring 0.72m by 0.5m, with a maximum depth of 0.1m. It
appeared that much of the feature had been truncated by a service trench
(322) of 20" century origin. The construction of this service trench had
clearly disturbed the pit fill (373), although several fragments of animal bone
recovered from the pipe trench possibly derived from the pit, and maybe the
detritus of an animal burial.

Drain 379 was observed in the south-facing section of the trench and
comprised a stone-lined structure that was capped with sandstone and
rendered at the base with slate. The drain seemed to run along a north/south
alignment. No finds were recovered.

An orange gravel spread (349) was observed at the east edge of the trench
that extended over a distance of 1.5m by 1m running beyond the south
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section. The spread contained late 18™ and early 19" century pottery, and
may represent a levelling episode during that period.

A compacted clinker and gravel surface 323) a the eastern edge of the
trench, may be a remnant of a yard surface associated with the Ship Yard,
which was laid down during the 18" or 19" centuries.

Trench 3: this was aligned north/south across the central part of the site,
paralel to Trench 1, and was excavated to a length of 8.8m (Fig 5). A layer
of clay (357) within the southern part of the trench, represented the natural
subsoil.

Potentially the earliest of the features identified within the trench was a
circular pit (315), cut into natural clay 317 towards the southern end of the
trench (Plate 10). The pit measured 1.2m in diameter, and had a maximum
depth of 0.75m. Thefill (316) comprised firm mid-grey silty-clay containing
<10% small- to medium-sized pebbles, and yielded fragments of Roman and
medieval pottery.

The vestiges of two shalow gullies (365 and 377) were identified within the
central part of the trench. Both were aligned east/west, and were set 0.60m
apart. Both gullies had a width of 0.35m, and an average depth of 0.17m. The
fills of the gullies 366 and 376 respectively) were indistinguishable from
deposit 337, which comprised an homogenous silty-clay deposit that had a
loose texture, resembling a garden soil layer. The deposit was spread over a
distance of 1m sloping to the south, and contained material that dated from
the late 17" to early 20" centuries, suggesting it to have been disturbed.

Lying above layer 337 was an area of disturbance (364) that could represent
a buried topsoil deposit. The deposit was very similar in texture to 337 but
contained less clay. The layer contained material that dated from the late 18™
and 19" centuries.

Layer 391 was very similar in composition to that of 337 and 364. The layer
appeared to be part of a build-up or levelling event that possibly related to
later buildings on the site.

A wal (325) of a similar construction to wall 324 (Trench 2) was
encountered along the northern edge of the trench (Plate 11). Whilst no
dating evidence was obtained from the fabric of the wall or its foundation
trench 347), the nature of its construction suggested that it to be of late
medieval or early post-medieval origin. It was aligned east/west, and was
sealed by a brick wall forming part of a later cellar. The brick wall may
represent an attempt to re-use material to reinforce the fabric of a later
structure.

A 0.30m wide stone-lined drain (1219) was observed running parallel to wall
325 across the trench. The drain was filled with mid-grey silty-clay 338)
sealed by an abundance of stones of various sizes. No finds were recovered
from the fill.
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Dump (326) contained a large proportion of mussel shells, clay tobacco pipe
fragments and coal, suggesting it to have been a midden deposit. The layer
aso vyielded fragments of sat-glazed stoneware and glazed white
earthenwares, to which late 18" and 19" centuries dates may be ascribed.

Trench 4: the trench was placed across the eastern part of the site, paradle to
Trench 3. This trench revealed the entire eastern end of the site to contain
deep but narrow cdllars, which had been abandoned and capped with a thick
concrete surface, but not demolished (Plate 12). The cellars appeared to have
been used for craft-working purposes, athough were not investigated in any
detail.

Area G4 two trenches of a combined total length of 20m were excavated to a
maximum depth of 1.6m. The trenches were targeted to assess the presence
or absence of late medieval and post-medieval deposits associated with the
very back of the burgage properties on Millgate.

Trench 1: the trench was aligned broadly east/west, and was excavated to a
length of 10m (Plate 13). The dtratigraphy within the trench was
characterised by a series of 20" century levelling layers that provided
bedding for a tarmac surfaced car park (Fig 9). There was no surviving
physical evidence for medieval or post-medieva activity, as the area had
been subjected to terracing, presumably during the later post-medieval
period.

The natural clay (401) was exposed at a depth of 0.60m below the modern
tarmac surface, and sloped gently to the east. This comprised a hard, pale red
sandy-clay with a cemented chalky texture. The clay was cut by an east/west
aligned land drain @02) that had been back-filled with broken sandstone
fragments (403). The drain was sedled by a band of grey clay mixed with
medium to large-sized bricks and rounded stones (407). The layer varied in
thickness from 0.08m in the south, to 0.26m at the east end of the trench,
reflecting the effects of terracing. The clay was sealed by tarmac levelling
layers (408).

Trench 2: the trench was placed to the south of Trench 1, and was excavated
for a distance of 10m on a north/south alignment (Plate 14). The deposits
revealed were broadly similar to those in Trench 1, athough there was no
evidence of terracing. Natural clay (405) was exposed along a level horizon
across the trench at a depth of 0.90m. A 1.14m deep sondage excavated at the
southern end of the trench exposed a seam of grey sedimentary bedrock
running below the clay. The trench was devoid of archaeological features or
finds.

Area G5: seven trenches with a combined total length of 92.5m were
excavated within Burrows Yard, to the rear of Millgate street frontage (Fig
10). The yard appears on Mather's map of 1827, leading eastwards from
Millgate, with buildings occupying the northern side (Fig 3). The trenches
were targeted to investigate the survival of Roman, medieval and early post-
medieval deposits. However, no significant deposits pertaining to any of
these periods were encountered, athough an unstratified lead seal token of
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probable post-medieval date (16"/17" century) was retrieved from levelling
layers, which appeared to have been associated with the construction of the
Civic Centre building lying to the immediate west of the site.

Trench 1: the trench was placed paralle and adjacent to the Millgate street
frontage, and was excavated to a length of 8m (Plate 15). The trench was
characterised by light yellow/red sand (504) used for levelling, which sealed
natural red clay subsoil (511). A sondage was excavated at the northern edge
of the trench to determine a depth to the clay, which was revealed to slope
sharply to the south. Sand layer 504 was sedled by a dark grey/brown silty-
clay (510) that yielded sherds of late post-medieval pottery. The layer was in
turn overlaid by another sand layer measuring 0.1m thick, sealed by topsoil
and turf. The trench was devoid of any significant archaeological features or
deposits.

Trench 2: the trench was aligned north-east/south-west, and at a right angle
to Millgate. It was excavated to a length of 15m, and to a depth of 0.8m,
revealing similar deposits to those exposed in Trench 1. Part of awall (507),
however, was exposed in the central part of the trench (Plate 16). This
comprised three courses of machine-pressed bricks bonded with a black ash
mortar and rendered with Welsh slate, indicative of a later 19" century date.
A stone foundation of sandstone ashlar blocks 613) was visble under the
lowest course, running along an east/west alignment. Similar sized stones
were also incorporated into the brick structure to apparently improve the
foundation. Two of the blocks were laid in the centre of the structure and a
further three at the west end of the trench at the point where the wall was
considerably denuded. A complete glass mineral water bottle was produced
from the base of the wall that has been dated to the late 19" or early 20"
centuries. The wall was sealed by a 0.4m thick deposit of sandy-silt (506),
which yielded a worn lead seal used as a form of quality control in the textile
industry.

Trench 3: the trench was placed parallel to Trench 1 at the north-eastern end
of Trench 2. It was characterised by a single course brick wall (514),
measuring 1.80m by 0.36m, encountered immediately below a 0.10m band of
silty-clay topsoil (515). The wall was aligned north/south, and was located
along the south-western corner of the trench (Plate 17). The component
bricks were machine-pressed, indicative of a late 19" century date, and
bonded with black ash mortar. The wall probably represented a remnant of an
outbuilding associated with structure 507 in Trench 2. Evidence of
landscaping was exposed in the north-facing section of the trench by a
thickening band of loose gravel (516) encountered at a depth of 0.60m below
the topsoil. This appeared to be associated with modern landscaping of the
ste.

Trench 4: natural boulder clay (517) was exposed in the eastern part of the
trench at a depth of 3.2m below the ground surface. The boulder clay was
sealed by a thick deposit of sand that was present throughout the trench. This
contained modern materia, including a block for Herras fencing, implying
that this area had been subjected to considerable disturbance, perhaps
associated with the construction of the Civic Centre.
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Trench 5: the only feature exposed within this trench was an east/west-
aligned wall 619) that extended 5.4m aong the northern section of the
trench (Plate 18). The wall comprised a dry-stone construction exposed at an
overal depth of 0.85m below the ground surface, cutting redeposited sandy-
clay (503); its foundation was formed by a single course of hand-made brick.
The width of the wall was only partially exposed, athough its location
suggested that it may have formed an externa or perimeter wall that
contained structures within Burrows Y ard.

Trenches 6 and 7 were devoid of archaeological features (Plate 19), but
yielded evidence for considerable disturbance during recent years. This
appears to have resulted in the complete obliteration of any archaeological
remains in this area.

Area G6: in total, eight trenches were excavated within the car park to the
west of Station Road, which aimed to investigate the survival of late
medieval and post-medieval deposits associated with burgage properties on
Millgate. A range of archaeological deposits were exposed that can be dated
broadly between the Roman period through to the 20" century. Specifically,
the deposits within the trenches excavated in the vicinity of St Elim church
offered well-preserved soil horizons (Trenches 4 to 8), although physica
evidence for the putative ‘ Town Wall’ was not encountered.

Trench 1: the trench measured 12.5m in length and was excavated to a
maximum depth of 2.7m. The earliest deposit encountered was a layer of
natural yellow clay (604), exposed at a depth of 1.20m in the western part of
the trench, but dropping gradualy to a depth of 2.7m below the modern
ground surface in the east. This presumably reflected the natural topography
of the western side of the valley associated with the River Douglas prior to
the extensive landscaping associated with the construction of the Central
Station during the 1890s.

Sedling the natural clay at the western edge of the trench was a thin layer of
grey sand (600) that formed an interface with a 0.2m thick band of clean,
dark grey silty-clay. This horizon was excavated for a distance of 5m, and
seemingly represented a buried soil horizon, potentially of medieval origin.
The layer was sealed by athick deposit (601) exposed at 0.40m below alayer
of stone sets that formed a foundation for the car park surface. Deposit 601
comprised dark brown plastic silty-clay, containing large amounts of
demoalition debris, including broken brick, wood, leather and pottery dating
between the latter half of the 17" and 19" centuries. The layer followed the
dope of the natural clay from just 0.10m thick in the west and gradually
thickening to 2.50m in the east. No archaeological features were observed.

Trench 2: measured 20m in length and was excavated to a maximum depth of
2m. Natural sandy-clay was exposed along the western edge of the trench at
a depth of 0.5m below the modern ground surface. The natural subsoil was
sealed by a layer of grey silty-clay (608), measuring up to 0.50m thick,
which contained fragments of pottery dating to the late 17" and 18"
centuries. Layer 608 was cut by two pits (606 and 610), that yielded pottery
dating to the 18" century. Pit 606 was positioned in the western area of the
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trench and was sub-circular in plan, measuring 1.2m in width and 0.26m in
depth. Pit 610, located at the eastern edge of the trench, was sub-rectangular
with dimensions of 1.6m by 1m; it was not fully excavated. Sealing layer 608
was a thin deposit of dumped material, seemingly of 19" century origin, that
had been truncated by modern structures in the trench. These included a
series of 20™ century walls forming square-shaped pits that dominated the
central part of the trench. The structures resembled brick-lined troughs that
were possibly used to store coad, the construction of which had all but
removed the underlying stratigraphy.

Trench 3: was positioned along the eastern edges of Trenches 1 and 2 and
measured 15m in length, and was excavated to a maximum depth of 3.60m.
Natura clay was exposed at a depth of 2m below the modern ground surface
and gradually sloped to the east to a depth of 3.6m.

The natural clay was sealed by a spread of grey silty-clay (608) that had been
exposed in Trench 2, and followed the same angle of descent as the naturd
subsoil. Layer 608 had been cut in the central area of the trench by a stone
wall 607) that ran along an east/west alignment. The wall survived to a
height of 1m, comprising four courses of angular-shaped rocks of varying
sizes, bonded by ash mortar. No dating evidence was recovered from the
wall’s construction cut, although several sherds of late 17" century pottery
were collected from layer 608. Prior to the construction of the Civic Centre,
an aleyway ran from Millgate in the direction of the River Douglas (local
historian pers comm), and it seems possible that wall 607 had been
associated with the alley.

Trench 4. was excavated to a maximum depth of 2.2m. Natural yellow clay
was exposed at the base of a sondage excavated at the eastern edge of the
trench, although a layer of light grey sand that appeared to be a natura
deposit was observed in the west. The sand sloped through the central part of
the trench, ranging in depths of between 0.50m to 1.2m below the ground
surface. The sand diffused with the yellow clay 3m west of the trench edge.
Sealing the grey sand was a dark reddish-grey silty-clay (615) that potentially
represented a medieval soil horizon, containing 12" to 13" century pottery.
The layer ranged in thickness from 0.15m in the west, to at least 0.50m at the
eastern edge of the trench. This was cut by a series of inter-cutting pits (616,
621, and 623), concentrated within a small area (Plate 20). The pit fills
yielded industrial residues and fragments of pottery dating to the Roman and
medieval periods.

During the medieva period, the pits had seemingly been re-cut into larger
sub-rectangular features (Fig 11), with severa fills producing pottery sherds
with a date range of between the 12'" to 14™ centuries. However, the bases of
al the pits had been effected by animal burrowing, which had resulted in
some disturbance to the features. The earliest pit 616) was roughly sub-
circular in plan, measuring approximately 1n¥ with a depth of 0.15m The
primary fill (619) comprised a thin deposit of dark grey sand sealed by light
grey sand (618). Fill 618 was in turn overlaid with sand with silty-clay lenses
(617) that yielded fragments of Roman and medieval pottery. Pit 621 was
located across the northern edge of pit 616. The feature comprised a shallow,
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sub-circular cut that had retained one surviving edge, giving an approximate
diameter of 0.5m. The pit was filled with light grey sand (622) that contained
a single fragment of medieval pottery. Pit 623 was exposed at the western
area of the trench and contained two fills. The primary fill (624) comprised
mid-grey sand with numerous small charcoal inclusions, industrial residues
and Roman and medieval pottery. The upper fill 625) produced Roman
ceramic building material and medieval pottery. It would seem that al the
Roman finds recovered from the fills were residual, but does suggest Roman
activity in the vicinity.

Two post-holes with in-situ stone pads (626 and 628) excavated within the
base of pit 621 have aso been ascribed to the medieval period, although no
finds were produced from the features to corroborate this dating. The post-
holes may represent a possible fence line that could relate to a burgage plot
border, athough this could not be confirmed within the confines of the
trench. A single post-hole cutting layer 615 at the eastern edge of the trench
(613) produced pottery dating to the late 18" to 20" centuries from its fill
(614).

Soil horizon 615 was sealed by a thick deposit of oily, coal-rich silty-clay
(646) that contained large amounts of pottery dating between the late 17" and
early 19" centuries. The layer was seemingly formed by material dumped
down the dlope of the hill from the direction of Millgate. A similar dumping
episode occurred immediately above layer 646, which comprised large
amounts of 20" century backfill that was used, subsequently, to provide
levelling for the car park.

Trench 5: was excavated along a north/south alignment, and incorporated
two targeted 5m trenches outlined on the project brief combined into one
10m trench. The trench was excavated to a maximum depth of 3.8m.

A very similar soil horizon to the deposit exposed in Trench 4 (615) was
observed at a depth of 2.40m below the ground surface. The horizon was
identified as a small patch of grey clay (409) that overlaid the natural subsoil
(745). The layer was sealed by 2.5m thick deposit of 19™ and 20™ century
debris (smilar to the backfill observed in Trench 4) that sloped sharply from
the west (746). The deposit was overlaid by 1.5m thick layer of rubble that
was probably used as levelling for the car park.

Trench 6: the trench had an overal length of 13m, and was excavated to a
maximum working depth of 1.90m (Fig 12). However, natura clay was
exposed within a machine-excavated sondage at a depth of 3.10m below the
modern ground surface.

The earliest anthropogenic layer encountered within the trench comprised a
substantial light brown, friable humic soil (630), interpreted as a medieva
garden soil horizon. Layer 630 had a thickness greater than 1.25m, and lay
directly above the natural sand subsoil (638). The layer’s coarse components
included frequent charcoa fragments, tree roots and occasiona flat worn
pebbles ranging in size from 50-100mm.
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The layer was cut in the west by a rectangular pit (634) that extended beyond
the southern edge of excavation (Plate 21). The pit had approximate
dimensions of 1nf and a depth of 0.40m. The fill (635) contained an
abundance of tree roots, lumps of charcoal and produced a range of pottery
dating from the 12" or 13" to the 18" centuries.

Sitting within 630 was a structure 633) that resembled a wall foundation
running from the north-facing section (Plate 22). It was formed by two
courses of unbonded rocks, with a narrow channel doping gradualy to the
east and filled by sticky, clean red clay, which may have acted as adrain.

Sealing 630 in the west was a thin (0.08m) layer of humic clay garden soil
(637). The layer gradualy thickened to a maximum depth of 0.40m in the
east. The deposit was similar in composition and depth to the soils seen in
other trenches excavated across the area 608 in Trenches 2 and 3), and
possibly had an 18" century origin. A small pit or large post-hole (643) was
observed cutting the layer at the eastern end of the trench. The feature was
circular in plan with sharp sides and U-shaped profile, with a diameter of
0.4m and a depth of 0.5m. The fill (644) comprised loose dark brown silty-
clay yielding pottery with a date range between the late 17" to early 19"
centuries.

Layer 637 and pit 643 were sealed by a mixed deposit (636) of 18" of 19"
century origin, which comprised loose demolition material that gradualy
thickened to 1m in the east area of the trench. This layer, and pit 643, were
cut by a wall ©45), which was aligned north/south across the trench. The
wall was a single string thick, suggesting it to have been an interna or
partition structure, and was constructed using hand-made bricks. This butted
another wall (641), comprising machine-pressed bricks, which bordered the
entire northern edge of the trench. The latter wall represented the north
externa wall of St Elim church. Other features cutting layer 643 included a
concentration of 19™" century pits (647) located directly west of wall 645. The
intended function of these pits remains uncertain, although it is possible that
they were associated with church activity. Brick drain 639 cut through the
surface of layer 636 in the eastern part of the trench, and was clearly of 20"
century origin.

Trench 7: measured 10m in length, and was excavated to a depth of 3.1m to
natural clay. The trench offered little in terms of significant deposits, and
closely mirrored the deposits encountered in Trench 3. However, a 19"
century wall (640) was observed along the northern edge of the trench that
formed the external east perimeter of the former church (Plate 23). The wall
was exposed at a depth of 0.35m below the ground surface and comprised
hand-made bricks bonded with a sandy lime mortar. The wall was aligned
north/south, and was exposed for a distance of 6m.

Trench 8: measured 10m in length, and was excavated to a depth of 1.4m
(Plate 24). The trench produced little in terms of significant deposits. Natural
orange clay subsoil was encountered at a depth of 1m in the west. The natural
subsoil had been cut by a series of parallel, narrow linear features 649),
which had shallow depths of 0.10m, and may have been remnants of wheel
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ruts from small carts. The trench was unusually devoid of pre-19" century
deposits as observed in the rest of Area G6, which hints that this part of the
site had been truncated during construction of the church.

Area G7: a total of three trenches with a combined length of 45m was
excavated over the site of Powell’s Yard. The yard appears on Mather’s map
of 1827 as a short passageway leading eastwards off Millgate, with buildings
along the northern and southern sides (Fig 3). The trenches intended to
investigate the survival of late medieval deposits associated with the burgage
properties on Millgate.

Trench 1: was aligned broadly east/west, and was excavated for a distance of
25m (Fig 13). The natural subsoils encountered in the base of the trench
incorporated a noticeable change in level halfway along the trench, dropping
by 0.30m towards the east (738). In the southern section (Fig 14),
immediately to the west of this peculiarity, a squared block of heavily
decayed sandstone (727) was exposed, seemingly in-situ This raised not
only the possibility that this area contained the remains of a substantia
building, but that the natural clay subsoil may have been terraced at one time.

To the east of the potential terrace were a successive series of soil deposits
(719, 720) above the clay natural, which produced quantities of Roman
ceramic building material. In the light of the finds assemblage retrieved from
Trench 2 (4.2.77 below), this material provided further indications of a
considerable Roman building in the vicinity.

Three small sub-circular features (721, 739, 740), identified as possible post-
holes, were encountered towards the eastern end of Trench 1. An oval-shaped
feature (723), composed of partially-fired clay, was exposed adjacent to the
post-holes (Plate 25). Whilst the full extent of this feature lay beyond the
excavated trench, it was identified firmly as a Roman hearth, probably
intended for industrial or craft-working purposes. The deposit within the
hearth (724) produced fragmentary ceramic building materials and lumps of
patialy fired clay. A near-complete Roman imbrex, or roof-tile, was
recovered from the base of deposit 724. However, it did not yield any
industrial residues such as metal-working slag that could provide an
indication as to what the hearth had been used for.

A series of six similarly-sized sub-circular pits (708, 712, 715, 732, 741 and
742), each filled with organic-rich deposits, was exposed aong the trench,
predominantly towards the western end. Excavation by half-section of these
pits produced no datable evidence of any kind, although their size and the
organic nature of the deposits within them was characteristic of post-
medieval rubbish or cess-pits. Pit 732 had been cut by the foundation trench
for abrick wall (736), which was of a probable 19™" century date.

An east/west aligned wall (736), composed of stone blocks and hand-made
bricks, was exposed towards the western end of the trench. The wall was
sealed by modern hardcore used as levelling for the tarmac car park.
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Trench 2: was aligned broadly north/south, and was excavated for a distance
of 10m (Plate 26). This trench yielded a considerable quantity of Roman
pottery fragments, including sherds of Samian, amphorae, and Black
Burnished wares, together with fragments of ceramic building material such
as tegula and imbrex roof tile. These were recovered from a series of
successive layers (711, 719, and 725), with a total thickness of 0.60m, that
doped markedly towards the south (Fig 15). The magjority of the pottery
fragments dated from the late 1% and early 2" centuries.

These Roman horizons were sealed by a thin layer of organic material (743),
which possibly represented a buried turf. This was overlaid by a soil horizon
of post-medieval origin {744), which in turn lay immediately beneath the
modern surface.

Trench 3: the trench was aigned north-east/south-west, and was excavated
for adistance of 10m (Fig 16).

The natural clay subsoil f09) was cut by a large sub-circular pit 706),
which had a projected diameter of c¢4m and a depth in excess of 0.86m. A
small group of medieval pottery and a 1m-long segment of a wooden object,
potentially a fragment of a barrel that has been provisionally dated to the 17"
or 18" century, was recovered from the pit fill f07). A single sherd of
Roman mortaria was recovered from the clearance layer (703) above the pit.

Area G8: a total of three trenches with a combined length of 28m was
excavated in order to evaluate the archaeological evidence for activity at the
rear of Millgate burgage properties.

Trench 1: the trench was aligned broadly east/west, measured 15m, and was
excavated to a maximum depth of 2.30m at the western edge. The naturd
subsoil in the trench comprised yellow sandy-clay that sloped from west to
east at depths of 0.80m to 1.90m respectively. The clay was cut by a feature
of probable Roman date (816, Plate 27), as suggested by a single fragment of
pottery recovered from its fill 817). The presence of fire-hardened clay and
charcoal-rich deposits within the fill raises the possibility that the feature
represented the vestiges of an oven or hearth similar to that identified in Area
G7. Although no other distinct Roman features were encountered, some
fragments of decorated Samian ware were recovered from loose soil at the
eastern end of the trench.

Feature 816 was sealed by a deposit of garden soil 822) of probable 18"
century origin, which was observed throughout the trench along the section
edges (Plate 28). The deposit thickened to a depth of 1m in the vicinity of a
cellar exposed along the western edge of the trench and produced a range of
pottery dating between the 17" and early 19" centuries. The soil was in turn
sealed by a deposit of black gravel that provided bedding for a cobbled
surface (828).

Surface 828 was possibly associated with a yard that surrounded a brick
structure or building (825) cutting natural clay. The structure comprised a
wall that was exposed along the western edge of the trench, surviving to a
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depth of 1m and extending for a distance of over 5m. The wall returned
sharply to the north at the western edge for 2.2m, and continued beyond the
trench edge. The fabric of the wall comprised machine-pressed bricks,
indicative of alate 19" century date, bonded by black ash mortar.

At the western end of the trench was a seven course high brick wall (747).
The wall comprised loosely-bonded hand-made bricks sat above a dry-stone
wall foundation. The dry stone element was formed by angular rocks and
may have been a remnant of an earlier wall. The position of the wall at the
base of an embankment suggests that it may have functioned as a revetment
within the bank that lies to the immediate west of the trench.

The structures in the trench were sedled by a 0.25m thick deposit of
overburden (829) comprising loose humic soil that contained 19" and 20"
century material. Much of the deposit had probably slumped from the
adjacent earthen bank.

The western part of the trench was formed by an unfloored cellar, which had
been cut into the natural subsoil. Three contiguous walls formed the cellar
that was bonded to the western end of building 825. The cellar was formed
from hand-made bricks (possibly re-used) set in a yellow lime mortar.

Trench 2: the trench was excavated along a north-west/south-east alignment
for a distance of 8m and to a maximum depth of 1.4m. The stratigraphy
exposed within the trench had been subject to considerable disturbance from
tree roots and by various phases of construction and ground make-up.

The earliest features encountered within this trench included a sub-
rectangular pit (801), measuring 1m by 0.8m, that was exposed at the
northern end of the trench. The base of the pit appeared to have been lined
with red clay (824) at the base that was sealed with a dark organic deposit
(802). Fragments of 17" century pottery were produced from fill 802.

In the central part of the trench was a north/south aligned ditch 807) that cut
through natural clay, but yielded no dating material. Stone drain @15) was
aligned east/west and was observed within the north-facing section of the
trench. The drain was capped by gritstone slabs, and yielded 18" century
pottery from its fill.

These features were sealed by a thin layer of humic soil (749), which was of
a very similar texture and consistency to layer 822 in Trench 1 @.2.82
above). This was overlain by a deposit (748) that contained numerous small
fragments of coal. Deposit 748 was cut in the south end of the trench by a
wall comprising machine-pressed bricks, that crossed the trench along a
north/south alignment, and was possibly related to structure 825 in Trench 1
(4.2.83 above). The deposit was also cut by a series of 20 century drains,
and a black-mortared brick wall of smilar date.

Trench 3: the trench measured 5m in length and was excavated along an
east/west alignment to a depth of 3.5m, exposing the natural clay subsoil
(1020). No features or deposits of archaeological significance were
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encountered and, in general terms, the stratigraphy within the trench
comprised dumped material (1021) of 19" century origin, which directly
overlay the natura subsoil. The trench failed to yield any evidence for
activity of an earlier date.

Area G10: this area is marked on Mather’s map of 1827 as McEwan’s Yard,
and is depicted as a short passageway off Millgate, providing access to along
open plot of land leading down to the River Douglas (Fig 3). Four trenches
were excavated across this area, and were intended to evaluate the
archaeological potential of the area immediately east of Millgate, relating in
particular to medieval burgage properties. The results obtained from the
evaluation of this area demonstrated a sequence of discrete features, some of
which were of Roman origin.

Trench 1: the trench measured 20m, and was excavated on a north/south
alignment parallel to Millgate to a maximum depth of 2.40m. Natural orange
clay (1022) was exposed a a depth of 0.25m below the modern ground
surface, at the southern end of the trench. The clay gradually thickened to
0.50m in the northern end of the trench, where it was revealed to overlie a
seam of yellow sand subsoil measuring at least 0.60m in thickness.

The topography of the natural subsoil could not be discerned elsewhere in the
trench due to a row of cellars (1019) constructed along the Millgate street
frontage. The evauation revealed a series of cellar walls and floors
comprising basement rooms filled with demolition deposits dating from the
20" century. The cellar walls were aigned north/south (parallel to Millgate)
or east/west (perpendicular to Millgate). The walls in the northern end of the
trench were all constructed from hand-made bricks and bonded with sand and
lime mortar, and retained some rendering on the internal faces in the form of
plaster. The northernmost wall survived to a height of 2.20m, with the
uppermost surface being exposed at a depth of 0.25m below the existing
tarmac surface. The floor of the cellar, where visible, was constructed of
sandstone flags with maximum dimensions of 0.60m by 0.90m (Plate 29).

The southernmost cellar wall was found to have incorporated a poorly-
coursed dry-stone structure of an earlier date in its build. The north/south
brick wall immediately to the north of this appeared also to have replaced an
earlier dry-stone wall, some of which survived on an east/west alignment.
The southernmost brick wall represented the earliest surviving phase of
archaeological activity in the trench.

Trench 2: measured 20m in length, and was aigned north/south parallel to
Trench 1. The trench was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.30m. Natural
subsoil (1000), observed at the northern end of the trench at a depth of 0.10m
below the modern ground surface, consisted of mid-yellow sandy-clay
containing lenses of sand. The southern part of the trench was characterised
by concentrations of diffused deposits and discrete features that had Roman
origin (Plate 30).

Four diffused Roman layers (1001), (1002), (1003) and (1004) were
observed spread across the trench, disturbed by contemporary features. The
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deposits possibly represented an early phase of Roman activity on the site.
Deposit 1001 comprised mid-yellowish clay with a sizeable stone
component. Deposit 1002 comprised yellowish clay mixed with mid-brown
clay. Deposit 1003 comprised mid-yellow clay with mixed brown lenses and
a sSizeable stone component. Deposit 1004 comprised mid-yellow clay
containing lenses of brown clay and frequent inclusions of poorly sorted
stones. A small sondage into the upper part of 1004 produced Roman
ceramic building material and pottery fragments dating to the late 17" to 19™
centuries reflecting a degree of post-medieval disturbance. Except for layer
1004, the deposits may represent build-up layers associated with a possible
floor surface.

These layers were overlaid by two deposits (L008) and (1010) that may have
represented the remnants of disturbed pit fills. Deposit 1008 comprised dark
brownish-grey sand with inclusions of pink clay that produced sherds of
Roman amphora; it filled a large sub-circular pit (1009). Deposit 1010
similarly comprised dark brownish-grey sand with infrequent inclusions of
pink clay, and appeared to fill a square-shaped pit (1011). Both deposits may
represent a second phase of Roman activity.

An additional two pits (1007 and 1013), possibly of a broadly contemporary
date, were identified within the trench. Pit 1007 cut the edge of deposit 1004
and was filled by 1018. it 1013 was square-shaped in plan, and appeared to
truncate pits 1009 and 1011. The pit was filled with dark brownish-grey sand
(1012).

Trench 3: the trench measured 15m on a north/south axis, and was excavated
to a maximum depth of 0.90m. Natural subsoils were not exposed in any part
of the excavated trench.

The majority of the trench was characterised by spread of mid-brown firm
silty-clay (1014) that may have a Roman origin. Layer 1014 was the most
extensive deposit exposed within the trench, and produced fragments of
Roman pottery. Very similar deposits to the north of 1014 were observed in
discrete patches surviving amongst the services and other |ate truncations.

The northern end of the trench contained brick rubble and modern demolition
deposits, suggestive of below-ground disturbance similar to that observed in
Trench 1. A brick and dry-stone wall (1023) crossed the trench from east to
west at the southern end of the trench. The wall was exposed at a depth of
0.10m below the existing ground surface, and had a width of 0.80m with one
visible course surviving to a height of 0.12m. The single course of hand-
made bricks comprising part of the wall were situated directly below parts of
the dry-stone construction, which dated the wall as a probable 19" century
feature.

A dry-stone wall (1024) traversed the centre of the trench on a north/south
alignment. This wall measured 0.40m wide and 0.50m high, surviving to a
depth of 0.60m below the existing ground surface. This wall was irregularly
built but well-coursed, with a mortar bond visible between some of the
component pieces of sandstone. Wall 1024 may have been part of an 18" or
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19" century garden or property boundary, perhaps following an older line
marking the edge of burgage properties extending eastwards from Millgate.

Trench 4: the trench was placed on an east/west alignment across the
southern end of Trench 2, and was excavated to a length of 10m and to a
maximum depth of 0.30m. Natural clay subsoil (1025) was encountered at a
depth of 0.30m at the western end of the trench, and comprised mid-
brownish-red compact clay. The existing topography of the site was
relatively level, albeit with a slight downward slope eastwards across the site,
and the natural clay followed this contour.

Situated in the central part of Trench 4 was a linear feature (1015) aigned
north/south across the trench, measuring 0.45m wide. Feature 1015 was filled
by deposit 1016, a mixed brownish-grey clayey-sand. The upper part of fill
1016 produced small fragments of ceramic building material, which have not
been possible to date with any accuracy.

Immediately to the west of feature 1015, and continuing beyond the northern
section of the trench, was a discrete pit (1017). The upper fill (1018) of this
regular oval-shaped pit produced ceramic building material that appeared to
be Roman in character. This was the earliest feature in Trench 4.

One modern land drain ran east/west across the western end of the trench
before returning southwards out of the trench. At the eastern end of site a
large 19™ century rubbish pit was revealed, containing broken flagstones as
part of the upper fill. This upper fill was composed of dark greyish-brown
coarse sand with a high percentage of coal waste, indicative of a 19" or 20"
century date.

THE FINDS

Introduction: in total, 969 artefacts and ecofacts were recovered from the
evaluation, the majority of which was fragments of pottery. The quantities of
the different types of finds is presented in Table 1, below, and a full
catalogue is set out in Appendix 3. Details of the Roman, medieval, and post-
medieval pottery are set out below, followed by the other categories of finds.

Category Quantity Category Quantity
Animal bone 19 Kiln furniture 3
Bell mould 5 Lead 6
Cannel coal L eather 2
Carbon 1 Marine shell 30
Ceramic 6 Paint? 2
Ceramic building material | 45 Pipe clay 1
Clay tobacco pipe 53 Plastic 1
Coa 8 Pottery 731
Concretion? 1 Slag 9
Copper aloy 1 Steel 1
Fuel ash? 2 Stone 5
Glass 12 Timber 8
Iron 9 Wood 1
Total 969

Table 1: Quantities of different categories of finds
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The Roman Pottery: in total, 51 sherds of Roman pottery, including
fragments of Samian, mortaria, amphorae and assorted coarsewares were
collected from the evaluation trenches in Areas G3, G6, G7, G8 and G10. Of
this total, 30 sherds were retrieved from stratified layers such as soil horizons
in Area G7 (719, 720), pit fills in Area G6 (605, 617, 625) and a hearth in
Area G8 (817). In general, however, the materia was in poor condition, and
many fragments were clearly quite abraded. Analysis of the pottery was
based solely on visua inspection of individua sherds, and has been
described using the terminology developed by Orton et al (1993).

Samian: three worn decorated Samian sherds were recovered from the
clearance layer (702) in Area G7. The sherds derived from separate vessels,
with an identifiable single bowl rim (Form 35, Webster 1996). This is likely
to have been manufactured in Central Gaul, and may be ascribed a 2™
century date.

Mortaria: four fragments of red-gritted mortaria, with a pale cream fabric,
were recovered from clearance layers in Area G7. The materia was probably
derived from the Mancetter-Hartshill kilns, which were producing mortaria
from the mid-2" century.

Amphora: in total, seven fragments of Spanish amphora were collected from
clearance layers in G7 and G10, although a single sherd was collected from a
stratified soil horizon (719) in G7. The latter sherd was a fragment of a
handle from a Dressel 20 amphora. No stamps were observed on any of the
fragments which hinders accurate dating, athough a broad date range of
between the 1% and 3" centuries can be ascribed.

Coarsewares. amongst the 37 fragments of Roman coarsewares were two
sherds of buff ware flagons of late 1%/early 2nd century date collected from
clearance layers in Area G6 and G7. In addition, 11 red oxidised fabrics,
which had a clean matrix and some tranducent quartz temper, were
recovered from pit fillsin G6 (617), Roman soil horizons in G7 (719, 720),
and from the putative hearth in G8 (817). Four of the sherds bore a degraded
white dip and resembled pottery commonly produced in Wilderspool until
the mid-2"% century. The rest of the oxidised sherds were coarse orange
fabrics likely to have been produced localy, two of which derived from a
mid- 2nd century segmental bowl. Fragments of two Black Burnished Ware
Category 1 (BB1) cooking pots were collected from clearance layers in G7
and G8, dating generally to the mid-2" century. A single worn sherd of a
Grey Ware vessal, recovered from pit fill 605, resembled the type of product
manufactured at the Crambeck kilns during the 3@ and 4™ centuries.
However, pit fill 605 aso yielded several fragments of post-medieval
pottery, suggesting that the Roman sherd was residual.

An assemblage of 17 sherds from a soil horizon (719) in G7 represented the
largest group of Roman pottery collected during the evaluation. The
assemblage included 15 sherds of fully-reduced Grey Ware vessels. Two of
the sherds quite possibly derived from North Gaul, bearing horizontal bands
aong the vessal neck and upper body. North Gaul potters were producing
vessels of this type during the late ¥ and 2" centuries (Vivien Swan pers
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comm). An additional two sherds derived from thick-walled storage jars. The
vessels have a general date of between the later 2" to early 3¢ century. The
rest of the group included a flat grooved rim from a small dish in an oxidised
local fabric. A broad date range of 1% to 3 centuries can be attributed to the

group.
Type Area Date Range Total | Description
Amphora G7/G10 1% to 3" century 7 Dressel 20 form
Samian G7 2" century 3 Central Gaulish
products
BB1 G7/G8 Mid-2"? century 2
Mortaria G7 Mid-2" to 4th 4 Mancetter-Hartshill
century
Oxidised (local) G3/G6/G7/G10 | 2" century 8 Segmental bowl
Oxidised (nonlocal) | G6/G7 2" century 7 Wilderspool type forms
Grey ware G6/G7 293 century 16 Locally-produced
cooking pots
Buff ware G6/G7 152" century 3 Flagons, probable
imports
Grey ware G6 394" century 1 Crambeck?
Total 51
Table 2: Roman Pottery
438 The assemblage is predominantly influenced by the types of pottery

4.3.9

4.3.10

4311

commonly traded with Roman military centres, such as the nearby industry at
Wilderspool, which serviced the Northern Frontier and outlying forts during
the 2" century.

Medieval pottery: in total, 78 fragments of medieval pottery were produced
from the programme of evauation trenching, the bulk of which was
recovered from stratified deposits. In general terms, whilst most sherds were
small, few were either heavily abraded or displayed signs of having been
rolled, suggesting little post-depositional disturbance.

Analysis of the pottery was based solely on visua inspection of individual
sherds, and has been described using the terminology developed by Orton et
al (1993) and the Medieval Pottery Research Group (1998).

Fragments of medieval pottery were recovered from five of the areas
examined during the course of the evaluation (Areas G3, G6, G7, G8 and
G10); quantification of the medieval pottery produced from each of the
trenches is presented by sherd count in Table 3. As might be expected, the
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majority of the fragments were vessel body sherds, although a variety of
diagnostic rims and handles were also retrieved, albeit in low numbers.

A 12" to 15" centuries date may be suggested for the medieval pottery
assemblage as a whole, although close dating is hampered by the paucity of
published groups of comparable materia recovered from Wigan previoudly.
A fabric list has been devised, athough this should be considered as
provisional in advance of a larger assemblage being produced from further
archaeological investigations on the site. The date ranges suggested for these
fabrics are thus approximate, and are based on broad paralels from
excavations elsewhere in the North West (Davey 1977; McCarthy and
Brooks 1988).

? Fabric 1: a hard, coarse fabric with rough surfaces and a hackly fracture.
It contains moderate, ill-sorted, sub-rounded to sub-angular quartz
inclusons up to 1Imm across, red iron ore, fragments of rock, and
moderate mica. Wall surfaces are a pale orange with no evidence of a
glaze, and the core is reduced to a mid-grey. May be described as being
of the Northern Gritty Tradition. Corresponds to material recovered from
excavations on Standishgate (OA North 2005). Date range:
approximately 12" to 13" centuries.

? Fabric 2: smilar to Fabric 1, but finer-grained. Recognisable forms
include pipkin, with olive-green splashed lead glaze. Likely to be from
the same production centre as Fabric 1. Date range: approximately 13" to
14™ centuries.

? Fabric 3: very similar to Fabric 1, but coarser inclusions, and pronounced
everted rim. Likely to be from the same production centre as Fabric 1.
Date range: approximately 12'" to 13" centuries.

? Fabric 4 a medium-sandy, oxidised fabric with an irregular fracture.
There are frequent tiny inclusions with sparse larger sub-rounded quartz
inclusions up to 0.5mm across, and moderate mica. The wall surfaces are
oxidised to orange, with a core occasionally reduced to a mid-grey. There
is no indication of a glaze. Similar to material recovered from
Standishgate (OA North 2005). Date range: approximately 13" to 15"
centuries.

? Fabric5: a hard gritty fabric containing moderate, ill-sorted, sub-rounded
to sub-angular quartz inclusions up to 1mm across and moderate mica.
Wall surfaces are a pale orange to buff brown, occasionaly with a core
reduced to a mid-grey. Some sherds have an olive-green lead glaze. Date
range: approximately 13" to 14™" centuries.

? Fabric 6 a hard, medium-sandy fabric with an irregular fracture. The
wall surfaces are pale orange with a dark grey reduced core. Traces of an
olive-green splashed glaze are apparent on some fragments. Date range:
approximately 13" to 14" centuries.

For the use of Modus Properties © OA North: October 2005



The Grand Arcade, Wigan: Archaeological Evauation

33

4.3.13

Whilst the total number of sherds recovered from the evaluation is too small
for reliable statistical analysis, it seems that Fabrics 1 — 3 predominate,
suggesting these types to have been produced locally. None of the sherds
were large enough to provide a good indication of the range of forms present.
The largest sherd was recovered from layer 615, Area G6, which seemingly
represented a Fabric 6 jar or jug of slender proportions. The vessel had
clearly been wheel-thrown, but was largely unglazed except for a few
splashes of an olive-green lead glaze.

Areal/Trench/Ctx Fabri | Count | Sherd Type Date Range
G3/T3/316 1 1 Unglazed body sherd C12th — C13th
G3/T3/316 2 3 One straight, hooked, side strap Mid-C13th — Cl14th
handle with splash glaze
(Pipkin); two body
sherds
G6/T4/615 1 2 One everted rim and one small C12th — C13th
body sherd. Unglazed.
G6/T4/615 6 1 One large base sherd with traces C13th — Cl4th
of asplashed glaze
G6/T4/617 2 25 Assorted small body sherds C12th — C13th
G6/T4/622 1 1 One everted rim with internal C12th — C13th
bevel. Unglazed.
G6/T4/622 3 1 Body sherd with splashed glaze C12th — C13th
G6/T4/624 6 1 Body sherd with olive-green glaze | C13th — C14th
G6/T4/625 4 4 One everted rim with an external | C12th — C13th
bevel and three small
body sherds
G6/T6/630 2 15 Assorted small body sherds C12th — C13th
G6/T6/635 2 1 Unglazed body sherd C12th — C13th
G6/T6/635 5 3 Three body sherds, one glazed C13th — Cl14th
G7/T2/702 3 1 One everted rim with an external | C12th — C13th
bevel
G7/T3/707 2 5 Five body sherds, possibly from | C12th — C13th
single vessel
G8/Ty817 2 1 One upright rim with internal C13th
bevel and splashed
glaze
G8/T1/822 3 1 Small, unglazed body sherd C12th — C13th
G8/T1l/Ungtratified | 4 2 Small, unglazed body sherds C12th — C13th
G8/T2/802 2 1 One upright, collared rim with C13th
2dipped glaze
G8/T2/812 2 1 Small, unglazed body sherd C12th — C13th
G8/T2/Ungtratified | 1 1 Small, unglazed body sherd C12th — C13th
G10/T2/ 1004 2 1 One unglazed, straight, hooked, C13th
side strap handle
(Pipkin)
G10/T3/1014 4 2 Two unglazed body sherds C12th — C13th
G10/T3/Unstratified | 1 1 One unglazed body sherd C12th — C13th
G10/T3/Unstratified | 3 1 One body sherd with traces of C12th — C13th
splashed glaze
G10/T3/Unstratified | 5 1 Unglazed body sherd C12th — C13th
G10/T4/1016 2 1 One glazed, straight, hooked, side | C13th
strap handle (Pipkin)

Table 3: Medieval pottery
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Only a small proportion of the recovered sherds were decorated, excluding
the use of glazes, and all vessels seem to have been wheel-turned. The range
of forms, athough comparatively wide, nevertheless appears to have been
restricted to fairly utilitarian vessels. There was no evidence for more exotic
forms, such as face jugs, puzzle jugs, aguamaniles, or for the use of
anthropomorphic or zoomorphic decoration. As such, it may be suggested
that the assemblage is typically that required to supply the needs of an urban
community.

The likely sources of pottery used in Wigan during the medieval period are
as yet not well known, and the fabrics present in the Grand Arcade
assemblage cannot be ascribed to a specific source. It is most likely,
however, that they are the product of a local source. The production of
pottery in the town is implicit in a document of 1310, which refers to ‘Adam
the potter of Wigan who held a house and half an acre of land on Marking
Place (cited in Powell 1998, 7-8). Moreover, archaeological excavations on
Hallgate in 1991 yielded fragments of ceramic wasters from medieval
deposits, providing reasonable evidence for a pottery kiln to have been in the
vicinity (GMAU 2001). The nearest known medieval pottery kilns outside of
the town include the recently discovered sites at Prescot, Merseyside
(Edwards 2000), and Samlesbury, Lancashire (NAA 2004). In addition, there
are four known kiln sites in Cheshire: Ashton (Newstead 1934), Audlem
(Webster and Dunning 1960), Eaton-by-Tarporley (Edwards 2000), and
Brereton Park (Rutter 1983). Some similarities may be drawn between the
ceramic forms produced at these centres and those recovered from the
present evaluation. The jars and jugs recovered from the kiln site at Audlem,
for instance, tended to be undecorated with globular profiles and everted rims
(Webster and Dunning 1960, 113). In contrast, the pottery recovered from
the kiln site a Ashton was frequently decorated by means of incised
combing, applied rouletted strips and stamped pellets, and applied motifs
(Newstead 1934), seemingly of a different tradition to the Wigan material.

Post-medieval pottery: in total, 574 fragments of post-medieval pottery were
recovered during the evaluation. Approximately one third of these were
finewares, mainly tableware vessels, whilst the remainder of the assemblage
comprised coarsewares that were essentially vessels for use in the kitchen.
The former are more useful for dating purposes, since they were more subject
to changing fashion and technology, thereby remaining in circulation for
shorter periods than finewares.

The quantities of the different types of finewares identified are set out in
Table 4, below, which shows that potentially the earliest in date amongst
them were 13 fragments of cobalt-decorated grey salt-glazed stoneware.
These fragments were all derived from a single vessel, recovered from
redeposited clay 333 (Area G3), which also yielded pottery dated to the late
17" to early 18™ centuries. The sherds were from a baluster-form mug with
elaborate heart-shaped applied sprigs. A broadly comparable cobalt-
decorated baluster-form salt-glazed grey stoneware mug with applied
decoration was found at John Dwight's Fulham Pottery (Christophers et al
1977, 8). This vessd is very smilar to that recovered from the present
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evaluation, other than the detail of the applied sprigs. John Dwight is known
to have lived with his family near Wigan prior to establishing his business in
Fulham in 1673, and is thought to have experimented with the production of
stoneware vessels, while at Wigan in 1671 and 1672 he was successful in
obtaining from Charles Il a patent with the sole right to manufacture not only
‘porcelaine’ or china and Persian ware, but also stoneware or ‘Cologne
ware, which in the form mainly of drinking vessels and bottles had been
imported on a large scale into England from the Rhineland for over a century
(opcit, 20). It isnot clear if the mug from layer 333 is a German import or if
it was made in England, possibly in Wigan.

A range of 17" to 18" century finewares was represented, comprising
Blackwares, dip-coated and slip-decorated ware, self-glazed earthenwares,
black-glazed red earthenware, and Mottled Ware. Of these, the black-glazed
red earthenware, Mottled Ware, and dip-coated ware were the most
numerous. In common with many other domestic assemblages recovered
from archaeological investigations in the North West, tin-glazed earthenware
and white salt-glazed stoneware were present in small quantities. A single
fragment of tin-glazed earthenware was recovered from clearance layer 313,
and the only white salt-glazed stoneware was a single fragment of so-called
‘debased’ scratch blue from midden 326, which aso contained pottery dated
to the late 18™ to early 19™ century. Debased scratch blue was used on
utilitarian and tavern wares, probably during the late 18™ century when white
sat-glazed stoneware was no longer as prestigious and cobalt derivatives
were cheaper (Edwards and Hampson 2005, 117). It has solid areas of blue
painted within the incised decoration, whereas scratch blue is blue only
within the incisions (ibid).

Pottery Type Date Range Quantity

Cobalt-decorated grey salt-glazed | Late 17" - 18" century 13

stoneware (Westerwal d-type)

Y ellow-ware 17" - 18" century 2

Blackware 17" - 18" century 54

Slip-coated earthenware (including | Late 17" - 18" century 16

ones with additional trailed

decoration)

Self-glazed buff-coloured and Late 17" - 19" century 2

orange earthenwares

Mottledware Late 17" - early 18" century 24

Tin-glazed earthenware Late 17" - 18" century 1

Agate ware Mid 18" - late 19" century 1

Black basalt Mid 18" - early 20" century 2

Debased scratch blue Late 18" century 1

Creamware Late 18" - early 19" century 24

Pearlware Late 18" - early 19" century 30

Self-glazed brown and red Late 18" - 20™ century 2
earthenwares

Other white earthenware (including | Late 18™ - 20" century 44

buff-glazed, brown-glazed, and

olive-glazed)

Total 216

Table 4: Post-medieval fineware pottery types
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Pottery type Date range Quantity
Mottledware Late 17" - early 18" century 3
Black-glazed red earthenware Late 17" - early 19" century 73

(lighter-coloured or dark brown
fabric, laminated, with frequent
large inclusions)

Self-glazed buff-coloured and Late 17" - 19" century 45
orange earthenwares

Slip-coated earthenware Late 17" - early 20" century 6
Black-glazed red earthenware (red | Late 17" - early 20" century 157

fabric, well mixed, of uniform
texture with scarce large

inclusions)

Red earthenware Late 17" - early 20" century 7

Stonewares (storage vessels, Late 18" - 20" century 87
kitchen wares)

Total 378

4.3.19

4.3.20

4.3.21

Table 5: Post-medieval coarseware pottery types

Small quantities of agate ware (clearance layer 314, Area G3) and black
basalt (clearance layer 313, Area G3) were also present, dated broadly to the
mid-18" to early 20" century. Creamware, pearlware, and other white
earthenwares together formed approximately haf of the finewares in the
assemblage, and dated mainly from the late 18" to early 19" century.
Creamware forms included bowls, chamber pots, pie dishes, saucers, and
plates, which were mainly undecorated. Where decoration was present, it was
in the form of relief-moulded beading, and factory-made dipware designs
with cut-away decoration. Pearlware forms included basins, bowls, chamber
pots, cups, plates, saucers, jars, toilet bowls, and jugs. Decoration was
present more frequently than on creamware, and included moulded and blue
painted shell edge, painted patterns in blue or earth colours, factory-made
dlipware worm or common cable pattern, blue chinoiserie or floral transfer-
printed patterns, and a lilac-coloured transfer-printed strawberry pattern.
Three transfer-printed patterns were identified, comprising Broseley, Asiatic
Pheasants, and Long Bridge. Long Bridge was found in garden soil 822
(Area G8), and similar patterns were manufactured by a number of potters,
possibly including Spode (Drakard and Holdway 2002, 206).

The forms represented in the other white earthenwares included tea pots,
jugs, bowls, saucers, ashets, basins, jardiniéres, toilet bowls, plates, mugs,
and food containers such as jam or marmalade jars. The types of decoration
present were very similar to those used on pearlware, with relief-moulded
edging, painted patterns in blue or earth colours, factory-made dipware
patterns (banded, mocha, and applied white sprigs of roses), tube-lined
decoration, and transfer-printed patterns (in brown, dark green, dark
turquoise, as well as in blue, sometimes clobbered with coloured enamels).
Three transfer-printed patterns were identified: Asiatic Pheasants, Broseley,
and Willow, which were the three most commonly produced during the 19"
century.

A large assemblage of post-medieval coarsewares was recovered during the
evauation (Table 4, above), comprising earlier black-glazed red
earthenwares and purplewares (which form somewhat of a continuum, and
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4.3.23

4.3.24

4.3.25

could not always be distinguished from each other), self-glazed buff-
coloured and orange earthenwares, and dlip-coated earthenwares, all dated to
the late 17" to early 18" century. The remaining wares were not so closely
dateable, or dightly later in date, and comprised black-glazed and unglazed
red earthenwares, and stonewares.

Of the 574 fragments of post-medieval pottery recovered, 250 were from
stratified contexts with three or more post-medieval pottery artefacts present.
This disregards al those fragments from clearance layers or deposits,
overburden, modern pipe trench fill, and unstratified finds. The stratified
contexts can be grouped broadly into layers (including occupation layers and
garden soils), the fills of pits and post-holes, the fills of other features,
middens, and the backfills of features. The pottery from midden 326 and the
fills of pits and post-holes is probably most worthy of further anaysis, and
totals 108 fragments from 11 different contexts.

Glass bottles and vessels, and paint: 28 glass bottle fragments were recovered
during the evauation, of which 11 were very light turquoise, and the
remaining 17 were olive green. The mgority of the former are thought to
have been mineral water bottles, and the latter to have been wine bottles. In
general, olive green glass was recovered from pit fills which produced
pottery dating to the late 17" to early 18" century (320, 354, 716), and light
turquoise glass from gravel and clearance layers which produced pottery
dating to the late 18" to early 20™ century (313, 349, 508). However, much
of the olive green glass was aso recovered from contexts of a later date
(1218, 313, 364, 632, 822), and one light turquoise bottle of a 17" to 18"
century date was identified from 18" century occupation layer 608.

Four of the very light turquoise vessels were complete drinks bottles with
embossed text on their surfaces. The first of these, from context 513,
originally contained drink manufactured by ‘The Palatine Mineral Waters
and Bottling Co Ltd, Wigan' (abbreviated to ‘PMC’ elsawhere on the same
bottle), and the container was manufactured by N&Co’, with their code
1398. A second bottle was recovered from context 508, with the contents
made by the Curwen Brothers in Lancaster. Unstratified deposits in Trench 3
of area G6 produced a bottle with the contents manufactured by William
Rowe of Wigan, and the bottle itself made by Cannington Shaw and Co, in
the great glass-making centre of St Helens.

The cellar backfill in Trench 1, Area G8, produced a bottle retailed by ‘John
Green, Chemist, 80 Argyle Street, Birkenhead’, containing ‘Genuine
Superior Aerated Waters'. A single dark turquoisish-green wine decanter
fragment with a white enamelled grape vine was aso recovered from the
same cellar backfill. No evidence of tumblers or wine glasses was recovered
from any of the contexts. A solidified deposit that originally formed the
contents of a bottle, the base of whose shape the deposit has preserved, was
recovered from the clearance layer in Trench 2, Area G6. It has tentatively
been identified as paint, of a mainly pale-yellow colour, with some red also
present.

For the use of Modus Properties © OA North: October 2005



The Grand Arcade, Wigan: Archaeological Evauation 38

4.3.26

4.3.27

4.3.28

4.3.29

4.3.30

In total, 13 fragments of glass window panes were recovered from various
unstratifed contexts. Both reeded obscured and plain types were present, and
were dated to the 19" to 20™ century.

Bell mould: five fragments of bell moulds were recovered during the
evaluation, al from Trench 2 of Area G3; wall 308, pipe trench 322, and fill
332 of pit 331 al yielded mould fragments. No other finds were recovered
from the wall and the pit fill, and the pipe trench has been interpreted as a
modern feature. Many bell mould fragments were recovered from
Standishgate, also in Wigan, where they were provisionaly dated to around
the 17" to 18" century (OA North 2005, 30).

Kiln furniture and wasters. three items of pottery kiln furniture were
recovered from Trench 6, Area G6. A saggar base and side with internal
Mottled Ware-type glaze was retrieved from the fill (644) of post-hole 643,
which produced pottery dated to the late 17" to early 19" century. An
extruded grooved white pipe clay rod, with a nine-pointed cross-section, was
found in layer 632. Similar grooved extruded rods have been present in other
kiln furniture assemblages, for example the five-pointed rods found at
Newbigging Pottery in Scotland (Haggarty 2005, 12). Layer 632 aso
produced part of a plainer extruded white pipe clay rod, which would have
been circular in cross-section when first made, but which had been flattened
through use. It was curved in plan, and may have been part of a circular
spacer. Similar plain extruded rods have also been found at Newbigging (op
ct, 11). The pottery recovered from layer 632 suggests a date of
approximately the late 18" to early 19" century.

Three probable wasters were recovered, of which two were found within
layer 349 (Area G3, Trench 2). All three were pearlware, with a possible
basin base with patchy and pitted glaze and a moulded shell edge plate rim
with a very bubbly ochre stripe from 349. The third fragment was transfer-
printed with a blue floral pattern, and the glaze was very patchy. The
probable wasters have been dated to the late 18 to early 19™ century and,
together with the kiln furniture, represent very small quantities of pottery
production waste, amost certainly from a pottery within Wigan. The Wigan
Pottery is recorded in the early 19" century (Pigot and Co 1829, 469), and
there was a pottery in the south-west of Wigan, near Wallgate, in the mid-
19" century (Ordnance Survey 1849), but there are likely to have been
others.

Copper aloy, iron and concretions, lead, and leather: a coin-sized copper
aloy disc was recovered from the backfill @11) of foundation trench 310,
Area G3, but concretions obscured much of the surface. No other finds were
recovered from this backfill deposit, and the disc is not in itself closely
datable. The find is likely to pre-date the construction of buildings at Ship
Yard in the 18" or 19™ centuries. A thick corroded iron disc was found in the
18" century garden soil in Trench 1, Area G8, and a coin-sized lead disc with
mortar adhering to it was recovered from clearance layer 500. The functions
of these three discs remain unclear, athough that recovered from layer 500 is
likely to represent a lead seal token of probable post-medieval date (16"/17"
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century). Seal such as this were used as a form of quality control in the
textile industry.

An iron horse shoe was recovered from clearance layer 314, together with
two other iron objects, and pottery dated to the late 18™ to early 19" century.
A possible mule shoe or large staple was recovered from clearance layer 512,
which also produced a stoneware bottle dated to the mid-19™ to early 20"
century. A leather horse overshoe (?) was found in river st in Trench 1,
Area G2, where pottery dated to the mid-19" to 20™ century was aso
recovered. Corroded iron nails or similar objects were recovered from the
cleanup of Trench 2, Area G6, the overburden of Trench 2, Area G8, and
from pit fill 635, together with an iron concretion.

A degraded leather fragment, probably from the small shoe of a woman or
child, was recovered from the fill (354) of sub-circular feature 353 (Area G3)
which can be dated to the late 17" to early 18" century from the pottery it
contained. A fragile lead strip was found in layer 720 (Area G7), which aso
produced Roman pottery dated to the 2" century.

Coal, cannel coal, fuel ash, and slag: coal and fuel ash were recovered from
the fill (354) of sub-circular feature 353, and from midden 326. Fragments of
coa were aso found in the fill (635) of pit 634 (Area G6). The fragments
have been interpreted as fuel residue, contemporary with the contexts from
which they were recovered, which date broadly to the late 17" to 18"
century.

All the lumps of dag recovered during the evaluation originated from Area
G6. One lump was unstratified, one from a clearing deposit in Trench 8, and
seven possible dag lumps were found in the upper fill (617) of pit 616, which
was dated to the post-medieval period by some of the pottery present within
it.

Clay tobacco pipe and wig curler: in total, 53 fragments of clay tobacco pipe
were recovered from the evaluation trenches. Most were plain stems with no
diagnostic features, but one stem marked ‘Burns Cutty I..., [Ban] nerman
Glasg[ow]’ was recovered from deposit 101. ‘Burns probably refers to
Robert Burns, the famous Scottish poet, and a ‘cutty’ is simply a Scottish
word for a short clay pipe (Ayto 1994, 10). There are three possible
Bannermans of Glasgow: C in 1842, John in 1856-61, and Carrick in 1862-5
(Davey 1987, 337-8). Six bowl fragments were also present, including two
with relief-moulded decoration. Only one of these six fragments was from a
stratified deposit, clearance layer 312, and was dated to the late 18" to early
20" century, however the pottery from the same context is thought to date to
the late 17" to early 18" century. Clay tobacco pipe fragments were
recovered from pit fills (320, 334, 354, 364, 609), post-hole fills (399, 614),
gravel layer, garden soil, midden and the layer below it (349, 822, 326, 337),
layer, clearance layer, and modern pipe trench 632, 313, 322), as well as
from unstratified deposits. Part of a solid waisted wig curler, dated to the 17"
to 18" century, was recovered from layer 337 below midden 326, and it was
associated with pottery dated to the late 18" to early 19 century.
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Ceramic building material: in total, 143 broken roof tile fragments were
recovered from Areas G3, G6, G7 and G8. Most of the tile collected derived
from clearance layers (702) in Area G7, which produced 113 large fragments
of Roman imbrex and tegula. The volume of tile from the area indicates the
proximity of a fairly large building. Much of the Roman tile was of light
orange fabric and sand-casted in moulds. Several small roof fragments (7)
from Area G3 were in a much harder red fabric and quite possibly originated
from amedieval roof. The remainder of the assemblage, recovered from Area
G6, was too small for identification.

Small quantities of brick fragments were recovered from Areas G1, G3, G6,
and G8, but they were not closely datable. The most elaborate of the ceramic
building material objects was recovered from the cellar backfill of Trench 1
in Area G8. It was a column head, possibly in Corinthian style, with nalil
holes for attachment, from the corner of a possible plaster room, broadly
dated to the 17" to early 20" century. Ceramic building materials dated to the
19" to 20™ century were recovered from the clearance layer within Trench 2,
Area G6, and comprised a glazed ceramic drainpipe fragment, and part of a
white-glazed fireclay (?) brick or tile.

Stone building materials: a re-used sandstone fragment, possibly from a
window or other architectural feature, roughly D-shaped in cross-section,
was recovered from clearance layer 314, Area G3, which also produced
pottery dated to the late 18" to early 19" century.

Baked clay: a small amount of burnt or incidentally-fired clay (24 fragments)
was recovered from medieva pit fills and clearance layers in Areas G3, G6
and G8. Most appeared to be small and largely amorphous fragments of
accidentally-fired daub many of which clearly showed evidence of wattle
marks. In addition, six fragments of deliberately fired hearth lining were
recovered from medieva pit fills in Areas G3 (316) and G6 ©24). None of
the fragments retained architectural detail, or of sufficient size to justify
analysis of its organic elements, although the presence of the fired clay
indicates the likelihood of medieval building or industry along the southern
edge of Millgate.

Steel, plastic, and carbon: three 20™ century finds were recovered during the
evauation. A narrow steel strap with repeating impressed text ‘Band it,
Denver, Colo, USA’ was recovered from Trench 1, Area G1, and was dated
to the late 20 century. A toothed blade and handle fragment from a red
plastic child’'s toy knife, with embossed text ‘[Flo]Jrida, USA, 46-3, Si...",
was found during cleanup of Trench 1, Area G6, and was dated to the mid- to
late 20" century. These two objects were the only artefacts of American
origin recovered from the site. A probable carbon battery rod was aso
recovered from Trench 1, Area G1.

Timber and wood: eight timber fragments and one possible natural wood
fragment were recovered during the evaluation. A sawn-off possible stake
point and a thin piece of unknown function were found in pit fill 1218, and
the fill (354) of sub-circular feature 353 produced a wedge-ended peg. Five
refitting plank fragments were found in pit fill 707 (Area G7) dated to the
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medieval period by the pottery within it. The possible natural wood fragment
was found in pit fill 334 (Area G3).

Natural stone: four natural pebbles were recovered from the evauation,
including sandstone and possible ironstone, and all were discarded. A sample
of possible ironstone was also recovered from an unstratified deposit within
Area G8.

Animal bone and marine shell: a small, hand-recovered assemblage of 19
fragments of animal bone and at least 30 of marine shell was recovered from
the evaluation. Bones for pig, horse, cow, and sheep were present, and
butchery marks were visible on some of the fragments, with one bone having
been chewed by a dog. Areas G1, G3, G7, and G8 al produced animal
remains, with the largest numbers found in Areas G3 and G8. Marine shell
was recovered from Areas G3 and G6, with the largest quantities being
recovered from midden 326 in Area G3. All the animal and shell remains,
where associated dateable finds were present, were recovered from contexts
dated to between the late 17" and the early 19" century. The bones were
recovered from pit fills, a charcoal-rich deposit, midden, and garden soil,
whilst the shells were found in a midden, gravel layer, and post-hole fill; only
the midden produced both marine shell and animal bone.

A horse femur was recovered from the fill (354) of sub-circular feature 353
(Area G3), which also produced large quantities of pottery, dating the deposit
to the late 17" to early 18™ century. Parts of a cow scapula were recovered
from shell dump/midden 326, dated by the associated pottery to around the
late 18™ century. This midden also produced the remains of many common
edible shell fish, in the form of cockle and mussel valves. A single valve
from the other common edible shell fish, the oyster, was recovered from
gravel layer 349, which was dated to the late 18" to early 19" century. Part
of a dog whelk or similar shell, not thought to be food waste, was found in
fill 644 of post-hole 643, which produced pottery dated to the late 17" to
early 19" century.

A large mamma humerus was recovered from the fill (373) of pit 372 (Area
G3), which produced no other finds. A probable tibia from a large mammal
was recovered from the fill (364) of pit 363 (area G3), which produced
pottery dating it to approximately the late 18" to early 19™ century. Part of a
cow or red deer pelvis was recovered from the upper fill (713) of pit 712
(Area G7), which produced no other finds, al