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Summary

Between 20th September and 2nd November 2018 Oxford Archaeology East
(OA East) conducted an archaeological excavation on land to the north-east of
Beech Road, Saxmundham, Suffolk. An area c. 1.1ha in size was stripped ahead
of the construction of 59 dwellings and associated amenities.

An area of Iron Age and Early Anglo-Saxon settlement had previously been
excavated on adjacent land to the south-west in 2015, prior to the construction
of the northern end of Beech Road itself.

The current site revealed a low density of features spanning the later
prehistoric to Early Roman periods, which were buried beneath a thick layer of
colluvium within the northern and lower part of the site. Features across the
site consisted of pits, postholes, a probable boundary marker post-pit and
three ditches containing sparse assemblages of (residual) Neolithic, Early
Bronze Age and Iron Age through to Early Roman pottery along with struck
flint and fired clay. A large number of the features uncovered were devoid of
datable material.

A moderate quantity of pottery was recovered from the colluvium, ranging
from Iron Age through to post-medieval in date. A total of 62 metal artefacts
was also recovered from these deposits, including a Late Bronze Age chisel, a
Roman cosmetics pestle, a number of Roman and Anglo-Saxon brooches, two
pilgrim’s flasks, 1st century Roman coins, medieval coins and trade tokens. No
evidence for the continuation of the Anglo-Saxon settlement to the south-west
was discovered.

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd vi 3 October 2019
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Scope of work

1.1.1 OA East was commissioned by CgMs Heritage on behalf of Hopkins Homes to
undertake an archaeological excavation on land to the east of the north end of Beech
Road, Saxmundham, Suffolk (centred TM 3898 6359, Fig. 1; Plate 1). This was ahead
of a proposed development comprising 59 dwellings with associated landscaping,
public open areas and infrastructure.

1.1.2 The work was undertaken as a condition of Planning Permission (planning ref.
DC/18/0702/FUL). A Brief was set by Rachael Abraham of Suffolk County Council
Archaeological Services (SCCAS, Abraham 2018) and a Written Scheme of Investigation
(WSI) was produced by OA East (Brudenell 2018) detailing the Local Authority’s
requirements for work necessary to discharge the planning condition. This document
outlines how OA East implemented the specified requirements.

1.1.3 The excavation followed on from a trial trench evaluation of the site conducted in
September 2017 (Bush 2017; SXM 049) which found preserved buried remains dating
to the Iron Age period.

1.2 Location, topography and geology

1.2.1 The site lies on the eastern edge of the town of Saxmundham, close to the Suffolk
coast. The historic core of the town lies to the south-west, with the Church to the south
of the site.

1.2.2 The area of proposed development consisted of agricultural fields, with further fields
to the east, and the railway line to the north. Previous phases of housing development
lie to the south and west. The investigation area (c. 1.11ha) was sub-rectangular in
shape and was targeted over the densest concentration of archaeology identified in
the evaluation (Bush 2017). The site was on the slope of a hill dropping in height from
23m OD in the east to 13m OD in the west, down to the River Fromus.

1.2.3 The geology of the area is mapped as Crag Group Sand, overlain by the Lowestoft
Formation, comprising sands and gravels (http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain
/home.html, accessed 13/11/2018).

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 The following section is based on the WSI (Brudenell 2018) and provides an overview
of the archaeological background for the area surrounding the site, drawing on
information held by the Suffolk Historic Environment Record (SHER). Locations for all
records within a 500m radius of the site are shown on Figure 2.

Prehistoric (c.10,000BC-AD43)

1.3.2 There is now widespread evidence for prehistoric activity in the Fromus valley dating
from the Mesolithic to Iron Age periods (SXM 022; SXM 036; SXM 037; SXM 043; SXM
049). Of particular note are previous excavations to the west and south-west of the
site, which have revealed scattered pits and pit clusters of Early Bronze Age date
yielding pottery and worked flint (SXM 022; SXM 036; SXM 043).

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd 1 3 October 2019
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1.3.3 Archaeological excavation on the adjacent site, to the immediate west, revealed an
unenclosed Iron Age settlement comprising two roundhouses and associated pit
groups (Billington et al. 2018). These yielded a modest assemblage of Middle Iron Age
pottery and fragments of triangular loomweights (SXM 043). A near complete
triangular weight (Plate 11) of Iron Age date was also recovered from the site itself
from pit 57, Trench 1, during the evaluation (SXM 049).

Roman (c.AD43-410)

1.3.4 Whilst surrounding investigations have revealed a Roman presence in the landscape,
to date no settlements or settlement-related features have been positively identified.
Small sherds of abraded Roman pottery were recovered from deposits in Trenches 1-
3 and 18 at the site (SXM 049), with further residual finds (include tegula and Roman
glass) recovered from the investigation to the west and south-west (SXM 036; SXM
043). A Roman lamp was also found c. 200m to the west of the site (SXM 001).

Anglo-Saxon (c.AD410-1066)

1.3.5 Excavations immediately west of the site revealed part of an Early Anglo-Saxon
settlement (SXM 043). This was represented by remains of a large rectangular post-
built hall, two further post-built structures and nine sunken-featured buildings (SFBs).
The latter produced evidence for textile weaving, crop processing, horn working and
antler working. Pottery from the site dated to the 6th century AD (Clarke forthcoming).

1.3.6 Two sides of a rectangular post-built structure were also revealed in Trench 7 of the
evaluation of the site (SXM 049); which at the time were thought to possibly represent
the remains of another Saxon hall. These appeared to have been associated with a
series of gullies and other discrete features in the vicinity.

Medieval, post-medieval and modern (c.1066-present)

1.3.7 The current site lies outside of the medieval and post-medieval settlement of
Saxmundham (known historically as '‘Samundeham, Sasmundeham, Sasmundesham
and Saxmondeham'). However, trenching within the southern part of the development
area (SXM 049) revealed ditched boundaries and cultivation features of a former post-
medieval field system, together with medieval and post-medieval pottery sherds from
the colluvium. Investigations immediately to the west west (SXM 036) also identified
one pit containing a sherd of medieval pottery.

Evaluation summary (SXM 049, Bush 2017)

1.3.8 Between the 18th and 26th of September 2017, OA East undertook an archaeological
trial trench evaluation on land north-east of Street Farm, Saxmundham, Suffolk (TM
38959 63476). A total of 21 trenches were excavated across the proposed
development area.

1.3.9 The fieldwork identified archaeological remains across the site. These remains were
predominantly confined to the northern and western parts of the development area,
on the lowest lying land, where the geology changes from clay to sand. Of the 13
trenches containing archaeological features, eight also contained layers of colluvium.

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd 2 3 October 2019
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1.3.10 Archaeological remains comprised pits, postholes and ditches. Recovery of finds
across the site was generally low, with several of the features excavated being devoid
of datable material. The majority of the cut features identified were believed to date
from the Iron Age period, with struck flint, pottery, fired clay and a complete
loomweight being recovered from pits and ditches.

1.3.11 Finds collected from the surface of the colluvium indicated a long-term process of soil
accumulation and incorporation of artefacts, particularly in the area of Trench 1,
where struck flint and pottery dating from the Neolithic through to the early post-
medieval periods were present.

1.3.12 Possible Anglo-Saxon remains were also identified on the site, however the absence
of finds precluded definitive dating. Two sides of a rectangular posthole structure
were recorded in Trench 7 and were tentatively interpreted as an Anglo-Saxon hall.
Two gullies ran parallel with the structure to the immediate north and could
potentially have been associated.

1.3.13 Trenches situated across the southern half of the site revealed post-medieval field
boundary ditches and a series of parallel ditches, which are most likely related to
cultivation.

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd 3 3 October 2019
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2 AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1 Research aims

2.1.1 The overall aim of the investigation was to preserve by record the archaeological
evidence contained within the footprint of the excavation areas, prior to damage by
development, and investigate the origins, date, development, phasing, spatial
organisation, character, function, status, and significance of the remains revealed, and
place these in their local, regional and national archaeological context.

2.1.2 Based on the results of the evaluation, more specific aims and research questions were
formulated (Brudenell 2018):

i.  What is the nature and extent of Neolithic and Bronze Age activity at the site,
and how does this relate to the wider use of the Fromus Valley in this period?

ii.  Whatevidenceis there for further Iron Age occupation, and how does this relate
to the settlement activity at Land East of Warren Hill (SXM 043)?

iii. Isitpossible to better define the relationship between the colluvium and the cut
archaeological features at the site? When did the colluvium begin to form, and
what activities may have been responsible for its formation?

iv.  What is the function and status of the rectangular post-built structure from
Trench 7 in the evaluation? Does this relate to a continuation of the Anglo-
Saxon settlement from the excavation to the west (SXM 043)?

2.1.3 These research aims are revisited and expanded upon in the discussion (Section 5).

2.2 Research frameworks

2.2.1 This excavation took place within, and will contribute to the goals of, Regional
Research Frameworks relevant to this area:

i.  Research and Archaeology: A Framework for the Eastern counties: 1. Resource
Assessment (Glazebrook 1997, East Anglian Archaeology Occasional Papers 3);
ii.  Research and Archaeology: A Framework for the Eastern counties: 2. Research
Agenda and Strategy (Brown & Glazebrook 2000, East Anglian Archaeology
Occasional Papers 8);
iii.  Research and Archaeology Revisited: A Revised Framework for the East of
England (Medlycott 2011, East Anglian Archaeology Occasional Papers 24).

2.3 Fieldwork methodology

2.3.1 The excavation was undertaken in accordance with the Chartered Institute for
Archaeologists’ (2014a) Standard and guidance for archaeological excavation, local
and national planning policies, and the WSI (Brudenell 2018).

2.3.2 Machine excavation was carried out by a 20 tonne tracked 360° excavator using 2m
wide flat bladed ditching buckets and a 20 tonne dumper truck. All machine
excavation was carried out under the constant supervision of a suitably qualified and
experienced archaeologist.

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd 4 3 October 2019
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2.3.3 Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector. All metal-
detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than those
which were obviously modern.

2.3.4 All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma
sheets. Plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales (of 1:10 or 1:20).
Digital photographs were taken of all features and deposits.

2.3.5 A total of 20 bulk soil samples were taken from features in order to assess the quality
of preservation of plant remains and their potential to provide useful micro- and
macro-botanical data.

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd 5 3 October 2019
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3 RESULTS

3.1 Introduction and presentation of results

3.1.1 The results of the excavation are presented below and include a stratigraphic
description of each phase of archaeological remains, with the results from the
evaluation integrated, where relevant. Phase plans and selected sections illustrating
the findings are given as Figures 3 to 9. A selection of site photographs and excavated
features can be seen in Plates 1 to 9 and selection of the small finds in Plates 10 to 21.
The full details of all contexts with dimensions and depths of all deposits can be found
in Appendix A. Finds and environmental reports and supporting data are included in
Appendices B and C.

3.1.2 Five phases of activity were identified. The earliest evidence relates to a small number
of Early Bronze Age features, but the majority of the activity is of Iron Age/Roman date,
overlain by thick colluvial deposits containing material ranging from the prehistoric to
post-medieval periods. The final phase consists of post-medieval field boundaries. A
large number of features remain undated.

Phase 0: Earlier prehistoric (c.40,000-2,500BC)

Phase 1: Early Bronze Age (c.2,500-1,600BC)

Phase 2: Middle Iron Age (c.350-100BC)

Phase 3: Late Iron Age to Early Roman (c.100BC-AD150)
Phase 4: Colluvium

Phase 5: Post-medieval (c.AD1500-1700)

Undated and natural features

3.2 General soil and ground conditions

3.2.1 The soil sequence was variable within the excavation area. The site was located on the
slope of a hill. At the top of the slope (south-east part of the site) was a natural sandy
clay overlain by plough soil. At the base of the slope (north-west part of the site)
natural gravelly sands were overlain by sandy colluvial (hill wash) deposits which
increased in depth as the slope dropped away, overlain by plough soil.

3.2.2 Ground conditions throughout the fieldwork were generally good, the excavation area
remained mostly dry and drained well when rained on. However, heavy rain tended to
wash loose sand down the slope obscuring the lower part of the site. Archaeological
features, where present, were very difficult to identify against the colluvial deposits
and moderately difficult to identify against the natural deposits.

3.2.3 The soils were acidic and sandy, which resulted in poor preservation of bone. This may
account for the small amount of faunal remains recovered during the excavation.

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd 6 3 October 2019
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3.3 General distribution of archaeological deposits

3.3.1 Archaeological features were primarily concentrated around the northern and western
edges of the excavation area with only a few features across the rest of the site (Fig. 3,
Plate 2).

3.3.2 Metal detecting of the topsoil (100) and subsoil (101) produced 20 metal artefacts
including an Anglo-Saxon copper-alloy brooch, a silver coin, four copper alloy buckles,
a lace-chape, strap end and a number of other copper-alloy and lead artefacts (see
App. B.1).

3.4 Phase 0: Earlier prehistoric (c.40,000-2,500BC)

3.4.1 The earliest evidence for human activity comes in the form of residual finds, including
a Late Palaeolithic flint blade and four Mesolithic/earlier Neolithic blades (Appendix
B.3) recovered from a layer of colluvium (102; Phase 4). Neolithic pottery (74g in total)
was also recovered from the colluvium and found residually in two Late Iron Age to
Early Roman pits (Appendix B.5).

3.4.2 In addition, a small assemblage of burnt animal bone (82g) was recovered from a pit
(203) in the north of the site (Fig. 4a; Appendix C.1). Initially thought to be human
bone, a fragment of skull returned a radiocarbon date of 3943-3712 cal. BC (95%
probability 5023+30 BP, SUERC-88132; Appendix C.3), dating the bone to the very start
of the Neolithic period. The pit from which the bone was recovered (203) was sub-
circular in plan, 1.22m long, 0.55m wide and 0.17m deep, truncated on its northern
edge by pit 205 (see paragraph 3.10.4). It was filled with a dark greyish brown silty
sand (204) which contained the animal bone. It was not in a dense enough quantity
to be considered in situ, so it uncertain whether the pit itself dates to the Early
Neolithic period or whether the bone has been incorporated into the backfill of pit 203
at a later date.

3.5 Phase 1: Early Bronze Age (c.2,500-1,600BC)

3.5.1 Three pits (133, 165 and 211) located across the northern side of the excavation area
were dated to the Early Bronze Age (Figs 4a and 4b).

3.5.2 Pit 133 extended from the northernmost limit of excavation. It was sub-circular in
plan, measuring 0.64m in width and 0.4m deep (Fig. 9, Section 112). Its fill (134) was
a mid greyish brown silty sand, which produced a single sherd (3g) of Early Bronze Age
Beaker pottery. An environmental sample was taken from the fill which produced
sparse charcoal (Appendix C.2).

3.5.3 Around 62m to the south-west was sub-circular pit 165, measuring 0.85m wide and
0.19m deep (Fig. 9, Section 127). It was filled by a dark brown silty sand (166) which
contained two sherds (9g) of Early Bronze Age Beaker pottery and 10 struck flints
(including four side scrapers of Early Bronze Age date). An environmental sample
produced sparse charcoal. South of this, oval pit 211 measured 1.18m long, 0.72m
wide and 0.2m deep. It was filled by a mid greyish brown silty sand (212), containing
five sherds (40g) of Early Bronze Age Beaker pottery and a single struck flint. An
environmental sample taken from fill 212 produced a moderate amount of charcoal.
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3.5.4 A further pit dated to the Early Bronze Age was identified during the evaluation in
Trench 5. Pit 5 measured 0.81m wide and was 0.16m deep with a mid yellow brown
sandy silt fill (6) which contained a single sherd (2g) of Early Bronze Age pottery.

3.5.5 Metal detecting of the topsoil (100) heap produced a copper alloy chisel (SF146, Plate
18) which has been dated to the Late Bronze Age.

3.6 Phase 2: Middle Iron Age (c.350-50BC)

3.6.1 A collection of pits and postholes have been attributed to the Middle Iron Age period
(Figs 4a & 4b). A small number of these features contained pottery which could only
be broadly dated as ‘Iron Age’ (c.800-100BC) and could potentially be Early Iron Age in
date, but for simplicity have been incorporated with the Middle Iron Age features.

3.6.2 Four postholes (124, 126, 128 and 130), located on the north-eastern edge of the site
formed a four-post structure (Structure 1, Plate 3). These were arranged in a rough
square approximately 1.96m across. The postholes varied from 0.18m and 0.27m in
diameter, the shallowest (126) was 0.06m deep and the deepest (124) was 0.18m deep
(Fig. 9, Sections 108 and 110). All four were filled with a single fill of mid grey-brown
silty sands (125, 127, 129 and 131), a single sherd (1g) of Iron Age pottery was
recovered from fill 125 of posthole 124. Environmental sampling from Structure 1
produced sparse charcoal and a single charred cereal grain (from posthole 130).

3.6.3 To the north of Structure 1 was pit 113. It measured 0.51m in diameter and 0.23m
deep (Fig. 9, Section 103). It was filled with a light brown-grey silty sand (114), which
produced a single sherd (2g) of Iron Age pottery.

3.6.4 To the west of this, close to the northern limit of excavation was a large sub-circular
pit (147) which measured 1.95m long, 1.23m wide and 0.46m deep. The pit had an
irregular profile with variations in depth at the base (Plate 4). It contained a mid
brownish-grey silty sand (148), which produced four sherds (7g) of Iron Age pottery
and four residual struck flints (including a flint flake knife). Around 28m south of pit
147 was small pit 179. It measured 0.9m long, 0.76m wide and 0.15m deep. It was
filled by a light grey sand (180), which produced one sherd (9g) of Iron Age pottery,
one sherd (6g) of Early Roman pottery (AD40-100) and four struck flints, one of which
was a heavily recorticated serrated blade of probable Mesolithic or earlier Neolithic
date. This was overlain by a deposit of very dark grey sand (181), 0.32m wide and
0.09m thick. An environmental sample taken from the basal fill produced a small
amount of charcoal.

3.6.5 Pit 308 was located toward the south-western edge of the site. It was circular in plan
with a diameter of 0.9m, and a maximum depth of 0.28m (Fig. 9, Section 192; Plate 5).
It was filled by a light greyish brown silty sand (309), which contained nine sherds (78g)
of Middle to Late Iron Age pottery (350BC-AD50).

3.6.6 To the south of this, three postholes (304, 310 and 316) appeared to form a broadly
east-west line (Fenceline 1) extending for 3.35m. The postholes were all 0.3m in
diameter and ranged in depth from 0.05m to 0.17m. They were filled with mid or dark
grey silty sand (305, 311, 317). A single sherd (3g) of Iron Age pottery was recovered
from posthole 304.
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3.6.7 Around 13m east of Fenceline 1 was posthole Structure 2 which comprised three
postholes forming a square (assuming that the fourth has been lost) which measured
2m wide. The postholes (275, 277 and 330) measured between 0.29m and 0.35m
wide and were 0.13m to 0.17m deep and filled with a mid greyish brown silty sand
(276, 278 and 331). Whilst no datable finds were recovered from this structure, it is
believed to be contemporary with Structure 1 which produced Iron Age pottery (see
paragraph 3.6.2).

3.7 Phase 3: Late Iron Age to Early Roman (c.50BC-AD150)

3.7.1 Avariety of features (pits, postholes and ditches) are attributed to this period (Fig. 5),
however, it should be highlighted that no securely datable material was recovered
from any of the ditches. Whilst no dating evidence was recovered, the ditches
appeared to form a divide across the site with areas with a higher density of Late Iron
Age and Early Roman features to the east compared to the west, suggesting that they
could be from the same period. However, the lack of definitive dating (beyond five
residual Neolithic flints) means that an earlier prehistoric (Middle Bronze Age) date for
these ditches cannot be excluded. The ditches (which may have been retained from
an earlier phase) on Figure 5 have been shaded in a difference colour to denote their
assumed phasing.

3.7.2 One Roman metal small find was recovered from the topsoil (100) whilst a further
eight metal finds were recovered from the colluvium (102). A fragment of a copper
alloy mirror (SF148) was collected from the topsoil, whilst the colluvium produced a
variety of metalwork comprising brooches (SF104 and SF126), bracelets (SF107 and
SF148), a cosmetic pestle (SF106) and coins (SF113, SF158 and SF159).

Ditches

3.7.3 A pair of parallel ditches were revealed across the centre of the site. They extended
from the northern limit of excavation and crossed the site in a south-east direction
(Ditches 1 and 2) before turning slightly to continue on a south-southwest alignment
(Ditches 3 and 4). These parallel ditches possibly formed a double-ditched boundary
which was also identified during the evaluation in Trenches 5, 7 and 20 (Fig. 5).

3.7.4 Ditch 1 (149, 163, 169, 220 and 334) measured a maximum of 1.1m wide and 0.26m
deep (Fig. 9, Section 120), with 31m of its length revealed within the excavation area.
It was filled by a mid grey-brown silty sand (150, 164, 170, 221 and 335) which
produced two residual Mesolithic/earlier Neolithic struck flints, which included a
blade.

3.7.5 Segmented Ditch 2 (137 and 157, Fig. 9, Section 123) was located 2.65m to the east of
Ditch 1, terminating after 9.3m within the excavation area (Fig. 9, Section 123; Plate
6). This ditch was 0.84m wide and 0.25m deep, filled with a mid brownish grey silty
sand (138 and 158). Further elements of this ditch (175, 207, 226, and 232) were
located 2.4m to the south-east, measuring a combined total of 24m in length,
terminating alongside the terminus of Ditch 1. This ditch was 0.6m wide and 0.12m
deep, filled by a mid brownish grey silty sand (175, 208, 227, 233), which produced a
residual Mesolithic/earlier Neolithic core.
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3.7.6

3.7.7

3.7.8

3.7.9

3.7.10

Pits

3.7.11

3.7.12

The double-ditched boundary continued to the south after a break of around 16m.
These ditches (Ditches 3 and 4) were aligned north-northeast to south-southwest with
a gap 1.4m wide between them.

Ditch 3 (239, 241 and 253; Fig. 9, Section 161), which was probably a continuation of
Ditch 1, survived for a length of 24.77m and was 0.66m wide, and 0.14m deep. It
contained a fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (240, 242 and 254), from which a single
struck flint was recovered. Ditch 4 (237 and 243, Fig. 9, Section 162), a continuation of
Ditch 2, survived to a length of 25.92m and had a maximum width of 0.65m and depth
of 0.1m. The fill was a mid-brown grey silty sand (238 and 244) which contained no
finds.

During the evaluation, the continuation of Ditches 3 and 4 were recorded further to
the south. Ditch 3 was excavated in Trench 7, it was also recorded in Trench 20 but
not excavated. In Trench 7 the ditch (76) measured 0.44m wide and 0.14m deep. It
was filled with a mid orange to dark grey brown sandy silt (04 and 75) which produced
a single Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age struck flint. Ditch 4 was excavated in Trenches
5, 7 and 20, here the ditch (03, 74 and 22) measured 0.3m to 0.6m wide and 0.08m to
0.1m deep and was filled with a dark orange brown silty sand (73 and 21) which
produced three Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age struck flints.

A further ditch (Ditch 5, 167, 177, 216, 218, 224 and 234), believed to have been
associated with the double-ditched boundary, was aligned perpendicular to Ditch 1,
and terminated just to the west of it (Fig. 9, Section 151). This ditch extended for c.49m
before terminating. The ditch was a maximum of 1m wide and 0.25m deep. Its single
fill (168, 217, 219, 225 and 235) was a mid grey-brown silty sand, which produced two
struck flints. Ditch 5 was also excavated during the evaluation (in Trenches 2 and 3)
producing a finds assemblage of three Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age struck flints and
a sherd (2g) of Roman pottery.

Two miscellaneous ditch terminals (318 and 119) were identified as extending from
the western and eastern limits of excavation. Both these ditch terminals were on the
on the same alignment as Ditch 5. Ditch 318 was located around 20m south of Ditch
5 and extended for 1m before terminating. It was 0.6m wide and 0.21m deep, filled
by a mid brown grey silty sand (319). This produced eight sherds (27g) of late Pre-
Roman Iron Age pottery (ADO-50) and four pieces (18g) of fired clay. Ditch 119
extended for 1.8m from the eastern limit of excavation before terminating. It was
0.74m wide, 0.2m deep and filled by a light brownish grey silty sand (120).

and postholes

Atotal of 11 pits and postholes are also attributed to this period, the majority of which
(eight in total) were clustered towards the north-eastern limit of the site.

A substantial post-pit type feature (153) was identified at the northern edge of the site
(Fig. 9, Section 150; Plate 7). It was almost sub-rectangular in plan, measuring 2.8m
long, 1.24m wide and 0.8m deep, orientated north-west to south-east. The post-pit
was stepped in profile, with the base of the posthole (which measured 0.5m in
diameter) being offset on its south-eastern side with the shallower step to the north-
west. The posthole was backfilled with a mid greyish brown clay (154), which
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contained one sherd (10g) of residual Neolithic pottery, 18 sherds (155g) of Early
Roman pottery (AD30-70) and 12g of animal bone. An environmental sample taken
from the fill did not produce anything of note. Due to the lack of a postpipe, the
Roman pottery assemblage is believed to be associated with the disuse backfilling of
the feature.

3.7.13 Just to the north-west of post-pit 153 was elongated pit 143. It measured 2.4m long,

3.7.14

3.7.15

3.7.16

3.7.17

3.7.18

0.78m wide and was 0.35m deep, being filled with a light greyish brown silty sand
(144) which contained two sherds (4g) of Early Roman pottery (AD40-100).

Around 11m south-west of this were two pits (197 and 193). Sub-circular pit 197 was
1.48m long, 0.29m deep and 1.65m deep. It was filled by a dark brownish grey sandy
silt (198), containing occasional charcoal, four sherds (14g) of Roman pottery (AD50-
400), 33g of fired clay and 3g of burnt animal bone (Fig. 9, Section 141; Plate 8). An
environmental sample produced a small quantity of charred cereal grain. Pit 193 was
0.62m wide and 0.34m deep. The lowest portion of the feature was filled with a mid
brown grey silty sand (196). The rest of the pit was filled with a dark greyish brown
silty sand (194), which produced five sherds (51g) of Early Roman pottery (AD50-100).
Environmental sampling of this upper fill produced sparse quantities of charred cereal
grain and charcoal.

Further to the south-east were two substantial adjacent pits (191 and 171). The more
westerly of the two (191) was sub-circular in plan, measuring 1.5m by 1.3m and 0.18m
deep (Fig. 9, Section 139). The pit’s sole fill (192) was a mid greyish brown silty sand,
which produced four sherds (44g) of Early Roman pottery (AD50-150). An
environmental sample of this fill produced low quantities of charred cereal grain,
charcoal and fuel ash slag. Pit 171 was 1.7m wide and 0.16m deep (Fig. 9, Section 130;
Plate 9). Its fill (172) was a mid grey-brown silty sand, which produced two sherds (6g)
of probably residual Neolithic pottery, along with a large Iron Age triangular weight
(SF138, Plate 10), part of a further triangular weight, a residual Neolithic-Early Bronze
Age hammerstone (SF139) and 345g of fired clay. Environmental sampling produced
very low quantities of charred cereal and charcoal.

During the evaluation, Trench 1 was located in the vicinity of these two pits and
contained a further similar pit (57) which was situated just 2.4m south of pit 191. Pit
57 measured 1.06m long, 0.75m wide and 0.45m deep, with very steeply sloping sides
and a flat base. It was filled with a dark brown grey silty sand (58) which contained
moderate amounts of charcoal and unworked burnt flint. Finds from this pit
comprised 4g of prehistoric pottery, struck flint (both Late Mesolithic/Early Neolithic
and Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age in date) and fired clay (74g), including a complete
triangular loomweight (SF3, Plate 11).

Just to the east of evaluation pit 57 was near circular pit 182. It was 1.02m wide and
0.2m in depth and was filled by a mid brownish grey silty sand (183), which produced
three sherds (24g) of Late Pre-Roman Iron Age (50BC-AD50) pottery, five sherds (15g)
of Early Roman pottery (AD50-100), along with the apex of a further triangular weight.

The remaining pits were all located down the westernmost edge of the site. Pit 199
(Fig. 9, Section 142) was 1.23m long, 0.87m wide and 0.32m deep, with a fill of light
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3.7.19

3.7.20

3.7.21

3.8
3.8.1

3.8.2

3.8.3

3.9
3.9.1

greyish brown silty sand (200), which produced three sherds (18g) of Middle to Late
Iron Age pottery (350BC-AD50) and four struck flints.

Pit 324 had a diameter of 0.58m and was 0.24m deep. The sole fill was a mid brownish
grey silty sand (325), which contained two sherds (15g) of Middle to Late Iron Age
pottery (350BC-AD50), 11 sherds (77g) of Early Roman pottery (AD40-70) and two
struck flints.

Large posthole 287 and pit 292 were situated adjacent to one another. Posthole 287
was sub-circular in plan, 0.97m long by 0.72m wide with a maximum depth of 0.5m
(Fig. 9, Section 182). The posthole contained a mid yellowish brown silty sand (288),
0.4m thick. A postpipe (289) was present, 0.42m wide and 0.5m in depth, consisting
of a mid brownish grey silty sand. This produced three sherds (10g) of Late Pre-Roman
Iron Age pottery (50BC-AD50). Environmental sampling of the postpipe only produced
sparse quantities of charcoal. Immediately south of this was a sub-circular pit (292). It
was 0.73m wide and 0.26m deep and filled by a mid brown grey silty sand (293) which
contained a fragmentary fired clay block (SF164, 761g) and three struck flints. Whilst
no pottery was recovered from this pit, the fired clay block recovered from its fill is
believed to be contemporary with the triangular weights from pit 171 (see paragraph
3.7.15 above).

A final small pit from Trench 7 of the evaluation is also attributed to this period. Whilst
pit 86 was not excavated during the evaluation phase of work, a sherd of pottery (2g)
dating from the 1st to 4th century AD was recovered from the top of the feature.

Phase 4: Colluvium

The majority of the site was covered by colluvial hill wash deposits, overlying the
earlier archaeological features (Fig. 6). In the north-east corner (Fig. 9, Section 101;
Plate 12) there were multiple layers, of which the lower layers shallowed out and only
the upper thickest layer (102) remained across the rest of the investigation area (Fig.
9, Section 205).

The lowest layer (109) was a light greyish-brown silty sand, 0.22m thick. This was
overlain by a layer of mid greyish-brown silty sand (108), 0.32m thick. Above this was
a mid greyish-brown sandy gravel (107), up to 0.16m thick. These were all sealed by
layer 102 (Fig. 9, Section 101; Plate 8).

Layer 102 (105, 106, 123, 132, 190, 213, 236) was a maximum of 0.8m thick and
produced 83 sherds (512g) of mixed pottery, ranging from the Neolithic to post-
medieval periods, 18 struck flints, 119g of fired clay, 9g of slag and a possible worked
stone. Also recovered from the colluvial layer were 26 metal objects (see Appendix
B.1), including nine coins (seven silver and two copper alloy) ranging in date from the
1st century BC to the medieval period, two lead pilgrim’s flasks, a cosmetic pestle, a
dagger guard and ten copper alloy buckles. The metalwork was recovered both during
excavation and during metal-detecting of the spoil heaps.

Phase 5: Post-medieval

The final phase of activity on the site consisted of two post-medieval boundary ditches
(Fig. 7). Ditch 247 was revealed across the southern end of the site on a north-east to

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd 12 3 October 2019



>

oxford

Bronze Age to Post-Medieval Remains to the North-East of Beech Road, Saxmundham, Suffolk Version 3 (Final)

3.9.2

3.9.3

3.10
Pits

3.10.1

3.10.2

3.10.3

3.10.4

south-west alignment. It measured a maximum of 3.69m wide, but narrowed to 0.87m
in width in the middle of the site before widening out again. At this narrow point, the
ditch was 0.4m deep and filled by a dark grey brown sandy clay (248), which contained
a glass bottle (318g). Large amounts of brick and clinker were also visible at the
machine cleaning level. During the evaluation, clay tobacco pipe dating from the 19th
century was also collected from the surface of the ditch (Fletcher 2017, 26).

The second ditch, 332 was on a north-west to south-east alignment, joining ditch 247
on its northern side at the point where it narrowed. The ditch was 2.25m wide and
0.6m deep. Its fill (333) was virtually identical to fill 248 with similar inclusions.

A total of nine metal post-medieval small finds were recovered by metal detecting
from unstratified layers across the site and consisted of seven buckles, a clasp and a
thimble (see App. B.1).

Undated and natural features

and postholes

Numerous other features were identified across the site which could not be precisely
dated (Fig. 8) but presumably relate to the dated phases of activity described above.

At the northernmost limit of the site were four pits (110, 155, 139 and 141) which
appeared to form a north-east to south-west orientated pit alignment extending for
13m. At the north-easternmost end, pit 110 measured 0.7m wide and 0.16m deep. It
was filled by a basal fill of mid grey-brown silty sand (111) 0.16m thick, overlain by a
dark brown-grey silty sand (112), 0.1m thick. A sample taken from the upper fill
produced a small quantity of charcoal. Pit 155 was 3.5m to the south-west, measuring
0.54m in diameter and had a depth of 0.4m (Fig, 9, Section 122). Its sole fill (156) was
a mid greyish brown silty sand. A further 3m away, pit 139 was 1.18 long, 0.67m wide
and 0.24m deep. It was filled by a mid brownish grey silty sand (140). Finally, 3.5m
further south-west was pit 141, which was 0.75m wide and 0.18m deep with a mid
brownish grey silty sand (142). Whilst this pit alignment is undated, it ran on the same
orientation as Ditch 5 (Phase 3), so could potentially be contemporary.

Three undated postholes (117, 115 and 121) were also recorded along the north-
easternmost edge of the site. The largest posthole (117, Fig. 9, Section 105) was 0.4m
in diameter and 0.15m deep. This was filled with light brown-grey silty sand (118).
Postholes 115 and 121 were 0.33m and 0.26m in diameter, and 0.16m and 0.1m deep
respectively. They were filled by light grey-brown (116) and dark grey-brown (122) silty
sands.

To the south and west of the pit alignment were four further pits and postholes. A
small shallow pit/posthole (135) was revealed near the edge of excavation. It was
circular with a diameter of 0.37m and a depth of 0.13m and was filled by a mid
brownish grey silty sand (136). Pit 205 was located c.5m south-east of pit 135 and was
0.28m wide, 0.17m deep and filled by a dark greyish brown silty sand (206). To the
east, pit 161 was 0.87m wide and 0.11m deep, with a mid yellowish brown silty sand
(162). Pit 159, which was 5m to the north, was 1.57m long, 0.57m wide and 0.2m deep,
with a fill of mid brownish grey silty sand (160).
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3.10.5

3.10.6

3.10.7

3.10.8

3.10.9

Further isolated pits and postholes were located across the site to the east of the
possible Phase 3 double-ditched boundary. Pit 188 was circular in plan, measuring
0.45m across and 0.17m deep. It was filled by a light greyish brown silty sand (189).
Posthole 186, 4.8m to the south was 0.23m wide and 0.14m deep, and also filled with
a light greyish brown silty sand (186).

Pit 184 was 0.6m wide and 0.14m deep, filled by a light greyish brown silty sand (185).
Pit 214 was sub-circular in plan, 0.74m wide and 0.11m deep, filled by a light brownish
grey sand (215). Pit 228 and a posthole 205 were located at the centre of the site. Pit
228 was sub-circular in plan, 1.09m wide and 0.4m deep and contained a fill of dark
brownish grey silty sand (229). An environmental sample taken from the fill produced
a small amount of charcoal along with fragments of hazelnut shell. Posthole 205 had
a diameter of 0.28m and was 0.17m deep, filled with a dark grey-brown silty sand
(206). Pit 245, which was located on the edge of Phase 5 ditch 332 was 0.6m in
diameter and 0.15m deep. It was filled by a mid brownish grey silty sand (246).

Further undated pits and postholes were identified to the west of the double-ditched
boundary (Phase 3). Immediately adjacent to ditch 149 (Ditch 1, Phase 3) was pit 145.
It was circular, measuring 0.45m in diameter and 0.15m deep. It was filled with a dark
greyish brown silty sand (146). An environmental sample taken from fill 146 produced
charred hazelnut shell and sparse quantities of charcoal. The presence of hazelnut
shell in the sample could potentially suggest an earlier prehistoric date for this feature.
Pit 222 was truncated by the eastern terminal of Ditch 5 (224, Phase 3). It was 1m wide
and 0.25m deep with a light greyish brown silty sand fill (223). About 5m to the south-
west, posthole 230 measured 0.22m wide and 0.12m deep, with a fill of mid reddish
brown silty sand (231).

Towards the western edge of the site was pit 151 (Fig. 9, Section 121). It measured
1.24m long, 1.17m wide and was 0.45m deep. It was filled with a single light grey-
brown silty sand (152). To the south, pit 103 was 0.87m long, 0.57m wide and 0.2m
deep, being filled with a dark brown silty sand (104). An environmental sample
produced low quantities of charcoal.

Pit 173 was 1.78m wide and 0.26m deep (Fig. 9, Section 173) and filled with a light
grey brown silty sand (174). Pit 249 was located c.6m to the east. It was 0.83m wide
and 0.16m deep, filled by a mid brownish grey silty sand (250). Pit 201, located on the
western edge of the site, was 0.25m wide and 0.18m deep. It was filled by a mid
greyish brown sandy silt (202) containing three struck flints. A small posthole (251)
was exposed 26m to the east of this pit. This was 0.3m wide and 0.14m deep, with a
fill of dark greyish brown silty sand (252). Circular pit 273 measured 0.9m in diameter
and was 0.41m deep. It was filled by a mid greyish brown silty sand (274).

3.10.10 To the south of the intersection of the post-medieval field boundary ditches (Phase

5) were a cluster of undated postholes which appeared to almost form two rows of
posts. The most northerly row (Fenceline 2) extended for 8m and consisted of
postholes 257, 259 and 261, the second row (Fenceline 3) extended for 7.3m and
consisted of posthole 263, 265 and 267. Posthole 257 was 0.15m wide and 0.08m
deep, filled with a mid greyish brown sandy clay (258). Posthole 259 was 0.15m wide
and 0.05m deep, filled with a mid brownish grey sandy clay (260). Posthole 261 was
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0.14m wide and 0.15m deep, filled with a mid brownish grey sandy clay (262). Posthole
263 was 0.23m wide and 0.08m deep, filled with a mid brownish grey sandy clay (264).
Posthole 265 was 0.3m wide and 0.15m deep, filled with a mid brownish grey sandy
clay (266). Posthole 267 was 0.38m wide and 0.17m deep, filled with a mid brownish
grey sandy clay (268). It is notable that Fencelines 2 and 3 were orientated with
Fenceline 1 (Phase 2), so it is possible that they were contemporary. Furthermore, it is
noticeable that these fencelines were perpendicular to the double-ditched boundary.

3.10.11 A further series of (unexcavated) postholes was identified in Trench 7 during the
evaluation just to the south of Fencelines 2 and 3 (see Fig. 8). As with the fencelines,
it is notable that the two lines of postholes run parallel with and perpendicular to the
double-ditched boundary, suggesting a possible contemporaneity.

3.10.12 Six further undated postholes (271, 269, 328, 285, 322 and 320) and a pit (326) were
recorded in this area. Posthole 271 was 0.42m wide and 0.16m deep, filled with a mid
brownish grey silty sand (272). Posthole 269 was 0.35m wide and 0.9m deep, filled
with a mid brownish grey sandy clay (270). Posthole 328 was 0.25m wide and 0.08m
deep, filled with a mid brownish grey silty sand (329). Posthole 285 was 0.25m wide
and 0.16m deep, filled with a mid greyish brown silty sand (286). A posthole (86)
excavated during the evaluation in Trench 7 (which was located between these
postholes) produced a 2g sherd of Roman pottery, which might give a tentative date
for these postholes.

3.10.13 To the south was a sub-circular pit (326) and two small postholes (320 and 322). The
pit was 0.47m wide and 0.12m deep containing a mid brownish grey silty sand (327).
Posthole 320 was 0.29m wide and 0.07m deep, filled with a mid greyish brown silty
sand (321). Posthole 322 was 0.27m wide and 0.1m deep, filled with a mid greyish
brown silty sand (323).

3.10.14 A final undated posthole was recorded during the evaluation in Trench 20, to the
south. Posthole 35 measured 0.35m in diameter and was 0.25m deep with vertical
sides. It was filled with a dark orange brown silty sand (34).

Natural features

3.10.15 To the south of ditch 332 (Phase 5) were a group of features initially identified as
possible pits and postholes (Fig 8) but after excavation appeared to be natural
undulations or patches of differential drying in the geology (279, 281, 283, 290, 294,
296, 298, 300, 302, 306, 312, 314).
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4 FINDS AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUMMARIES

4.1.1 Artefactual evidence recovered from the site comprises pottery, fired clay, worked
flint, stone, slag and metal artefacts.

Metalwork (Appendix B.1)

4.1.2 A total of 62 metal finds were recovered from the topsoil, subsoil and colluvial layers.
The metalwork ranges in date from the Late Bronze Age through to the post-medieval
period. Pertinent finds include a Late Bronze Age chisel, a Roman cosmetic pestle, two
medieval pilgrim’s flasks and a selection of Roman to post-medieval coins. There were
no recommendations for conservation or x-rays for any of the metalwork.

Slag (Appendix B.2)

4.1.3 Three pieces (9g in total) of undiagnostic slag were recovered from the colluvium.

Flint (Appendix B.3)

4.1.4 A total of 101 worked flints were recovered from the excavation. These derived
primarily from pits and postholes, as well as the colluvium, with smaller amounts from
ditches and the topsoil. The majority date to the Late Mesolithic/Early Neolithic or the
Early Bronze Age, with one possible Palaeolithic blade. The flints appear to mostly be
residual in features of later date.

Stone (Appendix B.4)

4.1.5 A small stone assemblage was also collected from features across the site and
consisted of fragmented lava (rotary) quern, a small cobble hammerstone and
unworked burnt stone.

Early Prehistoric Pottery (Appendix B.5)

4.1.6 Atotal of 23 sherds (126g) of early prehistoric pottery was recovered from six contexts.
This was a mixture of Neolithic (15 sherds, 74g, all residual in contexts with later
material) and Early Bronze Age (eight sherds, 52g) material recovered from three small
pits. The Bronze Age material included six decorated Beaker sherds.

Iron Age and Roman Pottery (Appendix B.6)

4.1.7 The lron Age component represents 29% of the total assemblage by sherd count (23%
by weight), totalling 41 sherds weighing 214g and representing a minimum of four
vessels. A total of 102 sherds (722g) of Roman pottery was also recovered across the
site. A minimum of seven vessels were represented, with a mean sherd weight of 7.1g.
The Iron Age and Roman assemblage offers little information on the activities
occurring in the vicinity of the site, but they most probably relate to domestic
settlement.
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Post-Roman Pottery (Appendix B.7)

4.1.8 Thirteen sherds (79g) of post-Roman pottery were recovered from the colluvial layer.
A minimum of seven vessels (MNV) was represented, with a mean sherd weight of
7.1g. The assemblage represents a manuring scatter of various dates spanning the
12th to 18th century.

Fired Clay (Appendix B.8)

4.1.9 Atotal of 561g of fired clay and two large Iron Age loomweights totalling 2.34kg were
also found, coming from seven different contexts, including four pits, a posthole, a
ditch and the colluvium.

Animal bone (Appendix C.1)

4.1.10 The animal bone represents a very small assemblage of faunal remains weighing 99g
in total. The species represented include sheep/goat (Ovis/Capra), cattle (Bos taurus)
and medium mammal.

Environmental remains (Appendix C.2)

4.1.11 Environmental sampling from 20 contexts produced moderate amounts of charcoal,
with a small amount of charred cereal grains and hazelnut shell. In general
preservation of this material was poor.
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5 DISCUSSION

5.1 Reliability of field investigation

5.1.1 When freshly machined the archaeological features were fairly visible distinguishable
against the natural material but after exposure to the elements the location of and
relationships between features and fills became more difficult to differentiate.
Furthermore, a number of natural ‘features’ were excavated (particularly on the south-
western edge of the site) which on investigation were actually the result of slight
colour changes in the natural deposits.

5.1.2 Although most of the features identified during the evaluation were found on
excavation, a number (particularly those identified as cutting the colluvium) were not
(Fig. 10). It is possible that several of these features were the result of the
phenomenon noted above, where patches of material retained moisture longer than
those around and give the appearance of being a feature. The nature of the colluvial
material and the quantity of artefactual material contained within it meant that it was
possible to dig these false features and recover finds from their fills. The backfilled
slots dug into features identified as ditches within the evaluation trenches were
identified in several places within the excavation area but without any continuation of
the feature.

5.1.3 Ditch 5 corresponds with excavated ditches 29 (Trench 3) and 36 (Trench 2) in the
evaluation. Ditches 03 (Trench 5) and 74 (Trench 7) also correspond with Ditch 4. The
extension of Ditches 3 and 5 south-westwards along with a series of postholes were
also initially recorded during the evaluation (in Trenches 7 and 20) but not identified
during the excavation phase. The evaluation ditches were extremely shallow, being no
more than 0.1m in depth, therefore it is probable that during the excavation strip they
were lost at the interface of the colluvium and the natural geology. None of the
postholes from Trenches 7 and 20 were excavated during the evaluation and the fact
they could not be reidentified at the excavation phase would suggest that were
actually geological in nature, as discussed in other examples above.

5.2 Research aims and framework

5.2.1 Aslaid outin Section 2, a series of research questions were compiled for the site based
on the evaluation results. Each question is reiterated in italics at the start of the
appropriate period discussion below, along with further research questions which
have were compiled during the course of fieldwork.

5.2.2 All the research aims are based on and aimed to build upon the goals of the Regional
Research Frameworks (Glazebrook 1997, Brown & Glazebrook 2000 and Medlycott
2011). However, due to the limited results this excavation cannot add any additional
knowledge in any significant way to these current research agendas.

5.3 Earlier prehistoric (¢.40,000-2,500BC)

What is the nature and extent of Neolithic and Bronze Age activity at the site, and how
does this relate to the wider use of the Fromus Valley in this period?
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53.1

5.3.2

5.3.3

54

54.1

5.4.2

Previous archaeological works (Billington et al 2018, Newton 2013) in the vicinity of
the current site have shown that this landscape was being occupied and utilised during
the earlier prehistoric period.

On the present site, the earliest evidence for human activity comes in the form of a
Late Palaeolithic flint blade and four Mesolithic/earlier Neolithic blades recovered
from the colluvium (102). Neolithic pottery (74g in total) was also recovered from the
colluvium and found residually in two Late Iron Age to Early Roman pits. In addition, a
small assemblage of burnt animal bone (82g) was recovered from pit 203 in the north
of the site. A radiocarbon determination of 3943 — 3712 cal. BC (95% probability
5023130 BP, SUERC-88132) provides a date at the very beginning of the Neolithic
period. The nature of these contexts and the lack of associated features datable to
these periods suggests transient visits to this locality and that this assemblage derives
from activity extending up the valley sides. This is reinforced by the recovery of just
two Mesolithic/earlier Neolithic flints from the evaluation (Billington 2018, 22) and
evidence from the adjacent excavation where small quantities of contemporary
flintwork were recovered from undated features and unstratified deposits (Billington
2017, 135).

Three isolated pits exposed in the northern part of the site suggest a low level of Early
Bronze Age activity with a small assemblage of 52g of Beaker (c.2200-1900BC) pottery
being recovered from them. Pit 165 produced both pottery and worked flints (10 in
total) of a contemporary date. More concentrated activity from this period has been
identified during the immediately adjacent excavation (SXM 043, Clarke 2017), with a
group of 25 pits and postholes producing a total of 305g of Beaker pottery with 130
struck flints also being recorded. The Church Hill site to the immediate south-east
(SXM 022, Newton 2013) contained a higher density of Early Bronze Age Beaker
activity, with 59 pits containing assemblages of pottery and flintwork. The combined
evidence of these three sites would suggest that Early Bronze Age settlement was
probably fairly extensive across this part of the Fromus Valley. However, with just
three pits being identified at the current site, the evidence would suggest that this
area was on the periphery of this activity.

Middle Iron Age (c.350-50BC)

What evidence is there for further Iron Age occupation, and how does this relate to the
settlement activity at Land East of Warren Hill (SXM 043)?

A small number of features (three pits and 11 postholes) have been identified as dating
to the Middle Iron Age period. The postholes relate to two, four-post structures and a
fenceline, indicative of settlement-related activity in the vicinity. The adjacent site at
Warren Hill (SXM 043) revealed clear unenclosed settlement remains, in the form of
two roundhouse ring gullies with associated pits, postholes and large assemblages of
pottery (Billington 2017, 190).

In terms of settlement location, sites are often interpreted as having been selected
because to their proximity to a water source. Also of importance was their relationship
to the local topography and land use, allowing access to a range of varied resources
including seasonal good arable land, grazing and woodland, as well as communication
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networks such as rivers and trackways. The position of the Warren Hill site fits within
this model, being on the valley side approximately 200m east of the River Fromus. The
current site has identified the limit of the Warren Hill settlement, it is slightly further
away from the River Fromus, ¢.250m, which would explain the lack of continuation to
the settlement remains, as well as the quantitative reduction in pottery of this date.

5.4.3 The current site contains two definitive four-post structures; however, a number of the
other undated postholes could potentially also be structural remains from this period,
possibly for two-post structures (posthole pairs 115 and 121, 285 and 328, 322 and
320 for example). Whilst four-post structures are generally interpreted as granaries or
other raised stores, the function of two-post structures is less clear and could include
drying frames, upright looms or the remnants of the entrances to circular buildings.

5.4.4 The small Middle Iron Age pottery assemblage is very similar in character to the
contemporary assemblage from the Warren Hill site, reinforcing suggestion that these
two sites are part of the same settlement. Overall, given the location of most of these
features in association with Late Iron Age and Early Roman features it is probable that
these represent the earliest phase of a continuous period of activity running through
from the Middle Iron Age into the 1st and possibly 2nd centuries AD. The limited and
secondary depositional nature of most of the finds assemblage suggests that, like the
later features, these represent the edge of settlement activity.

5.5 Late Iron Age and Early Roman (c.50BC-AD150)

5.5.1 Although this was not identified as part of the original research design, the site has
revealed features indicative of (peripheral) settlement activity continuing into the Late
Iron Age and Early Roman periods.

What evidence is there for continuity of settlement from the Iron Age into the Early
Roman period?

5.5.2 The majority of the features across the site were from the Late Iron Age and Early
Roman period, consisting of pits, a single and double-ditched boundary. It is
interesting that there is a complete absence of Late Iron Age and Early Roman features
and/or finds on the adjacent Warren Hill site (SXM 043, Clarke 2017), with only later
pottery, from c.AD200-400, being recovered residually in Anglo-Saxon features.

5.5.3 The majority of the pits attributed to this period are clustered at the northernmost
limit of the excavation area. It is difficult to define the function of these pits beyond
simply ‘domestic’, however, the cluster of pits 171, 182, 191 and 57 (from the
evaluation) do appear to be more uniform in their size and shape. These four pits were
all near vertical sided with flat bases, varying in diameter from 1.07m to 1.8m and
were between 0.16m and 0.45m in depth. Notably all four of these pits contained
partial/fragments of triangular weights. It is therefore probable that this was a group
of storage pits.

5.5.4 The orientation of the boundary ditches across the site would suggest that the
settlement foci has shifted away from the area of Middle Iron Age activity to a more
northerly location, beyond the limits of the investigation area (and closer to the River
Fromus). The presence of a substantial post-pit feature (153), interpreted as a
boundary marker, could also denote the limit of the settlement. It should also be
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noted that the orientation of the double-ditched boundary means that if it continued
south-westward, it would pass through the centre of the Church Hill site (SXM 022).
Whilst no features of a Late Iron Age or Roman date were identified during the
archaeological works on the Church Hill site, abraded samian pottery was recovered
from the topsoil, indicating a Roman presence in the area (Newton 2013, 4).

5.5.5 The largest proportion of pottery assemblage from the current site comprises mid-
later 1st century AD wares with nothing post-dating the mid-2nd century AD. It
consists of 102 sherds weighing a total of 722g with a mean sherds weight of just 7.1g;
which would indicate a high degree of redeposition and/or residuality before being
deposited. Furthermore, half of the assemblage was recovered from the colluvium.
Overall, the number of features of this date along with the large amount of unstratified
pottery would indicate background activity and that this area lay on the periphery of
a settlement or farmstead in this period.

5.6 Colluvium

Is it possible to better define the relationship between the colluvium and the cut
archaeological features at the site? When did the colluvium begin to form, and what
activities may have been responsible for its formation?

5.6.1 The colluvium covered approximately two thirds of the excavation area to a maximum
thickness of nearly a metre at the north-western limit of the excavation. The colluvium
produced material of a broad date range, beginning in the Palaeolithic and running
through to the post-medieval period. It also sealed the prehistoric and Roman features
on the site, which indicates that the colluvium formed formed during, or perhaps more
likely, after the Roman period.

5.6.2 The main colluvium layer produced a total of 26 metal objects, primarily of copper
alloy, but also including silver, iron and lead artefacts. Seven silver and two copper
alloys coins were recovered, including an Augustus Denarius (BC25-23, SF113), a
sestertius of Nerva (AD96-97, SF158), and a number of medieval coins. A Roman
copper-alloy cosmetic pestle (SF106, Plate 13) was also recovered from close to the
concentration of Iron Age features. Two medieval lead pilgrim’s flasks (SF128 & SF118;
Plate 15) were also collected from the colluvium, one near the western edge of the
excavation. The positions of those small finds found during excavation are recorded on
Figure 6, the remainder were recovered during metal detecting of the spoil heaps and
their original locations are unknown.

5.6.3 Thirty-one worked flints, including the Palaeolithic blade, and 76 sherds (493g) of
pottery (ranging in date from the Neolithic period through to the 18th century) were
also recovered from the colluvium. The wide chronological span of this material
highlights the level of soil movement across the site and gives an indication of the level
of activity previously being undertaken further upslope.

5.7 Anglo-Saxon (c.AD410-1066)

What is the function and status of the rectangular post-built structure from Trench 7
in the evaluation? Does this relate to a continuation of the Anglo-Saxon settlement
from the excavation to the west (SXM 043)?
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5.7.1 The excavation has shown no evidence for an extension of the Anglo-Saxon settlement
excavated to the west at Warren Hill (Clarke 2017, Clarke in press). Possible reasons
for this could include the increasing slope of the hill within the site, and the increased
distance from the main settlement core of Saxmundham, to the south-west.

5.7.2 The only definitive evidence of Anglo-Saxon activity from the site was three
unstratified copper-alloy finds recovered from the subsoil (101): an Early Saxon brooch
(SF150, Plate 19), a Late Saxon strap-end (SF121, Plate 16) and a Late Saxon
unidentifiable hammered copper-alloy sheet (SF151).

5.7.3 The putative post-built structure identified in Trench 7 at evaluation was tentatively
suggested as being an Anglo-Saxon hall. However, the fact that it was on a different
alignment to all the Anglo-Saxon remains at the Warren Hill site, being north-
northwest to south-southeast aligned rather than east-west, may suggest a different
date for this structure. Furthermore, the structure was aligned with the double-
ditched boundary, which has been attributed to the Late Iron Age/Early Roman period
(Phase 3).

5.7.4 The full extents of this structure were not identified during the excavation, which
would suggest that it was not actually a structure, although it is located in the vicinity
of a number of undated postholes, with posthole 271 forming the northern end of it.

5.8 Medieval and post-medieval (c.AD1066-1750)

5.8.1 Whilst no features of a definitive medieval date were identified on the site, a total of
31 metal finds were recovered from unstratified layers; the majority of which (24 in
total) came from the colluvium (102). These metal finds varied in type and function
and included dress accessories, household items, devotional items, weapons and
coins. Some of the most notable items include two lace chapes (SF129 and SF155),
three strap-ends (SF134, SF143 and SF152), two pilgrim’s flasks (SF118; Plate 15 and
SF128) a dagger guard (SF144, Plate 17), a penny of Robert the Bruce (AD1306-1329),
two Edward | pennies (AD1279-1307) and a Henry VIl halfpenny (AD1485-1509).

5.8.2 The density of medieval metalwork from the site indicates a strong medieval presence
in the vicinity. This is perhaps unsurprising considering the location of the site, just
0.5km north of the Church of St John the Baptist (SXM 008) which dates from the start
of the 14th century. The presence of seven medieval coins and three early post-
medieval coins/jettons also gives evidence for a thriving market town with trade links.
The recovery of two lead pilgrim’s flasks should be considered of particular interest.
Usually linked to pilgrimage and shrines, they are also associated with farmland and
are believed to have been used and purposely deposited in fields as a blessing, possibly
to ensure a good upcoming harvest (Anderson 2010, 199).

5.8.3 The two post-medieval field boundary ditches identified across the southern end of
the site correlate with those identified during the evaluation (in Trenches 6, 7, 19 and
20) and their continuation westward on the adjacent site (Trench 12; King 2015, 7).
Further ditches on the same two alignments were also identified during the
geophysical survey on land to the south of Street Farm (Fry & Roseveare 2014, fig.4).
The main north-east to south-west aligned boundary ditch identified in the current
excavation is parallel with the northern site boundary and is orientated with the
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5.9
5.9.1

5.10
5.10.1

5.10.2

5.10.3

railway line (SUF 067), which opened in 1854. These two specific field boundary
ditches are not shown on any post-1885 Ordnance Survey maps and therefore must
relate to an earlier land division which pre-dates this and upon which the railway was
aligned.

Undated features

A number of pits and particularly postholes in the south-western portion of the site
remain undated. However, they were sealed by the colluvium suggesting that they
probably date to the Roman period or earlier.

Conclusions

The evidence recorded within the excavation area would indicate low levels of activity
across the north and north-western portion of the excavation area during prehistory
through to the mid-2nd century AD.

Limited evidence of Early Bronze Age activity was present, the small number of
features (three) and similarly tiny assemblage of finds associated with them is not
indicative of a significant settlement within the immediate vicinity.

The primary period of activity represented appears to have extended from the Middle
Iron Age through to the 1st and possibly early 2nd centuries AD. None of this appears
to have been directly related to settlement but is indicative of peripheral activity
possibly for a settlement located to the north or east. An Iron Age settlement is known
to the south-west (SXM 043), however, this settlement did not produce any Roman
material and no other direct evidence of Roman period occupation has previously
been identified in the immediate area. Thus, the evidence is possibly indicative of Early
Roman-British occupation, continuing from the immediate pre-Roman period to the
north and north-west. This may not have continued beyond the mid-2nd century AD.
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6 PUBLICATION AND ARCHIVING

6.1.1 The remains revealed by this excavation are generally quite dispersed and poorly-
dated and consequently do not particularly enhance the results of the adjacent
investigations (SXM043). The latter site has been published in two articles focussing
on the prehistoric and Iron Age elements (Billington et. al 2018) and the Anglo-Saxon
settlement evidence (Clarke in press). Although Bronze Age and Iron Age features
were present within the current excavation, they were generally quite scattered and
located at some distance from the contemporary features within the adjacent site.
The scatter of later Iron Age and Early Roman features do not appear to relate directly
to any other known sites in the vicinity, but could be evidence of shifting settlement
around or just after the conquest, while the absence of Anglo-Saxon features indicates
settlement in this period was concentrated to the west, closer to the river. The bulk
of the assemblage of metal-detected finds from the site is effectively unstratified (from
topsoil/subsoil), with a proportion deriving from the colluvium/hillwash deposits, and
presumably relates to agricultural manuring scatters. Within this assemblage there
are some objects of interest, notably the two medieval lead pilgrim’s flasks, which may
be worthy of a short publication note in PSIAH with illustration of the more complete
example (SF118, Plate 15).

6.1.2 The site archive (under Site Code SXM 051) comprises a maximum of four bulk
finds/document boxes and four small find boxes. A Transfer of Title form has been
attained for the archive. Some of the metal finds have been listed for deselection prior
to archiving, while many of the post-medieval bulk finds (CBM, pottery, glass) can also
be discarded.
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APPENDIX A CONTEXT INVENTORY
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100 0 | layer | topsoil 0
101 0 | layer | subsoil 0
102 0 | layer | colluvium 33 0.8 | Light Silty Soft to firm
brownish-grey | sand
103 | 103 | cut pit 0.92 | 0.57 0.2 sub-circular | steep sharp surface, shallow
rounded base concave
104 | 103 | fill pit 0.92 | 0.57 0.2 | Dark brown Silty soft
sand
105 0 | layer | colluvium 4 1 0.52 | Light yellowish | Silty Firm-dry
brown sand
106 0 | layer | colluvium 4 1 0.36 | Light greyish- Silty Firm-dry
brown sand
107 0 | layer | colluvium 4 1 0.16 | mid-greyish Sandy Firm
brown gravel
108 0 | layer | colluvium 4 1 0.32 | mid greyish- silty firm
brown sand
109 0 | layer | colluvium 4 1 0.22 | light greyish- silty firm-dry
brown sand
110 | 110 | cut pit 0 | pit 0.7 0.7 | 0.16 sub-circular | gradual gentle flat
alignment
111 | 110 | fill pit 0 | pit 0.16 | mid grey- silty firm - dry
alignment brown sand
112 | 110 | fill pit 0 | pit 0.1 | dark brown- silty firm - dry
alignment grey sand
113 | 113 | cut pit 2 0.55 | 0.51 | 0.23 sub-circular moderate gradual at flat
surface, rounded
at base
114 | 113 | fill pit 2 0.55 | 0.51 | 0.23 | light brownish- | silty firm - dry
grey sand
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115 | 115 | cut post hole 0.33 | 0.33 | 0.16 sub-circular | steep uneven surface concave
onto stepped
base
116 | 115 | fill post hole 0.33 | 0.33 | 0.16 | light greyish silty firm, dry
brown sand
117 | 117 | cut post hole 0.99 0.4 | 0.15 sub-circular | moderate abrupt at concave
surface, rouned
onto base
118 | 117 | fill post hole 0.44 0.4 | 0.15 | light brownish- | silty firm - dry
grey sand
119 | 119 | cut ditch 3 1| 0.74 0.2 linear- gradual gentle concave
terminal terminal
120 | 119 | fill ditch 3 1| 0.74 0.2 | light brownish- | silty firm - dry
terminal grey sand
121 | 121 | cut post hole 0.26 | 0.26 0.1 circular steep gradual concave
122 | 121 | fill post hole 0| 0.26 0.1 | dark grey silty firm
brown sand
123 0 | layer | colluvium 4 1 0.56 | light yellowish- | silty firm, dry
brown sand
124 | 124 | cut post hole 2 | Structure | 0.27 | 0.27 | 0.18 sub-circular | steep flatish surface, concave
1 rounded on base
125 | 124 | fill post hole 2 | Structure | 0.27 | 0.27 | 0.18 | mid greyish silty firm-dry
1 brown sand
126 | 126 | cut post hole 2 | Structure | 0.18 | 0.18 | 0.06 sub-circular | steep sharp flat
1
127 | 126 | fill post hole 2 | Structure | 0.18 | 0.18 | 0.06 | mid greyish silty firm - dry
1 brown sand
128 | 128 | cut post hole 2 | Structure | 0.22 | 0.22 0.1 sub-circular | steep sharp surface to concave
1 rounded base
129 | 128 | fill post hole 2 | Structure | 0.22 | 0.22 0.1 | mid greyish silty firm, dry
1 brown sand
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130 | 130 | cut post hole 2 | Structure | 0.26 | 0.26 0.1 sub-circular | steep sharp surface to shallow
1 flattish base concave
(semi-rounded)
131 | 130 | fill post hole 2 | Structure | 0.26 | 0.26 0.1 | mid greyish silty firm-dry
1 brown sand
132 0 | layer | colluvium 4 0 0.24 | mid grey silty firm
brown sand
133 | 133 | cut pit 1 0.64 | 0.64 0.4 sub-circular | steep sharp surface to concave
rounded base
134 | 133 | fill pit 1 0.64 | 0.64 0.4 | mid greyish silty soft
brown sand
135 | 135 | cut pit 0.53 | 0.37 | 0.13 sub-circular | gradual gentle concave
136 | 135 | fill pit 0.53 | 0.37 | 0.13 | mid brownish- | silty soft
grey sand
137 | 137 | cut ditch 3 1| 074 | 0.25 linear moderate gentle at surface, | concave
rounded onto
base
138 | 137 | fill ditch 3 1| 0.74 | 0.25 | mid brownish- silty firm
grey sand
139 | 139 | cut pit pit 1.18 | 0.67 | 0.24 sub- gradual gentle concave
alignment rectangular
140 | 139 | fill pit pit 1.18 | 0.67 | 0.24 | mid brownish- silty firm
alignment grey sand
141 | 141 | cut pit pit 0.84 | 0.75 | 0.18 sub-circular | gradual gentle concave
alignment
142 | 141 | fill pit pit 0.84 | 0.75 | 0.18 | mid brownish- | silty firm
alignment grey sand
143 | 143 | cut pit 3 2.4 | 0.78 | 0.35 linear gradual gradual surface stepped
toirregular base | irregular
144 | 143 | fill pit 3 2.4 | 0.78 | 0.35 | light greyish- silty firm, dry
brown sand
145 | 145 | cut pit 0.45 | 0.45 | 0.15 sub-circular | gradual sharp surface to concave
rounded base
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146 | 145 | fill pit 0.45 | 0.45 | 0.15 | dark brown silty soft
sand
147 | 147 | cut pit 2 192 | 1.23 | 046 sub- moderate gradual - animal concave -
rectangular burrowing in W stepped at
side? W side#
148 | 147 | fill pit 2 1.92 | 1.23 | 0.46 | mid brownish- | silty firm
grey sand
149 | 149 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch1 1| 083 ]| 0.26 linear moderate gradual concave
150 | 149 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch1 1| 0.83 | 0.26 | light brownish- | silty firm
grey sand
151 | 151 | cut pit 1.24 | 1.17 | 0.45 sub-circular | moderate abrupt at concave -
surface, rounded | broad
onto base
152 | 151 | fill pit 1.24 | 1.17 | 0.45 | light whiteish- | silty soft
grey with mid- | sand
brown banding
153 | 153 | cut post hole 3 2.8 2.8 0.8 rectangular steep sharp surface to concave
uneven base
(stepped)
154 | 153 | fill post hole 3 2.8 2.8 0.8 | mid greyish clay firm
brown
155 | 155 | cut pit pit 0.54 | 0.54 0.4 sub-circular | steep sharp surface to concave
alignment rounded base
156 | 155 | fill pit pit 0.54 | 0.54 0.4 | mid greyish silty firm, dry
alignment brown sand
157 | 157 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch2 11084 024 linear gradual gentle concave
terminal terminal
158 | 157 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch 2 1| 0.89 | 0.24 | light brownish- | silty firm
terminal grey sand
159 | 159 | cut pit 1.57 | 0.57 0.2 sub- moderate gradual concave
rectangular
160 | 159 | fill pit 1.57 | 0.57 0.2 | mid brownish- | silty firm
grey sand
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161 | 161 | cut pit 0.87 | 0.87 | 0.11 sub-circular | gradual shallow surface flat
to flat base
162 | 161 | fill pit 0.87 | 0.87 | 0.11 | mid yellowish- | silty loose, soft
brown sand
163 | 163 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch1 1] 0.96 | 0.17 linear gradual gentle concave
164 | 163 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch 1 1] 0.96 | 0.17 | light yellowish- | silty firm
brown sand
165 | 165 | cut pit 1 0.85 | 0.85 | 0.19 sub-circular | gradual shallow surface irregular
to irregular base
166 | 165 | fill pit 1 0.85 | 0.85 | 0.19 | dark brown silty soft, loose
sand
167 | 167 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch 5 0 1] 0.25 linear moderate gentle concave
168 | 167 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch 5 0 1| 0.25 | mid grey- silty soft/loose
brown
169 | 169 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch1 0 1.1 | 0.23 linear gradual gentle concave
170 | 169 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch1 0 1.1 | 0.23 | light yellowish- | silty soft
brown sand
171 | 171 | cut pit 3 1.8 1.7 | 0.16 sub- steep concave BOS at top flat
rectangular sharp, BOS at
base sharp
172 | 171 | fill pit 3 1.8 1.7 | 0.16 | mid grey- silty indurated
brown sand
173 | 173 | cut tree bowl 1.78 | 1.78 | 0.26 sub-circular | gradual sharp surface to shallow
shallow concave | concave
base
174 | 173 | fill tree bowl 1.78 | 1.78 | 0.26 | light greyish- silty dry, firm
brown sand
175 | 175 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch 2 1 0.6 | 0.12 linear gradual gentle concave
176 | 175 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch 2 0.6 | 0.12 | mid brownish- | silty soft
grey sand
177 | 178 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch5 0.7 0.7 | 0.25 linear gradual gentle concave
178 | 178 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch5 0.7 | 0.25 | mid grey- silty loose
brown sand
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179 | 179 | cut pit 2 0.9 | 0.76 | 0.15 sub-circular | gradual gradual concave
180 | 179 | fill pit 2 0 0.15 | light grey sand soft
181 | 179 | fill pit 2 0 0.09 | verydarygrey | sand soft
182 | 182 | cut pit 3 1.07 | 1.02 0.2 sub-circular | gradual gentle concave
183 | 182 | fill pit 3 0 0.2 | mid brownish silty firm

grey sand
184 | 184 | cut pit 0.3 0.6 | 0.14 circular gentle gradual concave
185 | 184 | fill pit 0 0.14 | light greyish sitly loose

brown mottled | sand

with darker

patches
186 | 186 | cut post hole 0.23 | 0.23 | 0.14 circular steep moderate concave
187 | 186 | fill post hole 0 0.14 | light greyish silty firm

brown sand
188 | 188 | cut pit 0.45 | 0.45 | 0.17 sub-circular | steep moderate concave
189 | 188 | fill pit 0 0.17 | light greyish silty firm

brown sand
190 0 | layer | colluvium 4 0 0.13 | mid greyish sandy compact

brown silt
191 | 191 | cut pit 3 1.3 1.5 ] 0.18 irregular irregular/gentle | imperceptible irregular
192 | 191 | fill pit 3 0 0.18 | mid greyish silty indurate

brown sand
193 | 193 | cut pit 3 0.38 | 0.62 | 0.24 sub-circular | steep gradual concave
194 | 193 | fill pit 3 0 0.24 | dark brownish | silty clay | firm

grey
195 VOID
196 | 193 | fill pit 3 0 0.34 | mid brown silty

grey sand
197 | 197 | cut pit 3 1.65 | 1.48 | 0.29 sub-circular | gradual gentle concave
198 | 197 | fill pit 3 0 0.29 | dark brownish | sandy firm

grey silt
199 | 199 | cut pit 3 1.3 | 0.87 | 0.32 sub-circular | steep gradual flat
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200 | 199 | fill pit 3 0 0.32 | light greyish silty friable
brown sand
201 | 201 | cut pit 0.75 | 0.25 | 0.18 sub-circular | steep gradual flat
202 | 201 | fill pit 0 0.18 | mid greyish sandy friable
brown silt
203 | 203 | cut pit 0 1.1 | 0.55 | 0.17 irregular moderate moderate concave
204 | 203 | fill pit 0 0 0.17 | dark greyish silty indurate
brown sand
205 | 205 | cut pit 0| 0.28 | 0.17 circular steep sharp flat
206 | 205 | fill pit 0 0.17 | dark greyish silty indurate
brown sand
207 | 207 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch 2 0 | 0.58 0.1 linear gradual gentle concave
208 | 207 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch 2 0 0.1 | mid reddish silty soft
brown sand
209 | 209 | cut post hole 0.19 | 0.21 | 0.23 circular vertical sharp flat
210 | 209 | fill post hole 0 0.23 | light brownish | silty friable
grey sand
211 | 211 | cut pit 1 1.18 | 0.72 0.2 sub-circular | steep moderate concave
212 | 211 | fill pit 1 0 0.2 | mid greyish silty soft
borwn sand
213 0 | layer | colluvium 4 0 0.35 | light brownish | sandy firm
grey, mottled silt
214 | 214 | cut pit 0| 074 | 0.11 sub-circular | shallow gradual concave
215 | 214 | fill pit 0 0.11 | mid brownish sand loose
grey
216 | 216 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch5 0 0.9 | 0.18 linear moderate imperceptible concave
217 | 216 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch5 0 0.18 | light greyish silty loose
brown sand
218 | 218 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch 5 0 1.1 | 0.22 linear shallow gentle concave
219 | 218 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch 5 0 0.22 | mid greyish silty soft
brown sand
220 | 220 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch1 0 0.7 | 0.24 linear vertical sharp flat
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221 | 220 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch1 0 0.24 | mid greyish silty loose
brown sand
222 | 222 | cut pit 1.6 1] 0.25 sub- steep sharp concave
rectangular
223 | 222 | fill pit 0 0.25 | light greyish silty loose
brown sand
224 | 224 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch 5 0 0.5 0.2 linear steep sharp flat
225 | 224 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch 5 0 0.2 | light greyish silty soft
brown sand
226 | 226 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch 2 0| 071] 021 linear steep moderate concave
227 | 226 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch 2 0 0.21 | light yellowish silty soft
brown sand
228 | 228 | cut pit/tree- 1.44 | 1.09 0.4 sub-circular | moderate moderate uneven
throw
229 | 228 | fill pit/tree- 0 0.4 | dark brownish | silty soft
throw grey sand
230 | 230 | cut post hole 0.23 | 0.22 | 0.12 sub-circular | moderate moderate concave
231 | 230 | fill post hole 0 0.12 | mid reddish silty soft
brown sand
232 | 262 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch2 0| 041 | 0.16 linear steep moderate concave
233 | 232 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch2 0 0.16 | light yellowish | silty soft
brown sand
234 | 264 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch 5 0| 079 | 0.17 linear shallow gentle concave
235 | 234 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch 5 0 0.17 | mid greyish silty soft
brown sand
236 0 | layer | colluvium 4 0 0.08 | mid greyish silt soft
brown
237 | 237 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch4 0| 0.35 0.1 linear steep moderate concave
238 | 237 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch4 0 0.1 | light yellowish | silty soft
brown sand
239 | 239 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch3 0| 062 | 011 linear gradual gentle concave
240 | 239 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch3 0 0.11 | mid greyish silty soft
brown sand
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241 | 241 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch 3 0| 0.66 | 0.14 linear gradual gentle concave
242 | 241 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch3 0 0.14 | mid greyish silty soft
brown sand
243 | 243 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch4 0 | 0.65 0.1 linear gradual gentle concave
244 | 243 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch4 0 0.1 | mid brown silty soft
sand
245 | 245 | cut pit 0.78 0.6 | 0.15 sub-circular | gradual gentle concave
246 | 245 | fill pit 0 0.15 | mid brownish silty firm
grey sand
247 | 247 | cut ditch 5 0 0.8 0.4 linear steep sharp concave
248 | 247 | fill ditch 5 0 0.4 | mid yellowish clay indurate
brown
249 | 249 | cut pit 0.94 | 0.83 | 0.16 sub-circular | gradual gentle concave
250 | 249 | fill pit 0 0.16 | mid brownish silty soft
grey sand
251 | 251 | cut post hole 0.3 0.3 | 0.14 sub-circular | steep sharp flat
252 | 251 | fill post hole 0 0.14 | dark greyish silty soft
brown sand
253 | 243 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch3 0 0.7 | 0.11 linear gradual gentle flat
254 | 253 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch 3 0 0.11 | mid brownish silty soft
grey sand
255 0 | VOID 0
256 0 | VOID 0
257 | 257 | cut post hole Fenceline 0| 0.15 | 0.08 circular steep moderate concave
2
258 | 257 | fill post hole Fenceline 0 0.08 | mid greyish clay indurate
2 brown
259 | 259 | cut post hole Fenceline 0| 0.15 | 0.05 circular steep imperceptible concave
2
260 | 259 | fill post hole Fenceline 0 0.05 | mid brownish clay indurate
2 grey
261 | 261 | cut post hole Fenceline 0.4 | 0.14 | 0.15 sub-circular | steep moderate concave
2
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262 | 261 | fill post hole Fenceline 0 0.15 | mid brownish clay indurate
2 grey
263 | 263 | cut post hole Fenceline 0| 0.23 | 0.08 circular steep sharp concave
3
264 | 263 | fill post hole Fenceline 0 0.08 | mid brownish clay indurate
3 grey
265 | 265 | cut post hole Fenceline 0 0.3 | 0.15 circular steep moderate concave
3
266 | 265 | fill post hole Fenceline 0 0.15 | mid brownish clay indurate
3 grey
267 | 267 | cut post hole Fenceline 0.4 | 0.38 | 0.17 sub-circular | steep sharp concave
3
268 | 267 | fill post hole Fenceline 0 0.17 | mid brownish clay indurate
3 gret
269 | 269 | cut post hole 0| 0.35 | 0.09 circular steep moderate concave
270 | 269 | fill post hole 0 0.09 | mid brownish clay indurate
grey
271 | 271 | cut post hole 0.43 | 0.42 | 0.16 sub-circular | moderate gradual concave
272 | 271 | fill post hole 0 0.16 | mid brownish silty firm
grey sand
273 | 273 | cut pit 0 0.9 | 0.41 circular steep gentle concave
274 | 273 | fill pit 0 0.41 | mid greyish silty soft
brown sand
275 | 275 | cut post hole 2 | Structure | 0.35 | 0.35 | 0.17 circular steep moderate concave
3
276 | 275 | fill post hole 2 | Structure 0 0.17 | light greyish silty firm
3 brown sand
277 | 277 | cut post hole 2 | Structure | 0.35 | 0.35 | 0.14 circular steep moderate concave
3
278 | 277 | fill post hole 2 | Structure 0 0.15 | mid greyish silty firm
3 brown sand
279 | 279 | cut natural 0 0.5 | 0.21 sub-circular | moderate gentle flat
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280 | 279 | fill natural 0 0.21 | mid grey with silty soft

lenses of sand

darker grey
281 | 281 | cut natural 0| 076 | 0.24 sub-circular | gradual gentle flat
282 | 281 | fill natural 0 0.24 | dar brownish silty soft

grey sand
283 | 283 | cut natural 0| 0.42 0.1 sub-circular | moderate gentle concave
284 | 283 | fill natural 0 0.1 | dark brownish | silty soft

grey sand
285 | 285 | cut post hole 0| 0.25 | 0.16 circular steep moderate concave
286 | 285 | fill post hole 0 0.16 | mid greyish silty soft

brown sand
287 | 287 | cut post hole 3 0.92 | 0.87 0.5 sub-circular | stepped moderate concave

(moderate)

288 | 287 | fill post hole 3 0 0.4 | mid yellowish silty soft

brown sand
289 | 287 | fill post hole 3 0.54 | 0.42 0.5 | mid brownish silty firm

grey sand
290 | 290 | cut natural 0.4 0.4 | 0.18 sub-circular | steep moderate concave
291 | 290 | fill natural 0 0.18 | light greyish silty firm

brown sand
292 | 292 | cut pit 3 1.04 | 0.73 | 0.26 sub-circular | gradual gentle flat
293 | 292 | fill pit 3 0 0.26 | mid brownish silty firm

grey sand
294 | 294 | cut natural 0| 045 | 0.25 circular steep moderate concave
295 | 294 | fill natural 0 0.25 | mid brownish silty loose

grey sand
296 | 296 | cut natural 0 0.5 ] 0.23 circular steep moderate concave
297 | 296 | fill natural 0 0.23 | mid brownish silty loose

grey sand
298 | 298 | cut natural 0| 0.45 0.2 circular steep moderate concave
299 | 298 | fill natural 0 0.2 | mid brownish silty loose

grey sand
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300 | 300 | cut natural 0.8 0.6 | 0.15 sub-circular | steep moderate concave
301 | 300 | fill natural 0 0.15 | mid greyish silty loose
brown sand
302 | 302 | cut natural 0 0.6 | 0.25 circular steep moderate concave
303 | 302 | fill natural 0 0.25 | mid brownish silty loose
grey sand
304 | 304 | cut post 2 | Fenceline 0 0.3 | 0.05 circular gradual gentle concave
hole/pit 1
305 | 304 | fill post 2 | Fenceline 0 0.05 | dark brownish | silty soft
hole/pit 1 grey sand
306 | 306 | cut natural 0.66 | 0.56 | 0.18 sub-circular | gradual gentle concave
307 | 306 | fill natural 0 0.18 | mid brownish silty firm
grey sand
308 | 308 | cut pit 2 0.8 0.9 | 0.28 sub-circular | steep moderate concave
309 | 308 | fill pit 2 0 0.28 | light greyish silty soft
brown sand
310 | 310 | cut post hole 2 | Fenceline 0| 029 | 0.14 sub-circular | steep moderate concave
1
311 | 310 | fill post hole 2 | Fenceline 0 0.14 | mid greyish silty soft
1 brown sand
312 | 312 | cut natural 0 0.2 | 0.15 circular steep sharp concave
313 | 312 | fill natural 0 0.15 | dark grey silty loose
brown sand
314 | 314 | cut natural 0| 0.35 0.2 circular steep moderate concave
315 | 314 | fill natural 0 0.2 | dark greyish silty loose
brown sand
316 | 316 | cut post hole 2 | Fenceline 0 0.3 | 0.17 circular moderate gentle concave
1
317 | 316 | fill post hole 2 | Fenceline 0 0.17 | mid greyish silty soft
1 brown sand
318 | 318 | cut ditch 3 0 0.6 | 0.21 linear gradual gentle concave
319 | 318 | fill ditch 3 0 0.21 | mid brownish silty firm
grey sand
©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd 36 3 October 2019




>

oxford

Bronze Age to Post-Medieval Remains to the North-East of Beech Road, Saxmundham, Suffolk

Version 3 (Final)

£ 5
> [ B —

(8] (8] (8] w - a (G} - o o (9] L o (&] v a (7)) m wn -]
320 | 320 | cut post hole 0.26 | 0.29 | 0.07 circular steep moderate flat
321 | 320 | fill post hole 0 0.07 | mid greyish silty firm

brown sand
322 | 322 | cut post hole 0.23 | 0.27 0.1 circular steep moderate flat
323 | 322 | fill post hole 0 0.1 | mid greyish silty firm

brown sand
324 | 324 | cut pit 3 0.67 | 0.58 | 0.24 sub-circular | gradual gentle concave
325 | 324 | fill pit 3 0 0.24 | mid brownish silty firm

grey sand
326 | 326 | cut pit 0.76 | 0.47 | 0.12 sub-circular | gradual gentle concave
327 | 326 | fill pit 0 0.12 | mid brownish silty firm

grey sand
328 | 328 | cut post hole 0.29 | 0.25 | 0.08 sub-circular | gradual gentle concave
329 | 328 | fill post hole 0 0.08 | mid brownish silty firm

grey sand
330 | 330 | cut post hole 2 | Structure | 0.29 | 0.29 | 0.13 circular steep moderate concave

2
331 | 330 | fill post hole 2 | Structure 0 0.13 | mid greyish silty firm
2 brown sand

332 | 332 | cut ditch 5 0| 146 0.6 linear moderate gradual v-shape
333 | 332 | fill ditch 5 0 0.6 | mid brownish silty firm

grey sand
334 | 334 | cut ditch 3 | Ditch1 0| 0.55 | 0.15 linear moderate gradual concave
335 | 334 | fill ditch 3 | Ditch1 0 0.15 | mid reddish silty soft

brown sand
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APPENDIX B FINDS REPORTS

B.1

Metalwork

By Denis Sami

Introduction and methodology

B.1.1 Atotal of 62 metal artefacts was recovered from metal-detecting (Plates 13 to 21). All
the artefacts were recovered from unstratified deposits of topsoil (100), subsoil (101)
and colluvium (102) (Tables 1 and 2). While most of the assemblage dates to the
medieval and post-medieval periods, Roman and Anglo-Saxon objects were also
present.

Metal Quantity
CuA 39
Fe 2
Pb 4
Total 45
Table 1: quantification of finds by metal
Metal Quantity
CuA 8
Ag 9
Total 17
Table 2: quantification of coin, token and jetton by metal

B.1.2 Finds were assessed according to the OA East finds standard. Given the chronological
consistency and largely unstratified character of the assemblage, the catalogue is
organised by functional groups following Crummy (1983) categories and listed by small
find number (SF). Measurement such as length (L), width (W) and thickness (Th) are
reported and weight (Wg) is indicated when relevant. Contexts, features, identification
and description of finds are also included in the catalogue together with a spot-date
chronology.

B.1.3 Artefacts were compared with similar objects published in the catalogues of medieval
finds by Egan and Pritchard (1991) and Egan (1998). The catalogue of pilgrim flasks in
Spencer (1990) was also used. The Roman Imperial Coinage volumes 1 and 2 were
used as references for the Roman coins SF 113 and 158, while Spink (2003) was used
as references for late medieval and post-medieval coins. The Portable Antiquities
Scheme (PAS) data base was also accessed for finding parallels.

B.1.4 Despite mostly incomplete and with patina or oxidation, the metalwork is in a fairly
good and stable condition. Finds will be stored following the OAE standard. No further
conservation work is needed on the assemblage.

Results

Dress accessories (Table 3)

B.1.5

An incomplete Colchester derivative brooch (SF 126) and two fragments of bracelets
(SF 107 and 148) are the only Roman dress accessories recovered from site. Two
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artefacts can be dated to the Early and Late Anglo-Saxon periods. The deteriorated
head of a small long brooch SF 150 (Plate 19) is a late 5th to 6th century accessory.
Strap-end SF 121 (Plate 16) is decorated with a zoomorphic incised representation
belonging to class A of Thomas’ classification (Thomas 2000) of the 10th-11th
centuries.

B.1.6 The majority of the recovered metal artefacts are medieval to post-medieval dress
accessories such as buckles and strap-ends. Four small buckles (SF 109, 122, 131 and
149) were used to fasten shoes or spurs (Egan and Pritchard 1991: 86) while the
remaining buckles were most probably for dressing or harnesses. Originally gilded,
cast clasp SF 165 is highly decorated with a representation on relief of a guitar player
and a dancer. Such types of clasps were expensive items and indicate a high status
owner. The recovered belt strap-ends, mounts and pendants are well known and
common types dating to the period spanning circa 1200 to 1400 (Egan and Prichard
1991).
B.1.7 Two lace chapes (SF 15 and 129), both of medieval or post-medieval date are likely to
have been female dress accessories.
o |E
S 3 = | =
_ S E |E |3 |E|& o
= I B i = = 4 A @
3 |5 | & 5 ® |8 | %2 || ® =
s I b 2 c S L g | © 9]
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100 102 CuA | buckle A fragment of a possible rectangular 411 | 201 | 13 3.68 PMED
frame decorated with oblique lines on
one face
102 102 CuA buckle a cast bilobed edged frame. Each oval is 264 | 234 | 2.8 6.25 MED
decorated with two knops at the angles
of the lobes, in between is a raised three
lobed knot. Multiple moulded oblique
lines. The bar is narrowed with a
possible cast pin with D-shape cross-
section is still attached to the bar
104 102 CuA brooch a Colchester derivative brooch with 40.8 | 145 | 41 3.82 RM
missing pin, wings and catch plate. The
bow is tapering and D shaped in section
with flat back
107 102 CuA bracelet | two segments of the same plain circular | 80.1 3. 7.09 RM
in cross-section bracelet 3
109 | 102 | CuA | buckle a fragment of a double oval buckle. Only | 12.8 | 15.1 | 2.4 1.26 MED
one oval preserved, the central bar is
indented to house a pin
111 102 CuA mount a solid two riveted cast bar mount with 5.3 17.1 1.7 1.04 MED
slightly concave internal face
114 | 100 | CuA | buckle- | bent castrectangular ridged grip with 36.8 | 9.7 23 3.37 MED
pin complete loop. A pin with D-shaped
cross-section is still attached to the
buckle
121 | 101 | CuA | strap- a small fragment of a strap-end plate 114 | 116 | 03 0.36 LAS
end decorated with possibly Trewhiddle-
style zoomorphic representation.
122 101 CuA buckle small frame with central bar. One sideof | 18.2 | 13.2 | 1.2 1.26 PMED
the buckle is trapezoidal while the
opposite is oval. Incrustation of iron in
the central bar suggest the little pin was
made of iron
124 | 102 | CuA | buckle double-oval frame with D-shaped cross- | 22.2 | 40.8 | 2.1 6.63 PMED
section. Each oval is decorated with two
knot at the angles and a larger central
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knot in between. The narrowed bar is
decorated with two knots at the ends. A
bent tapering pin is still attached to the
central bar
126 102 CuA brooch a fragment of a bow from a Colchester 174 | 8.8 6.5 1.44 RM
derivative brooch
129 102 CuA lace a metal sheet bent into a tube with a 28.2 4 2.1 0.31 MED
chape straight overlapping seam along the side
131 102 CuA buckle D-shaped frame with narrowed and 156 | 17.1 | 19 1.86 PMED

indented bar. A flat tapering pin is still
attached to the bar

132 | 102 | CuA | buckle a fragment of a possibly rectangular 283 | 15.1 | 3.2 3.75 PMED
frame with sub-circular cross-section
and pin recess

133 102 CuA belt- a trilobate pendant. The upper lobe is 14.1 14.1 | 3.1 3.44 MED
pendant | indented to house a missing suspension
loop
134 | 102 | CuA | strap- a sheet metal folded lengthways strap- 109 | 422 | 23 4.29 MED
end end with one rivet. It is decorated with a

flat knot with a trilobed projection. On
one face is a row of incised ¢ motifs

136 102 Fe buckle a double-oval frame with oval cross- 45.6 46.6 3.1 MED
section
141 | 102 | CuA | buckle a broken rectangular frame with 143 | 234 | 21 2.89 PMED

attached rectangular plate. On the
reverse, the plate has an indent
containing the remains of two rivets

143 | 102 | CuA | strap- terminal part of a spaced strap-end 13.4 | 245 | 2.4 2.16 MED
end decorated with a cast three foil motifs
148 | 102 | CuA | bracelet | apossible fragment of an armlet made 282 | 5.6 1.4 1.23 RM

from a strip of metal folded to form a u-
shaped hook at one end. A sub-circular
line of circular pits decorates the upper

face

149 | 101 | CuA | buckle a slightly curved double oval small 122 | 201 | 1.8 2.57 MED
buckle with narrowed central bar

150 | 101 | CuA | brooch small long brooch. the incomplete 13.2 | 169 | 1.9 1.23 EAS

rectangular head had originally a circular
hole on each angle. The top part of the
head is missing and the side is poorly
preserved. The head is collared where
the now missing bow developed

152 | 101 | CuA | strap- tong shaped spacer with collared knot 16.1 | 441 | 1.9 2.81 MED
end terminal
155 101 CuA lace a metal sheet bent into a tube with a 30.1 1.1 0.18 MED
chape straight overlapping seam along the side
156 | 101 | CuA | buckle fragmented part of a buckle plate made | 25.1 | 7.9 4.2 0.88 MED/P
of two sub-rectangular riveted leaf of MED
metal
160 | 102 | CuA | pin long straight pin made of a sheet of 36.1 | 3.1 1.1 0.95 MED
metal folded at one end to form a loop
161 | 102 | CuA | buckle a sub-rectangular buckle plate made of 10.1 | 209 | 3.2 1.87 MED/P
a folded sheet of metal fastened by one MED
rivet
163 | 101 | CuA | buckle cast double looped trapezoidal buckle 33.8 | 23.2 | 1.9 5.41 PMED

decorated with trefoil shaped ends and
a knot on either end of the narrowed
strap bar

165 102 CuA | clasp sub-trapezoidal cast hook element from | 32,2 | 43.1 | 2.3 17.62 PMED
a hook and eye clasp. The plate is
decorated with a high relief
representation of a guitar player and a
dancer having a shell as a background. A
blunt u-shaped hook projects from the
short base of the plate. Two folded tabs
to form a hinge are at the opposite
angles of the longer base. The plate was
originally gilded
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Table 3: Catalogue of dress accessories

Cosmetics (Table 4)

B.1.8 Of Roman date are the small cosmetic pestle (SF 106) and the fragment of a mirror (SF
148). Two similar pestles are reported from nearby Wenhaston, Suffolk coast (PAS: SF-
E6BESA and SF4012), while the fragment of mirror is too small to be compared with

other artefacts.

Artefact

N |Width (mm)
Thickness (mm)
Diam. (mm)
Weight (gr)

Z Spot date

w
(o]
v
=
v
©
~

Description
o |Length (mm)

© [Context
O Material

A | cosmetic | cast pestle formed by a centred loop
pestle stepping into a short trapezoidal neck.
The curved horizontal grinder has an oval
cross-section

148 100 CuA | mirror shapeless fragment of a mirror plate, two | 11.1 | 16.3 | 0.3 1.06 | RM
circular lines decorate one side of the
plate. Both faces are heavily polished

Table 4: Catalogue of cosmetic artefacts

Household (Table 5)

B.1.9 The household artefacts represent a minor group of medieval to post-medieval
objects. Jug SF 123 and vessel foot SF 142 are small remains indicating a high degree
of post-depositional fragmentation. The jug rim (SF 123) was possibly similar to a metal
jug from Clothall, North Hertfordshire (PAS: BH-128184), while vessel foot SF 142
found comparison with a similar artefact published by Egan (1998, pp. 164-66 n 462).

IArtefact
Description
Length (mm)
\Width (mm)
[Thickness (mm)
Weight (gr)

SF

oo [Diam. (mm)

-
=
©

mble | circularin plan with tapering side to form a
dome at the top. The base is deteriorated but
it was originally decorated with two parallel
horizontal rings above which is a continuing
spiralling ring of dots. The top of the dome in
not decorated

123 102 CuA | jug a cast rim of a jug with D shaped rim section. A | 23.8 | 18. 5.2 7.5 MED
horizontal ridge decoration runs parallel to the 2
rim edge
142 102 CuA vessel a fragment of a cast foot from a vessel. The 35.3 | 20. 7.8 223 MED
feet has a sub-triangular cross-section and it is 3 9
angled near the broken off basal end

Table 5: Catalogue of household items

O |[Context
O [Material

>
—
=

115

w e
N
~
(V2]

Y 2 < lSpot date
m o
~

Miscellaneous tools, weapons and devotional objects (Table 6)

B.1.10 Chisel SF 146 is the oldest metal artefact recovered from site. It is poorly preserved,
worn and damaged but it is easily identifiable and parallels can be found with similar
Late Bronze Age objects (PAS: WAW-199132). Bronze Age chisels of this type are known
in Bury St. Edmund (PAS: SF-11EB51), Badingham (PAS: SF5275) and Barton Mills (PAS:

SF3579).

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd 41 3 October 2019



O
oxford

Bronze Age to Post-Medieval Remains to the North-East of Beech Road, Saxmundham, Suffolk Version 3 (Final)

B.1.11 Pilgrim flasks were devotional objects connected to pilgrimage and shrines, but it is
also speculated that lead flasks containing holy water were used in blessing fields
(Anderson, 2010). The two lead flasks recovered from the site may therefore be related
to the latter, or the presence of a shrine in Saxmundham or the movement of pilgrims.
SF 118 (Plate 15) is very similar to a flask finds comparison in Lenham, Kent (PAS: KENT-

959A38).

B.1.12 The only weapon consists of a fragment of a 13th-14th century guard from a small
dagger (SF 144, Plate 16).

= £
_ § E|E (2|5 |8 |g
& o B a = = g | £ = =
) 3 £ 5 B | B g€ o 2
£ £ 2 % s |2 |22 | ¢ |8
% | 8 S < o 3 = = = 2 &
110 102 Pb weight | circular weight with oval cross-section and 229 5.5 18.62 | MED
central circular hole (diam. 7.8 mm)
118 102 Pb pilgrim | hollow circular body with slightly everted long 446 | 31.9 50.14 | MED
flask neck. Two handles project from opposite sides.
The side of the ampulla is decorated with a
sequence of radial lines forming a feathered
effect. At the centre of one face is a shield with
argent two chevrons vertical while the neck is
decorated with a sequence of large radial lines
and blank spaces. On the opposite face the body
is decorated with radial lines of different size
arranged on eight registers
128 102 Pb pilgrim | hollow circular body with two handles and 34.2 | 30 29.76 | MED
flask missing neck. There is a worn unidentified shield
decoration on each side
144 100 CuA guard a fragment of a dagger guard consisting of a cast 8.4 46.1 5.8 11.98 | MED
trapezoidal bar of metal with rectangular cross-
section. The guard is straight measuring 5.2mm
at the centre and widening at the end measuring
8.4 mm. A 3 mm wide slot accommodated a
blade
146 | 100 CuA chisel | narrow sub-triangular shaped gently tapering 35.3 | 19 3 5.6 7.99 | LBA
blunt blade
153 101 Pb seal a poorly preserved shapeless seal made of a 0 6.52 MOD
folded metal sheet originally circular. On one side
was a possible monogram of initials

Table 6: Catalogue of miscellaneous items

Economy and trade (Tables 7 and 8)

B.1.13 Providing evidence for economic transactions are the 11 coins, two jettons and four
trade tokens (Table 7).

B.1.14 Of particular interest is a Roman silver denarius of Augustus (SF 113) dating to 25-
23BC. This coin was minted to commemorate the foundation by the Roman Army of

the city of Emerita (present Merida). While not common, coins of Augustus are known
in Suffolk. A small hoard of 12 denarii, was uncovered in Cookley (PAS: SF-1FC3B8).

B.1.15 Further coins point to the period spanning between the first half of the 14th century
to the late 15th century as the phase of highest economic exchange recovered from

the site.

B.1.16 The four trade tokens show that their use in trade increased in the second-half of the
17th century.
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Denomination Ag CuA Total
antoninianus 1 1
denarius 1 1 2
halfgroat 1 1
halfpenny 2 2
jetton 2 2
penny 4 4
threepence 1 1
token 4 4
Total 9 8 17

Table 7: Catalogue of coins by denomination

c
kel
5 o v . "
g | £ £ & g p g
3 o [a] 3 _g . . = € 5
S o £ © E 3 3 o s | 2
&% 8 o S S < o o = a E
101 102 penny 1306 1329 Robert illegible long cross, four 0.29 | 15. 0.1
the Bruce | Crowned bust pierced mullets of 2
holding 5 points.
sceptre. illegible
ROBERTVS DEI SCOTORVM REX
GRA
105 102 halfgroat 1363 1369 Edward Ill | crowned bust long cross pattée 2.26 | 21. 0.3
facing within a dividing the 1
treasure of legends, in each
arches. angle three
EDWARDUS pellets.
REX ANGL POSUI DEUM
DNSHYB ADIUTOREM
MEUM - CIVITAS
LONDON
113 | 102 | denarius 25 23 Augustus | Bareheadright. | City walls of 344 | 19. | 1.2
[IMP] CAESAR Emerita with 3
[AVGVST] name of city in
centre EMERITA
119 | 100 | threepenc | 1561 1564 Elizabeth | | illegible square shield on 0.43 | 18. | 0.1
e crowned bust long cross 8
left. fourchee.
ELIZABE[THD G ILLEGIBLE POSUI
ANG FRAETHIB | DEUM
REGINA] AUDITOREM
MEUM
120 | 102 | penny 1279 1307 Edward | crowned bust Long cross pattée | 1.32 | 17. | 0.2
facing, two with three pellets 9
wedges drapery | in each angle.
Cross pattée. CIVITAS LONDON
EDWA R ANGL
DNS hYB
125 102 token 1650 1700 *NICHOLAS.SHE | *IN.SAXMVNDHA | 1.1 15. 0.2
PHERD, The M.DRAPER, 3
Drapers' Arms S.N.M.
127 | 102 | penny 1272 1307 Edward | thick initial Long cross pattée | 1.24 | 17. | 0.2
cross, EDW[A R with three pellets 9
ANGL] DNS hYB | in each angle
CIVITAS CANTOR
130 102 token 1650 1700 *NICHOLAS.SHE | *IN.SAXMVNDHA | 0.88 | 14. 0.2
PHERD, The M.DRAPER, 9
Drapers' Arms S.N.M.
135 102 | jetton 1500 1550 unident illegible illegible 106 22. 0.1
3
137 | 102 | halfpenny | 1485 1509 Henry VIl | crowned bust long cross, three | 0.36 | 12. | 0.1
facing, arched pellets in each 3
crown angle
145 | 100 | token 1650 1700 unidentified unidentified 0.78 | 15 0.2
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147 100 | jetton 1500 15050 illegible illegible 0.73 | 19. 0.1
2
154 101 halfpenny | 1413 1422 Henry V crowned bust [CIVIITAS 0.49 | 12. 0.2
facing, annulet [LONDON] 1
to right and
trefoil left of
crown
157 102 penny 1279 1369 Edward I- lllegible. Long cross pattée | 0.19 | O 0.1
m DW with three pellets
in each angle
illegible
SCOTORVM REX
158 | 102 | sestertius | 96 97 Nerva laureate head Liberty standing 7.34 | 28. | 1.9
right. left, holding 1
IMP NERVA pileus and
CAESAVG P M sceptre
TRPCOSIHIPP LIBERTAS
PVBLICA S-C
159 | 102 | antoninia | 200 400 unident illegible illegible 448 | 22. |13
nus 2
162 101 token 1650 1700 *NICHOLAS.SHE | *IN.SAXMVNDHA | 0.77 | 14. 0.2
PHERD, The M.DRAPER, 4
Drapers' Arms S.N.M.

Table 8: catalogue of coins, jetton and tokens

Unidentifiable artefacts (Table 9)

B.1.17 Three artefacts were not identifiable. Of these the most interesting is SF 151 (Plate 20)
that is @ hammered sheet of copper-alloy possibly decorated with an illegible runic
inscription.

_ e
5 EE |5 |5 |
] k] g_ z é 3 : o
g |8 5 % | 5 £ ® =
c g n c ° 2 ] o
5 | S | & 3 s |3 £ = g
103 | 102 | unidentified | a possible copper-alloy pin from a buckle | 23.1 | 3.9 0 1.39 MED/PMED
consisting of a slightly curved and
tapering body with sub-square cross-
section stepping at one end to form a
slightly expanded head with sub-square
cross section
112 | 102 | unidentified | a folded strip of copper-alloy twisted at 48.8 | 8.1 1.2 241 MED/PMED
one end
151 | 101 unidentified | a tiny sheet of hammered copper-alloy 331 | 89 0.2 1.09 LAS
slightly curved and with side edges down
folded. The upper face is decorated with
a possible runic inscription sided by lines

Table 9: Catalogue of unidentifiable artefacts

Discussion

B.1.18 Given the unstratified provenance of the assemblage, the metalwork in itself is of
relatively low importance.

B.1.19 Nonetheless, the chronological consistency and character of the metalwork is relevant
for the history of the area. The assemblage perhaps suggests the presence of a
medieval road and/or market between the 14th and the 15th century. The finds also
give an idea of the complexity of everyday life in the area during the medieval period.

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd

44

3 October 2019




>

oxford

Bronze Age to Post-Medieval Remains to the North-East of Beech Road, Saxmundham, Suffolk

Version 3 (Final)

B.1.20 None of the items of metalwork are recommended for conservation or x-ray.

Catalogue of photographed items

B.1.21 The following small finds have been photographed and can be found in Plates 13 to

21.

SF 106, context 102.
SF 114, context 102.
SF 118, context 102.
SF 121, context 101.
SF 144, context 100.
SF 146, context 100.
SF 150, context 101.
SF 151, context 101.
SF 165, context 102.

Cosmetic pestle. Roman

Denarius of Augustus. Roman
Pilgrims flask. Medieval

Strap-end. Late Anglo-Saxon

Dagger guard. Medieval

Chisel. Late Bronze Age

Brooch. Early Anglo-Saxon
Unidentified object. Late Anglo-Saxon

Buckle clasp. Post-medieval
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B.2 Slag

By Carole Fletcher

B.2.1 Three pieces (9g) of slag were recovered from the colluvium layer (102). These were
undiagnostic, and of indeterminate date. As such given their presence in the colluvial
layer they are of limited significance and may be disposed of.

B.3 Flint

By Lawrence Billington

Introduction

B.3.1 The excavations produced a total of 101 worked flints, together with a small quantity
(193g, 14 pieces) of unworked burnt flint. This total is complemented by an
assemblage of 48 worked flints recovered during the evaluation, which has been
described elsewhere (Billington 2017). The flint assemblage is catalogued by context
in Table 11 which, for the sake of completeness, also quantified the flint from the
evaluation. A simple breakdown of the assemblage by broad context/feature type is

provided in Table 10.

Topsoil | Colluvium | Pit/postholes | Ditches | Totals
Chip 11 11
Irregular waste 2 1 4 7
Primary flake
Secondary flake 10 22 2 35
Tertiary flake 2 11 20
Secondary blade-like flake 1
Tertiary blade-like flake 2 2
Secondary blade 1 3
Tertiary blade 1 3
Burin spall 1 1
Core 1 1 2
Core on flake 1 1
Knife 1 1 2
End scraper 3 3
Horseshoe scraper 1 1
Sub-circular scraper 1 1
Side scraper 4 4
Serrate 1 1
Rod 1 1
Misc' retouched 1 1 2
Total worked 6 31 58 6 101
Unworked burnt flint count 2 12 14
Unworked burnt flint weight 35.6 157.8 193

Table 10: Basic quantification of the flint assemblage by feature/context type

Raw materials and condition

B.3.2 The entire assemblage is made up of a fine-grained flint, with cortical surfaces
characteristic of material collected from fluvial gravels or perhaps, in some cases,
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glacial till. Most of the flint is dark and vitreous but there are smaller numbers of
opaque, cherty flints.

B.3.3 The condition of the assemblage is varied and relates closely to the contexts from
which individual pieces were recovered. Thus, a high proportion of pieces from topsoil
and colluvial deposits bear edge damage/rounding, varying from minor to severe,
whilst some of the assemblages from cut features are very fresh.
Recortication/patination is rare but seems to have some chronological significance
with some putative Mesolithic/earlier Neolithic pieces bearing a light blue to heavy
white recortication whilst a single blade, potentially of Terminal Palaeolithic date, is
mineral stained a brownish red colour (see below).

Results

Pits and postholes
B.3.4 Over half of the worked flint assemblage, 58 pieces (57% of the total) was derived from
discrete features, mostly pits. In general, the flint was thinly distributed, deriving from
the fills of twelve individual features, most of which produced between one and four
worked flints. Two features, however contained somewhat more substantial
assemblages (pit 145, 26 pieces; pit 165, 10 pieces) both of which seem very likely to
be broadly contemporary with the features from which they derive.

B.3.5 The 26 worked flints from pit 145 were recovered by bulk sampling of the entire fill of
the feature and includes a high proportion of chips and small flake fragments, little of
which is distinctive/diagnostic. The larger removals are made up exclusively of simple
hard hammer struck flakes, often relatively broad, and with unprepared, sometimes
cortical, striking platforms. There is only one retouched piece — a small broken
fragment of an unidentifiable tool with dorsal edge retouch along one lateral edge —
but the assemblage does include the proximal portion of a large blade-like flake with
very heavy use-wear along one edge. The assemblage is not closely dateable but is
consistent with a broad later Neolithic or Early Bronze Age date.

B.3.6 The assemblage of 10 worked flints from pit 165 is more distinctive; alongside a few
hard hammer struck flakes and some irregular waste, the assemblage includes four
small side scrapers. All are made on simple, squat, partly cortical flakes, and none
exceeds 30mm in length. They are all distinguished by neatly executed but fairly
minimal dorsal retouch on one lateral edge, giving an abrupt to semi-abrupt convex
scraper edge. Although it is remarkable that all four scrapers bear modification to their
lateral edges (sides), as opposed to their distal ends, these small scrapers -
manufactured on expediently produced blanks - are typical of forms recovered from
Chalcolithic/Early Bronze Age contexts (i.e. Beaker/Collared Urn associated) in the
wider region and locally (e.g. Healy 1986).

B.3.7 Oftheremaining pits, most contained small amounts of flake—based waste, dominated
by simple hard hammer struck secondary flakes (features 199, 201, 211, 292, 265 and
324). Most of this material is consistent with a broad later Neolithic or, more likely,
Early Bronze Age date, but given the low densities of finds it is very difficult to establish
whether they are contemporary with the features from which they derive, or simply
represent residual material caught up in the fills of later features. Two pits, 147 and
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179, whilst producing small quantities of worked flint, included retouched pieces; pit
147 produced a flake knife with dorsal scalar retouch along one lateral edge, whilst pit
179 contained a heavily recorticated serrated blade of probable Mesolithic or earlier
Neolithic date; it was recovered alongside three fresher secondary flakes and is likely
either to be residual or was scavenged for use later in prehistory.

Ditches
B.3.8 Six worked flints were recovered from five individual interventions in ditches, all are

very likely to be residual. This material includes a notably high proportion of
Mesolithic/earlier Neolithic material including a blade and burin spall from ditch 216,
a blade from ditch 149 and a small neatly worked single platform bladelet/narrow flake
core from ditch 207.

Colluvial Deposits

B.3.9

B.3.10

B.3.11

Thirty-one worked flints were recovered from colluvial deposits encountered during
the excavation (102 and 105). This material is in varied condition, with fairly frequent
edge damage, reflecting its complex post-depositional history, with much of the
assemblage presumably originally deriving from up-slope lithic scatters. The
assemblage includes a high proportion of retouched tools (eight pieces; 26%) and it
seems possible that recovery methods have favoured the collection of more
distinctive/recognisable material.

One piece from the colluvium (102) provides possible evidence for very early activity,
possibly during the Final or Terminal Palaeolithic. This large blade —reconstructed from
two freshly broken fragments - bears an extremely distinctive reddy brown mineral
staining, which the fresh break shows to have penetrated a few millimetres into the
surface of the flint — beyond which the original colour of the blade, a very dark
grey/black, is exposed. The blade is relatively broad and robust with a triangular cross
section and measures 96mm long by 29mm wide. It retains a natural thermal surface
on part of its dorsal face and has been ‘lightly’ crested at the distal end, which also
shows a small scar emanating from an opposed platform. Platform preparation is
absent but it has been struck with a soft percussor. One lateral edge shows traces of
heavy utilisation. The size, technological features, distinctive staining and heavy use
wear on this piece are all attributes that can be associated with finds of Late Glacial
flintwork from the region — most of which are probably of Terminal Palaeolithic date
(c. 9700-9400 cal BC; ‘long blade assemblages’; Billington 2016; 262-265).

A small proportion of the flintwork from the colluvium is made up of blade-based
material of Mesolithic/earlier Neolithic date (four blades/blade-like flakes). The
remainder of the assemblage, and all of the retouched tools, are however, more
characteristic of later Neolithic/Early Bronze Age flintwork. There are two pieces, a
tertiary flake and a fine end-scraper which have finely faceted striking platforms and
clearly derive from Levallois-like core technologies — which are closely associated with
later Neolithic assemblages (Peterborough Ware and Grooved ware associated; see
Ballin 2011). Other distinctive pieces include various scraper forms and a bifacially
flaked ‘rod’ (Saville 1981, 10) all consistent with a broad later Neolithic/Early Bronze
Age date.
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Topsoil

B.3.12 Six worked flints were recovered from the topsoil, dominated by simple hard-hammer
struck flakes/chunks. A single retouched form, classified here a knife, was recovered —
this neatly worked oval shaped piece bears bifacial scalar retouch along both lateral
edges.

Discussion

B.3.13 The assemblage from the excavations needs to be seen in the context not only of the
smaller amount of material generated during the evaluation (Billington 2017) but also
the fairly substantial lithic assemblages recovered from the adjacent excavations at
Church/Warren Hill, which included a high proportion of Early Bronze Age material,
including material from Beaker associated pits and spreads, with a smaller proportion
of earlier (Mesolithic/Neolithic) flintwork (Newton 2013; Billington et al 2018). In this
context, the assemblage demonstrates that Early Bronze Age activity extends further
up the valley side, and includes at least one fairly substantial assemblage from a pit
comparable to those excavated in earlier phases of work (pit 165). The ubiquity of
simple hard-hammer struck flakes and retouched tools (various scraper forms, knives
etc.) typical of Early Bronze Age technologies from other contexts across the site
suggests that activity during this period was probably fairly extensive.

B.3.14 Earlier activity is represented by a relatively small number of diagnostically
Mesolithic/earlier Neolithic and Later Neolithic pieces, which may reflect little more
than occasional task based visits. Perhaps most notable here is the possible Terminal
Palaeolithic blade recovered from a colluvial deposit. Whilst not common, material of
this date is found widely across East Anglia, with a distribution focused especially in
river valley contexts (Robins and Wymer 2006; Billington 2016, 310-321). In the
context of eastern Suffolk, there are several major Terminal Palaeolithic assemblages
from the Gipping/Orwell Valley downstream from Sproughton (Wymer 1976;
Billington 2016, figs 7.4, 7.6), whilst a stray find of a large long blade core from Great
Glemham is the closest findspot of this date from the site (c. 4km to the west; PAS
database: SF-3EC884; Billington 2016, Appendix I, P183).
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40 41 |3 Pit - - - - - - - - - - - - - ] - - - 1 |24
40 41 | - Pit - - |a fa |- - - - - - - - - ] - |- s |- -
45 44 | - Ditch - -2 p- - - - - - - - - ] - |- 2 |2 J179
53 52 | - Pit - -l - - - - - - - - - ] - -l |- -
58 57 |8 Pit - - ot - - - - - - - - ] - |- 1 |1 ]2009
58 57 | - Pit -l - a4 |2 |- 1 |- |1 |- - - - - |- - |- 19 |- |-
62 61 | - Ditch - - - - - - - T - I R
63 - - Colluvium - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - -
68 69 Ditch - - s P - - - - |- - - - ] - |- |5 |1 |265
71 70 |- Pit - -l - - - - - |- - - - - |- - - 1y |- |-
72 70 |7 Pit 3 -l - - - - - |- - - - - |- - |- |4 |1 |o9
73 74 | 4 Gully 1 -1 1- 1- 1- 1- T- - 1- 1- T- -l - |-
73 74 - Gully - - 1 - - 1 - - - - - - - - - 2 - -
75 76 |5 Gully 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - -
79 - - Colluvium - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - 2 - -
81 - - Colluvium - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - 3 - -
82 - - Colluvium - - 1 - - - - - - - - 1 - - - 2 - -
Evaluation totals 5 1 1 27 |9 - 2 - 2 - - - 1 - - - - - 48 | 6 68.6
Grand totals 16 | 8 1 62 |29 |1 4 3 5 1 2 1 2 4 1 1 4 1 1 2 149 | 20 | 262

Table 11: Catalogue of flint from the excavation and evaluation phases of work
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B.4 Stone

By Simon Timberlake

Introduction and methodology

B.4.1 A small assemblage consisting of just 1341g (x4 fragments) of stone was examined
from this excavation, of which 114g consisted of fragmented lava (rotary) quern, 509g
of a single small cobble hammerstone and 752g of burnt stone.

B.4.2 All the stone was identified visually using an illuminated x10 magnifying lens and
compared where necessary with an archaeological worked stone reference collection.
This included imported basalt quern collected from the lava flow beds quarried within
the Roman quarries at Mayen, Germany. A dropper bottle containing dilute
hydrochloric acid was used to confirm the presence or absence of calcite in the rock.

Results

B.4.3 Analysis of the worked stone revealed a very small and highly fragmented partially
burnt assemblage of broken-up lava quern. This revealed evidence of subsequent
weathering.

Quern

B.4.4 A bag containing 18 fragments of broken-up non-diagnostic lava quern weighing 114g
was examined. Just two of the fragments looked at were re-fitting, these forming the
near-rim edge of a lower or upper stone of a quern: the latter piece being the largest
fragment recovered (40x35x25mm). All that can be said about this is that the
fragments of quern stone(s) used and deposited within colluvium 102 were thin and
quite worn (maximum 25mm thick), that they had been broken-up and disposed of
following use, and possibly also burnt at the point of discard. The quern petrology
consisted of a light vesicular basalt without any visible pyroxene, yet with some small
felspathoid and silica inclusions and occasional epidote. This stone can be recognized
as rock quarried at the quarries of Mayen near Andernach in the Rhineland and
exported across the North Sea as either finished handmill querns or as blanks used for
making querns within workshops located close to the ports of London, Colchester and
Ipswich. Although recovered from the overlying colluvium (102), the likelihood is that
this material consists of re-deposited and weathered Roman quern linked with the
underlying Roman features.

Hammerstone
B.4.5 An opportunistically used round-triangular shaped waterworn glacial erratic cobble
made of laminated quartzitic sandstone (100mmx80mmx30-55mm; weight 509g) was
recovered from the fill of Late Iron Age/Roman pit 171 (context 172, SF139). Within
this context it seems likely to be an earlier re-deposited object of worked stone; most
probably a hand-sized pebble picked from the local river gravels and used bifacially at
the narrow broader end as a hammerstone, as a small pounder/ crushing stone, or as
a hammer for striking glancing blows to shape/ prepare a flint core. The angle formed
by the two longitudinal pounding facets was around 120°, suggesting a very consistent
hammer use of this tool which involved striking at an angle of about 45°, first from one
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side, then the other. The arc of use at this end of the tool was approximately 180°
around the circumference of the end of the cobble. A very small amount of use can be
seen at the other (narrow) end of the pebble. This small pounding facet is off-set at
the tip, and thus is only ¢. 1cm? in area (as opposed to ¢. 20cm? at the broad end). An
area of polish wear present upon the side(s) of the cobble may relate to its hand-held
use (handling patina), or else to its use in the rubbing of hides or other material(s). In
all probability its use pre-dates the Iron Age; indeed, this could well be Neolithic — Early
Bronze Age in date. Such finds are not particularly rare within later archaeological
deposits, although this one is a particularly fine example.

Burnt stone
B.4.6 A single (now partly broken-up) lump of burnt stone was also recovered from the
overlying colluvium (context 102). The stone which weighs 752g (now in five pieces) is
angular and appears to be part of a broken boulder (though possibly also part of a
saddlequern — although no longer diagnostic of such). The rock is a metamorphosed
sheared greywacke (granulite facies) of non-local origin. More than likely this is a
glacial erratic.

Discussion

B.4.7 This small stone assemblage tells us very little about the site, although it does indicate
the probability of finding traces of imported lava quern (e.g. rotary handmill quern)
within some of the Roman features identified or sampled, and the possibility also of
these being 1st century to 3rd century in date — reflecting the period of import and
use of this stone. As such this really only confirms what is known, and it does not help
to date or identify any specific Roman features

B.4.8 The presence of burnt stone does not indicate a date for this site, nor does the
occurrence of large angular stone pieces suggest the use of domestic-type burnt stone
(i.e. burnt and cracked cobbles), examples of which are often found in cooking pits.
The latter is a much more characteristic feature of Middle Bronze Age to Early-Middle
Iron Age settlements.

B.4.9 Rather more interesting was the discovery of a hand-held prehistoric hammerstone
within the fill of a Late Iron Age/Roman pit. Almost certainly this artefact was older
than the context in which it was found. Nevertheless, it helps to provide some idea of
the pre-lron Age background to this location.

Disposal

B.4.10 All of this material except for the hammerstone (SF139) may be disposed of.
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B.5 Earlier Prehistoric Pottery
By Katie Anderson (with Matt Brudenell)

Introduction

B.5.1 Atotal of 23 body sherds (126g) of earlier prehistoric pottery were recovered from the
excavations, with a low mean sherd weight of 5.5g. The pottery was recovered from
six contexts relating to four pits (133, 165, 171, 211), a posthole (153) and colluvial
deposit 102 (Table 12). The sherds were predominantly small and abraded, with pit
211 yielding the largest group from a secure/closed context. The pottery dates from
the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age, with diagnostic material being Beaker-related,
€.2200-1900 BC.

B.5.2 This report provides a quantified summary of the assemblage with recommendations
for archiving.

Feature Context | Phase | No. sherds | Weight (g) | Date

Pit 133 134 1 1 3 Early Bronze Age (Beaker)
Posthole 153 | 154 3 1 10 Neolithic*

Pit 165 166 1 2 9 Early Bronze Age (Beaker)
Pit171 172 3 2 6 Neolithic*

Pit 211 212 1 5 40 Early Bronze Age (Beaker)
Colluvium 102 4 12 58 Neolithic*

Total 23 126 1

Table 12: Quantification of Earlier Prehistoric pottery. * denotes residual pottery found alongside later material
Methodology

B.5.3 All the pottery has been fully recorded following the recommendations laid out by the
Prehistoric Ceramic Research Group (PCRG 2011). Fabric groups were devised on the
basis of dominant inclusion types, their density and modal size. Sherds were counted,
weighed (to the nearest whole gram) and assigned to a fabric group. Sherd type was
recorded along with evidence for surface treatment, decoration, and the presence of
soot and/or residue. Sherds less than 4cm in diameter were classified as ‘small’ (19 in
total); sherds measuring 4—-8cm were classified as ‘medium’ (4 in total), and sherds
over 8cm in diameter were classified as ‘large’ (0 in total). The quantified data is
presented on an Excel data sheet held in the site archive.

Fabrics

B.5.4 Fabric series:

G1: Moderate fine to medium grog (mainly <2mm) in a sandy clay matrix. Four sherds,
16g. Early Bronze Age.

GF1: Moderate fine grog (mainly <1mm) and sparse medium burnt flint (1-2mm) in a
sandy clay matrix. One sherd, 6g. Early Bronze Age.

GF2: Moderate fine to medium grog (mainly 1-2mm) and sparse medium burnt flint
(1-2mm) in a sandy clay matrix. Two sherds, 27g. Early Bronze Age.

GF3: Sparse coarse grog (2-25mm) and sparse coarse burnt flint (2-4mm) in a sandy
clay matrix. One sherd, 3g. Early Bronze Age.
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F1: Common medium and coarse burnt flint (mainly 1-3mm) in a sandy clay matrix.
Ten sherds, 43g. Neolithic.
F2: Common coarse burnt flint (mainly 2-5mm) in a sandy clay matrix. Four sherds,
19g. Neolithic.
F3: Common coarse burnt flint (mainly 2-5mm). One sherd, 12g. Neolithic.

Results

Neolithic pottery
B.5.5 Pottery assigned to the Neolithic period comprises 15 plain body sherds (74g) in flint
tempered fabrics (F1-3). The sherds are largely undiagnostic, but the character of the
fabrics is consistent with a generic Neolithic date.

Early Bronze Age pottery
B.5.6 Pottery assigned to the Early Bronze Age includes eight body sherds (52g) in grog and
grog and flint tempered fabrics (G1 and GF1-3). The assemblage includes six decorated
Beaker sherds (45g), three of which (15g) have multiple bands of closely spaced comb
impressed decoration. The other decorated sherds include two fragments of rusticated
Beaker with finger-pinched decoration, possibly from the same vessel (27g), and a tool
impressed sherd (3g).

Discussion

B.5.7 The earlier prehistoric pottery constitutes a small assemblage of material, some of
which is residual or from the colluvium at the site. The date and character of the
pottery is in keeping with larger assemblages recovered from adjacent excavations
(Clarke 2017) and adds to a picture of widespread Neolithic and Early Bronze Age
activity along the valley sides of the River Fromus.

Recommendations

B.5.8 None of the pottery is worthy of illustration or publication. The material should be
retained as part of the project archive.
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B.6 Iron Age and Roman Pottery
By Katie Anderson

Introduction and methodology

B.6.1 The assemblage recovered from the excavation comprises a total of 143 sherds,
weighing 936g and representing a minimum of 11 vessels (MNV) and 1.08 EVEs
(estimated vessel equivalent). The pottery dates from the Middle Iron Age to Late
Roman period, with the possibility of some earlier material, however due to the size
and condition of the pottery, this material could only be broadly dated to the Iron Age.
All of the pottery was analysed and recorded in accordance with the Study Group for
Roman Pottery guidelines (Perrin 2011) and the Prehistoric Ceramic Research Group
guidelines (2009).

Iron Age pottery

B.6.2 The lron Age component represents 29% of the total assemblage by sherd count (23%
by weight), totalling 41 sherds weighing 214g and representing a minimum of four
vessels (MNV) and 0.09 EVEs. Thirteen sherds (41g) can only be broadly dated ‘Iron
Age’ (c. 800BC-100BC), while 14 sherds (111g) are Middle Iron Age in date (c.350BC-
AD50), while 13 sherds (59g) are Late Iron Age in date (c. 100BC-50AD). One sherd
(3g) could only be broadly dated as prehistoric. The Iron Age pottery comprises
primarily small, fragmented sherds, with a number of sherds noted as being abraded,
highlighted by the very low mean weight of 5.2g. Due to the size and condition of the
pottery, it was difficult to assess the ratio of handmade to wheel-finished/wheel-
turned sherds within the Late Iron Age component.

Fabric Code Fabric Description No. | Wt(g) | MNV | EVE

Ql Moderately coarse sandy ware with moderate mica 9 43 0 0

Q2 Coarse sandy ware 5 57 1| 0.09
Moderately coarse sandy ware with rare to occasional small,

QC2 calcareous inclusions 2 8 0 0
Moderately coarse sandy ware with occasional to moderate v

QF1 small flint inclusions 11 36 0 0
Medium sandy fabric with moderate to common very small grog

QG1 inclusions 1 6 0 0
Coarse sandy ware with common small grog and common to

QGM1 frequent mica 2 6 0 0

QM1 Moderately fine sandy ware with common silver mica 11 58 3 0

Total 41 214 4 | 0.09

Table 13: Quantification of Iron Age pottery by fabric

B.6.3 Seven fabric groups were identified (Table 13), which can be further sub-divided into
four groups; sand (including with and without mica), representing 61% of the Iron Age
assemblage by sherd count, sand and flint (26.8%), sand and calcareous inclusions
(4.9%) and sand and grog (7.3%). 85% of sherds dated ‘Iron Age’ comprise sand and
flint, while those with sand and grog are exclusively Late Iron Age in date.

B.6.4 Only eight diagnostic sherds are present, comprising two flat bases (four sherds, 38g),
two plain rounded rims (two sherds, 10g), one flat-topped pinched rim (30g) and one
slight everted rim (3g). However, due to the size and condition of these sherds, no
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B.6.5

vessel form types could be determined. Seven sherds (39g) are burnished, six sherds
(33g) are smoothed/wiped and one sherd (3g) has a tooled line.

Iron Age pottery was recovered from 14 different contexts, representing 13 features
(Table 14). 63.5% of the pottery (by sherd count) derived from pits, 12.2% from
postholes, 17% from ditches and 7.3% from colluvium 102. All contexts contained
fewer than ten sherds, suggesting that none of these features were primary sources
of refuse, and supporting a view that at least some of the Iron Age assemblage could
be residual.

B.6.6

Context | Cut | Phase | No. | Wt(g) | MNV | EVE | Feature Type | Pottery Date

102 4 3 13 0 0 colluvium Iron Age but with RB
114 113 | 2 1 2 0 0 posthole Iron Age

125 124 | 2 1 1 0 0 posthole Iron Age

148 147 | 2 4 7 0 0 Pit Iron Age

180 179 | 2 3 15 0 0 Pit Iron Age

183 182 | 3 3 24 0 0 Pit 50BC-AD50 with Roman
200 199 | 3 3 18 0 0 Pit 350BC-AD50

282 281 | O 1 3 0 0 Pit Prehistoric

289 287 | 3 3 10 0 0 posthole 50BC-AD50

305 304 | 2 1 3 0 0 posthole/pit | Iron Age

309 308 | 2 9 78 1 0.09 | pit 350BC-AD50

319 318 | 3 7 25 3 0 ditch ADO-50

325 324 | 3 2 15 0 0 Pit 350BC-AD50 - with Roman
Total 41 | 214 4 0.09

Table 14: Quantification of Iron Age pottery by context

Pottery from six contexts could be more specifically dated than ‘Iron Age’, comprising
three Middle-Late Iron Age contexts and three Late Iron Age contexts. Itis of note that
pottery from contexts 183/182 and 325/324 was recovered alongside Early Roman
pottery, suggesting that rather than being residual, this material may be contemporary
with the Roman, thus suggesting a mid-1st century AD date.

Roman pottery

B.6.7

B.6.8

A total of 102 sherds of Roman pottery was recovered, weighing 722g and
representing a minimum of seven vessels (MNV) and 1.09 EVEs. This assemblage
includes some material which dates to the Late Iron Age/Early Roman transition,
defined by sherds which may have been produced either side of the Roman conquest
and includes contexts which contain a combination of later Iron Age pottery (including
some handmade sherds) alongside earliest Roman pottery. The assemblage is
dominated by Early Roman pottery dating mid-later 1st century AD. The ceramic
evidence suggests limited activity after the 2nd century, with no pottery post-dating
the mid-2nd century AD, with the exception of material which could only be broadly
dated as ‘Romano-British’. As with the Iron Age assemblage, the pottery is small and
fragmented, with a low mean weight of 7.1g, suggesting a degree of redeposition,
truncation and/or material being left on the surface for a period of time before being
deposited.

A limited variety of vessel fabrics were identified (Table 15), dominated by sandy
coarsewares which account for 46.1% of assemblage by sherd count (47 sherds, 317g).
Grog-tempered pottery (including sand and grog varieties) represented a further
34.3% by count (35 sherds, 273g), while fine sandy wares account for the remaining

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd 57

3 October 2019



>

oxford
Bronze Age to Post-Medieval Remains to the North-East of Beech Road, Saxmundham, Suffolk Version 3 (Final)
19.6% (20 sherds, 132g). No imported wares were recovered, and the only sourced
ware comprised a single Wattisfield fine reduced ware sherd (13g), from context
194/193. 55% of the Roman pottery was noted as being micaceous, supporting a view
that much of this material derived from the local area. There is little apparent
difference in the composition of the assemblage in terms of vessel fabrics, from the
later Iron Age into the Roman period, with sandy wares dominated, as well the
continued use of grog as a temper.
Fabric Code Fabric No. | Wt(g) | MNV | EVE
BLKSL Black-slipped ware (unsourced) 10 115 0| 0.35
CSBLK Coarse sandy black-slipped ware (unsourced) 2 0 0
CSGW Coarse sandy greyware (unsourced) 0 0
CSMBLK Coarse sandy micaceous black slipped ware (unsourced) 1 2 0 0
CSMGW Coarse sandy micaceous greyware (unsourced) 16 101 2 | 0.19
CSMRDU Coarse sandy micaceous reduced ware (unsourced) 10 47 1 0
CSRDU Coarse sandy reduced ware (unsourced) 2 9 0 0
FSMBLK Fine sandy micaceous black-slipped ware (unsourced) 16 117 1] 0.55
FSMGW Fine sandy micaceous oxidised ware (unsourced) 3 13 0 0
FSMOX Fine sandy micaceous oxidised ware (unsourced) 1 2 1 0
GROG Grog-tempered ware 1 5 0 0
Ql Moderately coarse sandy ware with moderate mica 1 6 1 0
Medium sandy fabric with moderate to common very small grog
QG1 inclusions 32 245 0 0
Coarse sandy ware with common small grog and common to
QGM1 frequent mica 2 23 0 0
QoM1 Moderately fine sandy ware with common silver mica 3 9 1 0
WATT Wattisfield fine reduced ware 1 13 0 0
Total 102 722 7 | 1.09
Table 15: Quantification of Roman pottery by fabric
B.6.9 The majority of the assemblage comprises non-diagnostic body sherds, which account
for 76% of the Roman pottery. A minimum of seven vessels were identified, based on
the number of unique rims present. This includes two necked, everted rim jars from
colluvium 102 and pit 325/324, as well as a necked, beaded rim jar from posthole
154/153. The other four rims comprise just the rim, thus no further vessel forms could
be determined, although three vessel bases were noted, consisting of fragments from
two ring bases and one flat base. Due to the condition of the assemblage, no usewear
was noted.
B.6.10 Roman material was recovered from 11 contexts, representing nine cuts and two

colluvium layers (Table 16). One context contained a medium-sized assemblage (31-
99 sherds), while the remaining ten comprised small groups (1-30). Overall, 50% of
the Roman pottery derived from two colluvium layers, with context 102 contained the
majority of this material (48 sherds, 343g). Unsurprisingly, given the nature of this
feature, the pottery from this context was mixed in date. A further 31.4% of the
assemblage was from pits (32 sherds, 211g), while 17.6% derived from posthole
154/153, totalling 18 sherds, weighing 155g, thus making it the second largest
assemblage. The pottery from this context dates AD30-70, and includes one jar sherd,
and one black-slipped sherd from a possible imitation Gallo-Belgic platter. Due to the
lack of a postpipe, this material had probably been deposited after the post had been
removed, and therefore represents the disuse of the associated structure in the mid-
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1st century AD. The remaining 1% of the assemblage derives from a single ditch slot;
319/318.
Context | Cut | Phase | No. | Wt(g) | MNV | EVE | Feature Type | Pottery Date
102 4 48 343 3| 0.07 | colluvium Mixed
123 4 3 10 0 0 | colluvium AD50-400
144 | 143 3 2 4 0 0 | pit AD40-100
154 | 153 3 18 155 1 | 0.47 | posthole AD30-70
180 | 179 2 1 6 1 0 | pit AD40-100
183 | 182 3 5 15 0 0 | pit AD50-100
192 | 191 3 4 44 0| 0.15 | pit AD50-150
194 | 193 3 5 51 0 0 | pit AD50-100
198 | 197 3 4 14 0 0 | pit AD50-400
325 | 324 3 11 77 1 0.4 | pit AD40-70
319 | 318 3 1 3 1 0 | ditch ADO-50
Total | 102 722 7 | 1.09
Table 16: Quantification of Roman pottery by context
Discussion

B.6.11 Overall the Iron Age assemblage offers little opportunity for discussion, due to the size
and condition of the material. Certainly, there is little that can be interpreted with
regards to assemblage character, with no vessel forms identifiable and a significant
proportion of the assemblage comprising non-diagnostic sherds which could only be
broadly dated as ‘Iron Age’. The only datable element, comprises the Middle and Late
Iron Age pottery, dominated by sandy body sherds. However, the Middle Iron Age
assemblage does appear to be very similar in character to the contemporary
assemblage recovered from Land East of Warren Hill (Brudenell 2017). However, it is
noteworthy that no exclusively Late Iron Age pottery was recovered from the Warren
Hill site.

B.6.12 The size and condition of the Roman assemblage also limits any meaningful discussion
about the nature of activity in the Roman period. What can be interpreted is that
activity predominantly occurred in the mid to later 1st century AD, with little evidence
for activity continuing beyond the 2nd century AD. The presence of a small number
of contexts which can be considered transitional Late Iron Age/Early Roman, as well as
the evidence of Middle Iron Age and Late Iron Age pottery, raises the possibility that
activity may have been continuous from one period to the next. However, it is also
clear that both the Iron Age and Roman assemblages are indicative of ‘background’
activity, rather than representing any sort of core. That much of the Roman
assemblage could be residual, or at least not representative of primary deposition, is
indicated by the size and condition of the sherds.

B.6.13 The limited fabrics and even more limited forms are suggestive of a domestic
assemblage, dominated by locally made coarseware fabrics. The assemblage does
somewhat contrast with the assemblage recovered from Land East of Warren Hill,
which although small and fragmented, had no definitively Early Roman pottery, but
instead suggested a peak in activity in the Late Roman period (Anderson 2017),
suggesting a shift in settlement focus or hiatus in activity in this area of Saxmundham.
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Recommendations

B.6.14 All the Iron Age and Roman pottery has been fully recorded and due to the size and
condition of the assemblage, it is suggested that no further work is necessary, and no
sherds are recommended for illustration.
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B.7 Post-Roman Pottery

By Carole Fletcher

Introduction and methodology

B.7.1 Archaeological works produced a small pottery assemblage of 13 sherds, weighing
0.079kg, recovered from the colluvium, layer 102 (105, 106, 123, 132, 190, 213, 236),
which produced some post-Roman pottery.

B.7.2 The Prehistoric Ceramics Research Group (PCRG), Study Group for Roman Pottery
(SGRP), and The Medieval Pottery Research Group (MPRG), 2016 A Standard for
Pottery Studies in Archaeology acts as a standard. Recording was carried out using OA
East's in-house system, and basic fabric classification has been carried out for all
sherds, although all identifications are tentative. All sherds have been counted,
classified and weighed on a context-by-context basis. The assemblage is recorded in
Table 17. The pottery and archive are curated by OA East until formal deposition or

dispersal.

Assemblage and discussion

B.7.3 The colluvium produced both medieval and post-medieval pottery, the majority of
which is moderately abraded to abraded. The only relatively unabraded pottery is
three sherds from the frilled base of a Raeran/Aachen Stoneware drinking jug (Late
15th-16th century). The medieval pottery is heavily abraded and mostly consists of
unglazed coarsewares that cannot be identified to any specific form.

B.7.4 The assemblage most likely represents manuring scatters of various dates that have

become incorporated into colluvium through soil movement. With dates spanning the
12th to the 18th century, the latest pottery present is 16th-18th century.

Retention, dispersal and display

B.7.5 This statement acts as a full record, and the material may be dispersed prior to archive

deposition.
Context | Fabric Form and Description No. of Weight (kg) | Pottery Date
Sherds
102 Raeran/Aachen Unabraded-moderately abraded, part of frilled base and 3 0.034 15th-16th
Stoneware base angle from a drinking jug century
(GSW3)
Glazed red Moderately abraded to abraded flat base sherds, internal 4 0.019 16th-18th
earthenware (GRE) clear glaze century
Late medieval and Moderately abraded body sherd with external clear glaze 1 0.006 15th-16th
transitional (LMT) with green mottles century
Unprovenanced Moderately abraded to abraded glazed body sherd (?jug) 1 0.005 Late 12th-
glazed (UPG) with fine incised lines. The fabric is fine dull brown-grey 14th
and slightly micaceous century
Medieval coarseware Abraded reduced grey-brown quartz-tempered body 1 0.005 Late 12th-
(MCW) sherd 14th
century
Medieval coarseware Abraded pale grey-brown quartz-tempered body 3 0.010 Late 12th-
(MCW) sherds/base angle 14th
century
Total 13 0.079

Table 17: Quantification of Post-Roman pottery by context
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B.8 Fired Clay

By Ted Levermore

Introduction and methodology

B.8.1 Both phases of archaeological works recovered 93 fragments, 5340g, of fired clay from
features across the site. The assemblage is characterised by the presence of at least
four Middle Iron Age to Early Roman triangular weights and a blocky object made in a
similar fabric. A small fraction of the assemblage was made up of amorphous
fragments and pieces that exhibited 'structural' features.
B.8.2 The assemblage was quantified by context, fabric and form and counted and weighed
to the nearest whole gram. Width, length and thickness were recorded where possible.
The quantified data and fabric descriptions are presented on an Excel spreadsheet held
with the site archive. A summary of the catalogue can be found in Table 18.
Fabrics
B.8.3 Six fabrics were recorded from this small assemblage; two were subsets of a broad
fabric group. All fabrics probably deriving from local silt clays that contained varying
amounts of quartz, grit and flint. It is unclear how much paste preparation occurred,
the weights may have been tempered with coarse flint and pebbles.
Code | Matrix Fine inclusions Coarse inclusions Mixing | Comments
Compact Silt | very common quartz and occasional coarse to
F1 P v ; . 9 ) very coarse flint and mod IA Weights
Clay occasional gritty material
stones
same but more common
Fla
rounded pores
plus common large
Fib sqme but rounded pores - from
friable
calc?
common rounded voids, )
) common rounded Variegated colours
F2 Silt Clay common quartz, rare . ) Mod
) voids, rare angular flint and very porous
angular flint
Compact common very fine to occ quartz and flint
F3 Sandy Clay coarse quartz chunks well Heavy/Dense
Compact common very fine quartz ) )
F4 Sandy Clay and grit rare sub-angular flint mod Purple
Table 18: Fired clay fabric descriptions
Assemblage

Non-diagnostic fragments

B.8.4

A fraction of the assemblage comprised amorphous fragments (38, 579g) and
'structural' pieces (20, 56g) exhibiting flattened surfaces (from pit 57). This small
assemblage presented little archaeological significance. However, a handful of
fragments were notable for their difference in fabric. Pit 171 produced several
fragments of a very abraded blocky object made in a purple-brown sandy fabric (F4).
Layer 102 produced a single amorphous fragment (116g) that was notably heavy for
its size (F3). No identification could be afforded to them, but their fabrics suggest that
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there is likely to have been a broader range of objects or structures that are now not
well represented in the assemblage.

Triangular Iron Age weights

B.8.5 The fired clay assemblage is dominated by four identifiable Iron Age triangular
weights; two were semi-complete and the others represented by an apex fragment
and a triangular face. These were found in pit features across the site during both
phases of archaeological work. The weights are described below;

Weight 1 (Plate 11)

B.8.6 SF3 (Plate 11). A near complete triangular weight (1603g) with a single vertex
perforation (D10mm). It had lost one rectangular face (associated fragments were
recovered) and a part of the opposite vertex. The perforation was made askew and as
such is central in one face and close to one edge in the other. Fired to a buff and orange
mix with a dark grey core (F1). Edge length 155mm, body thickness 80mm. Evaluation
Trench 1, Pit 57.

Weight 2 (Plate 12)

B.8.7 SF138. A near complete triangular weight (1668g) with a single vertex perforation
(D10mm). It is missing one vertex and parts of a rectangular face. One rectangular face
is smoother than the rest. Fired to a buff and orange mix with a dark grey core (F1).
Edge length 165mm, body thickness 80mm. Pit 171, Phase 3.

Weight 3

B.8.8 Part of the body of a triangular weight (615g). No full length or width. Height could be
recorded, i.e. from base edge to apex - 150mm. Two perforation scars visible (D20mm).
Made in a porous and friable sandy fabric, fired orange (F1b). Pit 171, Phase 3.

Weight 4

B.8.9 Apex from a triangular weight (58g). Wedge shaped fragment with perforation scar in
the triangular face (D10mm). The remnant edge face has a wear groove/concave
channel in the surface that tapers in the direction of the perforation. Fired to a mid-
brown with grey variegation in the body (F1a). Pit 182, Phase 3.

B.8.10 The relationships between the weights and their comparable characteristics are
interesting. SF3, Pit 57, and SF138, Pit 171, were near identical in form and fabric, and
were recovered from features within close proximity to each other. They were
probably formed at the same time as part of a set or batch. Also collected from pit 171
was the third weight, a triangular face with the remains of two vertex perforations.
This weight presents a second type of weight and demonstrates contemporaneity. It
points to a broader original assemblage than was recovered through excavation.
Weight 4 is the most limited in information offered but it furthers this last point.

B.8.11 A fifth object, a blocky form (3 fragments, 761g) from pit 292 was also recorded. It
poses an interesting question as it appears to be made in a similar fabric and style to
the weights but does not share their form. It seems likely to be from the same phase
but its original form and purpose are unknown.
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Discussion

B.8.12 The size of these weights is comparable, if somewhat smaller, to the standard seen

B.8.13

B.8.14

nearby and at larger sites further afield. SF3 and SF138 are similar in scale and form to
Type 1 weights found at Danebury Hillfort, Hampshire (Poole 1984). Poole's typology
is based on a study of 62 clay weights as well as a survey of other large assemblages.
Further, it appears that weights with a single apex perforation are less common as it is
usual to find them with two or three pierced apexes (as with Weight 3). When found,
weights with a single perforation tend to have been pierced through the corner of the
triangular face rather than the rectangular edges (ibid.). The nearby site at Warren Hill
(SXM 043) produced fragments of at least seven Type 1 triangular weights made in a
similar sandy clay with large flint inclusions (Brudenell 2017b). None of the Warren Hill
weights were complete so it is not possible to tell if they too had only one apex
perforation. They were, however, thinner than the examples described above.

Such triangular objects are usually referred to as 'loomweights' and are common in
southern England from Middle to Late Iron Age features. However, variation in their
size and shape mean their function is debated (Poole 1984). It is likely their
perforations were intended for suspension. However, the efficacy of a possible
'loomweight' on a vertical loom can be disputed. Objects most conducive to vertical
weaving are required to be narrow and relatively small, so as not to break or collide
during the swapping of threads (see Martenesson et al 2009). As such, many triangular
weights are clearly too bulky and cumbersome for weaving. The evidence for wear on
the broken vertex is indicative of movement, but it is not enough to assign weaving as
their function. Further muddying the 'loomweight' hypothesis is the fact that
triangular weights vary greatly in size and weight. Far larger and smaller examples have
been recorded broadening the possible range of uses for them. A number of palm-
sized triangular weights are known, an example was recorded in North West Ely
(ECB4878), where it was posited that this smaller size was suitable for loom weaving
(Levermore 2017). It could be that larger examples were designed for more heavy-duty
suspension, perhaps as thatch-weights. A collection of nineteen near-identical weights
was found in a single pit in Raunds, Northamptonshire. Each weighed around 4kg
suggesting they were from a set designed for a heavy-duty purpose (Levermore 2019).
Ultimately, where the division between size and intended function are to be made is
currently unknown. The four weights described here sit on the middle of the scale and
therefore present the least certain purpose/interpretation.

These relatively complete weights indicate, at least, the presence of domestic Iron Age
activity very close to this site. The smaller number of less diagnostic fragments is
perhaps indication of a greater number of activities, however these are unclear.

Retention, discard and display

B.8.15

This material has been fully recorded. All amorphous fragments should be considered
for discard.
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Trench
Context
Cut
Feature

Phase

SF Number

Fabric type

Fragment type

Structural type

Object Class

Object Form

Label

Date/Period

Notes

Length (mm)

Width (mm)

Thickness (mm)

Perforation

Diameter (mm)

Count

Weigh (g)

F1

object

Weight

Triangular
Weight

Weight

M/LIA-
ERB

A near complete triangular
weight. Triangular weight with
rectangular sides. Faces are
smoothed and exacted. It is
missing one rectangular face. It
has a single apex perforation,
that shows slight cord/hanging
wear. The perforation was made
askew and as such is central in
one face and close to one edge
in the other. Fired to a buff and
orange mix with a dark grey core.
A Danebury Type 1 but with a
single perforation - which is an
anomaly

155

80

10

1603

F2

fs

20

56

F2

18

102 | - Colluvium

F3

Very weighty fragment of fired
clay; dense and probably heavily
tempered. Not magnetic. No
original form but seems similar
to the weights

116

172 | 171 | Pit

138

F1

object

Weight

Triangular

Weight

MIA-
ERB

Near-complete triangular weight;
with a light orange brown colour
except for one edge face which is
dark grey like the core. Single
perforation through one vertex.
All faces are irregular except one
edge face which is smoothed -
original base?. Looks like the one
from Eval. Missing vertex, may
be present in the small bits.

165

75-
85

10

12

1668

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd

65

3 October 2019




>

oxford

Bronze Age to Post-Medieval Remains to the North-East of Beech Road, Saxmundham, Suffolk

Version 3 (Final)

m @ IS c
slal2| 2 8| & g ElElSss| | o
- Q > | s 2 O uw 9] = S v | 5@ I
5| 3 S el 51S|E 2] 5| 3 | 5| ¢ g 25|58l 8
S|l s| & |&8|2 |5 |8 2| % £ | 2 | £ 2| 58| S|2€E| 5| ¥
=1 8|3 & |g|s|&e|l&|l &8 & | & | = | 8 2 S|z |Ef|&5|8] =
Part of the body of a triangular
weight. No full length or width.
- ‘ ‘ ‘ Weight | MIA- Height could be recorded, i.e.
172 | 171 | Pit 3 Flb | s object | Weight | Triangular 3 ERB from base edge to apex: 150mm. | 150 20 13 | 615
Two perforation scars visible.
Made in a porous and friable
sandy fabric.
Fragments of a blocky object;
172 | 171 | Pit 3 F4 a sandy purple clay, no clear form 12 | 341
poss. Remnant surfaces
Apex from a triangular weight.
Wedge shapes fragment with
perforation scar in the triangular
183 | 182 | Pit 3 Fla | s | object | Weight | Triangular | I8Nt | MIA- | face. The remnant edge face has 10 1 |58
4 ERB a wear groove; a concave
channel in the surface that
tapers and is in the direction of
the perforation
198 | 197 | Pit 3 F2 a 3 33
289 | 287 | Posthole 3 F2 a 11 | 53
Fragments of a fired clay brick; a
porous fired clay block with a
293 | 292 | it 3 Fla | s | object | ?Weight | Brick grey-blue core and mid brown >80 | 65 3 | 761
margins. Faces are reasonably
smooth and the arrises are
mostly sharp
319 | 318 | Ditch 3 F2 a 6 18
Table 19: Fired clay catalogue
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APPENDIX C ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS

C.1 Animal Bone
By Hayley Foster

Introduction and methodology

C.1.1 The animal bone from Saxmundham, Suffolk, represents a very small assemblage of
faunal remains weighing 99g in total. The species represented include sheep/goat
(Ovis/Capra), cattle (Bos taurus) and medium mammal. The faunal remains date from
the Late Iron Age to Early Roman periods.

C.1.2 Identification of the faunal remains was carried out at OA East. References to Hillson
(1992) and Schmid (1972) were used where necessary.

C.1.3 Ageing, sexing, and metrics were not possible to attain due to heavy fragmentation.
Results

C.1.4 The faunal remains from Saxmundham are largely in poor condition and heavily
fragmented. Remains came from two Phase 3 features: posthole 153 and pit 197 (Table

21).
Context Cut Species Element Number of | Weight (g) Burning
Fragments
154 153 Sheep/Goat Loose Maxillary Tooth M12 1 2 N/A
154 153 Medium Mammal | Cranium 4 11 N/A
198 197 Cattle Loose Mandibular Premolar 1 1 N/A
198 197 Sheep/Goat Loose Tooth 2 Calcined
198 <114> | 197 Medium Mammal | Unidentifiable Long Bone 1 Calcined
198 <114> | 197 Unidentifiable (?) Unidentifiable 12 1 Calcined
204 <115> | 203 Medium Mammal | Unidentifiable Long Bone and 20 82 Calcined
Skull

Table 20: Faunal Remains
Discussion and conclusions

C.1.5 Sheep/goat and cattle were the only species that could be positively identified in the
assemblage.

C.1.6 Calcined bone fragments were recovered from Phase 3 pit 197, however they were
very tiny so could only be identified as probably animal bone.

C.1.7 Thesize of the assemblage does not allow for any interpretations to be made regarding
diet and husbandry, and only provides evidence of the presence of the species on the
site.

Retention, dispersal and display

C.1.8 The small amount of faunal material does not need to be retained as it provides no
significant findings and is in a poor and fragmentary condition.
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C.2 Environmental Samples
By Rachel Fosberry

Introduction

C.2.1 Nineteen bulk samples were taken from features within the excavated area from
features such as pits, postholes and ditches, several of which did not contain finds and
have been phased by association. The purpose of this report is to determine whether
plant remains are present, their mode of preservation and whether they are of
interpretable value with regard to domestic, agricultural and industrial activities, diet,
economy and rubbish disposal.

Methodology

C.2.2 The samples were processed by tank flotation using modified Siraf-type equipment for
the recovery of preserved plant remains, dating evidence and any other artefactual
evidence that might be present. The floating component (flot) of the samples was
collected in a 0.3mm nylon mesh and the residue was washed through 10mm, 5mm,
2mm and a 0.5mm sieve. A magnet was dragged through each residue fraction for the
recovery of magnetic residues prior to sorting for artefacts. Any artefacts present were
noted and reintegrated with the hand-excavated finds.

C.2.3 The dried flots were subsequently sorted using a binocular microscope at
magnifications up to x 60 and an abbreviated list of the recorded remains are
presented in Table 19. Identification of plant remains is with reference to the Digital
Seed Atlas of the Netherlands (Cappers et al. 2006) and the authors' own reference
collection. Nomenclature is according to Zohary and Hopf (2000) for cereals and Stace
(2010) for other plants. Carbonized seeds and grains, by the process of burning and
burial, become blackened and often distort and fragment leading to difficulty in
identification. Plant remains have been identified to species where possible. The
identification of cereals has been based on the characteristic morphology of the grains
and chaff as described by Jacomet (2006).

Quantification
C.2.4 For the purpose of this report, items such as cereal grains have been scanned and
recorded qualitatively according to the following categories:

#=1-5, ## = 6-25, ### = 26-100, #### = 100+ specimens
Results

C.2.5 Preservation of plant remains is sparse with only occasional charred cereal grains and
nutshell fragments noted. The sandy soils are likely to have affected preservation
although charcoal appears to have been well-preserved in some samples.

Phase 1: Early Bronze Age
C.2.6 Charcoal is preserved in a moderate amount in pit 211 and less frequently in pits 133
and 165.
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Phase 2: Middle Iron Age
C.2.7 The four postholes from Structure 1 (a possible four-post structure) contain small
amounts of charcoal. A single charred cereal grain recovered from posthole 130 is
unlikely to relate to the use of the structure.

Phase 3: Late Iron Age to Roman
C.2.8 Occasional cereal grains were noted but these are mainly as poorly-preserved single
specimens that may not be contemporary. Of those that can be identified, barley
(Hordeum vulgare) and hulled wheat, spelt/emmer (Triticum spelta/dicoccum) are
present. Fuel ash slag was noted in pit 191.

Undated
C.2.9 Charred hazelnut shell was recovered from pit 145 and calcined bone was noted in the
sample from pit 203.

Cut | Context | Sample Feature Volume Flot Hazelnut Charcoal Calcined
No. | No. No. Phase type processed Volume | Cereals shell volume Pottery bone
(L) (ml) (ml)

103 104 100 3 | Pit 19 20 0 0 15 0 0
110 112 101 0 | Pit 18 40 0 0 10 0 0
124 125 102 2 | Posthole 10 25 0 0 2 # 0
126 127 103 2 | Posthole 2 10 0 0 4 0 0
128 129 104 2 | Posthole 4 5 0 0 2 0 0
130 131 105 2 | Posthole 4 5 # 0 2 0 0
133 134 106 1| Pit 17 10 0 0 8 # 0
145 146 107 0 | Pit 12 25 # Hit 5 0 0
153 154 117 3 | Posthole 16 1 0 0 <1 0 0
165 166 108 1 | Pit 16 50 0 0 10 # 0
171 172 109 3 | Pit 17 50 # 0 10 # 0
179 180 110 2 | Pit 8 10 0 0 2 0 0
191 192 111 3 | Pit 13 30 # 0 15 0 0
193 194 112 3 | Pit 19 10 # 0 10 # 0
197 198 114 3 | Pit 20 30 # 0 <1 0 0
203 204 115 0 | Pit 20 20 0 0 <1 0 Hit#
211 212 116 1| Pit 6 150 0 0 150 0 0
228 229 118 0 | Pit 18 50 0 # 50 0 0
287 289 119 3 | Posthole 18 50 0 0 7 0 0

Table 21: Environmental samples

Discussion

C.2.10 The environmental samples from this site have produced a small assemblage of
charred plant remains that does not have the potential to provide any additional
information on the contexts sampled. Similar results of sparse and poorly-preserved
charred plant remains were noted from other sites in this area and are likely to reflect
the acidic soils affecting preservation.

Retention, dispersal and display

C.2.11 The sample flots will be retained with the project archive.
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C.3 Radiocarbon dating certificate
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APPENDIXE WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION
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10.9
10.10

11

Site offices and welfare
Health and Safety, Risk Assessments

APPENDIX: CONSULTANT SPECIALISTS
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1 GENERAL BACKGROUND

111 This Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) conforms to the principles
identified in Historic England's guidance documents Management of Research
Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE), specifically the MoRPHE
Project Manager's Guide (2015) and Project Planning Note 3: Archaeological
Excavation (2008).

1.1.2 All work will be conducted in accordance with the Chartered Institute for
Archaeologists Code of Conduct (2014) and Standard and Guidance for
Archaeological Excavation (2014).

1.1.3 This WSI also incorporates the requirements of the EAA Standards for Field
Archaeology in the East of England (Gurney 2003) and conforms to the Suffolk
County Council’s Requirements for Archaeological Excavation (2017).

1.2 Circumstances of the project

1.2.1 Oxford Archaeology East (OA East) have been commissioned by CgMs
Heritage, on Behalf of Hopkins Home (the Client), to conduct a programme of
archaeological excavation on land proposed for the residential development
of 59 dwellings with associated landscaping, public open space, access and
highway infrastructure at Part land East of Northern End, Beech Road,
Saxmundham, Suffolk (centred TM 3898 6359).

1.2.2 This WSI has been prepared on behalf of the Client in response to a Brief for
Archaeological Excavation prepared by Rachael Abraham of the Suffolk County
Council Archaeology Service (SCCAS, dated 04/05/2018). The programme of
migratory work has been recommended to Suffolk Coastal District Council as a
condition of planning permission DC/18/0702/FUL.

1.2.3 The archaeological excavation follows on from a programme of trial trench
evaluation conducted at the site in September 2017 (Bush 2017; SXM 049).

13 Archaeological strategy

1.3.1 Excavation will take place in the northern half of the development plot, in a
rhomboid-shaped area c. 1.11ha in extent, encompassing Trenches 1-7 and
17-20 from the evaluation (see attached plan).

1.4 Changes to this method statement

1.4.1 In accordance with the SCCAS excavation brief, provision will be also made,
where necessary, to extend areas of excavation within with development plot,
should significant archaeological remains be shown to continue beyond the
pre-defined excavation limits.

1.4.2 Any decision to extend the area will be discussed and formally agreed by
SCCAS and CgMs, on behalf of the Client, before the extension begins.

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd 1 5 July 2018
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143 If changes need to be made to the methods outlined below — either before or
during works on site — the SCCAS will be informed and asked to consider
changes before they are made. Changes will be formally agreed before work
on site commences, or else at the earliest available opportunity.

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd 2 5 July 2018
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2 THE LOCATION, GEOLOGY, TOPOGRAPHY

2.1.1 The site lies on agricultural land to the north-east of Street Farm Road, on a
west-facing slope above the floodplain of the River Fromus. The site varies in
height from 23m OD in the east to 13m OD in the west.

2.1.2 The bedrock geology of the area comprises sands of the Crag Group. These
are overlain by sands and gravels of the Lowestoft Formation
(http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html), which are covered
by colluvium along the southern and western parts of the site. The colluvium
comprises a mid-yellow brown sandy silt up to 0.75m think in localised areas.

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd 3 5 July 2018
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3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

311

3.2 Prehistoric

3.2.1

3.2.2

33 Roman

331

34 Anglo-Saxon

341

The following section provides a brief summary of the archaeological
background for the site and its immediate surroundings. This draws on
information obtained from the following sources:
e Bush, L, 2017, Land north-east of Street Farm, Saxmundham, Suffolk.
Archaeological Evaluation report. Oxford Archaeology East report 2144
e C(Clarke, G, 2017, Bronze Age and Early Saxon settlement remains on land
east of Warren Hill, Saxmundham, Suffolk. Oxford Archaeology East
report 2029.
e Newton, A.A.S, 2013, Beaker Pits at Church Hill, Saxmundham, Suffolk.
Proceeding of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History 43, 1-23.
e The Suffolk Historic Environment Record (SHER).

There is now widespread evidence for prehistoric activity in the Fromus Valley
dating from the Mesolithic to Iron Age (SXM 022; SXM 036; SXM 037; SXM
043; SXM 049). Of particular note are previous excavations to the west and
south-west of the site, which have revealed scattered pits and pit clusters of
Early Bronze Age date yielding pottery and worked flint (SXM 022; SXM 036;
SXM 043)

Archaeological excavation on the adjacent site, to the immediate west,
revealed an unenclosed Iron Age settlement comprising two roundhouses and
associated pit groups. These yielded a modest assemblage of Middle Iron Age
pottery and fragments of triangular loomweights (SXM 043). A near complete
triangular weight of Iron Age date was also recovered from the site itself from
pit 57, Trench 1, during the evaluation (SXM 049).

Whilst surrounding investigations have revealed a Roman presence in the
landscape, to date, no settlements or settlement-related features have been
positively identified. Small sherds of abraded Roman pottery were recovered
from deposits in Trenches 1-3 and 18 at the site (SXM 049), with further
residual finds (include tegula and Roman glass) recovered from the
investigation to the west and south-west (SXM 036; SXM 043). A Roman lamp
was also found c. 200m to the west of the site (SXM 001).

Excavations immediately west of the site revealed an Early Anglo-Saxon
settlement (SXM 043) with remains of a large rectangular post-built hall, two
further post-built structures and nine sunken-feature buildings (SFBs); the
latter producing evidence for textile weaving, crop processing, horn working
and antler working. Pottery from the site dated to the 6th century.

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd
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3.4.2 Two side of a rectangular post-built structure were also revealed in Trench 7
of the evaluation of the site, and may represent the remains of another Saxon
hall. These appear to have been associated with a series of gullies and other
discrete features in the vicinity.

3.5 Medieval, post-medieval and modern

3.5.1 The current site lies outside of the medieval and post-medieval settlement of
Saxmundham (known historically as 'Samundeham, Sasmundeham,
Sasmundesham and Saxmondeham'). However, trenching at the southern end
of the site (SXM 049) revealed ditched boundaries and cultivation features of
a former post-medieval field system, together with medieval and post-
medieval pottery sherds from the colluvium. Investigations immediately west
also (SXM 036) also identified one pit containing a sherd of medieval pottery.

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd 5 5 July 2018
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4 AIMS AND OBIJECTIVES

4.1 Aims of the excavation

41.1 The overall aim of the investigation is to preserve by record the archaeological
evidence contained within the footprint of the excavation areas, prior to
damage by development, and investigate the origins, date, development,
phasing, spatial organisation, character, function, status, and significance of
the remains revealed, and place these in their local, regional and national
archaeological context.

41.2 Based on the results of the evaluation, themes more specific aims and
research questions can be formulated as follows:

e What is the nature and extent of Neolithic and Bronze Age activity at the
site, and how does this relate to the wider use of the Fromus Valley in
this period?

e |sit possible to better define the relationship between the colluvium and
the cut archaeological features at the site? When did the colluvium begin
to form, and what activities may have been responsible for its
formation?

e What evidence is there for further Iron Age occupation, and how does
this relate to the settlement activity at Land East of Warren Hill (SXM
043)?

e What is the function and status of the rectangular post-building
structure from Trench 7 in the evaluation? Does this relate to a
continuation of the Anglo-Saxon settlement from the excavation to the
west (SXM 043)?

4.1.3 Following the completion of the fieldwork, these research aims will be revised
and redefined or expanded as necessary, ensuring that they contribute to the
goals of the Regional Research Frameworks relevant to this area.

4.2 Research frameworks

4.2.1 This excavation takes place within, and will contribute to the goals of Regional
Research Frameworks relevant to this area:

e Research and Archaeology: A Framework for the Eastern counties: 1.
Resource Assessment (Glazebrook 1997, East Anglian Archaeology
Occasional Papers 3);

e Research and Archaeology: A Framework for the Eastern counties: 2.
Research Agenda and Strategy (Brown & Glazebrook 2000, East Anglian
Archaeology Occasional Papers 8)

e Research and Archaeology Revisited: A Revised Framework for the East
of England (Medlycott 2011, East Anglian Archaeology Occasional Papers
24)

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd 6 5 July 2018
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5 METHODS

5.1 Background research

511

A suitable level of documentary research will be undertaken before work on
site commences. This research will draw on information in the Suffolk Historic
Environment Record and County Records Office, and will include any relevant
historical sources, maps, previous archaeological finds, and past
archaeological investigations in the vicinity. The results will not be presented
separately, but will be incorporated into the final excavation report.

5.2 Parish code, site code and OASIS humber

521

In consultation with the SHER, the following parish code has been issued for
the project: SXM 051. Oxford Archaeology’s unique site code for the project
is XSFSSF18. The report OASIS number is oxfordar3-320745

5.3 Excavation method

53.1

53.2

533

534

535

5.3.6

Excavation standards

The proposed archaeological excavation and analysis will be conducted in
accordance with current best archaeological practice and the appropriate
national and regional standards and guidelines.

All work will be conducted in accordance with the Chartered Institute for
Archaeologists' Code of Conduct and Standard and Guidance for
Archaeological Excavation.

All fieldwork will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of the
OA Field Manual (ed. D Wilkinson 1992), and the revised OA fieldwork manual
(publication forthcoming). Further guidance is provided to all excavators in the
form of the OA Fieldwork Crib Sheets —a companion guide to the Fieldwork
Manual. These have been issued ahead of formal publication of the revised
Fieldwork Manual.

The excavation will also adhere to Suffolk County Council’s Requirements for
Archaeological Excavation (2017).

Pre-commencement

Before work on site commences, service plans will be checked to ensure that
access and groundworks can be conducted safely.

In order to minimise damage to the site and disruption to site users, Oxford
Archaeology will agree the following with the client/landowner before work
on site commences:

e the location of entrance ways

e sites for welfare units

e soil storage areas

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd
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5.3.7

538

5.3.9

5.3.10

53.11

5.3.12

5.3.13

5.3.14

5.3.15

5.3.16

o refuelling points for plant (if necessary), and the extent of any bunding
required around fuel dumps
e access routes for plant and vehicles across the site

Soil stripping

Service plans will be checked before work commences on site. Before
excavation areas are stripped, they will be scanned by a qualified and
experienced operator, using a CAT and Genny with a valid calibration

certificate.

All machine excavation will take place under the supervision of a suitably
qualified and experienced archaeologist.

Topsoil, subsoil and any sealing colluvial deposits will be stripped and stored
separately, to minimise mixing of soil horizons.

The excavation areas will be stripped by a mechanical excavator to the depth
of the upper interface of archaeological features. This will require the removal
of all ploughsoil, and possibly some subsoil across the site. Archaeological
features cut though the colluvium in the north of the site will be exposed,
cleaned and excavated by hand first. Archaeologically ‘blank” areas of
colluvium will be selectively machine excavated to the top of the geological
horizon. Following feature excavation, any requirement for the further
removal of colluvium will be discussed and formally agreed by SCCAS and
CgMs, on behalf of the Client.

A toothless ditching bucket will be used to strip the overburden (topsoil, and
any colluvium as necessary). Overburden will be excavated in spits not greater
than 0.1m thick.

Where the archaeological levels are particularly deep, safe excavation
procedures will be followed to ensure that areas are safe to enter. This may
include shoring or stepping the sides of excavation, as appropriate to the soil
and site conditions. If site areas or excavated slots become flooded, pumps
may be used to remove excess water. Areas pumped will be subsequently
assessed for stability and safety before staff enter them.

Spoil will be stored beside excavation areas, at a safe working distance. The
location will be mindful of the need to potentially expand excavation areas.

No machinery will be allowed to track over excavation area until they have
been signed off by the SCCAS.

Hand excavation

The top of the first archaeological deposit will be cleared by machine, then
cleaned off by hand. Exposed surfaces will be cleaned by trowel and hoe as
necessary, in order to clarify located features and deposits.

All features will be investigated and recorded to provide an accurate
assessment of their character and contents. All relationships between
features or deposits will be investigated and recorded. Any natural subsoil
surface revealed will be hand cleaned and examined for archaeological
deposits and artefacts. Excavation will characterise the full archaeological
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5.3.17

5.3.18

5.3.19

5.3.20

sequence down to undisturbed natural deposits. Apparently natural features
(such as tree throws) will be sampled sufficiently to establish their character.

All excavation of all archaeological deposits will be done by hand, unless
agreed with the SCCAS that there will be no loss of evidence using a machine.
The method of excavation will be decided by the senior project archaeologist.

There will be sufficient excavation to give clear evidence for the period,
depth, and nature of each archaeological deposit. We will use the following
levels for excavating features, unless others are agreed during the project.

Feature Class Proportion

Layers/deposits/horizontal stratigraphy relating to 100%
domestic/industrial activity (e.g. hearths, floor surfaces)

Post-built structures of pre-modern date 100%
Domestic ring-ditches or roundhouse gullies 50%

Pits associated with agricultural & other activities 50%

Linear features (ditches & gullies) associated with structural 20%
remains (minimum 1m slot excavated across width)

Pre-modern linear features not associated with structural 10%
remains (minimum 1m slot excavated across width)

Human burials, cremations & other deposits relating to 100%
funerary activity

Where deep features cannot be excavated safely, they will be sampled using a
hand augur or boreholes, in order to assess their depth and structure.

If exceptional or unexpected feature are uncovered, the SCC Archaeology
Service will be informed, and their advice sought on further excavation or
preservation.

5.4 Human remains

541

5.4.72

If human remains are encountered during excavation, CgMs, the Suffolk
Coroner, and the SCCAS will be informed immediately.

Human remains will be excavated in accordance with all appropriate
legislation and Environmental Health regulations. Excavation will only take
place after Oxford Archaeology has obtained a Ministry of Justice exhumation
license.

5.5 Metal detecting and the Treasure Act

551

Metal detector searches will take place at all stages of the excavation by an
experienced metal detector user. Excavated areas will be detected
immediately before and after mechanical stripping. Both excavated areas and
spoil heaps will be checked. To prevent losses from night-hawking, features
will be metal detected immediately after stripping.

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd
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5.5.2 Metal detecting will be conducted by an experienced detector user (Tom
Lucking).

553 Metal detectors will not be set to discriminate against iron.

554 Artefacts will be removed and given a small find number. Labels will be placed
on the location of each 'small find' and surveyed in with a GPS.

5.5.5 If finds are made that might constitute ‘Treasure’ under the definition of the
Treasure Act (1996), they will, if possible, be excavated and removed to a safe
place. Should it not be possible to remove the finds on the day they are
found, suitable security will be arranged. Finds that are 'Treasure' will be
reported to the landowner and Suffolk Coroner within 14 days, in accordance
with the Act. The Suffolk Finds Liaison Officer from the Portable Antiquities
Scheme will also be informed.

5.6 Recording of archaeological deposits and features

5.6.1 Records will comprise survey, drawn, written, and photographic data.
Survey

5.6.2 Surveying will be done using a survey-grade differential GPS (Leica C510/GS08
or Leica 1200) fitted with "smartnet" technology with an accuracy of 5mm
horizontal and 10mm vertical.

5.6.3 The site grid will be accurately tied into the Ordnance Survey National Grid
and located on the 1:2500 or 1:1250 map of the area. Elevations will be
levelled to the Ordnance Datum.

Written records

5.6.4 A register of all trenches, features, photographs, survey levels, small finds,
and human remains will be kept.

5.6.5 All features, layers and deposits will be issued with unique context numbers.
Each feature will be individually documented on context sheets, and hand-
drawn in section and plan. Written descriptions will be recorded on pro-forma
sheets comprising factual data and interpretative elements.

5.6.6 Where stratified deposits are encountered, a Harris Matrix will be compiled
during the course of the excavation.

Plans and sections

5.6.7 Pre-excavation plans will be prepared using either GPS-based survey
equipment or photogrammetry.

5.6.8 Site excavation plans will normally be drawn at 1:50, but on deeply-stratified
sites a scale of 1:20 will be used. Detailed plans of individual features or
groups will be at an appropriate scale (1:10 or 1:20).

5.6.9 Long sections showing layers will be drawn at 1:50. Sections of features or

short lengths of trenches will be drawn at 1:20. All section levels will be tied in
to Ordnance Datum.

©O0Oxford Archaeology Ltd
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5.6.10 All site drawings will include the following information: site name, site code,
scale, plan or section number, orientation, date and the name or initials of the
archaeologist who prepared the drawing.

Photogrammetric recording

5.6.11 Plans and sections may be supplemented with photogrammetric recording of
the excavation areas. Photogrammetric models will be based on high-
resolution digital photographs with a minimum file size of 5 MB.
Photogrammetric processing will be conducted using the Agisoft Photosoft
(Professional Edition) software, and will incorporate reference points taken by
GPS-based survey equipment.

Photographs
5.6.12 The photographic record will comprise high resolution digital photographs.

5.6.13 Photographs will include both general site shots and photographs of specific
features. Every feature will be photographed at least once. Photographs will
include a scale, north arrow, site code, and feature number (where relevant),
unless they are to be used in publications. The photograph register will record
these details, and photograph numbers will be listed on corresponding
context sheets.

5.7 Area sign off

57.1 Once the SCCAS has inspected the site and confirmed that an area or parts of
an area have been excavated to its standards, those parts may be handed
back to the Client for construction or be backfilled. If the OAE are continuing
to work in other part of site, the parts signed off will be fenced.

5.8 Post-excavation processing

5.8.1 Processing will take place in tandem with excavation, and advice will be
sought from relevant specialists on key artefact types. The Project Manager
and fieldwork project officer will be given feedback to enable them to
develop excavation strategies during fieldwork.

5.8.2 Any finds requiring specialist treatment and conservation will be sent for
appropriate treatment.

5.8.3 Finds will be marked with context numbers, site code or accession number, as
detailed in the requirements of the Suffolk County Council Stores.

5.9 Finds recovery

Standards for finds handling

59.1 Finds will be exposed, lifted, cleaned, conserved, marked, bagged, and boxed
in line with the standards in:
e United Kingdom Institute for Conservators (2012) Conservation
Guidelines No. 2
e Watkinson & Neal (1988) First Aid for Finds
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59.2

593

594

595

5.9.6

5.9.7

59.8

e Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (2014) Standard and Guidance for
the Collection, Documentation, Conservation and Research of
Archaeological Materials

e English Heritage (1995) A Strategy for the Care and Investigation of
Finds.

Where finds require conservation, this will be done in accordance with the
guidelines of the Institute for Conservation (ICON),

Procedures for finds handling

At the start of work, a finds supervisor will be appointed to oversee the
collection, processing, cataloguing, and specialist advice on all artefacts
collected.

Artefacts will be collected by hand and metal detector. Excavation areas and
spoil will be scanned visually and with a metal detector to aid recovery of
artefacts. All finds will be bagged and labelled according to the individual
deposit from which they were recovered, ready for later cleaning and analysis.
'Special/small finds' may be located more accurately by GPS if appropriate.

Processing will take place in tandem with excavation, and advice will be
sought from relevant specialists on key artefact types. (See the Appendix for a
list of specialists.)

All artefacts recovered from excavated features will be retained for post-
excavation processing and assessment, except:
e those which are obviously modern in date
e where very large volumes are recovered (typically ceramic building
material)
e where directed to discard on site by the SCCAS.

Where artefacts are not removed from site, a strategy will be employed to
ensure a sufficient sample is retained, in order to characterise the date and
function of the features they were excavated from. A record will be kept of the
quantity and nature of artefacts which are not removed from site.

Any finds requiring specialist treatment and conservation will be sent for
appropriate treatment.

5.10 Sampling for environmental remains and small artefact retrieval

5.10.1

Standards for environmental sampling and processing

Paleoenvironmental remains will be sampled and processed in accordance
with the guidelines set out in:

e English Heritage (2011, 2nd edition) Environmental Archaeology: A Guide
to the Theory and Practice of Methods, from Sampling and Recovery to
Post-excavation.

e Association for Environmental Archaeology (1995) Environmental
archaeology and archaeological evaluations. Recommendations
concerning the environmental archaeology component of archaeological
evaluations in England. Working Papers of the Association for
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5.10.2

5.10.3

5.10.4

5.10.5

5.10.6

5.10.7

Environmental Archaeology 2. York: Association for Environmental
Archaeology.

e Dobney, K., Hall, A., Kenward, H. & Milles, A. (1992) A working
classification of sample types for environmental archaeology. Circaea 9.1:
24-26

e Murphy, P.L. & Wiltshire, P.E.J. (1994) A guide to sampling
archaeological deposits for environmental analysis.

Procedures for sampling and processing

Bulk samples (up to 40 litres or 100% of context) will be taken from a range of
site features and deposits to target the recovery of plant remains (charcoal
and macrobotanticals) fish, bird, small mammal and amphibian bone and
small artefacts. Environmental samples will be taken from well-stratified,
datable deposits, or any feature thought to be have a good environmental
potential. Samples will be labelled with the site code, context number, and
sample number.

If appropriate, monolith samples of waterlogged deposits and buried soils will
be taken for pollen analysis, soil micro-morphological, or sedimentological
analysis. Where consistent with the aims of the evaluation, samples will be
taken from deposits, artefacts, and ecofacts for scientific (absolute) dating.

Where features containing very small artefacts — such as micro-debitage and
hammerscale — are identified, bulk samples will be taken (up to 40 litres or
100% of context).

Typically, 10 litres of each bulk sample will be processed using tank flotation,
with the remaining sub-sample processed where appropriate or necessary.
Normally, early prehistoric samples will be fully processed. Waterlogged
samples will be wet sieved and stored in cool or wet conditions as
appropriate.

Where practical, waterlogged wood specimens will be recorded in detail on
site, in situ. When removed, they will be cleaned and photographed, and
stored in wet cool conditions for assessment by a suitably qualified specialist
(see the Appendix).

The project team will consult Historic England's Scientific Advisor on
environmental sampling and dating where necessary.
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6 REPORTING

6.1 Post-excavation Assessment Report

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

Post-excavation analysis and reporting will follow guidance in Historic
England's documents Management of Research Projects in the Historic
Environment (MoRPHE 2015), and the ALGAO document Advice Note for Post-
Excavation Assessment (2015)

Within four weeks of the end of fieldwork a written timetable for post-
excavation assessment (PXA), updated project design (UPD) and/or reporting
will be produced. It is currently anticipated that a PXA and UPD will be
delivered within six months of the completion of fieldwork.

If substantial remains are recorded during the project, it may be necessary to
undertake a full programme of analysis and publication. If this is the case,
then a timetable and programme of work for this aspect of the project will be
included in the UPD, which will form part of the PXA.

6.2 Contents of the Assessment Report

6.2.1

6.2.2

The post-excavation assessment report will provide an objective account of
the archaeological investigation and its findings. It will contain a
comprehensive, illustrated assessment of the results and consider the
potential for further analysis and publication in light of relevant research
issues within regional and national research agendas.

The report will include:
e atitle page detailing site address, site code and accession number, NGR,
author/originating body, client’s name and address
o full list of contents
a non-technical summary of the findings
a description of the geology and topography of the area
a description of the methodologies used
a description of the findings and assessment of the stratigraphic
evidence
e tables summarising features and artefacts
e site location plans, and plans of each area excavated showing the
archaeological features found
selected sections of excavated features
specialist assessment reports on artefacts and environmental finds
relevant photographs of features and the site
a summary discussion of the findings and their significance
e asummary discussion of the relationship between findings on the site
and other archaeological information held in the Suffolk Historic
Environment Record
e an updated project design linked to relevant local and regional research
issues, including a programme of work and timetable for further analysis
and publication (where appropriate)
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e a bibliography of all reference material
e the OASIS reference and summary form.

6.3 Analysis Report and Publication

6.3.1

6.3.2

6.3.3

6.3.4

Where appropriate (in consultation with the SCCAS), and following the
production of the PXA, a post-excavation analysis report and/or publication
will be produced.

The content of the post-excavation analysis report will be detailed in the UPD
contained within the PXA report. Where required, this will be delivered within
18 months of the completion of fieldwork.

The scope, format and venue of any publication will be proportionate to the
significance of the results.

If the SCC Archaeology Service requires no further excavation on the site, a
summary report will be prepared for the Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute
of Archaeology & History. If the evidence contained within the archive report
is of significance, the SCCAS may require publication of the site in a local or
national journal.

6.4 Draft and final reports

6.4.1

6.4.2

6.5 OASIS

6.5.1
6.5.2

A draft copy of all post-excavation reports will be supplied to the SCCAS for
comment.

Following approval of the report, one printed copy and one digital copy (PDF)
will be presented to the SHER.

A digital copy of the approved report will be uploaded to the OASIS database.
A copy of the OASIS Data Collection Form will be included in the report.
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7 ARCHIVING

7.1.1

7.1.2

7.1.3

7.1.4

7.1.5

7.1.6

Archive standards

The site archive will conform to the requirements Appendix 1 of the Historic
England's (2015) Management of Research Projects in the Historic
Environment (MoRPHE), and the SCCAS Archaeological Archives in Suffolk:
Guidelines for Preparation and Deposition (2017)

The preparation of the archive will follow the guidelines contained in
Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long Term Storage
(United Kingdom Institute for Conservation, 1990), Standards in the Museum
care of Archaeological Collections (Museums and Galleries Commission 1992),
and Archaeological Archives: A guide to best practice in creation, compilation,
transfer and curation (Brown 2007).

Archive contents

The archive will be quantified, ordered, and indexed. It will include:

e artefacts

e ecofacts

e project documentation — including plans, section drawings, context
sheets, registers, and specialist reports

e photographs (digital photographs will be stored on CD-ROM, and colour
printouts made of key features)

e aprinted copy of the Written Brief

e aprinted copy of the WSI

e aprinted copy of all reports

e aprinted copy of the OASIS form.

It is Oxford Archaeology Ltd's policy, in line with accepted practice, to keep
site archives (paper and artefactual) together wherever possible.

Transfer of ownership

The archaeological material and paper archive produced from this
investigation will be held in storage by OA East who will seek to transfer the
complete project archive to the Suffolk County Council Stores, in order to
facilitate future study and ensure long-term public access to the archive.

Where the landowner wishes to retain items recovered during excavation, all
selected artefacts will be fully drawn and photographed, identified, analysed,
documented and conserved in order to create a comprehensive catalogue of
items to be kept by the landowner before the remainder of the archive can be
deposited in the Suffolk County Council Stores. A written transfer of
ownership document will be forwarded to the SCC Archaeology Service before
the archive is deposited. In the unlikely event that artefacts of significant
monetary value are discovered, and if they are not subject to Treasure Act
legislation, separate ownership arrangements may be negotiated following
the creation of a comprehensive illustrated catalogue, as described above.
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8 TIMETABLE

8.1.1 Fieldwork is expected to take approximately 9 weeks to complete.

8.1.2 This timetable is based on a five-day week, working Monday to Friday. This
does not allow for delays caused by bad weather.

8.1.3 Post-excavation processing and assessment tasks will commence shortly after
excavation commences, to inform the excavation strategy and minimise time
required to prepare the final report after excavation is completed.

8.1.4 Post-excavation tasks will take a maximum of 6 months following the end of
fieldwork, unless there are exceptional discoveries requiring lengthier
analysis. Publication of the archive report will be completed within 2 years of
completing fieldwork.

8.1.5 The project archive will be deposited within 18 months of delivering the final
report, unless the SCCAS requires further excavation on the site.
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9 STAFFING AND SUPPORT

9.1 Fieldwork

9.11

9.1.2

9.13

The fieldwork team will be made up of the following staff:
e 1 x Project Manager (supervisory only, not based on site)
e 1 x Project Officer/Supervisor (full-time)

4 x Site Assistants (as required)

1 x Archaeological Surveyor

e 1 x Finds Assistant (part-time, as required)

e 1 x Environmental Assistant (part-time, as required)

The Project Manager will be Dr Matt Brudenell. Site work will be directed by
one of OAE's Project Officers (Louise Bush).

All Site Assistants will be drawn from a pool of qualified and experienced staff.
Oxford Archaeology East will not employ volunteer, amateur, or student staff,
whether paid or unpaid, except as an addition to the team stated above.

9.2 Post-excavation processing

9.21

9.2.2

9.2.3

9.24
9.2.5

9.2.6

We anticipate that the site may produce later prehistoric to medieval remains.
Environmental remains will also be sampled.

Pottery will be assessed by Dr Matt Brudenell (prehistoric), Alice Lyons
(Roman) and Dr Paul Spoerry (Saxon and medieval).

Environmental analysis will be carried out by OA East staff, in consultation
with the OA Environmental Department in Oxford. The results will be reported
to Historic England's Regional Scientific Advisor. Environmental analysis will be
undertaken by Rachel Fosberry (charred plant macrofossils, plant
macrofossils), Liz Stafford (land molluscs), and Denise Druce and Mairead
Rutherford (pollen analysis).

Faunal remains will be examined by Hayley Foster.

Conservation will be undertaken by Karen Barker (Antiquities Conservator),
and will be undertaken in accordance with guidelines issued by the Institute
for Conservation (ICON).

In the event that OA's in-house specialists are unable to undertake the work
within the time constraints of the project, or if other remains are found,
specialists from the list in the Appendix will be approached to carry out
analysis.
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10 OTHER MATTERS

10.1 Outreach and Public Engagement

10.11

10.2  Monitoring

10.2.1

10.2.2

10.3 Insurance

10.3.1

OA East will work with the Hopkins Homes communication team to help
deliver public benefit from the scheme relating to archaeology. This may take
the form of press releases, presentations or talks to local societies (the site is
adjacent to a construction site and is unsuitable for public tours). The results
of the excavation will be promoted via talks offered to the Saxmundham and
District Local History Society, Saxmundham County Primary School and/or
Saxmundham Free School.

The SCCAS will be given 10 days’ notice of the commencement of site works.
They will be informed appropriately of dates and arrangements to allow for
adequate monitoring of the works.

During the excavation, representatives of the CgMs, the Client, Oxford
Archaeology East and the SCCAS will meet on site to monitor the excavations,
discuss progress and findings to date, and excavation strategies to be
followed.

OA East is covered by Public and Employer’s Liability Insurance. The
underwriting company is Lloyds Underwriters, policy number CC004337.
Details of the policy can be supplied on request to the Oxford Archaeology
East office.

10.4 Chartered Institute for Archaeologists

10.4.1

Oxford Archaeology is a Registered Organisation with the Chartered Institute
for Archaeologists (CIfA), and is bound by CIfA By-Laws, Standards, and Policy.

10.5 Services, Public Rights of Way, Tree Preservation Orders etc.

10.5.1

10.5.2

10.5.3

The client will inform the project manager of any live or disused cables, gas
pipes, water pipes or other services that may be affected by the proposed
excavations before the commencement of fieldwork. Hidden cables/services
should be clearly identified and marked where necessary. If there are
overhead cables on the site or in the approachways, a survey must be
completed by the relevant authority before plant is taken onto site.

The client will likewise inform the project manager of any public rights of way
or permissive paths on or near the land which might affect or be affected by
the work.

The client will inform the Project Manager if the site is a Scheduled Ancient
Monument, Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), or any other type of
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10.6  Site Security

10.6.1

10.7 Access

10.7.1

designated site. The client will also inform the project manager of any trees
subject to Tree Preservation Orders, protected hedgerows, protected wildlife,
nesting birds, or areas of ecological significance within the site or on its
boundaries.

Unless previously agreed with the Project Manager in writing, this
specification and any associated statement of costs is based on the
assumption that the site will be sufficiently secure for archaeological work to
commence. All security requirements, including fencing, padlocks for gates
etc. are the responsibility of the client.

The client will secure access to the site for archaeological personnel and plant,
and obtain the necessary permissions from owners and tenants to place a
mobile office and portable toilet on or near to the site. Any costs incurred to
secure access, or incurred as a result of withholding of access will not be
Oxford Archaeology East's responsibility. The costs of any delays as a result of
withheld access will be passed on to the client in addition to the project costs
already specified.

10.8 Site Preparation

10.8.1

The client is responsible for clearing the site and preparing it so as to allow
archaeological work to take place without further preparatory works, and any
cost statement accompanying or associated with this specification is offered
on this basis. Unless previously agreed in writing, the costs of any preparatory
work required, including tree felling and removal, scrub or undergrowth
clearance, removal of concrete or hard standing, demolition of buildings or
sheds, or removal of excessive overburden, refuse or dumped material, will be
charged to the client, in addition to any costs for archaeological evaluation
already agreed.

10.9 Site offices and welfare

10.9.1

All site facilities — including welfare facilities, tool stores, mess huts, and site
offices — will be positioned to minimise disruption to other site users, and to
minimise impact on the environment (including buried archaeology).

10.10 Health and Safety, Risk Assessments

10.10.1

10.10.2

A risk assessment and method statement (RAMS) covering all activities to be
carried out during the lifetime of the project will be prepared before work
commences.

The risk assessment will conform to the requirements of health and safety
legislation and regulations, and will draw on OA East’s activity-specific risk
assessment literature.
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10.10.3  All aspects of the project, both in the field and in the office will be conducted
according to OA East’s Health and Safety Policy, Oxford Archaeology Ltd’s
Health and Safety Policy, and Health and Safety in Field Archaeology (J.L. Allen
and A. St John-Holt, 1997). A copy of Oxford Archaeology's Health and Safety
Policy can be supplied on request.
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11 APPENDIX: CONSULTANT SPECIALISTS

NAME

Allen, Leigh
Allen, Martin
Anderson, Sue
Bayliss, Alex
Biddulph, Edward
Bishop, Barry
Blinkhorn, Paul
Boardman, Sheila
Bonsall, Sandra
Booth, Paul
Boreham, Steve
Brown, Lisa
Cane, Jon
Champness, Carl
Cotter, John
Crummy, Nina
Cowgill, Jane
Darrah, Richard
Dickson, Anthony
Dodwell, Natasha
Donelly, Mike
Doonan, Roger

Druce, Denise

Drury, Paul

Evans, Jerry
Fletcher, Carole
Fosberry, Rachel
Foster, Hayley
Fryer, Val

Gale, Rowena
Geake, Helen
Gleed-Owen, Chris
Goffin, Richenda

Hamilton-Dyer, Sheila

SPECIALISM

Worked bone, CBM, medieval metalwork
Medieval coins

HSR, pottery and CBM

Cl4

Roman pottery

Lithics

Iron Age, Anglo-Saxon and medieval pottery
Plant macrofossils, charcoal

Plant macrofossils; pollen preparations
Roman pottery and coins

Pollen and soils/ geology

Prehistoric pottery

illustration & reconstruction artist

Snails, geoarchaeology
Medieval/post-Medieval finds, pottery, CBM
Small Find Assemblages
Slag/metalworking residues

Wood technology

Worked Flint

Osteologist

Flint

Slags, metallurgy

Pollen, charred plants, charcoal/wood
identification, sediment coring and
interpretation

CBM (specialised)

Roman pottery

Medieval pot, glass, small finds
Charred plant remains
Zooarchaeologist
Molluscs/environmental
Charcoal ID

Small finds

Herpetologist

Post-Roman pottery, building materials,
painted wall plaster

Fish and small animal bones

ORGANISATION
Oxford Archaeology
Fitzwilliam Museum
Suffolk County Council
English Heritage
Oxford Archaeology
Freelance

Freelance

Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Cambridge University
Oxford Archaeology
Freelance

Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Freelance

Freelance

Freelance

Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeologist
Oxford Archaeology

Oxford Archaeology

Freelance
Freelance
Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Freelance
Freelance

Freelance

Suffolk CC
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NAME

Howard-Davis, Chris

Hunter, Kath

Jones, Jenny

King, David

Locker, Alison

Loe, Louise

Lyons, Alice
Macaulay, Stephen
Masters, Pete
Middleton, Paul

Mould, Quita
Nicholson, Rebecca
Palmer, Rog
Percival, Sarah
Poole, Cynthia
Popescu, Adrian

Rackham, James
Riddler, lan

Robinson, Mark
Rowland, Steve
Rutherford, Mairead

Samuels, Mark
Scaife, Rob

Scott, lan

Sealey, Paul
Shafrey, Ruth
Smith, lan
Spoerry, Paul
Stafford, Liz
Strid, Lena
Tyers, lan

Ui Choileain, Zoe

Vickers, Kim

SPECIALISM

Small finds, Mesolithic flint, RB coarse pottery,

leather, wooden objects and wood technology;

Archaeobotany (charred, waterlogged and
mineralised plant remains)

Conservation

Window glass & lead
Fishbone

Osteologist

Late Iron Age/Roman pottery
Roman pottery

geophysics
Phosphates/garden history

[ronwork, leather

Fish and small mammal and bird bones, shell
Aerial photographs

Prehistoric pottery, quern stones
Multi-period finds, CBM, fired clay

Roman coins

Faunal and plant remains, can arrange pollen
analysis
Anglo-Saxon bone objects & related artefact

types
Insects

Faunal and human bone

Pollen, non-pollen palynomorphs,
dinoflagellate cysts, diatoms

Architectural stonework
Pollen

Roman, Medieval, post-medieval finds,
metalwork, glass

Iron Age pottery
Worked stone, com
Animal Bone
Medieval pottery
Snails

Animal bone
Dendrochronology
Human bone

Insects

ORGANISATION
Oxford Archaeology

Oxford Archaeology

ASUD, Durham
University

Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology

Cranfield University

Peterborough Regional

College

Oxford Archaeology
Air Photo Services
Freelance

Oxford Archaeology

Fitzwilliam Museum

Freelance

Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology

Freelance

Oxford Archaeology

Freelance

Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology
Oxford Archaeology

Oxford Archaeology
Sheffield University
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NAME SPECIALISM ORGANISATION
Wadeson, Stephen Samian, Roman glass Oxford Archaeology
Walker, Helen Medieval Pottery in the Essex area
Way, Twigs Medieval landscape and garden history Freelance
Webb, Helen Osteologist Oxford Archaeology
Willis, Steve Iron Age pottery
Young, Jane Medieval Pottery in the Lincolnshire area
Zant, John Coins Oxford Archaeology

Radiocarbon dating is normally undertaken for Oxford Archaeology East by SUERC and by the Oxford
University Accelerator Laboratory.

Geophysical prospection is normally undertaken by Magnitude Surveys Ltd.
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