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SUMMARY

Day Cummins Ltd have submitted proposals (Planieterence 2/06/1344) for the
construction of an extension to Cockermouth Leisuentre, Castlegate,
Cockermouth, Cumbria (NGR NY 1243 3081), togeth&h viootpaths, cyclepaths
and additional carparking bays within the carpdike development site lies partially
within the Cockermouth Urban Conservation Area ensituated very close to Tute
Hill motte, a Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM 23).9Bollowing consultation
from Allerdale Borough Council, Cumbria County CoilnHistoric Environment
Service (CCCHES) issued a brief for a programmarofaeological investigation to
be undertaken in association with the developmeoinprising a desk-based
assessment and a watching brief. Following CCCHE8aval of a project design,
Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) were commissodnby Day Cummins Ltd to
undertake the work.

The desk-based assessment, undertaken in April, 208itified 13 known sites of
archaeological interest within a 500m radius of gmeposed development site. As
well as the adjacent Tute Hill motte (S@4), which will not be directly affected by
the proposals, parts of the Deer Orchard (88 a medieval deer park attached to
the later Cockermouth Castle (S@8), fall within the development site. It has been
contended that the Tute Hill motte, the originswdfich may actually lie in the
prehistoric period, was the focus of a pre-twetféimtury urban centre located east of
the River Cocker on St Helen’s Street. That thetenotas later subsumed into the
Deer Orchard, which protected the area around THiitefrom the depredations of
both agriculture and development, would suggest there is potential for
archaeological remains dating from the prehistarienedieval periods to survive in
the area. Moreover, these remains have the pdteéntialate not only to the use of
Tute Hill as a medieval defensive feature, ancetbttas a deer park, but might also
include deposits and features relating to the pigtaarly urban settlement.

As such, there is the possibility that groundworkthin the proposed development
area may have an impact upon any putative strictamed boundary features
associated with the Deer Orchard (SX®, upon any remains associated with the
prehistoric or medieval use of Tute Hill (Sid) that may extend beyond the
scheduled area, and upon any conjectured medietti#raent remains lying outside
of the St Helen’s Street burgages. Although thepsed development site lies within
a conservation area containing a large numberstédi buildings, any impact upon
these structures will be visual only. This impadl Wwe partially mitigated by the
location of the development to the rear of thestohic properties and might in any
case be considered minimal when compared to ththieoéxisting leisure centre.

The watching brief was undertaken in July 2007 myithe groundworks for the new
cycle path and parking areas. These ran for ardistaf 69m, skirting the existing

access road and carpark to a maximum width of 48d) on the western side of the
access road, passing within 5m of Tute Hill. Theumdworks were carried out by a
mechanical excavator operating to a maximum depth8m below ground level, but

rarely penetrating the surrounding deposits of mgideind to reveal the underlying
natural geology. As such, no archaeological featuvere identified, although their

presence below the level of the made ground camaatiscounted. Of some interest
was a relict soil horizon opposite Tute Hill.

For the use of Day Cummins Ltd © OA North: February 2008
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

1.1.1 Day Cummins Ltd have submitted proposals (Planfteference 2/06/1344)
for the construction of an extension, footpaths additional carparking bays
within the carpark of the Cockermouth Leisure CentrCastlegate,
Cockermouth, Cumbria (NGR NY 1243 3081). The sés partially within the
Cockermouth Urban Conservation Area, and very cllmseéhe Scheduled
Ancient Monument of Tute Hill (SAM 23798); conseqtlg, after
consultation with Allerdale Borough Council, Cun#riCounty Council
Historic Environment Service (CCCHES) issued afbffppendix ] for a
programme of archaeological investigation to beantadken in association with
the development. Following submission of a propesign Appendix 2 for a
desk-based assessment and watching brief to meetetfuirements of the
CCCHES brief, Oxford Archaeology North (OA Northgme commissioned by
Day Cummins Ltd to undertake the work.

1.1.2 The desk-based assessment, undertaken in April, 2@0dprised a search of
both published and unpublished records held byCiheabria Historic Record
(CHER) in Kendal, the Cumbria County Record OfficéVhitehaven, and the
archives and library held at OA North. This repsets out the results of the
desk-based assessment in the form of a short dotumelining the findings,
followed by a statement of the archaeological pkrand significance, and
an assessment of the impact of the proposed dewelap The significance
criteria detailed in PPG 16 (DoE 1990) was emplogiedng the assessment.
The watching brief of the groundworks for the neycle path and parking
areas (Fig 10) was undertaken in July 2007, andrékalts are detailed in
Section 7

For the use of Day Cummins Ltd © OA North: February 2008
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1 PROJECT DESIGN

2.1.1 The CCCHES-approved OA North project desigpgendix 2 was adhered to
in full, and the work was consistent with the relevstandards and procedures
of the Institute of Field Archaeologists, and gafigraccepted best practice.

2.2 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

2.2.1 The desk-based assessment involved the consult@tiamumber of sources,
including the Cumbria Historic Environment Recotde Cumbria County
Record Offices in Whitehaven and Carlisle, and OArtN's library. The
assessment focused on a study area covering a %80ms around the
proposed development site, although relevant infdion from the wider area
has been summarised in order to place the restiltheoassessment into
context. All known archaeological sites within tlseudy area have been
included in the Site GazetteeBSdction 4, with the exception of listed
buildings of a domestic nature, the local profusadrwhich meant that only
those buildings within a 250m radius of the develept site have been
included in this report and are tabulated at thet @rSection 4 The results of
the research were analysed in terms of significamsiag the Secretary of
State’s criteria assessing the importance of areahmonument as presented
in Annex 4 of PPG16 (DoE 1990).

2.2.2 Cumbria Historic Environment Record (CHER)the CHER, held in Kendal,
comprises a list of all known sites of cultural itege interest and was duly
consulted to establish the presence and naturenpfsach sites within the
study area. The CHER also hold copies of recertiamalogical reports on
works undertaken in the county, and these too wensulted where relevant.

2.2.3 Cumbria County Record Office, Whitehavem (CRO(W)he CRO in
Whitehaven is the principal repository for primadocuments for the
Cockermouth area, including a range of maps, asd hblds a library of
secondary published sources; these were consdtagpaopriate.

2.2.4 Cumbria County Record Office, Carlisle (CRO(C)x number of resources
pertinent to the study area are held at the CRCQairtisle, and these too were
examined.

2.2.5 Oxford Archaeology North:OA North has an extensive archive of secondary
sources relevant to the study area, as well as mwseunpublished client
reports on work carried out both as OA North anditenformer guise of
Lancaster University Archaeological Unit (LUAU). @&e were consulted
where necessary.

For the use of Day Cummins Ltd © OA North: February 2008
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2.3
23.1

2.3.2

2.4

241

WATCHING BRIEF

Close liaison was maintained between OA Nstdlff and the site contractors
during the watching brief. The groundworks, (Fig Wkre carried out by a
mechanical excavator using a 0.8m ditching buckee programme of field
observation recorded the location, extent, and adtar of any surviving
archaeological features. This work comprised olsewm during the
groundworks, the examination of any horizons exgpsad the recording of
all archaeological features, horizons and any actef found during the
excavations.

The recording comprised a full description @mneliminary classification of
revealed features or structures on OA Noptlo-forma sheets, and their
accurate location in plan. In addition, an indexgtbtographic record in
colour slide and monochrome formats was compiled.

ARCHIVE

A full professional archive has been compile@ccordance with the project
design Appendix 2 and with current IFA and English Heritage guideb
(English Heritage 1991). On completion of the pcoje copy of the report
will be forwarded to the CHER and the paper andtaigrchive, together
with copies of the report in hard and digital fotsjawill be deposited with the
CRO in Whitehaven.

For the use of Day Cummins Ltd © OA North: February 2008
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3. BACKGROUND

3.1

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.2
3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

L OCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

The proposed development, coveriod.3ha, is located within the existing
carpark of the Cockermouth Leisure centre on Cgatée which lies at the
centre of the modern town and on the eastern etigigeomedieval historic
core of Cockermouth. The town is situated withia ¥West Cumbrian Coastal
Plain to the north-east of the principal towns abMington and Whitehaven.
The local topography and townscape is dominatethéyroad flood plain of
the river Derwent that flows through Cockermouth grins the north-flowing
river Cocker just to the west of the proposed dgwalent site (Countryside
Commission 1998, 27).

The solid geology is typified by outcrops of Coaledéures, shales and
sandstones of the Hensingham Group and the Chmédtone Group, all of

which date to the Carboniferous periothiqd). The local drift geology

comprises deposits of glacial boulder clay, sand,gravel ipid).

HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

Prehistoric period: whilst no definite evidence for prehistoric adyvihas
been identified in Cockermouth itself, there areuanber of sites within the
wider area and Tute Hill itself is identified aprehistoric tumulus on the first
Edition Ordnance Survey Map of 1866 (CHER 849; Brag 1995, 10).
Neolithic activity in the area is exemplified bymarous stone axes recovered
from the Solway Plain (Bewley 1994, 54) and by Hiea Plain Stone circle
located approximately 5km to the west of Cockermo(NyY 177 317,
www.visitcumbria.com/cm/elva.htm). Evidence for Be@ Age activity in the
general area is suggested by a collared urn fourmhpcastlec 3km to the
west of Cockermouth (Bewley 1994, 61). There issgms Iron Age activity
within Cockermouth in Fitz Wood on the western edfi¢he town, where a
‘well-preserved rampart and ditch, 750 feet (229mind, with a straight ditch
cutting across’ has been identified (Bradbury 1995,

Roman period:no Roman evidence has been recovered within tve wf
Cockermouth, but the fort derventioat Papcastle lies approximately 2km to
the west of the town (Birley 1963, 122). This refaly large fort was
excavated in the mid-1980s (Shotter 1993, 34),catdig evidence of its
importance in the communications network to otleetsfin the region (Holder
2004, 62).

Early medieval periodthe name ‘cocker’ may derive from the Welsh ‘cock-
or’, meaning the red (heather?) of the mountaire fé8radbury 1995, 26).
Alternatively, it could come from the old Englistomd ‘kukra’ (ibid), meaning
crooked, possibly relating to the shape of therrikzgtle is known about post-
Roman Cumbria, not least because of lack of recaiphe and datable
material culture following the end of Roman adntirason ¢ 410 AD
(O’Sullivan 1985) and although there is no diredtence of this period from

For the use of Day Cummins Ltd © OA North: February 2008
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3.24

3.2.5

Cockermouth itself, a number of sites and placeisasnggest various cultural
and linguistic influences. The native British kimgd of Rheged is known to
have expanded into the Solway plain by the fifthtaey (Higham 1986) but
most of the archaeological remains from this E@tyistian period comprise
burials of uncertain date, including a short-cetetery at Moresebyg, 10km
to the south-west of Cockermouth, a single, empist from Beckfoot,c
15km to the north-west (O’Sullivan 1985), and tieenetery at Eaglesfield,
3km to the south-west (Wilson 1978). By the midesdh century, Cumbria
had been incorporated into the kingdom of Northuanfi{irkby 1962) and an
Anglian influence can be seen on local place narfiesllinson 1996).
Although there is very little settlement evidencent this period, it has been
suggested that curvilinear churchyards (of whiabuad 30 survive in some
form and continue in use into the present, inclgdiaur within 10km of
Cockermouth), may well be of Anglo-Saxon origin $0llivan 1985). From
the later ninth century, a Scandinavian influenoedpminates via the Danes
of Yorkshire and, from AD 902, the Norse Irish,aed from Dublin (Higham
1985), who had the most considerable effect on #nea, not least
toponymically (Higham 1986). It is possible thatosuch settler, or perhaps
an earlier raider, was buried at Eaglesfield (HighEB85), while examples of
Scandinavian sculpture within the Derwent valleyhe west of Cockermouth
further attest to the presence of such settldid)( The political history of
Cumbria during the early medieval period was complet it would seem that
the area, either as a whole, or in part, fell \@yavithin the influences of the
Strathclyde Britons, the Angles of Northumbria aimdparticular the Scots.
During the tenth century the Scots seem to haveuged semi-autonomous
king of Cumbria, whom on various occasions owedtyeto an English
suzerain; on the eve of the Norman Conquest, Nottian influence would
appear to be dominant (Kirby 1962).

Medieval Period:following the turmoil of the Norman Conquest, Mzl Ill

of Scotland invaded Cumbria in 1070 (Kirby 1962)t,bby the end of the
eleventh century, Norman control had been assesigd William Rufus’
capture of Carlisle in 1092 (Rowley 1983). Tutel Hilname derived from the
Middle English ‘tote’, a look-out hill (Bradbury 88, 10), was likely to be the
site of the motte for the first castle in Cockeritipuocated as it was on a
strategically important plateau close to the cailte of the Rivers Cocker
and Derwent. The installation was thought to hagenbconstructed in the
early to mid-twelfth century, but to have been glyisuperseded by a second
fortification, this time built with both motte arimhiley, by William de Fortibus
Il in the mid-twelfth century on the site of theepent Cockermouth Castle
(CHER 3035; SM 27653; Sit@2), about 200m to the north-west and almost
adjoining the river confluence. Using stone frora Roman fort at Papcastle,
Cockermouth Castle was rebuilt in triangular fozrhi225, and was extended
during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuriespi@mtection against the Scots,
who brutally sacked Cockermouth a number of tinkegther wars, such as
the Wars of the Roses and the Civil War, have tedtd present ruinous
condition.

The development of Cockermouth Castle is likelyhve stimulated urban
development, the earliest evidence for which lrea charter referring to Alan

For the use of Day Cummins Ltd © OA North: February 2008
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3.2.6

3.2.7

3.2.8

son of Waldeve at ‘Cokyrmoth’ dating to around tméd-twelfth century
(Winchester 1986, 109). A fulling mill, the first @ number of such features
involved with the textile and leather industriegsarecorded as early as 1156,
whilst in 1227 a market was granted by Royal ChgBeadbury 1994). All
these documents pre-date the planned town of appately 175 burgage
plots laid out along Main Street1270 (Leechet al forthcoming). Indeed, it
has been suggested that the ‘location of the [la&stle, church and market
place on the east bank of the Cocker suggests.athaarlier urban core is to
be sought’ (Winchester 1986, 117), possibly arothred market place in the
Bitter Beck valley (Leectet al forthcoming). Winchester (1986) goes on to
suggest that the winding course of St Helen’s ${wwhich runs immediately
to the south-east of Tute Hill; Fig 1), as wellthe much less regular plan of
the corresponding burgage plots, contrast with rdgular layout of Main
Street to the west of the Cocker, implying a défeze in origin between the
two parts of the townil§id). Indeed, the now lost chapel of St Helen, thought
to have stood at the head of the street to whiclents its name, has a
dedication which can be indicative of a pre-Congj@sndation, and may be
suggestive of a much earlier settlement foays ¢it, 124). However, whilst
this may be good evidence for an early date for $ieHelen’s area of
Cockermouth, the first record of the street by ttaseyvia sancte Elangs as
late as 1524ilfid).

The town’s population and economy would appearateerfluctuated through
the Middle Ages, with the later thirteenth and teenth centuries disrupted
by economic and political struggles, as well agpéand pestilence, resulting
in a lack of tenants for the burgage plots (Bragli894); the sheep murrains
of the later thirteenth century had a particularpact upon the town’s
economy, depending as it did upon the cloth ingud¥inchester 1986). By
the later fourteenth century, however, over 60%hefburgesses held less than
one complete burgage, with the plots being diviohtd quarter, three-quarter
and half burgage holdings, indicating a lively lamdrket (Winchester 1987,
128). Such dwellings are exemplified by the foumtbecentury boulder-
founded and cob-walled structures found during eatians at 75-85 Main
Street in 1980 (Leec#t al forthcoming).

A deer park (Site03), known to have been in existence since 1259
(Winchester 1986), was attached to Cockermouthl€astl occupied the area
of land north of St Helen’s Street well into thespmedieval period. Known
as the ‘Deer Orchard’, the park would have encoisgad ute Hill.

Post-medieval periodby the sixteenth century, the town was a thriving
market centre, and was described by Leland as ad&ganarket towne’
(Winchester 1987, 128). This prosperity, albeiteinipted by the English
Civil Wars, was maintained through the seventeamtti into the eighteenth
centuries (Leeclet al forthcoming), when much of the affluent stone hogs
along St Helen's Street was built, a marked contvath their medieval
predecessors. The textile industry remained an iitapb focus and by the
mid-nineteenth century there were over 40 indussites, including wool,
linen and cotton mills, hat factories and tannength the workforce living in
cottages and terraces converted from the old bergégs (bid). In 1965, the
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