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Summary

Between the 19th and 20th of August 2019, OA East undertook an
archaeological trial trench evaluation on land south of Wells Road,
Hindringham, Norfolk (TF 9797 3594). A total of four trenches were excavated.

The fieldwork identified archaeological features in three of the four trenches
in the middle and western parts of the site. The earliest phase of activity was
represented by a single ditch of probable late Iron Age date excavated in
Trench 4, which yielded a quantity of pottery and burnt flint from this period.

A later phase of medieval or post-medieval activity was revealed in the form
of a single ditch on the western edge of the site, which was present in Trenches
1 and 3. This feature was perpendicular to the modern road and generally
aligned with other boundaries in the surrounding landscape. Only small
fragments of undiagnostic pottery were recovered from the top fill of this
feature in Trench 1.

Overall, the trenching has confirmed the presence of archaeological remains
on the site. These remains date from the Iron Age and medieval/post-medieval
periods.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd vii 22 October 2019
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Scope of work

1.1.1 Oxford Archaeology East (OA East) was commissioned by Broadland Housing Group to
undertake a trial trench evaluation at the site of [insert type of scheme, if known, e.g.
a proposed new residential development land south of Wells Road, Hindringham,
Norfolk.

1.1.2 The work was undertaken to inform the Planning Authority in advance of a submission
of a Planning Application. A Brief was set by Norfolk County Council Historic
Environment Service (Percival 2019) and a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) was
produced by OA detailing the Local Authority’s requirements for work necessary to
inform the planning process (Gilmour 2019).

1.2 Location, topography and geology

1.2.1 The village of Hindringham is located in north Norfolk, approximately 8km northeast
of Fakenham, and 10km west of Holt. The settlement pattern of the village is relatively
dispersed, typical for this part of Norfolk.

1.2.2 The site itself consists of 1.4ha of relatively flat former agricultural land lying
approximately 64m OD, adjacent to Wells Road, and opposite the local primary school,
in the southern part of the village.

1.2.3 The bedrock geology of the site consists of Chalk, this is overlain by superficial deposits
of «clay, silt, sand and gravel of the Sheringham Cliffs Formation
(http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/viewer.html. Accessed
12th September 2019).

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 The following section is a description of the archaeological background of the site.
Where applicable the Norfolk Historic Environment Record (NHER) number is given in
brackets. A search of the NHER was commissioned, which formed the basis of this
background research.

1.4 Prehistoric

1.4.1 There is not a great deal of evidence for prehistoric activity in the area. However,
¢.300m to the north of the current site, the remains of three burnt mounds have been
recorded (NHER 37012). Burnt mounds are most often of Earlier Bronze Age date
(c.2500-1700 BC). Worked flints have also been found within vicinity of these burnt
mounds. A small number of additional worked flints were recovered during
fieldwalking (NHER 28001) in the field directly to the west of the burnt mounds.

1.5 Roman

1.5.1 Thereis some evidence of Roman activity in the area, although this is quite limited and
restricted to finds of pottery sherds. A single sherd of Roman pottery was found within

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 1 22 October 2019
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1.6

16.1

1.6.2

1.7

1.7.1

1.7.2

spoil excavated from a construction site immediately to the east of the current
proposed development (NHER 33792). In addition, Roman pottery sherds have been
found on the surface of a field c.600m to the north-west of the current site (NHER
28001).

Saxon and Medieval

When houses were built immediately to the east of the current site, the spoil removed
from site was found to contain sherds of Late Saxon and medieval pottery (NHER
33792). A test pit excavated immediately to the west of the site produced further
sherds of Anglo-Saxon and medieval pottery (NHER 54817).

The former site of Coldham Hall is located ¢.200m to the west of the proposed
development area (NHER 2103). This is the location of a medieval moated site. In
addition, Hindringham Hall is located c.650m to the north of the current site (NHER
2090). There are surviving parts of the 16th century hall on this site. These are located
within a medieval moat, with associated fish ponds. A medieval manor house is
thought to have occupied this site.

Modern

The remains of a 19th century tower mill is located c.150m to the south-east of the
current development area (NHER 15825). This mill was last used in 1904.

A World War Il pill box is located ¢.250m to the east of the site (NHER 30789), while a
second pillbox of similar date is located c.450m to the west and (NHER 16129).

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 2 22 October 2019
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2

2.1
2.11

2.2
2.2.1

2.2.2

2.23
2.2.4

2.2.5

2.2.6

AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

Aims

This evaluation sought to establish the character, date, state of preservation of
archaeological remains within the proposed development area. The scheme of works
aimed to:

i. establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains on the site,
characterise where they were found (location, depth and extent), and establish
the quality of preservation of any archaeology and environmental remains

ii. provide sufficient coverage to establish the character, condition, date and
purpose of any archaeological deposits

iii.  provide sufficient coverage to evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and
the possible presence of masking deposits

iv.  set results in the local, regional, and national archaeological context — and, in
particular, its wider cultural landscape and past environmental conditions

v. provide sufficient information to construct an archaeological mitigation
strategy, dealing with preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits,
working practices, timetables, and orders of cost.

Methodology

In accordance with the WSI (Gilmour 2019) a total of four trenches measuring 30m x
1.8m were excavated, representing a 5% sample across the development area.
Trenches 1 and 2 were shifted slightly southwards from their originally planned
locations due to the presence of a thick hedge on the northern boundary of the site,
which would have prevented the entirety of Trench 1 being excavated and meant that
Trench 2 would have blocked the access to site.

Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision with
an 8-ton 3602 mechanical excavator using 1.8m-wide toothless ditching bucket.

The site survey was carried out using a Leica GPS GS08 with SmartNET technology.

Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector. All metal-
detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than those
which were obviously modern.

All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA's pro-forma sheets.
Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and high
resolution digital photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.

A total of one environmental sample was taken to investigate the possible survival of
micro- and macro- botanical remains.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 3 22 October 2019
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3 RESULTS

3.1 Introduction and presentation of results

3.1.1 Descriptions of the ground conditions encountered, features identified and artefacts
recovered are given in this section. Further trench and context descriptions with
dimensions are given in Appendix A. Reports of the finds and environmental remains
recovered from the site are presented in Appendices B and C respectively. Figure 3
provides an overall plan of the results of the evaluation and Figure 4 shows the profiles
of the excavated sections.

3.2 General soils and ground conditions

3.2.1 The soil sequence in the trenches was varied. In the north and western parts of the
site, the natural geology of silty clay was overlain by a mid brownish grey clayey silt
subsoil between 0.06-0.11m thick, which in turn was overlain by a mid greyish brown
silty topsoil between 0.31-0.41m thick. However, in the southern and eastern parts of
the site the subsoil was absent.

3.2.2 Site conditions were mixed. Machine excavation was carried out in overcast
conditions, allowing exposed features to be identified clearly. However, very heavy
rainfall soon after the trenches had been excavated left standing water and a layer of
silt in all of the trenches. These were left to drain overnight, and features were then
re-cleaned by hand the following day once the trenches had drained.

3.3 General distribution of archaeological deposits

3.3.1 Archaeological features were present in Trenches 1, 3 and 4. Trench 2 was blank.

3.4 Trench1

3.4.1 Trench 1 was located in the northern part of the site and was orientated west-
northwest to east-southeast. A single ditch was exposed in the trench.

3.4.2 Ditch 10 was exposed running north-northeast to south-southwest across the western
end of the trench. It was 1.72m wide, 0.45m deep and contained three fills. The lowest
fill (11) was a mid greyish brown clayey silt, which contained no finds. The middle fill
(12) was a mid yellowish brown clayey silt, which contained no finds. This fill appeared
to have been a deliberate backfill with some redeposited natural. The uppermost fill
(13) was a mid greyish brown clayey silt, from which five fragments (0.005kg) of heavily
abraded undiagnostic pottery and a residual flint flake were recovered. This ditch
appeared to be a continuation of ditch 6 in Trench 3.

3.5 Trench3

3.5.1 Trench 3 was located in the western part of the site and was north-northeast to south-
southwest. A single ditch was exposed which ran along most of the length of the
trench.

3.5.2 Ditch 6 was exposed running north-northeast to south-southwest down most of the
length of the trench. The widest exposed part was 1.07m wide, 0.60m deep and
contained three fills. The lowest fill (11) was a mid greyish brown clayey silt, which

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 4 22 October 2019
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contained no finds. The middle fill (12) was a mid yellowish brown clayey silt, which
contained no finds. This fill appeared to be a deliberate backfill with some redeposited
natural. The uppermost fill (13) was a mid brownish grey clayey silt, which contained
no finds. This ditch appeared to be a continuation of ditch 10 in Trench 1.

3.6 Trench4

3.6.1 Trench 4 was located in the southern part of the site and was orientated east-
southeast to west-northwest. A single ditch was exposed in the trench.

3.6.2 Ditch 4 was exposed running northwest to southeast across the central part of the
trench. It contained a single fill (5) of mid greyish brown sandy silt. Twenty-six sherds
(0.152kg) of probable Late Iron Age pottery belonging to a single jar and six fragments
of burnt flint (including a burnt flake) were recovered from this fill. An environmental
sample yielded only a very small amount of charcoal.

3.7 Finds summary

3.7.1 Asingle post-medieval copper alloy jetton (SF1) was recovered from the topsoil spoil
heaps alongside Trench 4. As a single object, this is likely to be a casually lost item or
perhaps scattered on the field during manuring.

3.7.2 Asingle residual prehistoric flint flake was recovered from fill (13) of ditch 10.

3.7.3 Six fragments of burnt flint were recovered from fill (5) of ditch 4.

3.7.4 Twenty-six sherds (0.152kg) of probable Late Iron Age pottery belonging to a single jar
was recovered from fill (5) of ditch 4. This quantity may suggest contemporary rubbish
deposition into the ditch and therefore the possibility of nearby settlement.

3.7.5 Five fragments (0.005kg) of heavily abraded pottery was recovered from fill (13) of
ditch 10. The small size of the fragments suggests this material has probably washed
into the top of the ditch after being scattered on the surrounding fields through
manuring. None of these fragments are diagnostic or closely datable.

3.7.6 A single environmental sample was taken, from fill (5) of ditch 4. This sample yielded

only a very small amount of charcoal.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 5 22 October 2019
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4 DISCUSSION

4.1 Reliability of field investigation

4.1.1 Archaeological features, distinguished by their brown and grey fills, were clearly visible
against the natural geology. Despite problems with standing water and silting of the
trenches on the first day, all features had been identified and clearly marked before
this occurred, which allowed them to be cleaned and excavated once the trenches had
drained.

4.1.2 For the reasons stated above, the results of the evaluation are considered to have a
good level of reliability.

4.2 Evaluation objectives and results

4.2.1 The aim of this investigation was to establish the character, date and state of
preservation of archaeological remains within the proposed development area, as
described in the WSI (Gilmour 2019).

4.2.2 The trial trenching of the site exposed two archaeological features. The lack of subsoil
in the southern and eastern parts of the site suggests that any features in this area
may have been subject to a higher degree of plough truncation. However, in the
northern and western parts of the site, the presence of subsoil suggests plough
truncation here may have been more limited.

4.3 Interpretation

4.3.1 The probable Iron Age ditch exposed in Trench 4 is notable in that it is on a different
alignment to the modern landscape. This ditch therefore suggests the possibility of the
remains of an earlier, Late Iron Age field system extending across the wider area.

4.3.2 The ditch exposed in Trenches 1 and 3 aligns with the current landscape, at a right-
angle away to Wells Road. This ditch possibly represents a field or property boundary
created through the piecemeal enclosure of open fields on the land behind an area of
common-edge settlement in the later medieval or post-medieval periods. The 1817
enclosure award map of the parish (NRO C/Sca 2/153) shows a series of properties
immediately to the east of the site with boundaries on the same alignment. It is
possible that this ditch represents a westward continuation of this network of property
divisions, but one that was perhaps removed before the map was produced.

4.4 Significance

4.4.1 The Late Iron Age ditch, and the quantity of pottery and burnt flint contained within
it, suggests occupation of this period in the vicinity, and it is significant that no other
Iron Age material has previously been recorded in the area surrounding the site.
However, with such a small site it is difficult to state for certain whether any further
remains are likely to lie within the bounds of the development area.

4.4.2 The later ditch attests to agricultural activity on site over the course of the medieval
and post-medieval periods, with the pottery recovered from the ditch most probably
having resulted manuring of the surrounding fields. This activity correlates with other
medieval finds recorded from the surrounding area and together suggests that the

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 6 22 October 2019
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common-edge settlement (a short distance to the west of the site) was present in the
medieval period, with the fields to the east of this (including the development site)
possibly under arable use.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 7 22 October 2019
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APPENDIX A TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY
Trench 1
General description Orientation WNW-ESE
Trench contained a single ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil | Length (m) 30
overlying natural geology of silty clay. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.52
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1 Layer | - 0.41 Topsoil - -
2 Layer | - 0.11 Subsoil - -
3 Layer | - - Natural - -
10 Cut 1.72 0.45 Cut of ditch - Med/P.Med
11 Fill 1.52 0.20 Fill of ditch - Med/P.Med
12 Fill 1.37 0.22 Fill of ditch - Med/P.Med
13 Fill 1.14 0.08 Fill of ditch Flint, Pottery Med/P.Med
Trench 2
General description Orientation NNE-SSW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil overlying natural | Length (m) 30
geology of sandy silt. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.35
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.35 Topsoil - -
3 Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 3
General description Orientation NNE-SSW
Trench contained a single ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil | Length (m) 30
overlying natural geology of silty clay. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.44
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.38 Topsoil - -
2 Layer - 0.06 Subsoil - -
3 Layer - - Natural - -
6 Cut 1.07 0.60 Cut of ditch - Med/P.Med
7 Fill 0.68 0.14 Fill of ditch - Med/P.Med
8 Fill 0.93 0.34 Fill of ditch - Med/P.Med
9 Fill 1.07 0.13 Fill of ditch - Med/P.Med
©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 8 22 October 2019
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Trench 4
General description Orientation ESE-
WNW
Trench contained a single ditch. Consists of topsoil overlying | Length (m) 30
natural geology of silty clay. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.31
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1 Layer - 0.31 Topsoil - -
3 Layer - - Natural - -
4 Cut 1.45 0.45 Cut of ditch - Late Iron
Age
5 Fill 1.45 0.45 Fill of ditch Pottery, burnt | Late Iron
flint Age
©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 9 22 October 2019
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APPENDIX B FINDS REPORTS

B.1

Metalwork

By Thomas Lucking

Introduction and Methodology

B.1.1

B.1.2

A single post-medieval copper alloy jetton was recovered from the topsoil excavated
from Trench 4. The object has suffered a degree of corrosion and abrasion as a result
of movement within what was previously an arable field, but is well-preserved enough
to allow full identification.

Systematic metal detecting was carried out on the excavated spoil of all evaluation
trenches using an XP Deus metal detector running at a frequency of approximately
11khz. Pre-excavation survey of the trench footprints was not possible due to the
height of the vegetation on site. All archaeological features were detected once
exposed.

Assemblage — Coins and Tokens

B.1.3

SF 1 is a post-medieval copper alloy jetton of the ‘Venus Penny’ type, dating from the
late 15th to mid 16th century. The obverse depicts the Austro-Burgundian shield in
five parts surrounded by an illegible legend. The reverse depicts a woman (Venus)
holding a spray of three flowers, with a bird in raised right hand and a large petalled
flower by her feet, and in her lower left hand she holds a pot from which she waters
flowers in the field, all surrounded by an illegible legend. The jetton is pierced above
the head of Venus, perhaps suggesting it was used as a pendant. It measures 30.13mm
in diameter, 0.82mm in thickness, and 2.30g in weight. A similar example from London
is recorded on the Portable Antiquities Scheme database (ref: LON-5AFODC).

Discussion

B.1.4 This single object is of limited archaeological significance, most likely representing a

casually lost item or having been scattered on the field through manuring.

Retention, dispersal or display

B.1.5

Should further work be undertaken, the jetton should be incorporated into any later
catalogue and should be retained for archive deposition.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 10 22 October 2019



>

oxford

Land south of Wells Road, Hindringham, Norfolk 1

B.2 Flint
By Ro Booth

Introduction and Methodology

B.2.1 Aflint flake (0.010kg) and six small pieces of burnt flint (0.018kg) were recovered from
the evaluation.

Discussion

B.2.2 The potentially late Neolithic or Bronze Age flint flake recovered from fill 13 of ditch
10 is made from semi-opaque brown flint. It retains a small amount of worn cortex at
its proximal end and is hinged, indicating some difficulty in knapping. The flake is edge
damaged despite its fresh appearance and is likely to be residual in this context.

B.2.3 Five of the six burnt flints recovered from fill 5 of ditch 4 are unworked, whilst one
appears to be a burnt flake.

Significance

B.2.4 This assemblage is of limited significance owing to its small size. No further work is
required.

B.3 Pottery
By Carole Fletcher with Iron Age pottery identified by Nicholas Gilmour

Introduction and Methodology

B.3.1 Archaeological works produced a small assemblage of abraded and moderately
abraded pottery (31 sherds weighing 0.157kg), recovered from a ditch in Trench 1 and
a ditch in Trench 4.

B.3.2 The Prehistoric Ceramics Research Group (PCRG), Study Group for Roman Pottery
(SGRP), and The Medieval Pottery Research Group (MPRG), 2016 A Standard for
Pottery Studies in Archaeology and the MPRG A guide to the classification of medieval
ceramic forms (MPRG 1998) act as standards. However, a simplified method of
recording has been undertaken, with fabric, basic description, weight and count
recorded in the text. The pottery and archive are curated by Oxford Archaeology East
until formal deposition or dispersal.

B.3.3 Trench 1: Ditch 10 produced five abraded fragments of pottery (0.005kg), mostly thin
walled undiagnostic body sherds. A reduced sandy coarseware body sherd (0.001kg),
a sooted, reduced, fine quartz and occasional mica tempered body sherd (0.001kg).
Two thin walled oxidised (dull red) fine sandy ware sherds (0.002kg), heavily sooted
internally and a thicker walled reduced sandy ware with a browner external surface (<
0.001kg). None of the sherds are diagnostic, are not closely datable and could be
Roman coarsewares or early medieval wares.
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B.3.4 Trench 4: Ditch 4 produced 26 moderately abraded body sherds (0.152kg) from a
handmade vessel, possibly a jar, tentatively dated to the Late Iron Age, 100 BC- AD 43.
The fabric is an oxidised quartz tempered matrix (fine and coarse quartz white, iron
stained and clear) with occasional coarse flint up to 5mm. Some fire clouding has
occurred, resulting in mixed surface colour, although the sherds are mainly 5YR 4/6
yellowish red, sometimes with a paler core, mostly with dark surfaces (2.5Y2.5/1
black). There is slight burnishing on the external surface of one or two sherds and a
single sherd has traces of impressed or incised, possibly annular, decoration.

B.3.5 The pottery presentin Trench 1 has undergone considerable reworking and is undated,
its deposition very probably the result of a manuring scatter. Trench 4 produced a small
assemblage of Late Iron Age, 100 BC-AD 43 pottery, that may originate in rubbish
deposition from settlement, possibly deliberate rubbish deposition into the ditch as it
went out of use. The pottery was recovered alongside fragments of burnt flint.

Retention, dispersal or display

B.3.6 Should further work be undertaken, the pottery should be incorporated into any later
catalogue. Further work is likely to produce additional pottery, although the sherds are
likely to be sparsely distributed. The sherds should be retained for archive deposition.
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APPENDIX C ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS

C1

Environmental Remains

By Martha Craven

Introduction

C1l1

One bulk sample was taken from a feature within the evaluated area south of Wells
Road, Hindringham, Norfolk in order to assess the quality of preservation of plant
remains and their potential to provide useful data as part of further archaeological
investigations. The sample was taken from a feature encountered within Trench 4
from a deposit that is thought to be Late Iron Age in date.

Methodology

C1.2

The total volume (14L) of the sample was processed by tank flotation using modified
Siraf-type equipment for the recovery of preserved plant remains, dating evidence and
any other artefactual evidence that might be present. The floating component (flot) of
the sample was collected in a 0.3mm nylon mesh and the residue was washed through
10mm, 5mm, 2mm and a 0.5mm sieve.

C.1.3 The dried flot was scanned using a binocular microscope at magnifications up to x 60
and an abbreviated list of the recorded remains are presented in Table 1.
Quantification
C.1.4 For the purpose of this initial assessment, items such as seeds and cereal grains have
been scanned and recorded qualitatively according to the following categories:
#=1-5, ## = 6-25, ### = 26-100, #### = 100+ specimens
C.1.5 Items that cannot be easily quantified such as charcoal and molluscs have been scored
for abundance
+ = occasional, ++ = moderate, +++ = frequent, ++++ = abundant
Results
C.1.6 Sample 1, fill 5 of ditch 4 (Trench 4) contains only a small quantity of charcoal (<1ml)
and a large quantity of rootlets. The large quantity of rootlets could suggest that the
charcoal in this sample is intrusive.
C.1.7 No artefacts were recovered from this sample.
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Table 1: Environmental sample

Discussion

C.1.8 The recovery of only a small quantity of charcoal suggests that there is limited
potential for the preservation of plant remains in this site, although this statement is
based on only one sample.

C.1.9 If further excavation is planned for this area, it is recommended that environmental
sampling is carried out in accordance with Historic England guidelines (2011).
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