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Summary

On the 3rd and 4th July 2017, Oxford Archaeology East (OA East) undertook a
programme of archaeological monitoring on groundworks at the
Wymondham Water Recycling Centre (WRC), Norfolk (TG 09603 02913).

One Roman ditch, one undated ditch and two modern service trenches were
identified. An isolated assemblage of early Roman domestic pottery was
found, along with residual struck flint.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd vii 10 August 2017
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Scope of work

1.1.1 OA East was commissioned by Anglian Water Services to undertake a programme of
archaeological monitoring at the Wymondham Water Recycling Centre (WRC), Norfolk

(Fig. 1).

1.1.2 In compliance with the Anglian Water Code of Practice, the work was conducted in
accordance with a generic Brief issued by NHES, and an approved Written Scheme of
Investigation (WSI) prepared by OA East (Bush & Brudenell 2017).

1.1.3 Thesite archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate
county stores in due course.

1.2 Location, topography and geology

1.2.1 Thessite lies to the north-west of Wymondham at around 26.5m OD. It is bounded on
its eastern side by the Wymondham to Dereham railway, to the north by the River
Tiffey and by green fields.

1.2.2 Bedrock geology across most of the site consists of Lewes Nodular, Seaford, Newhaven
and Culver Chalk Formation with superficial deposits of alluvium (clay, silt, sand and
gravel). However, the south-eastern edge of the site has a superficial deposit of
Lowestoft Formation diamicton (BGS 2017).

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 The following provides a summary of the archaeological background for the area
surrounding the site, drawing on information provided by the Norfolk Historic
Environment Record (NHER) and the National Mapping Programme (NMP), under
licence number 484 (Fig. 2).

Prehistoric

1.3.2 A number of findspots have been identified in the environs of the site: a flint leaf point
(NHER 25095) has been recorded in the adjacent field, some 90m to the east. A stone
axehead (NHER 8896) was recovered around 180m south-west of the site, close to the
junction of Chapel Lane and Crownthrope Road.

1.3.3 Flintwork (NHER 23094) broadly dated to the prehistoric period has been recovered
during fieldwalking, 400m to the north-east of the site.

1.3.4 The site of a possible Bronze Age ring ditch is also known, 700m to the west.

Roman

1.3.5 Earthworks, cropmarks and soilmarks associated with the route of a Roman road
between Caistor St Edmund and Crownthorpe (NHER 19725) have been recorded as
running through the northern end of the site. A findspot of Roman pottery sherds
(NHER 8901) has also been recorded in this part of the site. Further pottery sherds
(NHER 21563) have been recovered around 200m to the west. The Scheduled

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 1 10 August 2017



D

oxford

Wymondham WRC Scheme 1

1.3.6

1.3.7

Monument of Crownthorpe Romano-Celtic temple (NHER 54693) is also located
approximately 620m to the west of the site. A huge number of finds have been
recovered from this location, including hundreds of Roman coins, jewellery and
pottery (NHER 8897).

Medieval

The site of possible medieval building platforms, enclosures and a moat (NHER 54664)
have been recorded as earthworks around 250m to the south-west, on the outskirts
of the hamlet of Chapel Bridge. The field to the immediate west of Crownthorpe Road
contains the cropmarks remains (NHER 54695) of field boundaries and trackway of
probable medieval date.

Undated

The field to the immediate north of the site, on the other side of the River Tiffey
contains the fragmentary remains of banks and ditches (NHER 57445) of uncertain
date and function.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 2 10 August 2017
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2 EVALUATION AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1 Aims

2.1.1 The general aim of monitoring investigations was to preserve by record any

2.2
2.2.1

2.2.1

2.2.2

2.2.3

archaeological evidence revealed within the area of redevelopment. When
archaeology was encountered, the investigation had the following aims:

i.  To determine or confirm the general nature of any remains present
ii. To determine or confirm the approximate date or date range of any remains,
by means of artefactual or other evidence
iii.  Establish the purpose of any remains present
iv.  Establish the impact of past land uses, and the possible presence of masking
colluvial/alluvial deposits.

Methodology

Groundworks were monitored by a suitably qualified and experienced archaeologist.
All archaeological features and deposits were investigated and recorded

Spoil arising from the ground penetrating works was scanned visually and with a metal
detector to aid recovery of artefacts.

All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma
sheets. Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales.

Digital photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits. Black and white
monochrome film was also used to photograph the features. Unfortunately, the
cameras were stolen on the last day of the project, therefore no negatives survive for
archiving.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 3 10 August 2017
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3 RESULTS

3.1 Introduction

3.1.1 The results of the Watching Brief are presented below. Finds data can be found in
Appendix A. A total of two small ditches, on two separate alignments were identified
during the monitoring (Fig. 3; Plate 1).

3.1.2 Therecorded sections for each of the two ditches were very similar in fill and form, so
only one for each ditch is reproduced here (Fig. 3).

3.2 Results

3.2.1 The natural geology comprised yellow and orange sandy silts across the stripped area
(Plate 2). A mid brown grey sandy silt subsoil was identified across the site, measuring
between 0.15m and 0.18m in thickness. This was overlain by a 0.12m to 0.25m thick
dark brown grey sandy silt topsoil.

3.2.2 The earliest ditch (107, 109) extended across the site in an east to west direction (Fig.
3,S.3; Plate 3). It measured 0.5m in width and ranged in depth from 0.12m to 0.26m.
The steeply sloping sided and concave based ditch contained two fills. It was filled
with a dark grey brown silty sand (105, 108). Finds from this fill consisted of 16
abraded sherds (206g) of early Roman pottery, along with two flints (26g), one struck
and one unworked burnt flint.

3.2.3 Ditch 107 was cut by ditch 102 (104), which crossed the site on a north-west to south-
east alignment (Fig. 3, S.2; Plate 4). The ditch measured 0.7m wide and was 0.15m
deep with gently sloping sides and a concave base. It was filled with a light yellow grey
silty sand (101, 103) with common sub-angular unworked flint pieces. No finds were
recovered from this ditch.

3.2.4 Two modern service trenches were also identified within the stripped area.

3.3 Finds summary

3.3.1 A small assemblage was recovered from fill 105 of ditch 107 (see Appendix A). This

consists of 206g of mid to late 1st century AD pottery, along with a single struck flint
of probable Neolithic or Early Bronze Age date and an unworked burnt flint.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 4 10 August 2017
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4
4.1.1

4.1.2

4.1.3

DISCUSSION

The area of archaeological recording is located around 75m directly south of the
recorded route of the Caistor St Edmund to Crownthorpe Roman road (NHER 19725),
which also runs through the northern edge of the site. Consequently, the presence of
Roman remains within the stripped area is not unsurprising. Ditch 107, which
produced mid to late 1st century AD pottery, is parallel with the Roman road and could
signify the remnant of a field system orientated with, and extending away from the
road.

Whilst ditch 102 remains undated, it clearly cut through the Roman ditch, and
therefore post-dated it. It does not appear to align with any recorded cropmarks or
field boundaries in the immediate vicinity. Although, itis on a similar alignment to the
railway.

The recovery of a residual struck flint in ditch 107 would also indicate a low-level
prehistoric presence in the area.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 5 10 August 2017
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APPENDIX A FINDS REPORTS

Al

Pottery

By Alice Lyons

Results

Al1l

A.1.2

A.1.3

Sixteen sherds of early Roman coarse ware pottery (206g) were recovered from a
single fill (105) within ditch 107. The pottery is fragmentary and severely abraded with
an average sherd weight of 12.5g. The pottery sherds are the remains of many (up to
16) individual vessels and not the remains of a single broken jar.

All the pottery originates from globular flat bottomed utilitarian jars: two ‘S’ shaped
rolled rims were recorded, also a straight everted rim (diameters ranged from 120 to
160mm). Although decoration is minimal, at least one of the jars has a cordon on the
neck derived from the Iron Age tradition of vessel design (Thompson 1984). The fabrics
are all blue grey Sandy grey wares, with common silver mica, although they show a
variety of finishes including black slip. Such fabrics are typical of central Norfolk pottery
production (Green 1977).

This is a small discrete assemblage which probably reflects an isolated deposit of
domestic rubbish which occurred during the mid to late 1st century AD. As the site is
within a known Roman landscape with other Roman pottery, including samian found
in the vicinity (NHER 8901), this level of activity should be expected.

Further Works

Al4

A.2

No further work is suggested at the present time. If any additional archaeological work
is undertaken in the vicinity this material should be incorporated into the larger
archive.

Flint

By Lawrence Billington

A21

A single worked flint (10.7g) and one piece of unworked burnt flint (14.7g) were
recovered from context 105 of ditch 107. The worked flint is an unretouched, hard
hammer struck, secondary flake. Although not strongly chronologically diagnostic, it is
most likely to be of Neolithic or Early Bronze Age date. The flake is unrecorticated and
is in relatively fresh condition, but does exhibits some edge damage along one lateral
edge which is consistent with having been used as a simple cutting tool.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 6 10 August 2017
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Further Comments

Black and white film photographs were taken during the project; however the camera was
stolen, therefore the negatives have been lost.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 10 10 August 2017
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Figure 1: Site location showing archaeological watching brief area (red). Scale 1:750
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Plate 2: Overall view of archaeological features (looking north-east)
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Plate 3: Ditch 109 (looking west)

Plate 4: Ditch 102 (looking north-west)
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