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SUMMARY

The Museum of Lancashire has devised proposalptiata and improve facilities
within the museum, which is situated on Stanleg@&frPreston (NGR SD 5474 2965).
The aim is to improve physical and intellectualesscto the building and collections
of the museum. This will include renewal of disgagnd the upgrading of the
disabled access and visitor facilities, as wellemecorating. To aid the work proposed
at the Museum of Lancashire, a Heritage Lotteryd=({LF) grant is being applied
for. This report takes the form of a Conservatigat&nent, prepared to accompany
the application.

The Museum of Lancashire is housed within a Grddbsted building that was
originally Preston Court House, with many origifi@atures still retained. However,
the lack of investment in the past twenty years tegsilted in the museum displays
and decoration becoming outdated and appearind. firee current visitor facilities
are inadequate, affecting the overall visitor eigere. The redevelopment scheme
therefore includes proposals to: create a new rfwititional Welcome Gallery, with
displays presenting an overview of the County ofidashire and other heritage sites
across the County; redisplay the Queens Lancastegimental galleries to create
World War One, and War and Peace galleries; realyspther gallery and corridor
areas to tell new stories relating to the Countiatitee, Archaeology, History of the
building, and Law and Order; improve signage andndation around the building;
provide drop-in IT facilities for research purpgsasd make improvements to DDA
(Disability Discrimination Act) compliancy.

The Conservation Statement includes a section®@higitorical background of Preston
and of the Court House building. This comprisedearsh of both published and
unpublished records held by the Historic Environtrieacord (HER) in Preston, the
Lancashire County Record Office in Preston, andatfobives and library held at the
Harris Library and at OA North. A visual assessmeat also made of the historic
fabric of the building, comprising both a writtemda photographic survey of the
building. This was to provide a lasting record lbé tmuseum, prior to the intended
programme of alterations and renovations.

The statement identified a number of issues thatine be addressed, ranging from
the condition of the building, to the collectionshiited at the museum. These issues
have been developed into outline policies, whiobusthinform and integrate with the
future management of the museum.

For the use of the Museum of Lancashire © OA North: November 2008
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1. INTRODUCTION

11

111

1.1.2

1.1.3

CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

The Museum of Lancashire has devised proposalspttata and improve
facilities within the museum, which is situated Stanley Street in Preston
(NGR SD 5474 2965). The aim is to improve physeadl intellectual access
to the building and collections of the museum, \whidll include renewal of

displays and the upgrading of the disabled acceds/itor facilities, as well

as redecorating. The regeneration of the museunidwepresent an important
element of several schemes that are presently lmeingidered to improve the
cultural status of Preston, including the Prestathebarn Regeneration
Project, which lies a short distance to the weshefMuseum of Lancashire. It
is envisaged that the proposed improvements tonilgeum will enable it to

provide a gateway to heritage sites and informaditnoss the county.

The Museum of Lancashire is housed within a Gradlstéd building that was
originally Preston Court House, with many origirfaehtures still retained.
However, the lack of investment in the past 20 yelaas resulted in the
museum displays and decoration becoming out-dafée. current visitor
facilities are inadequate, affecting the overallsiter experience. The
improvement scheme is intended to:

» create a new multi-functional Welcome Gallery, whiwill serve as a
retail, café and information point for visitors,tidisplays presenting an
overview of the history of Lancashire, and whiclgngiosts visitors to
other heritage sites across the county;

* redisplay the Queen’s Lancashire Regimental galeto create World
War One, and War and Peace galleries;

* redisplay gallery and corridor areas to tell newrist relating to the
County Palatine, archaeology, history of the buaigliand law and order;

* improve signage and orientation around the building
» provide drop-in IT facilities for research purpasasd

* make improvements to Disability Discrimination A@DA) compliancy
including: reorganisation of the toilet block toeate a new DDA
compliant disabled persons WC; installation of et@uc doors to the
main entrance; and creation of a ramp to enablesacbetween ground
floor levels.

To aid the work proposed at the Museum of LancastdrHeritage Lottery
Fund (HLF) grant is being applied for. This Consgion Statement is
intended to inform and support that funding appiara

For the use of the Museum of Lancashire © OA North: November 2008
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1

211

2.1.2

2.1.3

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The aim of this Conservation Statement isravide information to the HLF
to help assess the significance of the heritagetast the Museum of
Lancashire and to determine the impact of the wegoworks. The
Conservation Statement also seeks to demonsttanly funding granted for
the proposed refurbishment and redevelopment wavkk benefit the
conservation of the museum for both the short amg) fterm. The principal
aim of the Conservation Statement is to ensure ttatsignificance of the
Museum of Lancashire is retained in any redevelopraad refurbishment of
the building. The objectives of the Conservatitet&nent are:

* to provide information to HLF with regards to theyrsficance of the
heritage assets;

» to carry out an impact assessment of the propagelelopment scheme
and advise as appropriate on suitability;

» to demonstrate that the proposed refurbishmentradevelopment work
will benefit the conservation of the museum in btk short and long
term;

* to demonstrate that the proposed redevelopment woltk contribute
towards work relating to access, learning and engyt; and

* toinform future management and care of the mudewitding.

Due to the nature of the monument and thegsexb work, the Conservation
Statement will address the following issues:

* the preservation and promotion of the Grade Il dind, and its
development from Sessions House to museum;

» the assessment and development of the recreadodatesearch potential
of the museum;

» the management of the conservation of the buildamg, any problems not
yet perceived,;

» the management of the preservation of the histabdc over recreational
demands; and

» the physical condition, public access, orientationterpretation and
display of the building and contents.

In particular, the Conservation Statement will &drtwo main issues: the
historical background and significance of the séeg an assessment of the
historic fabric of the building.

For the use of the Museum of Lancashire © OA North: November 2008
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2.2

221

2.2.2

2.2.3

224

LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK

Listed Buildings: under Section | of the Planning (Listed Buildingad
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 the Secretary of Statdational Heritage is
required to compile lists of special architectualhistoric interest on advice
from English Heritage (EH). Listed buildings areasdified in Grades
according to their importance and are afforded qmiddn as a means of
planning control. Therefore, such buildings canbetdemolished, altered or
extended in a way that would affect its architezfusr historic character
unless listed building consent has been obtained fthe local planning
authority. Similarly, unlisted buildings in consation areas are also protected
from demolition without consent. The local planniagthority would consult
EH prior to granting permission for listed buildimgnsent or conservation
area consent. The Museum of Lancashire is a Gradasted building
(392166); the listing is provided in full iAppendix 1 The listing states that
the building forms a group with the prison anneatso Grade Il Listed
(392165), therefore the listing for this building also provided. St Mary’s
Church (392154) is also part of the museum sithoabh outwith the
refurbishment area, and the listing for this bunidiis also included in
Appendix 1

Planning Policy Context:in order to be able to consider the restrictions or
requirements for the proposed development, it es®ary to understand the
relevant policies, both at a national and localeleWlanning policy at a
national level is provided bflanning Policy Guidance Note 15 (PPG15):
Planning and the Historic EnvironmeDepartment of Environment 1994).
The local planning policy is provided by the deyetent plan, in this case,
the Regional Spatial Strategy, the Lancashire &tracPlan and the Preston
Local Plan.

National Planning Policy:PPG15 was formally issued in September 1994. It
contains guidance on the identification and pradecbf historic buildings,
conservation areas and other elements of the lustavironment. Its overall
aim is to balance the need for development withptteeection of the historic
environment. Accordingly, new development shouldcbesidered in relation
to its impact upon any features of historic impoce Developers are
encouraged to consult with the local planning axtyand other statutory
bodies at any early stage for development propdbalsmay affect historic
sites, particularly those affecting Statutory Desigd sites (conservation
areas and listed buildings). PPG15 includes a rafigmnsiderations, which
should be taken into account when a proposed deweldot has the potential
to affect a listed building.

Regional Spatial StrategyThe North West Regional Assembly submitted the
Draft Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) for the Ndwest of EnglandThe
North West Plahnin January 2006. An independent panel held anrixation

in Public (EiP), regarding the draft plan. The EilPeéport was published in
May 2007, and provided recommendations for chatgeke draft plan. The
Secretary of State has now considered the EiP'srirgmd, in March 2008,
published theProposed Changes to the North West of England’sntewl
Draft Regional Spatial Strategy (R$S$)r further consultation. Policy EM1

For the use of the Museum of Lancashire © OA North: November 2008
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(C), Integrated Enhancement and Protection of thgidd’'s Environmental

Assets, deals with the historic environment, aradest that plans, strategies,
proposals and schemes should protect, conserveeahdnce the historic
environment, supporting conservation-led regenamatireas rich in historic

interest.

2.2.5 Joint Lancashire Structure Plan (Lancashire Countyouncil, 2006b):

2.2.6

2.2.7

Policy 21: Lancashire’s Natural and Man-made Hgatasection of the

Structure Plan sets out a hierarchy of designatansternational, national,

regional, county and local importance. The strohiga®l| of protection will be

afforded to heritage resources of international mational importance (listed
buildings are considered to be of national imparédn Sites, areas and
features of heritage importance will be conservad, avhere appropriate,
enhanced by taking account of:

* their rarity, vulnerability, antiquity or compleyit

» their contribution to the county network of sitesdafeatures, to the
character of their location and setting, and toiomal and county
biodiversity; and

* positive opportunities afforded by development tte conservation,
management or enhancement of heritage resources.

The underlying principle of this policy is that, asminimum, there should be
‘no net loss’ of environmental value arising fromyalevelopment. The policy
also looks to harness the development process #&srce for positive
conservation of heritage assets.

Preston Local Plan (Kuit 2004)Policy C6: Alteration of Listed Buildings -
states that consent will be given for alterationsxdensions to listed buildings
provided that they:

» preserve the special character of the building;

e are appropriate in design, siting, scale, matedat$ colours to the rest of
the building and its setting;

* retain the special features of the building, baterinal and external; and

* minimise any adverse effects on the layout of theldimg and its
associated spaces, or its historic or architectntatest.

For the use of the Museum of Lancashire © OA North: November 2008
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2.3 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - SOURCES

2.3.1 The principal sources of information consulted dgrthe compilation of the
historical background were primary documents rnetpatio the Museum of
Lancashire building, historical maps of the sital ars immediate vicinity,
together with published and unpublished secondauyces.

2.3.2 Lancashire Historic Environment Record (HER)the Lancashire County
Historic Environment Record (HER) held in Prestaras consulted for the
listed designation of the Museum of Lancashire ding, the former
Governor’'s House at the prison, and St Mary’'s Chuiw the east of the
former Court House.

2.3.3 Lancashire County Record Office, Preston (LRO):ancashire County
Record Office in Preston was visited to examineliphbd and manuscript
maps relating to the location of the Museum of lasiire. Primary
documents and secondary published sources wereatsaolted.

2.3.4 Harris Museum: the Local Studies library in the Harris Museum was
consulted to examine secondary published sources plwotographs. The
museum'’s photo collection was also searched fdoigsphotographs of the
former Court House.

2.3.5 Oxford Archaeology North:OA North has an extensive archive of secondary
sources, as well as numerous unpublished cliemrten work carried out
both as OA North and in its former guise of LaneastUniversity
Archaeological Unit (LUAU). These were consultedemdnnecessary.

2.4 HISTORIC FABRIC ASSESSMENT

2.4.1 Descriptive Recordwritten records using OA Northro-formarecord sheets
were made of all principal building elements, botternal and external, as
well as any features of historical or architectusanificance. Particular
attention was also paid to the relationship betwberearliest and latest parts
of the building, especially those that would shdwit development and any
alterations. These records are essentially des@jmlthough interpretation is
carried out on site as required.

2.4.2 Photographs:photographs were taken using a high resolutiontadiformat
(10MP) camera. The photographic archive consisbotf general shots of the
former Court House, as well as shots of specitthig¢ectural details.

For the use of the Museum of Lancashire © OA North: November 2008
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3. BACKGROUND

3.1
3.1.1

3.2
3.2.1

SITE LOCATION

The Museum of Lancashire is situated to the noast-ef Stanley Street,
which lies on the east side of Preston city centegcashire (NGR SD 5474
2965). The former Court House, in which the pulaliea of the museum is
located, is bounded to the north by Preston Prigoghort distance to the
south is Pennine House, a modern ‘T’-shaped offloek. To the east, the
former Court House is joined by an elevated glassidor to a former TA
Centre, now used as offices and stores. St Marytgah, also part of the
museum complex and used currently as Lancashirentg€oCouncil’'s
Conservation Centre, is located to the east oktheddings.

Plate 1: Aerial view showing the former Court Howsglined in red, with the Museum
Headquarters and St Mary’s church to the east, gedprison to the north

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Medieval Period:the regional significance of Preston at the tinfetle
Norman Conquest in 1066 is attested by its posiisnthe head of the
Amounderness Hundred (Farrer and Brownbill 1912)9%he Hundred (the
territorial delimitation that preceded the borough)first recorded in King
Aethelstan’s gift of land to St Peter's Church iork, datedc 930 (Fishwick
1900, 10). At the time of the Domesday survey i186,0the Hundred was
registered as part of Yorkshire, a legacy of itsthambrian heritage, being
held prior to the Conquest by the ill-fated EarlsioWilliam the Conqueror
bestowed the territory upon Roger de Poitou. Préstpart in the resistance

For the use of the Museum of Lancashire © OA North: November 2008
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3.2.2

3.2.3

3.24

3.2.5

against Norman rule and its subsequent suppressiggnbe suggested by the
Domesday record of ‘few inhabitants’ and ‘wastedns’ (op cit, 11).

The early settlement at Preston appears to have beetred around the
church of St John the Divine, which was not recdriobethe Domesday survey
but may predate the Norman Conquest (Farrer andidntl 1912). The first
reference to the church was in 1094, at which tiwas dedicated to St
Wilfred; the name ‘St John’ may only have becomsagmted with the church
in the late sixteenth century following the refotioa, although there are
suggestions that the current name may date torgsasathe thirteenth century
(Hewitson 1883). Although the medieval church appéahave been replaced
by a later building in the sixteenth century, thmuth-eastern side of the
original church enclosure may have been preseryethé line of Shepherd
Street (Lancashire County Council 2006a, 18).

Preston was granted borough status in a chartdreokarly twelfth century,
issued by Roger de Poitou (Knight 1986), and wdea borough that was
governed by an elected body drawn from the Burgessgher than falling

under manorial control (Fishwick 1900). This borbugould have been
contrived as a planned settlement consisting afublé row of burgage plots
and dwellings extending from the co-axial frontagd~ishergate and Church
Street (Lancashire County Council 2006a, 19). Tdstexn town barr, or gate,
stood approximately at the junction of the currédlurch Street and
Manchester Road, and survived until the seventeeetitury (Hardwick

1857). Following Roger de Poitou’s part in the tetwe against Henry 1, the
borough, part of the Honour of Lancaster, was fafeto the Crown. The
Honour remained under royal control until its alidan during the Wars of
the Roses in the fifteenth century.

One of the earliest market places in Preston, plyssiating to the twelfth
century, may have been situated in the area whisteeilgate and Church
Street merge, before being relocated to the ndrthishergate, to the south
end of the current Market Place (Fishwick 1900)e Town hall stood at the
southern side of the market place until at least71&nd a row of butcher’s
shops stood below the hall, while the Market Ple@etained the Buttercross
and Market Cross (Hewitson 1883). Documentary exddeshows that in the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries the town hostetherous traders and
craftsmen, such as chaloners, millers, saddlersersp wrights, tailors, smiths,
and tavern-keepers (Hunt 1992). The wealthy statube borough was also
supported by the import and export of goods that @rmabled by the growth of
the port on the River Ribble, which appears to Hasen a recognised asset in
the fourteenth century (Lancashire County Coun@iléa, 19).

In the early fourteenth century, the town was stthije sporadic Scottish raids
and was razed in 1322. Preston later fell to thragas of the bubonic plaque,
with outbreaks recorded in the town and its enwrom 1349-50, 1361 and
1369 (Hunt 2003, 31-2). Towards the end of the meiperiod the textile
trade in wool and linen had become establishechéentown and, by 1720,
cloth production was the largest profession in lth@lity (Hunt 2003, 49).
This legacy was to have a profound effect upontBnés development as it
entered the era of the Industrial Revolution.

For the use of the Museum of Lancashire © OA North: November 2008
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3.2.6 Post-medieval Period: Preston emerged as a prosperous legal and
administrative centre in the seventeenth and eggtiitecenturies, attracting the
residences of local aristocracy and professiondisrgan 1990, 27). It was
also a focus for conflict; during the English CiWlar, battles were fought in
and around the town. During the First Civil Warg8&ton was taken by the
Parliamentarians in February 1643, to be recapthyethe Cavaliers in June
of that year (Hunt 2003, 35-6). Following the fireihgagement, the
Parliamentarian forces strengthened the defence®re$ton, which had
reputedly comprised brick wall fortifications, alilgh no evidence of these
walls has been found (Lancashire County Council620®2). A second
confrontation took place during the Second Civil Wahen the Battle of
Preston was fought on #August 1648. A Royalist force, commanded by the
Marquis of Langdale, was stationed on Ribbleton Mawothe vicinity of the
later Fulwood Barracks, to protect the east flafkadarger army of Scots
raised by the Duke of Hamilton. At the time of thattle, Hamilton’s force,
marching south to meet the King, was dispersedsaceo wide swathe of
Lancashire. Cromwell's Parliamentarian forces apphed from Wetherby
and attacked the Scots at a vulnerable crossingt @ the River Ribble.
Fighting was widespread across the region, an®Rdyalists were driven back
through Preston. In the night and day manoeuvrasfttiowed, the Royalist
cause was destroyed and dispersed across the Mkidlddamilton and
Langdale were both captured and eventually behefidactdwick 1882). A
hoard of sixteenth and seventeenth century sile@énscfound on Fulwood
Moor in 1812 may be considered a reflection of ¢éltsenomic and political
insecurity felt in the region in the period (Tayl®66, 47-8).

3.2.7 Another conflict was fought around the Preston ems during the Jacobite
Rebellion of 1715. A Scottish force took the town September 1715, and
proclaimed for ‘James III' on®™®November. Following the intervention of an
English army there was house-to-house fighting he town before the
Jacobites surrendered (Hunt 2003, 36-7).

3.2.8 Although the town did not expand far beyond the el boundaries in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, developmiénnwhe town altered its
medieval character (Lancashire County Council 2008). The medieval
burgage plots were subdivided and poorer dwellingge often situated
behind the facade that fronted Fishergate and ®h@&teet ipid); this
development would have been restricted to the Fgsite, Church Street, and
Friargate area of the town. The limited expansiegomd the medieval town
footprint comprised ribbon-development at the easend of Church Street,
on Tithebarn Street and Lord Street (OA North 200He development of
Preston during the seventeenth century includectéetion of well-built and
fashionable brick and stone houses to cater fottimeaccupants, such as the
earl of Derby who owned Patten House (located amately on the east
side of the modern day Pole Street) from 1688 (H992).

3.2.9 The Industrial Revolution brought dramatic changéteston. The town had
become a principal corn-milling centre by the laighteenth century, but by
1857 was a centre for cotton production, with 7&ilke mills having been
constructed in the vicinity (Dickinson 2002). Marmurgesses were also

For the use of the Museum of Lancashire © OA North: November 2008
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involved with other aspects of the textile industigyond the cotton industry,
through their interests in wool, flax, and linendahe trade in Irish linen had
been a factor in the local economy since at le8481jbid). Cloth merchants
began to build weaving cottages in the late eigtiteeentury, including
houses with cellar loomshops in Mount Pleasant dmgher quality
accommodation, featuring separate loomshops, witsbiyuthe Horrockses at
New Hall Lane ipid). Powered mills were first built in Preston froni7¥
(ibid) although, as they predated the widespread inttomu of mechanical
looms (Jones 1996, 233), hand weaving remained laeddaand skilled
occupation, as demonstrated by the investment averé cottages.

3.2.10 The application of steam power to textile manufantuin Preston in the late
eighteenth century was enabled by the supply df fcoam Wigan, which had
become available with the opening of the River DasidNavigation in 1742
(Clarke 1994, 43). The first power looms were idtrced in 1824 and, by
1856, 37 of the 75 mills in Preston were engagedoth spinning and
weaving, with a further 23 being used solely foawiag (Dickinson 2002). In
addition to cotton mills, flax mills were also pess in Preston, although by
1856 only two flax mills and one worsted manufaetuemainedibid). John
Horrocks was one of the most successful mill owner®reston, with the
company owning ten mills by 1862, having become Lhegest textile
manufacturer in the town, and one of the most irtgmrin Lancashire (OA
North forthcoming).

3.2.11 To meet the new demand for labour instigated by itidlustrial growth in the
nineteenth century, the population of Preston edpdrfrom 10,000 in 1800,
to 70,000 in 1850, and 110,000 in 1900 (Hunt 2083, Such population
trends necessitated unprecedented urban expansiorEngland’s new
industrial centres (Plate 2), with terraced houdmgt to accommodate the
workers and their families. Quality of life deterated as disease manifested in
the densely packed working-class residential areas| infant mortality
increased (Morgan 1990). This was matched by hazamdthe factory,
emanating from dangerous machinery, long workingirfioand irregular
employment. Social deprivation and resentment agasuch conditions
resulted in sporadic revolts amongst the workerChartist movement was
formed in Preston in the 1830s, and organisedestri@llowed in 1838 (Hunt
1992, 184). In the Preston region, gatherings virmguently centred on the
Moor, with demands for increased wages and impraverking conditions.
The military and police were frequently employeddisperse such uprisings,
which occasionally turned violent and forced thesare of mills ipid).
Martello towers were built on the corners of thesgmn walls in 1832 to
prevent attacks (Pollard 1882, 133). In 1842, 12rG$t protestors were shot
in Preston by the military that invoked the RiottAElunt 1992, 184). The
following year, work was begun on the constructidr-ulwood Barracks on
the Moor: its siting is unlikely to have been codental. The barracks housed
a regiment of infantry, two troops of cavalry artdl atillerymen, equating to
approximately 1200 men in total (Douet 1998).
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3.3
3.3.1

3.3.2

Plate 2: Extract of the Ordnance Survey first exfit6” map, surveyed in 1844-7, showing the
extent of urban development by the mid-nineteesrttucy

HISTORY OF THE MUSEUM OF L ANCASHIRE BUILDING

In the seventeenth century the mayor, ex-mayorpsafderman and recorder,
were designated by the Second Charter of Charlas Oustices of the Peace
for Preston Borough, and constituted the Court o&i@r Sessions (Clemesha
1912, 235). Quarter sessions were held in Jandgsil, July and October
each year, and were held to try criminal cases fiteenHundreds of Leyland,
Blackburn and Amounderness (Farrer and Brownbill2)9 This court dealt
with petty offences, whereas capital and seriotenges were dealt with at the
Court of Assize at Lancaster Castle. This coum gisnted licences for inns,
appointed the supervisors of the highways, andtde#h appeals to rate
assessments. Resolutions regarding county financiatters were also
periodically heard at the court (Hewitson 1883,;2Bemesha 1912, 235).

Preston Prison, or House of Correction, was desidgneWilliam Blackburn

in 1784, and built subsequently on a plot of lanthed ‘Garlick Fields’ to the
east of Church Street (Fig 3; LRO QGB/2/5), andnggkein 1789 (Pollard
1882, 132).The Court House for the Preston Quarter Sessiorss lecated

within the House of Correction. Prior to this, RoesFriary, located towards
the north-west of the town had been used as a HufuSerrection (Hardwick

1857, 211), and is named as such on Lieutenantr@e@Garpenter and Major
General Wills’ map (building labelled ‘R’) of 171%ig 2). It is thought that
the friary, having been a private house since thesdlution of the

Monasteries in 1539, was a prison from 1680 uritB9, when it reverted to
being a private house (OA North 2008).

For the use of the Museum of Lancashire © OA North: November 2008



Museum of Lancashire, Preston, Lancashire: Condmmnestatement 14

3.3.3 In 1824, it was decided that the Court House withi& House of Correction
was too small and the justices decided to spend08Q0on new premises,
which was to be located outside of the prison walhilst it appears that
several firms were invited to submit proposals fille building, the
Birmingham-based architects Rickman and Hutchinseere ultimately
commissioned to design and build the new Court dpughich opened in
1828, although it was not fully completed until 88@Hunt 1992). The LRO
holds plans and the specification for the Court $&guncluding those devised
by Rickman and Hutchinson and other architects (LR®V/12), as well as
the accounts for the construction of the buildibBQ QSV/9).

3.3.4 Thomas Rickman (1776-1841) was one of the most jpremb architects of the
time, and also designed other buildings in Presitociuding the former St
Paul's Church on the Ringway, and St Peter's Chuvdhich is now the
University Arts Centre. Rickman is noted for hiasdification of the gothic
architectural style, and his classification systencjuding the terms ‘Early
English’, ‘Decorated’ and ‘Perpendicular’, is stibed today (Sartin 1988, 77).
His style was frequently influenced by the architee of medieval buildings.
Henry Hutchinson (1800-1831) studied under Ricknaarg then became his
business partner; works of Rickman and Hutchinsafude the gothic screen
at St John’s College, Cambridge (1825-31), and koson is also famous for
designing The Bridge of Sighs at St John’s in 18@itp://www.e-
architect.co.uk/cambridge/st_johns_college_camieriugn).

3.3.5 The Court House was constructed in Longridge Sandstand was Neo-
Classical in style, a departure from Rickman’s Ustye. The main entrance
is in the style of a Roman triumphal arch (PlateaBYil the Stanley Street
entrance, labelled as ‘magistrate’s side entraonethe plans, has a porch of
Tuscan columns (Plate 4). The current main hall thasoriginal court room,
above which was a glass dome. The magistrate waawd sat at the far end of
the main hall facing the main entrance, and spexstawvould have sat in a
public balcony directly opposite. The magistrat@ems were located on the
west side of the building, which meant that the istagte could enter the
building through his own entrance and reside inolwe rooms before entering
the court room (Plate 5). These rooms are vauftaded with flagstones, and
once had walls lined with mahogany
(http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/acs/sites/museumsiesimol). On the east
side of the building were the ‘Grand Jury Room’damroom for witnesses
(Plate 6). There are several variations of the @sed ground floor plan of the
building, which include an entrance from the prigoto the court and cells.
The titles of these plansPfoposed plan of court for Preston House of
Correctiori (Plate 6) and Ground plan of entrance for Preston Sessions
Houseé (Plates 7 and 8), suggests that they were pratatalifferent times,
with Plate 6 possibly representing the earliesthefthree. It should be noted
that these are proposed plans, some of which warnset by architects other
than Rickman and Hutchinson, and thus do not nadgsseflect the final
internal layout of the building in all areas. Fostiance, the ground floor plans
(Plates 7 and 8) show a central corridor namediage entrance into gaol’,
whilst the building was actually connected to thisgn yard by foot through a
narrow passage; these two plans are signed by ma$vright.
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Plate 3: Proposed front elevation for Preston SassiHouse, Rickman and Hutchinson, 1825 (LRO
QSV/12)

Plate 4: Proposed elevation of magistrate’s sidganrce for Preston Sessions House, Rickman and
Hutchinson, 1825 (LRO QSV/12)
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Plate 5: Proposed section of magistrate’s entramoeirt and jury entrance for Preston Sessions
House, Rickman and Hutchinson, 1825 (LRO QSV/12)

Plate 6: Proposed plan of court room in Preston Bewf Correction, Thomas Wright, June 1824
(LRO QSV/12)
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Plate 7: Proposed ground plan of entrance etc Hogston Sessions House, Thomas Wright, June 1824
(LRO QSsV/12)
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Plate 8: Proposed ground plan for Preston Sesstdosse, Thomas Wright, June 1824 (LRO QSV/12)
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3.3.6 The glass dome on top of the building became unaate was removed in
1849 and replaced by the current rectangular celight designed by George
Latham (Sartin 1988, 77-8; Sartin 2002, 25). Acocggdto Hewitson (1883,
265), the dome removed in 1849 was replaced witleva dome, which was
finally replaced by the rectangular ceiling light1i870.

3.3.7 In 1834, the Governor's House was built outsidewrst wall of the prison,
facing Church Street. A Militia Stores was built tlee south of the Court
House 20 years later. This was a quadrangular ibgildf brick, with square
towers at its corners (Plate 9), and incorporatgrtenents for the
commanding officer and various staff, as well asest and stables (Hardwick
1857, 441; Pevsner 1969, 197).

Plate 9: Engraving from 1856, showing the Goveradtbuse at the prison and the court
house (Hardwick 1857, 434)

3.3.8 In 1857, Hardwick in higlistory of the Borough of Prestpaxplained that in
addition to the quarter sessions, four intermediasions took place annually
‘for the greater dispatch of business’ (Hardwick518 499). The county
magistrates met at the Court House annually, wthergieneral business of the
court was transactedb{d). Mr Thomas Batty Addison was Chairman of the
principal court from its opening until 1874. He wiasown as ‘The Terror of
the Criminal’ and was a prominent Preston man, aiso was a key founder
and president of the Institution for the Diffusiof Knowledge, which later
became the University of Central Lancashire (Hemt$883, 265).

3.3.9 A great deal of business was done at the Court ¢joasd in 1861 the
building was extended to the east to create a secmnaller, court room to
deal with the demand (Hewitson 1883, 265). A cami{Plate 10) was also
constructed on the south side of this new buildailthough this was removed
in the 1960s (http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/acs&iteiseums/venues/mol;
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Hardwick 1857, 441). This building also has a baset(Plate 11), which
connects to the original building and included reamed as cells.

Plate 10: Photograph from 1938 showing the old Gdélouse (Harris Library photo
3/072438199)

Plate 11: Plan of basement made during proposed&aion of Old Sessions House to
Museum, 1982 (LRO LAU 6/4/11750)

3.3.101In 1883, Hewitson wrote that in addition to the el and intermediate
sessions, the County Court, which opened in 18445 teld at the Court
House every fortnight (Hewitson 1883, 264-5). Tleaeral jurisdiction of the
County Court was limited to 40 shillings (£2), vdtila writ, called a
‘justicies’, was issued for the recovery of largenounts, generally up to £10;
more serious cases were heard at the Assize Qourancaster (Clemesha
1912, 37). In 1883, portraits of Thomas Clayton &ahdmas Addison hung in
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the main court, both men having been county magesdr at the court
(Hewitson 1883, 265). At this time, however, it wak that the Court House
was located too far from the town centre and, cgmsetly, a new sessions
house was opened in 1900 on Lancaster Road, all basiness was carried
out at this new building from then on
(http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/acs/sites/museumsieshmol).

3.3.11 Between 1911 and 1958, the Court House buildinginecthe headquarters of
the Territorial Unit of the Royal Artillery (httpwww.lancashire.gov.uk/
acs/sites/museums/venues/mol). A photograph takerAwugust 18th 1914
shows the Second West Lancashire Royal Field Arilin front of the old
Court House (Plate 12). An aerial photograph frd@88Lalso shows the old
Court House at this time, and radial layout of thason buildings
(www.lantern.lancashire.gov.uk - record number 642)

Plate 12: View of the Court House in 1914

3.3.12 Between 1958 and 1961 the building was convertaal offices, which were
used by the Vehicle Taxation Department. Two doauséeld by the LRO
list in detail the repair work carried out at thise, together with its cost
(LRO CCGJ/20; LRO CCGJ/21). This also includes aooant of how the
basement had been used as a dump for the RoydkeAstiand was full of
items such as unwanted furniture, old muskets aiits Bractice Grenades
(LRO CCGJ/20). It was at this time that the 1864ridor on the east end of
the south face of the building was replaced withdtrrent corridor.

3.3.13 Plans for the conversion of the building into a swsa were drawn up
between 1979 and 1983 (LRO LAU 6/4/11750; Plated3)3 This included
the construction of the display gallery and spstlircase in the main hall,
opposite the main entrance. The former TA centre also refurbished at this
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time to provide rooms for storage, conservation atiter museum offices
(LRO LAU 6/4/4293). In 1987, after extensive rentmas by Lancashire
County Council, the building opened as the Musefiiraacashire.

Plate 13: Section drawing of proposed conversio®ldf Sessions House to Museum, 1979
(LRO LAU 6/4/11750)

Plate 14: Section drawing of proposed conversio®ldf Sessions House to Museum, 1983
(part one of twoJLRO LAU 6/4/11750)
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Plate 15: Section and elevation drawings of proplosenversion of Old Sessions House to
Museum, 1983 (part two of tw)RO LAU 6/4/11750)
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3.4

3.4.1

3.4.2

3.4.3

3.4.4

3.4.5

3.4.6

M AP REGRESSION ANALYSIS

Kuerdan 1684 (LRO DDX/194/1)Dr Richard Kuerdan’s plan of the historic
core of Preston is the earliest available map efdéntral Preston area. It is
significant, not only because of its early datet, bbecause it almost certainly
records what was essentially the medieval layouthef town. In the late

seventeenth century the town comprised Church (Stfei@rgate, Back Lane,

the Market Place, St John’s Street/Tithebarn Steset Lord Street. The

presence of a Back Lane (later known as Markete§tmight indicate that

this was the earlier medieval core of the induktsieitlement of Preston.
Linear plots are recorded emanating from many efstineets and the buildings
fronting the streets. This is a recognisable pattérmedieval development of
towns with burgage plots following ribbon developthealong the main

streets. Although it is somewhat schematic in apgpeze, the plan shows the
relative shape of the buildings, the extent of dtgwed area and the compiler’s
objective of recording the names of the burgage Ipbdders. It is, therefore,

important evidence documenting the late medievdl @wst-medieval core of
the town.

The eastern extent of the map shows the junctitwdmn Stanley Street and
Ribbleton Lane, although the land on which the Mwuseof Lancashire
building was later located is not shown. This am@a clearly outside the core
of the town at this time, although there are a bewdings depicted at the east
end of Church Street, and to the north of Ribblétane.

Lieutenant General Carpenter and Major General Wallplan of 1715 (LRO
DDPR 141/1) (Fig 2):this map portrays the battle that took place asoun
Preston during the first Jacobite Rebellion of 17haking the town centre a
battle site. The plan depicts the town, not dissimio that shown on
Kuerdan’s plan of 1684, although there is lessildetalepiction of buildings.
Fields are depicted in some detail, showing themithgr under cultivation or
pasture, although it is arguable how accurate agy@i this is. The site of the
later Museum of Lancashire building is depicteduader cultivation at the
eastern extent of the map. This map also showsottstion of the House of
Correction, which in 1715 was at Preston Friaryhat western side of the
town (labelled as ‘R’ on the map).

George Lang’s map of 1774 (Fig 3kang’s mapwas mostly concerned with
the tenancy and ownership of fields surroundingstere The site of the later
Museum of Lancashire building is named ‘Garlickl@g this area has been
subdivided into smaller fields and two buildings depicted on it, as well as a
building at the junction of Stanley Street and Reldn Lane.

Yates’ map of 1786 (Fig 4)although produced at a much smaller scale than
Lang’s map, Yates’ map is useful as it depicts eéktent of Preston at this
time. Stanley Street and Ribbleton Lane are cle#fyicted on the map, and a
building is marked on Garlick Fields.

William Shakeshaft's map of 1808LRO DX 2044/147; Fig ¥ this is the
first map to depict the Prison, located within iartgular plot bounded to the
south-west by Stanley Street, to the north-wesRlpleton Lane, and to the
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3.4.7

3.4.8

3.4.9

east by a new north/south-aligned track, which ddigi it from the fields
further east. The small buildings shown on theiearhaps in this area appear
to have been removed by the time of this mappind,raay have been cleared
when the prison was constructed.

Baines’ map of 1824 (Fig 6)this map is very similar to the earlier mapping,
although the prison is now labelled as ‘House ofr€aion’. Areas of formal
gardens are shown in the north/south plots to #s¢ ef the building, and a
formal garden is also depicted to the north of ghison in a triangular area,
bounded to the north-west by Ribbleton Lane. Newshwy is depicted to the
east of the prison, on the north side of New Halhé&, which runs south of,
and parallel with, Ribbleton Lane.

Myres, JJ, Map of the Town of Preston, 1836 (Fig: This is the first map to
show the Court House, which is clearly incorporateithin the southern
boundary of the prison. A path heads southwards ftdo Stanley Street, and
another path from the Court House curves aroundahigh-west corner of the
prison and branches east to the prison and weShtoch Street. On the west
side of the prison the Governor’'s House is cledeypicted as a rectangular
building outside of the prison walls. The Marteltwers built on the corners
of the prison walls in 1832 are shown for the fitishe on this mapping.
Buildings are now shown along New Hall Lane, comiig west from the new
rows of housing shown on the 1824 map to reachuhetion of New Hall
Lane with Stanley Street. St Mary’s Church is alspicted a short distance to
the south-east of the Court House, set back framthrth side of New Hall
Lane, and with a new road named Blacow Street nghniorth/south, to its
east.

Preston Tithe, 1840 (LRO DRB 1/157; Fig 8his mapping is very similar to
the 1836 mapping, although the depiction of indmaldbuildings is much
clearer.

3.4.10 Myres, JJ, Map of the Town of Preston, 1846 (LRO BIDL045; Fig 9):the

depiction of the layout of the Court House and Goees House has not
changed from that on the 1836 and 1840 mapping.edew the layout of the
prison buildings has changed, most notably withew morth/south-aligned
rectangular building shown to the north of the Gélouse.

3.4.11 Ordnance Survey map 5:1 mile, 184@ig 10): this mapping is very

detailed, showing the internal layout of the pridmuldings and the Court
House. Labelled areas of the prison include: mewskhouses, women’s
workrooms; men’s and women’s hospitals, wash hqusglss, the Matron’s
house, a store room, the chapel, the cookhouseofiiceds. The rectangular
building to the north of the Court House comprises rows of cells off a
central corridor. None of the internal featureshe Court House is labelled,
but the roof dome, features within the court artdrimal divisions of the rooms
on either side of it are depicted. This plan of@ort House is very similar to
one of Rickman and Hutchinson’s plans (Plate 16).
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Plate 16: Proposed ground plan for Preston Sesskdmsse, Rickman and Hutchinson, 1825
(LRO QSsV/12)

3.4.12 Brown’s map of 1889 (Fig 11)the Court House had been extended to the east
by the time of this mapping, and the layout of phison had also altered. The
Martello towers on the corners of the prison walkye taken down in 1876
(Pollard 1882, 134), and these do not thereforeeappn the map. The east
side of the prison area now has three rectanguiddibgs in a radial layout,
including the building to the immediate north oetourt House. This east
side has therefore seen some demolition and rehgildhe changes on the
west side of the prison are less clear, some Imgigdappear to be the same
ones as shown on earlier mapping, but others,cpéatly in the south-west
corner, appear to be no longer extant. Howeves, ttapping is less detailed
than the OS mapping and should therefore be tremtbdcaution. The Militia
Stores, with a tower on each corner, is now showithé south-west of St
Mary’s Church.

3.4.13 Ordnance Survey map 10’:1 mile, 1892 (Fig 12is map shows much more
clearly the newly extended Court House. Howeverdatail of the prison is
shown, the area is blank, and labelled ‘Her Maje$®yison’.

3.4.14 Ordnance Survey map First Edition, 25":1 mile, 189Big 13): this mapping
is very similar to the 1889 mapping, although ntadevithin the prison walls
is shown. A tramway is now shown running along Rebdn Lane, Stanley
Street and New Hall Lane.

3.4.15 Ordnance Survey map 1912, 25”:1 mile (Fig 14his is the first map after
the building had gone out of use as a Court Hounseim 1911 it had become
the headquarters of the Territorial Unit of the Rlortillery. A small square
building is now depicted to the south-east of thvenker Court House. To the
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east of the former Court House a bowling greenasked. To the north of St
Mary's Church, a small rectangular building labéllelub’ is depicted. A
grave yard is marked on the south side of the ¢hued rectangular buildings
are marked along its south and west sides. ThdidMHtores has seen some
alterations to its layout, particularly to its rfoeast corner. No detail is shown
within the prison, now labelled as ‘His Majesty’'sgen’.

3.4.16 Ordnance Survey map 1928-9, 6”:1 mile (Fig 18he former Court House is
labelled as a drill hall on this map. A new builglirs depicted to the east,
overlying the area labelled as a bowling green ba 1912 map. The
rectangular building alongside the southern bound&rSt Mary’s graveyard
is not depicted on this map. The Militia Storesegp to have an extension to
its west side, and two new buildings fronting S¢égnbtreet are shown to the
south-west of this.

3.4.17 Ordnance Survey map 1931, 25”1 mile (Fig 1@&he former Court House
building is not labelled on this map. The builditogits east, is labelled as a
riding school. A war memorial is marked in the grgard of St Mary’'s
Church. The northernmost of the two buildings t® slouth-west of the Militia
Stores, is labelled as a club. To the north-weghisfand to the north of the
Militia Stores, two bowling greens are marked.

3.4.18 Ordnance Survey map 1938, 25”1 mile (Fig 17both the former Court
House and the building to its east are marked al$ hall’ on this mapping.
The Militia Stores has been altered on its nortiesiand this part of the
building is labelled ‘club’. The prison is labelledisused’ and ‘Preston
Corporation’. The buildings within the prison walise depicted on this
mapping, and there have clearly been some chamyss the buildings were
previously depicted on the 1889 map (Fig 11).

3.4.19 Ordnance Survey map 1955, 1:10,000 (Fig 18)is is a small scale building,
and, therefore, none of the buildings are labelldte area appears much as it
was on the 1938 mapping, although the bowling greethe south of the
former Court House appears to have a structuret loml it. The prison
buildings are shown on this mapping, much as thesewn the 1938 map.

3.4.20 Ordnance Survey map 1974, 1:10,000 (Fig 1®e prison is labelled ‘HM
Prison’ on this mapping and no detail of it is simowhe Governor’'s House is
labelled ‘Police Station’, the former Court Housdabelled ‘offices’ and the
building to its east is now labelled as ‘TA Centréhe area to the south of
these two buildings, which comprised the two bogligreens, the Militia
Stores and the smaller buildings to its south-vireste all been cleared from
this area. In their place a ‘T’-shaped buildingasv depicted.

3.4.21 Current mapping(http://mario.gov.uk) the former Court House is labelled as
‘Museum’ on this mapping, and the first floor levebrridor linking this
building to the former TA Centre to its east iswhoThe ‘T’-shaped building
to the south of the museum is now labelled Penhkioase. A reverse ‘L’-
shaped building is shown to the east of Pennineskloand is labelled St
Mary’s House.
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4. HISTORIC FABRIC ASSESSMENT

4.1

41.1

4.1.2

4.2

42.1

4.2.2

INTRODUCTION

The Museum of Lancashire was built as Preston Gdause in 1825 from a
design by Thomas Rickman, and originally resemtded American State
capitol, with a substantial dome crowning the arajidesign (Pevsner 1969).
At least three successive phases of development beaidentified in the

historic fabric of the main building, whilst anothgair of buildings to the east
has been incorporated during the final phase.

The following comprises a brief description of #herior of the building, in a
manner comparable with a Level | standard buildimgestigation (English
Heritage 2006). As the interior has little of itsginal character remaining, it
has received a less comprehensive account. Toethdt only the ceiling
within the Court House, as well as the adjoiningrtoecord rooms have been
included within this summary.

BUILDING DESCRIPTION

The original phase (early nineteenth centofybhe building is a handsome
two-storey structure, built in a restrained Claskistyle, using ashlar
sandstone and some red brick, and which featuneslipd pilasters, a string-
course, cornice and blocking course (Plates 17-I8¢. front fagade (south
elevation) is tripartite with a projecting centrakction that features a
monumental porch housing the formal entrance tobih&ling. The roof is

typically Georgian, with a concealed roof of slaed a substantial ceiling
light. A second phase was added to the east sitteed@ourt House during the
mid-nineteenth century, and this is clearly morabelately designed. This
two-storey extension features both rusticated amdba stonework, as well as
more formally styled pilasters, cartouches, rousdeh cornice, plain

pediments, and a blocking course, whilst the redfipped and laid with slate.
In the post-war period, a modern single-storey resit;n was added to the
south-east end of the building (David Prowse pe@mm). This is a rather
utilitarian structure comprising rendered brick lomeeze block and glazing,
topped with a flat, asphalt and felt roof.

Access to the original phase of the building isthi@a square porch on the front
facade (south elevation), which has a substantiahd arch with impost

bands, a keyed, moulded head, and also a paneli#d I addition, there is a

blocking course and cornice. In contrast, the @nporch on the west

elevation features Classical columns distyle insarithese columns, like the
restrained entablature, are very much Tuscan ie,siithough the absence of
column bases also reflects a Doric influence. Tiweigd floor exterior of the

second phase is mainly obscured by the modern srtenbut a doorway is

still visible at the north end of the east elevatiovhich comprises a

substantial hood mould overlying a modern venblatioor and an iron gate.
The single storey extension is also accessiblaitfira glazed panel door.
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Plate 18: North-east-facing view of the south etmraof the museum

4.2.3 The windows on the original phase of the building, &r the most part, sash
windows between six and twelve lights (Plate 19hiclv have neat stone
surrounds and moulded lintels/labels. In additidrere are a pair of single
light casements on either side of the main porclut(s elevation), whilst an
arcade of round arch casements sit above the bigdaurse of this porch. On
the mid-nineteenth century extension to the ehstwindows have been more
elaborately styled, with pilasters and impost bastispped round arches and
foliated keystones. In addition, the two flankinghdows of the east elevation
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are similar, but have foliated embellishments, raemt keystones, and
stylised rose medallions adorned with label mowdd foliated stops (Plate
20). The original sashes within all of these haeerbreplaced with later

casements, whilst the tympanum of each has beaxddmavith timber panels.

In contrast to the ornamentation of the earliersgisa the windows of the
modern extension are simple single light casemantanged as a continuous
panel.

Plate 19: Detail of the taller sash windows on triginal phase of the building

Plate 20: Detail of the head on one of the elabemaindows

4.2.4 The stonework of the building’s exterior elevatidras evidently experienced
some exfoliation in recent years. The principalseaof this problem can be
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4.2.5

traced to 1963, when the exterior of the buildinaswreated with a silicone
water repellent in an attempt to protect the ashilaface. It seems, however,
that this treatment actually locked moisture in st@enework, resulting in the
localised exfoliation of the ashlar surface (DaRiebwse pers comm). Whilst
this problem does not present an immediate threathe building, its
remediation will require consideration in the |degm.

The character of the interior is not as strikingttees exterior of the building.
Much of the detail appears to have either been vechand replaced by
modern minimalist decoration, or is masked by theseum displays.
However, the ceiling within the original courtroamstill intact and features
an impressive rectangular ceiling light to the oenfhis is not the original
dome, but an addition from 1849, based on a debigrGeorge Latham
(http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/acs/sites/ museunrafes/mol). This ceiling
light is surrounded by a richly decorated panetieding of fielded panels, a
moulding of
alternating oval
and foliate/ round
and floral
medallions, a
stepped  cornice,
ceiling roses,
mascarons, an
corbels decorate
with  fruit and
scroll motifs (Plate
21). In addition,
there are a series
ventilation  holes,
decorated with a
foliated strapwork
design. In addition,
there are severa
vaulted rooms to
the west of the
courtroom  (Plate
22), each with
Yorkstone flag
floors. These
rooms, which were
lined with
mahogany
wainscotting, were
used originally as
the court record rooms. Plate 21: Decoration on the ceiling of the formeuct room
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Plate 22: Detail of the vaulted arch ceiling in oofthe record rooms

4.2.6 To the east of the museum’s main building, there arfurther pair of
structures, which have been incorporated into theemm complex following
the extension of the 1960s. The first is a twoestorectangular building,
which is built in red and plum brick laid in stre&r bond, which is topped by
a hipped roof laid with slate (Plate 23). The wiwdoare six-over-six and
four-over-eight horned sashes with narrow, stegpadtones and protruding
sills. Access to the building is provided by a glézimber door, acting as the
main entrance on the west elevation, whilst a modeor stands towards the
east extent of the north elevation. At the reahefbuilding (east elevation), a
patch of modern brick blocking, consistent in siath a pair of sliding doors,
is visible. Within this blocking, four small casentg fitted with frosted glass
have been inserted.
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Plate 23: Two-storey building to the east of theseum

4.2.7 Adjoining this is a second brick building, whichhsilt in red brick laid in an
English garden wall bond. The west elevation isviigaendered, but the east
suggests that these bricks have been re-used isawleere. From first floor
height, both of the gables are overlaid with hantabtimber siding, whilst the
steeply pitched roof is overlaid with asphalt aett.fThe main access to the
building is on the west front facade, which hadaanpmodern doorway and a
heavy, concertina folding door (Plate 24). At tkarr(east elevation), there is
a fire door, whilst a further door appears to hbeen blocked in brick. The
only widows comprise a horizontal 12-light paneltba front of the building,
and a handful of small casements to the rear.

Plate 24: Former drill hall
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5. UNDERSTANDING THE MUSEUM

5.1

5.1.1

5.1.2

5.1.3

5.1.4

5.1.5

INTRODUCTION

Extensive renovations took place on the former €Cblause and the former
TA Centre in the late 1970s to convert them intouseum. The association of
these buildings with the Territorial Unit of the Y& Artillery between 1911
and 1958, including the use of both buildings aB Halls, meant that they
were an obvious choice for the Duke of Lancast®ms1 Yeomanry Museum,
under which name the museum originally opened B418s a result, some of
the renovations to the building, including the thgpgallery in the main hall,
were paid for by the Ministry of Defence (MoD). Serten years ago the
museum changed its name and became the Museurmoédlare. However
the MoD still pay for a member of staff at the mwseand in 2008, the 100
year anniversary of the TA, £10,000 was spent by TA on minor
refurbishments to the museum.

The museum, as it is now, opened in 1987 and atlafrtcredited status with
the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA)2006. The museum is
owned by Lancashire County Council and is managgd Lancashire

Museums, who manage a total of 13 museums acraossakhire. In addition
to the Museum of Lancashire, there are four otharseams/heritage
attractions in Preston.

The Museum’s core collections on display include tbgimental collections
of the Duke of Lancaster's Own Yeomanry, the 180t Kings Hussars, a
gallery on the history of the Queen’s LancashirggiRent, and material
relating to the 88th Field Regiment of the TeridabrUnit of the Royal
Artillery. The Duke of Lancaster’'s Own Yeomanry lection, opened in 1984
by Colonel Simon Towneley, and the 14th /20th Kindisssars collection,
opened in 1988 by Princess Anne, are in the catheofrustees of their own
regimental bodies, and also have Accredited Musstatus (attained in 2007)
in their own right.

The museum also has access to the wider collechbrh@ncashire County
Museums Service which include archaeological ardabdistory material,
and fine and decorative art. Additional collectiomkich could be called on
include maritime, industrial history, and agricuétucollections.

The museum has a temporary exhibitions programrhaghaincludes fine art,
community-based art, local art and crafts, and qdraiphy. The number of
temporary exhibitions varies annually dependingtioe scale of particular
exhibitions. There have been seven exhibitionsr@dmacross four exhibition
galleries for 2008. Exhibitions held in recent yeamclude: ‘From Cooler
Woodlands’ - an exhibition showcasing furniture artlects constructed from
wood, and discussing this industry in Lancashigetber with raising future
woodland sustainability issues; ‘Living with the mRans’ (loaned from
Liverpool Museums); ‘Viva Mexico’ - authentic Mexn artworks; an
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5.1.6

exhibition by the Royal Photographic Society; ‘Nafu Curiosity’ -
examining the natural history of the Lancashireioegand ‘stART’ - an
exhibition of literature and artworks produced loyigg offenders.

Numbers of visitors to the museum over the lase fimancial years are given
in Table 1. School visits account for approximatehe third of the visitors to
the museum. In the financial year 2007-8, 3618 @stlhildren visited the

museum out of a total of 9956 visitors.

Year

99/00 00/01 01/02 02/03 03/04 04/05 05/04 06/07 07/08

Visitor 13316 16120 12374 9485 12211 1274y 13642 8765 9956
numbers

5.1.7

5.1.8

5.2

5.2.1

5.2.2

Table 1: Numbers of visitors to the museum fompthet nine financial years

The museum predominantly attracts school groups fik@y Stage 2 groups,
with a small number of Key Stage 1 and occasioregl Btage 3 and 4 visits.
The museum currently offers a number of differeativities for schools,
including sessions where pupils can experienced#ea Second World War
evacuee, or the lives’ of children from different®l backgrounds during the
Victorian period. The museum includes a ‘Victori@ohool Room’ in which
the visiting school children experience Victoriaohgol-style lessons. In
November 2008 the museum plans to run ‘We’ll Megaih’ - sessions on the
Second World War home front, including looking la¢ tives of women in the
Land Army and blitz policemen.

The museum is currently working as part of the Huided Preston Museums
Group to improve family friendliness at the five seums across Preston. The
aim of this project has been to target familiestigh focus groups to test new
activities, orientation, etc. Other strands of ghisject have included working
with Children’s Centres to create resource boxes dtract non
attending/unconfident families into the museum, amdk with schools and
creative practitioners to enhance the museum’snueducational sessions to
cater to the literacy strategy.

MANAGEMENT OF THE MUSEUM OF L ANCASHIRE

The Museum is managed on a daily basis by a fole tmuseum qualified
Assistant Keeper, who reports to the Museums Mankigeth (who is also
responsible for overseeing activity at the Lanaashvluseums sites at
Lancaster and Fleetwood). The Assistant Keepeuppated by a part-time
Clerical Assistant. Front of house is managed lyllaime Visits Supervisor
and a team of five part-time Visitor Services Asmms. Buildings
maintenance is supported by the Site Services @ffiwho is also responsible
for the Headquarters Building and Conservation i8sid/hich share the site).

The Curator of Military and Archaeology is predoamitly responsible for the
appropriate Museum collections, with the Socialtbtig collections being the
remit of the Social History Curator. Care of thdlextions is supported by a
named Conservator and the wider conservation team.
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5.2.3 Educational activity on site is the remit of théelong Learning and Outreach
Officer North, based in Lancaster, who is also oesjble for the other
museums in the north of the county.

5.2.4 Other staff who may be involved with the museumsome level include the
service marketing team and collections documentaegam. In addition, the
museum has a Friends group consisting of 64 memibbesFriends organise
a small number of annual fundraising events andlks tprogramme on the
museums behalf.
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6. ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

6.1.4

INTRODUCTION

Significance can be defined in several ways, allvbfch are relevant here.
The first is importance, suggesting that theremsething about the site that is
valuable, has status and should not be ignored. riheé is the idea of

conveying meaning, implying that the site is a seuwsf knowledge. There is
also the concept of a sign, that the museum bgldirsymbolic and acts as a
pointer to something beyond itself.

The significance of any building is encapsulatedtsrfabric, and this can be
expressed in several ways: analysis of the sumyivebric can allow its
chronological development to be discerned; thedmgl acts as a reminder of
people, events and activities that cannot be sedgyf and the setting of the
museum adjacent to the prison and former militarjdings can stir senses
and imagination.

Most elements of the museum site are valuablepoadh some are more
significant than others. There are a few featunes actually detract from the
appearance of the museum, and make it more diffitulappreciate its
significance; such features have a negative vdlues possible to identify
three broad categories of significance, based enatie, completeness and
other interest of the building fabric, althoughsiiould be noted that the
categories suggested below are purely for guidance:

» Great Significance: intact buildings or fabric of local or national
significance. Later work that now forms an integpart of an early
building;

» Some Significance:buildings or fabric of local interest. Badly danedg
remains of features that would have been of grggiifeance had they
survived. Later features of little intrinsic valugyt which form part of a
more important building;

* Negative elementdeatures of little or no intrinsic interest thatnazge or
obscure buildings or features of significance.

For the purposes of the Conservation Statemenis perhaps useful to
consider the significance of the building in teraists historical background,
its architecture, and its role as a museum; detadensideration of the
individual buildings on the site is beyond the reroi a Conservation
Statement, but would form a key element of a Coradem Plan.
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6.2

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

6.2.1 The Museum of Lancashire was designed by the aaikitRickman and

6.2.2

Hutchinson in 1825. Thomas Rickman was a leadimtitact at this time,
responsible for the design of numerous importanidimgs in England,
including several in Preston. Rickman was partitylafluenced by medieval
churches and gothic architecture, and the Neodicksstyle of the Court
House was an unusual design for him.

The building is of Great Significance to Prestontgorigin as a nineteenth-
century Court House. The building played an impdrtale in both local and
county law and order at this time, the physical rfiestation of which is

provided vividly by the numerous former cells tBatvive in the basement of
the museum (Plate 25). Some of these cells retaginal features, such as
window bars and door fittings, representing the survival in Lancashire of
detention rooms associated with a court house.

Plate 25: One of the numerous former cells in tasdment of the museum

6.2.3 As the Headquarters Building of the Territorial Unf the Royal Artillery

between 1911 and 1958, the structure, and assodatehall to its east are of
Some Significance to the Queen’s Lancashire Regdimba significance of
the building to the Regiment has continued to thesent day. The museum
originally opened as a military museum, which wasedoped in partnership
with the Regiment and the MoD. Despite a changeanfie approximately ten
years ago, the museum’s main collections are wtilitary, and the MoD
continues to support the museum financially.
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6.3 ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

6.3.1 The former Court House was designated as a Gradsddl building in 1979
and, as such, is of Great Significance, whilstltteng notes the group value
of the building with the Governor's House at thentr of the Prison. The
building is a fascinating composite of restrainegofgian Classicism and a
more elaborate Victorian design. What emerges \&rg handsome public
building, which is not out of place amongst theefaxamples of late Georgian
and Victorian architecture that grace Preston, sacthose in the area to the
south of Fishergate.

6.3.2 Although the exterior of the building remains unoped, albeit with a rather
unsympathetic modern extension added, only somtheforiginal internal
features of the Court House building have beenmetia Certainly, the court
room ceiling has been unaltered since 1849, wlfistvaulted ceilings and
Yorkstone flag floors of the court record rooms sti## visible. Furthermore,
all of the sash windows, complete with their timsautters and iron security
bars, appear to be original, as do the balustrati¢ise staircases. However,
the public balcony has been removed and replacéd mvodern balconies
housing some of the museum’s displays. Additionaltge mahogany
wainscotting that originally graced the walls okthecord rooms has been
removed, whilst the minimalist decoration in thestfifloor rooms betrays the
likely removal of cornices, picture rails, dadosl amilar decorative features.

6.3.3 The extension to the Court House, built in 186aypt a similar role to the
1825 building in local and county law and orderwdwer, it obscures the east
elevation of the original building, and has beerdified with the removal of a
corridor on its south side,
and the insertion of a
elevated link to the forme
Headquarters Building to
the east (Plate 26). Thg
1861 extension is thug
considered to be of Som
Significance. The former
corridor along the south sids
of the 1861 extension
moreover, has been replace
with a single-storey
structure. This is of
rendered brick or breeze
block construction, with a
flat roof, and dates to the
second half of the twentieth
century (Plate 27). This
structure detracts from thé
historic fabric of the Court
House, and is considered :
be a Negative Element. Plate 26: The 1861 extension and modern additions
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Plate 27: The original Court House building and tmedern single-storey structure

6.4 SGNIFICANCE AS A MUSEUM

6.4.1 As the Museum of Lancashire, the museum has caidepotential to be of
county-wide significance. In particular, it highhig the military history of the
county. The museum is open five days a week, afedsoh range of temporary
exhibitions, as well as the museum collections.

6.4.2 It is of local significance as an educational reseuand offers sessions to
school groups including a session on life as adviah child and sessions on
life in the war, for example as an evacuee. Thekwafr the museum is
supported by the Friends of the Museum group.
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1. VULNERABILITY AND ISSUES

7.1.1 The museum has a number of issues, whichdache following:

* The building has remained unchanged for the lastezis, and as such is
appearing ‘tired’, which impacts on the visitor exignce;

* The main hall has damage and dirt marks to itssyatlhich make it
unattractive to visitors;

» Current visitor facilities, such as catering, regaid toilets are inadequate.
The museum only offers basic refreshment faciliéied the shop is unable
to cope with groups, particularly school groups wimsake up
approximately one third of the museums visitors;

» The current disabled facilities are not fully DDAmgpliant, in particular,
access to the building needs to be improved bynigtallation of an access
control door at the main entrance;

* The history of the county is not currently presdntea full or logical way;

» The museum does not provide information on otheseums in the
county;

* The history of the building as a Court House, d@sdcontribution to local
and regional law and order is not included in theseum’s exhibitions;

* The layout of the building is confusing, and th&ea lack of signage
between different areas of the museum;

* There is currently a lack of research facilities fositors wishing to
research the collections;

* Since the Queens Lancashire Regimental gallerigs Wweilt in the late
1980s the regiment has amalgamated with two o#giments. This area
has therefore been identified as requiring re-digpl

* The current World War One trench area has detéedraver time and
some elements of it are becoming a potential heatith safety hazard.
Similarly, the existing carpet is 20 years old asnchow a potential trip
hazard,

* Any renovation and refurbishment of the buildingpgll be sympathetic
to the history of the building and needs to beiedrout in line with its
listed status;

» The museum is located to the east of Preston toamre and appears
removed from the town; and

* The exterior masonry requires serious attentionthia first instance,
professional advice should be sought from an histoasonry specialist.
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8. POLICIES

8.1.1 This section aims to outline policies for protegtand making accessible the
significance identified irSection 6 and for addressing the issues outlined in
Section 7 Some policies are for long-term development, itteem to meet
more immediate needs. The objective overall is nsuee that what is
significant and valuable about the museum survintsthe future as well as
serving the uses and enjoyment of the presentpjymg the policies it is
desirable that a sustainable balance is achievddieba conservation,
interpretation, and public expectations. Currericpes are:

8.1.2

The museum should seek to present an overview ef history of
Lancashire, as well as acting as an informatioeway to other heritage
sites across Lancashire;

The museum should present the collections withreefee to the history of
the building. The museum should highlight the dbntion of the Court
House to local and regional law and order, and axpthe use of the
building in the twentieth century by the Queensdamhire Regiment;

The Queens Lancashire Regimental galleries nebd te-displayed. This
should include information on the role of the cquand its soldiers in
World War One;

Orientation and signage around the museum needusitoproved,;

A drop-in suite for visitors to research the cdilecs and the regimental
history should be provided;

Retail, café and toilet facilities within the musemneed to be improved;

Improvements to DDA (Disability Discrimination Actpmpliance should
be made including: reorganisation of the toiletcklto create a new DDA
compliant disabled persons WC; installation of et@uc doors to the
main entrance; and creation of a ramp to enablesacbetween ground
floor levels;

Following the refurbishment and renovation of thiding, the long term
maintenance of the building should be addressetdatat remains in good
working order and galleries continue to look ug&be; and

Public awareness of the museum needs to be impranddhe museum
should seek to increase visitor numbers.

It is recommended that consultation is made witlgliEh Heritage and the
Preston District Conservation Officer at Lancashreunty Council at the

earliest opportunity, with regards to the proposeenovation and

refurbishment of the listed building. Consent foe proposed work should be
sought from the local planning authority.
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8.1.3 Itis recommended that this Conservation Statensamtviewed by all relevant
parties and then taken forward and integrated ihé current management
policies.
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APPENDIX 1: LISTED BUILDING DESIGNATIONS

Site number
Site Name
NGR
Designation
Description

392166

The Old Sessions House, Stanley StreeteBton

354720 429660

Grade Il Listed Building

Court House, now County Museum. 1825, by ThomaskrRém, altered.
Sandstone ashlar, with brick rear wall, roof mostiyncealed but has large glazed
lantern. Rectangular plan with porch projectingrtmt and bow to rear. Classical
style. Two storeys, with plinth, panelled pilastecsrnice and blocking course.
The south front is tripartite, symmetrical, the werwider and breaking forwards;
this has a monumental square porch which has adrbeaded archway with
impost-bands and keyed moulded head, and a coamdeblocking course, an
arcade of small round-headed windows above thehpaand a parapet with
corniced upstands to the corners. The set-backndewi side ranges both
formerly had square 6-pane sashes at ground flodtall 12-pane sashes above,
but the ground floor to the right has been replazgd C20 corridor. Roof with
large glazed lantern in centre (replacing domek West front, a symmetrical 3-
bay 5-window facade, has matching windows (2:1x@ept those at ground floor
to the right which are slightly larger and 9-panathd a central porch with
unfluted Greek Doric columns distyle in antis. Alilahis to east end; rear wall
projects into prison yard. INTERIOR: large cent@durtroom hall (details
concealed at time of survey). Forms group withd?riand Prison Annexe.

Site number
Site Name
NGR
Designation
Description

392165

Prison Annexe (formerly the Governor's Hose) Stanley Street, Preston
354647 429684

Grade Il Listed Building

Prison governor's house, now annexe to prison. J@&bably by John Dewhurst.
Large rock-faced sandstone blocks, slate roof. i@emtlock with site wings.
Castellated Gothic style. Three-storey 3-windowramte block with octagonal
corner turrets, heavy roll cornice on blocks intation of machicolation, and
embattled parapet with shield on central upstandase embattled porch with
panelled door; transomed one-light windows in thate and cross-windows on
each side, all with deep chamfered reveals. Snrallesstorey wing to left, with
chamfered corner and one 2-light window; 2- stonegyg to right with central
archway now containing window; both these winggralti but in similar style,
with embattled parapets. Forms group with Prisah@Id Sessions House.

Site number
Site Name
NGR
Designation
Description

392154

St Mary's Church, St Mary's Street, Presto

354830 429689

Grade Il Listed Building

Church. 1836-8 by John Latham, with transepts drahcel added 1852-3 by E H
Shellard. Punch-dressed sandstone ashlar, slafe Neawe on north-south axis
with south tower flanked by square wings, east am$t transepts, chancel.
Romanesque style, with round-headed windows throug ripartite south front
formed by four-stage tower with three-storeyed fitage flanked by wings to the
same height and gabled to west and east respgtteath element with clasping
pilasters and those of the wings finished with $quianacles, each with a round-
headed doorway at ground floor, all in Norman styl that in the centre larger
and with three orders of unorthodox moulding, thentce with three-light
windows on two levels (the lower with blind outeights), the date
"MDCCCXXXVI" in raised Gothic lettering between tmeand a corbel table
above, and the wings with one small window to tloaf, a similar window in the
side and a two-light window in the gable. Abovestlavel the tower proceeds in
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three stages successively set back, the seconthaddwith two-light windows
which have cushion capitals to the shafts, andthivel (originally replicating
turrets at west end of Tewkesbury Abbey) carryingeadle spire with lucarnes
mounted on a drum with corner cylinders (from whtble pinnacles have been
removed). The five-bay nave has pilaster stripstatidound-headed windows set
in blank arches. The transepts have clasping Issttgefinished as square two-
stage turrets with blind arcading to the upper pyr@midal caps, the east transept
has a round-headed doorway in the centre, and b round-headed lancets.
The chancel, lower than the north gable of the ndmes three round-headed
lancets and a circular window above.

Site number
Site Name
NGR
Designation
Description

392155

St Mary's Church, St Mary's Street, Presto

354860 429660

Grade Il Listed Building

Gate piers, gates and boundary wall to St Mary'ar€hyard. Probablyg 1840.
Sandstone. The gate piers are square in sectioragmebx. three metres high,
with panelled sides and shallow pyramidical topise Tow boundary wall on the
east and south sides of the churchyard is of twwses of large sandstone blocks
with chamfered coping, and has seven widely spgied on the east side and
five on the south, all matching the gate piers. fhtes are ramped and have
spearheaded bar railings; matching railings on thall survive in the
northernmost section only (the others replaced W#® railings). Included for
group value.
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