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SUMMARY

During the construction of hardstanding on land adjacent to Howlett Way, Thetford,
topsoil was removed from the site and stored in two separate locations. Due to the
sensitive location of the site in relation to previously known archaeological remains a

condition requiring archaeological investigation was placed on the plannmg consent
Jor the development.

The main aim of the project was to maximise the recovery of artefactual materials
contained within the excavated spoil heaps and to attempt a reconstruction of the
history and use of the site with reference to these materials. During August 2002
Mark Hinman and Chris Montague conducted an intensive scan of the spoil by hand
and with metal detectors, aided by mechanical excavator.

No significant artefactual materials were recovered.
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Archaeological Work on Land off Howlett Way, Thetford, Norfolk
(Grid Ref TL 8662 8476)

INTRODUCTION

The site (SMR 37306 THD) was located on fhe north side of Thetford near to
the important Iron Age and early Romano-British site at Fison Way (Gregory,
- 1992) and the late Roman Thetford hoard.

During the construction of hardstanding topsoil was removed from the site and
stored in two separate locations. Features of possible archaeological

significance were reported but not excavated prior to the laying of the
hardstanding.

Due to the sensitive location of the site a condition requiring archaeological
investigation was placed on the planning consent for the development.

The main aim of the project was to maximise the recbovery of artefactual
materials contained within the excavated spoil heaps and to attempt a

reconstruction of the history and use of the site with reference to these
materials.

GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

Thetford is located at the confluence of the rivers Thet and Little Ouse, and
the ancient route of the Icknield Way also passes through the town. The
geology of the area is wind blown sand and river gravels overlying chalk.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Known finds spots and previous archaeological works within the immediate
vicinity are illustrated on figure 1.

Prehistoric

Neolithic and/or Bronze Age remains have been found in the vicinity. A small
quantity of Bronze Age pottery and a lithic assemblage was recovered ¢ 200m
west of the subject site from fieldwalking and subsequent evaluation at Alpha

Business Park, Bates, 1994, (SMR 30258). Further evidence of earlier
prehistoric activity ,
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was recorded immediately to the north of the subject site at Fison Way (SMR
5853). A possible barrow, Neolithic worked flint and beaker pottery were
recorded ¢ 200m to the south west of the subject site (SMR 5744).

Iron Age and Romano-British .
The subject site was in close proximity to the Fison Way religious site

(Gregory, 1992), the Thetford Hoard and Romano-British field systems at
Alpha Business Park (Bates, 1994).

Anglo-Saxon
No evidence for activity during this period was recovered from the adjacent

excavations at Fison Way. A group of 10 pagan Saxon burials were recorded
¢ 500m to the south west of the subject site (SMR 25154).

METHODOLOGY

Prior to the involvement of the AFU the spoil removed from the subject site

had been partially scanned by the client using a metal detector. No artefactual
material was recovered at this time.

The main aim of the project was to maximise the recovery of artefactual
materials contained within the excavated spoil heaps and to attempt a
reconstruction of the history and use of the site with reference to these
materials.

The field team were assisted during the manual recovery process by a
mechanical excavator which was used to move and level spoil as directed.
The spoil was spread evenly to a depth of no more that 0.40m in depth.

RESULTS

. The only artefactual materials of any antiquity were two flint flakes of late
Neolithic date and two fragments of burnt flint. Such a low density of lithic

material was not considered to be archaeologically significant given the
context from which it had been recovered.

Despite careful scanning of the spoil no ceramics or metal finds other than
modern material were recovered.

The spoil was perhaps most notable for the frequent inclusions of crisp packets
and soft drinks cans which may indicate that the topsoil had been previously
disturbed.
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