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Summary 

Between the 24th and the 25th of January 2017 Oxford Archaeology East carried 
out an evaluation on land north of Norwich Road, Chippenham. A total of eight 
30m x 2m trenches were excavated. The evaluation produced no results of 
archaeological significance, with only two tree throws, a modern ditch and 
geological hollows being present in the target area.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Scope of work 
1.1.1 Oxford Archaeology East (OAE) was commissioned by Lawtonash Training Services Ltd 
to undertake a trial trench evaluation at the site of land north of Norwich Road, Chippenham. 

1.1.2 The work was undertaken as a condition of Planning Permission (planning ref. 
16/01401/FUL) to inform the Planning Authority in advance of a submission of a Planning 
Application. A brief/specification was set by Andy Thomas (Design Brief: Thomas, 2017) and a 
Written Scheme of Investigation was produced by OA (WSI: Connor, 2017) detailing the Local 
Authority’s requirements for work necessary to inform the planning process/discharge the 
planning condition. This document outlines how OA implemented the specified requirements. 

1.2 Location, topography and geology 
1.2.1 The site is located adjacent to the B1085 and A11, on the south side of the river Kennett. It is 
c.3.2 km to the south-east of the village of Chippenham and just south of Red Lodge. There 
are no structures in the proposed development area.   

1.2.2 The geology of the area is mapped as Holywell Nodular Chalk Formation and New Pit 
Chalk Formation (undifferentiated). The site is relatively level at c. 19m OD with a slight 
northwards slope towards the River Kennett which flows to the north of the application area. 

1.3 Archaeological and historical background 
1.3.1 The site lies on the south side of the River Kennett in an area rich in archaeological 
remains (WSI: Connor, 2017). Prehistoric funerary monuments are known above the 
floodplain of the river including the possible ploughed out remains of a Bronze Age barrow on 
the northern edge of the application area (HER 07525/MCB9090) and several more further 
afield eg. MCB9226, MCB13499, MCB08107, WGN003). Other prehistoric activity is attested 
to by finds of flint scatters to the north-west (MCB19101), the south-east (MCB18220) and 
south-west (MCB9046) of the application area. 

1.3.2 Archaeological work in the vicinity has shown the presence of prehistoric and multi 
period remains, particularly to the south-east (eg ECB2054, ECB3012). In contrast, an 
evaluation to the north-east (ECB3300), whilst finding a scatter of prehistoric flint, found no 
evidence for settlement. 
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2 EVALUATION AIMS AND METHODOLOGY 
2.1 Aims 
2.1.1 This evaluation sought to establish the character, date, state of preservation of 
archaeological remains within the application area. The scheme of works detailed below 
aimed to: 

i. Provide evidence for the presence /absence of potential archaeological features by 
means of a geophysical survey 

ii. Ground truth geophysical results, by testing a range of anomalies of likely archaeological 
origin, and areas where no anomalies registered 

iii. Establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains on those areas of the site 
where the proposed change of use will impact, characterise where they are found 
(location, depth and extent), and establish the quality of preservation of any archaeology 
and environmental remains 

iv. Provide sufficient coverage to establish the form, date and purpose of any archaeological 
deposits 

v. Provide sufficient coverage to evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the 
possible presence of masking deposits 

vi. Set results in the local, regional, and national archaeological context – and, in particular, 
its wider cultural landscape and past environmental conditions 

vii. Provide – in the event that archaeological remains were found – sufficient information 
to construct an archaeological mitigation strategy, dealing with preservation, the 
recording of archaeological deposits, working practices, timetables, and orders of cost. 

2.2 Methodology 
2.2.1 The Brief required that a total of eight trenches, each measuring 30m in length, be 
excavated. These were targeted on anomalies identified by the geophysical survey along with 
potential blank areas.  

2.2.2 The site was surveyed by Magnitude using a magnetometer. The area accessible to 
survey was 1.6 ha.  

2.2.3  Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision with a 
tracked 360° excavator using a toothless ditching bucket. 

2.2.4 Service plans were checked before any work commenced.  

2.2.5 Top soil and sub soil were separated during the excavation.  

2.2.6 All natural and subsoil surfaces uncovered during the excavation were cleaned by hand 
to ascertain any archaeological potential.  

2.2.7 Site conditions were favourable, with dry ground conditions and good weather.  
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3 RESULTS 
3.1 Introduction and presentation of results 
3.1.1 The results of the evaluation are presented below. The full details of all trenches, with 
dimensions and depths of all deposits, form the content of Appendix A.  

3.2 General soils and ground conditions 
3.2.1 The soil sequence between all trenches was uniform. The natural chalk geology was 
overlain by subsoil, which in turn was overlain by topsoil. 

3.2.2 Ground conditions throughout the evaluation were generally good, and the trenches 
remained dry throughout. Had archaeological features been present, they would have been 
easy to identify against the underlying natural geology. 

3.2.3 Trenches were located to ground truth geophysical anomalies. 

3.3 General distribution of archaeological deposits 
3.3.1 Geophysical survey was considered to be successful but did not identify any features 
of certain or possible archaeological origin. The geophysical survey results reflect agricultural 
and modern activity together with minor natural soil and geological variations. 

3.3.2 The natural deposits in all pf the trenches comprised chalk, interspersed with patches 
of glacial sand. Trenches 2 and 4-7 were devoid of archaeology. A number of possible features 
in Trenches 1 and 3 were investigated, in order to ground truth and test the archaeological 
potential of the results of the geophysical survey.  

3.3.3 The possible features identified within these trenches were all found to be of natural 
origin. A ditch investigated in Trench 3 is likely to be relatively modern in date.  

3.4 Trench 1 
3.4.1 Trench 1 overlay chalk geology with patches of silty-sand, probably resulting from glacial 
activity. Above this was 0.30m of dark, sandy topsoil. A possible feature was identified as a 
geophysical anomaly and soil mark within the trench but upon investigation this was found to 
be a natural hollow (4). No archaeological features were present.  

3.5 Trench 3 
3.5.1 Two small tree throws (6 & 8) were excavated in Trench 3, yielding no finds. A small 
ditch was investigated that had been identified by the geophysical survey. This too contained 
no finds. It is likely that this linear feature (identified by geophysical survey) was associated 
with modern agricultural activity.     

3.6 Finds and Environmental summary 
3.6.1 There were no finds recovered during the evaluation. Environmental sampling was not carried 
out due to the paucity of suitable archaeological deposits.   
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4 DISCUSSION 
4.1 Reliability of Field Investigation 
4.1.1 The geophysical survey was successful and the magnetic survey responded well to the 
survey area’s environment. 

4.1.2 The investigation was unhindered by adverse weather or unfavourable conditions. The 
coverage afforded by the trenching was suitable to accurately highlight any archaeological 
deposits recorded by the geophysical survey. The impact of past land usage was minimal, this 
was visible in the depth of the top and sub soils.  

4.2 Interpretation 
4.2.1 The evaluation (geophysical survey and trenching) uncovered no evidence of 
archaeological significance. The natural features recorded in Trench 3 are most likely small 
tree throws, with sterile fills that contained no finds.  

4.2.2 The agricultural linear feature investigated in Trench 3 was found to be relatively 
recent in date, based on its dark and relatively friable fill composition and irregular profile. 
The large feature (4) investigated in Trench 1 was proven to be a natural hollow, caused by 
glacial activity.  

4.3 Significance 
4.3.1 The investigation has shown that no archaeology is present in the target area. The 
geophysical survey and subsequent targeted trenching has proven sufficient to demonstrate 
that the area is devoid of archaeological remains.  
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APPENDIX A TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY 
 

Trench 1 
General description Orientation N-S 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of chalk. Substantial natural hollow 
investigated 4, measuring 0.80m deep. 

Length (m) 30 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.45m 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil - - 
2 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil - - 
3 Layer - - Natural  - - 
4 Cut - 0.80m Natural Hollow - - 
5 Fill - 0.80m Natural Hollow - - 
Trench 2 
General description Orientation E-W 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil - - 
2 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil - - 
3 Layer - - Natural  - - 
Trench 3 
General description Orientation SE-NW 
Trench devoid of archaeology, containing two three throws 6 and 
8. An agricultural linear of recent date was present in Trench 3. 
Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.36 Topsoil - - 
2 Layer  - 0.10 Subsoil - - 
3 Layer - - Natural  - - 
6 Cut - - Tree throw - - 
7 Fill   Fill of tree throw - - 
8 Cut   Tree throw - - 
9 Fill   Fill of tree throw - - 
10 Fill   Fill of tree throw - - 
11 Fill   Fill of tree throw - - 
Trench 4 
General description Orientation E-W 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.43 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.33 Topsoil - - 
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2 Layer  - 0.10 Subsoil - - 
3 Layer - - Natural  - - 
Trench 5 
General description Orientation E-W 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.35 Topsoil - - 
2 Layer  - 0.10 Subsoil - - 
3 Layer - - Natural  - - 
Trench 6 
General description Orientation E-W 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.29 Topsoil - - 
2 Layer  - 0.11 Subsoil - - 
3 Layer - - Natural  - - 
Trench 7 
General description Orientation E-W 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.32 Topsoil - - 
2 Layer  - 0.13 Subsoil - - 
3 Layer - - Natural  - - 
 
Trench 8 
General description Orientation E-W 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.47 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.34 Topsoil - - 
2 Layer  - 0.13 Subsoil - - 
3 Layer - - Natural  - - 
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APPENDIX C             OASIS REPORT FORM 
 
Project Details 

OASIS Number oxfordar3-275130 
Project Name Land North of Norwich Road, Chippenham 

 
Start of Fieldwork 24/01/17 End of Fieldwork 25/01/17 
Previous Work No Future Work No 

  
Project Reference Codes 

Site Code CHPNOR17 Planning App. No. 16/01401/FUL 
HER Number ECB4888 Related Numbers  

 
Prompt Local authority planning condition 
Development Type Change of Use 
Place in Planning Process Not known/Not recorded 

 
Techniques used (tick all that apply) 

 Aerial Photography – 
interpretation 

 Grab-sampling  Remote Operated Vehicle Survey 

 Aerial Photography - new  Gravity-core  Sample Trenches 
 Annotated Sketch  Laser Scanning  Survey/Recording of 

Fabric/Structure 
 Augering  Measured Survey  Targeted Trenches 
 Dendrochonological Survey  Metal Detectors  Test Pits 
 Documentary Search  Phosphate Survey  Topographic Survey 
 Environmental Sampling  Photogrammetric Survey  Vibro-core 
 Fieldwalking   Photographic Survey  Visual Inspection (Initial Site Visit) 
 Geophysical Survey  Rectified Photography   

 
 
Monument Period  Object Period 
None None  None None 
 Choose an item.   Choose an item. 
 Choose an item.   Choose an item. 

Insert more lines as appropriate. 
 
Project Location 

County Cambridgeshire  Address (including Postcode) 
District East Cambridgeshire  Land North of Norwich Road,  

Chippenham  
CB8 7QJ 

Parish Chippenham   
HER office Cambridge  
Size of Study Area 1.6 ha  
National Grid Ref TL 6908 6950  

 
Project Originators 

Organisation OA East 
Project Brief Originator Andy Thomas 
Project Design Originator Aileen Connor 
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Project Manager Aileen Connor 
Project Supervisor Kathryn Blackbourn  

 
Project Archives 
 Location ID 
Physical Archive (Finds) n/a  n/a 
Digital Archive OA East  CHPNOR17 
Paper Archive CCC HET stores ECB4888 

 
Physical Contents Present? Digital files 

associated with 
Finds 

Paperwork 
associated with 
Finds 

Animal Bones    
Ceramics    
Environmental    
Glass    
Human Remains    
Industrial    
Leather    
Metal    
Stratigraphic    
Survey    
Textiles    
Wood    
Worked Bone    
Worked Stone/Lithic    
None    
Other    

 
Digital Media  Paper Media  
Database  Aerial Photos  
GIS  Context Sheets  
Geophysics  Correspondence  
Images (Digital photos)  Diary  
Illustrations (Figures/Plates)  Drawing  
Moving Image  Manuscript  
Spreadsheets  Map  
Survey  Matrices  
Text  Microfiche  
Virtual Reality  Miscellaneous  
  Research/Notes  
  Photos (negatives/prints/slides)  
  Plans  
  Report  
  Sections  
  Survey  
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APPENDIX D GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY 
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Plate 2: Trench 2, looking west 

Plate 1: Trench 1, looking south - showing large natural hollow 
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