
Excavations alongside Roman Ermin Street, Gloucester and Wiltshire 

Acknowledgements 

The A419/A417 Design, Build, Finance and Operate 
(DBFO) contract was awarded to Road Management 
Services (Gloucester) Ltd (RMS) in January 1996 by 
the Secretary of State for Transport. The construction 
project was undertaken by RMS's sister company Road 
Management Group Construction Joint Venture 
(RMGJV), both companies are a consortium of four 
equal partners, AMEC, Alfred McAlpine, Brown and 
Root and Dragados. The Oxford Archaeological Unit 
(OAU) were contracted by RMGJV's environ­
mental and landscape consultants, Chris Blandford 
Associates (CBA) to provide the total archaeological 
input. The Highways Agency's Department's Agent 
for the project was WSP Civils (formerly Frank Graham 
Consulting Engineers). 

The successful integration of the civil engineering 
works with the archaeological excavations and 
watching briefs resulted from the close-co-operation 
of many individuals from the different companies 
involved. The following deserve special mention and 
thanks for all their help and assistance. Bob Golding 
(RMGJV - Project Director). John McGinty (RMGJV -
Project Manager), Phil Smith (RMS - Agent) Mike Reid 
(RMS - Assistant Agent), Derek Parody (Parkman/ 
Howard Humphreys - Designers Principal), 
Peter Bigby (RMGJV - Chief Engineer), Tony Zandona 
and Dave Willis (WSP Civils Engineers - Depart­
ment 's Agent) and Philip Russell-Vick and Mark 
Holland (CBA). 

Thanks are also due to other RMGJV staff and their 
sub-contractors for their unstinting help and patience 
in providing a variety of services, particularly include 
the following: Rob Ayres, Steve Ayres, Sue Barlow, 
Peter Bundell, Andy Bowyer, Dave Cox, Jeff Curry, 
Colin Edwards, Tony Fielden, Duncan Gibson, 
Ian Gillett, Keith Godson, Dave Ireland, John Kirby, 
John Nichols, Dave Pickering, Richard Pollard, 
Keith Titman, Dave Wooldridge, Richard Young, and 
last, but not least, Packie McGetrigan, RMGJV's Plant 
Manager for never failing to get the right plant to the 
right place at the right time. 

In addition grateful thanks must be expressed to 
Helen Glass and Dave Maynard of CBA, who acted 
as Project Archaeologists, for their support and 
enthusiasm during the- setting up, execution 
and publication of the project. The Department's 
Agent 's archaeological advisors (Jan Wills and 
Charles Parry of Gloucestershire County Council) 
monitored the archaeological work, and Jan Wills and 
Roy Canham (County Archaeologists for Gloucester­
shire and Wiltshire respectively) gave invaluable 
advice on the archaeology of the region. 

We would like to acknowledge the co-operation 
of English Heritage who are responsible for the 
management of the Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
which were affected by the road scheme. Liaison was 
maintained throughout the project with the County 

Archaeologists for Gloucestershire and Wiltshire and 
with English Heritage. 

An archaeological project the size and complexity 
of the A419/A417 DBFO Road scheme could not have 
been completed both within time and budget without 
the unstinting assistance of numerous staff of the 
Oxford Archaeological Unit. George Lambrick, OAU's 
Deputy Director, was the Project Director and was 
instrumental in both setting up the project and 
ensuring the intellectual coherence and credibility of 
what at first seemed to be a varied assortment of sites 
of different periods and types. 

The principal Field Directors and Supervisors were 
Richard Brown, Sean Cook, Rob Early, Alan Lupton, 
Brian Matthews, Andrew Mudd, Jeff Muir, Paul 
Murray, Andrew Parkinson, Mick Parsons, Phil Piper, 
Mark Roberts, Ken Welsh and Duncan Wood, ably and 
professionally assisted by Assistant Supervisors and 
Field Technicians too numerous to mention by name. 
Suffice it to say they know who they are, and all 
must be congratulated on their enthusiasm and 
perseverance, especially those who worked at Birdlip 
Quarry, in deepest winter. 

The core watching brief staff consisted of Sean 
Cook, Mark Gocher, Andy Mayes, James Mumford, 
Paul Murray and Mike Simms whose endurance must 
be congratulated given the long hours involved and 
the often tedious nature of the work. Leigh Allen (Finds 
Manager), Greg Campbell (Environmental Manager), 
Paul Hughes (Graphics Manager) and Nicky Scott 
(Archives Manager) all gave invaluable assistance 
and support at every stage of the project. Dr Mark 
Robinson provided the main environmental advice 
during both the fieldwork and post-excavation phases 
of the project. Other members of staff including Tim 
Allen, Alistair Barclay, Paul Booth, Theresa Durden 
and David Jennings have all given invaluable advice 
during the post-excavation stage. Dave Wilkinson 
provided Health and Safety advice. Particular mention 
must be made of Angela Boyle whose editing skills 
have ensured the seamless transition of draft texts into 
the finished publication. Dr Martin Henig and 
Dr Ann Woodward acted as academic referees. 
Roger Featherstone (RCHM[E]) provided OAU with 
some invaluable aerial photographs. 

Mention must be given to those who lay behind 
the scenes, whose contribution to the project is difficult 
to describe or define precisely, but without whose 
efforts and assistance the work would have been so 
much more difficult, namely: Alison Gledhill, Simon 
Palmer, Kay Procter, David Stevens, Louise Waltham, 
Graham Walton and Ianto Wain. 

We are grateful to Bryn Walters for permission to 
reproduce his aerial photograph of Latton 'Roman 
Pond' (Plate 4.7). 

Fiona Roe would like to acknowledge the Depart­
ment of Earth Sciences, University of Oxford, for the 

xxxiv 



Acknowledgements and summary 

use of facilities, and Jeremy Hyde, who made the thin 
section. Roger Howell assisted with the necessary 
fieldwork. She would also like to thank Sue Byrne at 
Gloucester Museum, Robert Clary at Chedworth Roman 
Villa, Guy Kilminster at Cheltenham Museum and Judy 
Mills and John Paddock at Corinium Museum. 

Adrienne Powell would like to thank Kate M. Clark 
for examining and reporting on the skeletal pathology 
within the animal bone assemblages at Duntisbourne 
Grove and Middle Duntisbourne, Kevin Rielly for 

Bob Williams 
Project Manager 
July 1999 

The Oxford Archaeological Unit undertook a series of 
excavations along the line of the Swindon to Gloucester 
DBFO road improvement in 1996 and 1997. The 
road ran between Nettleton in the Gloucestershire 
Cotswolds and Cricklade on the Thames. The work 
was undertaken on behalf of the construction con­
sortium Road Management Group (RMG). The work 
was carried out according to specifications approved 
and monitored by the Highways Agency, and in­
cluded a range of mitigation strategies selected as 
appropriate archaeological responses. In addition a 
scheme-wide watching brief was undertaken along 
the 25 km route. The sites examined included 
both those identified from previous surveys and 
evaluations, and new discoveries. 

The work entailed the excavation of around thirty-
five sites, or parts of sites, of differing types and 
periods. These included two adjoining Bronze Age 
ring ditches near Preston, middle Iron Age settlements 
at Highgate House, Preston and Ermin Farm, late Iron 
Age enclosures at Duntisbourne Grove and Middle 
Duntisbourne, a Roman settlement at Birdlip Quarry, 
and a medieval kitchen block at Street Farm, Latton. 
In addition there were a number of other discoveries 

sharing unpublished data from Bagendon and Ditches 
and Dave Webb who provided photographs for the 
report. 

Leigh Allen is grateful to Arthur MacGregor for 
his identification of the horn vessel from Cowley 
Underbridge Trench 6. 

Angela Boyle would particularly like to thank Paul 
Hughes, Mike Middleton and Rob Reed for their advice 
and many long hours working on the final illustrations 
for the project at short notice. 

relating particularly to Roman Ermin Street. These 
included a probable roadside funerary monument and 
trackway at Field's Farm, Roman trackway ditches 
and quarries at Court Farm, Latton and part of a late 
Roman midden at Weavers Bridge. Ermin Street itself 
was examined with seven trenches through the Roman 
and later roads. Burford Road (Akeman Street) was 
examined in two sections with less significant results. 

Important environmental evidence was obtained 
from work at Latton 'Roman Pond' (within a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument) and in the Churn Valley. 
A programme of radiocarbon dating was also 
undertaken, both in relation to the environmental 
sequences and the earlier prehistoric and Iron Age sites. 

A consistent theme of fieldwork was the coincid­
ental discovery of small numbers of prehistoric features 
as a result of stripping large areas (such as at Birdlip 
Quarry, Duntisbourne Grove and Trinity Farm). Less 
surprisingly, numbers of Roman, medieval and post-
medieval field boundaries were recorded as well as 
traces of ridge-and-furrow cultivation. The evidence 
for earlier boundaries and agriculture has been 
presented along with other miscellaneous features in 
summary form. 

Summary 

XXXV 



Excavations alongside Roman Ermin Street, Gloucester and Wiltshire 

Plate 1.1 Aerial view of route south-east of Cirencester with Cricklade in the distance. The route runs south of the 
Scheduled Ancient Monument at Latton. The excavations at Lower Street Furlong and Fosse Farm are in the foreground. 
Reproduced by permission of RCHME (ref NMR 15425/36). 
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