INTRODUCTION

Since only a small number of the manorial buildings
were excavated, the scope of the documentary
research has been limited to those sections of the
Winchester pipe rolls dealing with the manorial
buildings (see Blair below). The results of the
comprehensive researches of Simon Townley and
Alan Crossley that deal with Witney have been made
available for this chapter.

THE EVIDENCE OF THE WINCHESTER PIPE
ROLLS, 1208-1398
by John Blair

Introduction

The bishop of Winchester's annual account rolls
contain a mass of evidence for the management of
the estate in all its aspects, including the never-
ending process of repair and piecemeal rebuilding
which any complex manorial site required. In the
case of Witney, the excavation of the central
buildings should in theory give a splendid opportu-
nity to correlate the written and archaeological
records.

In practice, this opportunity is rather limited. The
most complex excavated phases of the site are of the
mid to late 12th century, but the pipe rolls only begin
in 1208. By that stage the ground floor of the solar
tower and the extensions around it comprised a
largely filled-in platform; the rebuildings above this,
at the main residential level, were found by excava-
tion to have disappeared almost without trace. While
there can be some confidence about the positions of
the great chamber, the chapel, the north gate and the
perimeter wall of the main curia or enclosure, the
mass of other buildings mentioned in the accounts
are not represented on the ground, but must be
located schematically from references to their abut-
tals on other buildings. It is in their evidence for the
overall layout and boundaries of the site, providing a
context for the excavated buildings at their fully-
developed stages, that the accounts are most valu-
able (see proposed reconstruction of the layout of the
manor, Fig. 6.1).

It has not been possible to analyse the huge
quantity of economic data on the Witney membranes
of the rolls. Only the custus domorum section, dealing
with building maintenance, has been searched
(1208/9-1363/4 by John Blair, 1364/5-1398/9 by
Ralph Evans), and a year-by-year digest of specific
references to buildings has been prepared. Similar
extracts for thirteen randomly selected years in the
15th century were made by Christopher Day. These
digests, which are deposited with the site archive,
form the basis of the following analytical account.
No attempt is made to note every reference to every
building, or to chart the fluctuations in expenditure
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or maintenance: the aim is a spatial reconstruction,
noting reorganisations and the appearances of new
buildings where possible. The first reference is
normally noted; a date followed by ‘etc.” indicates
that there are several later ones. The appearance on
the same account of works both in the main manorial
curia and at the park-lodge may occasionally
confuse, though the clerks were generally careful to
distinguish between them. It is recognised that the
amalgamation of references over a broad timespan is
likely to disguise replacements and even perhaps
radical replannings, though it is worth noting that
contradictory abuttals have only been encountered
in the single case of the dovecot.

The environs and the perimeter walls

Abuttals give some impression of the immediate
environs of the site. Arable in 1248/9 included 8 acres
in the field between the curia and the lord’s park
(which is hard to understand), and 18 acres in the field
between the curia and the meadow. Forty perches
behind the curia were ditched and hedged as a pasture
for calves in 1254-5. Various gates in the perimeter
walls were known by the features which they faced:
the gate by the fishpond (1208/9, 1357/8), the gate
towards the croft (1245/6), the gate against the field
(1356/7, 1357/8), the Piriheye gate (1331/2, 1357/8),
and the ‘middle-gate’ (middulyate) on the south side
(1369/70). The fishpond and mills lay eastwards, by
the river (Fig. 6.2). A tunnel (spelunca) made in 1232 /3
began at the byre and led to the corn-mill and the
fulling-mill held by Herbert Pirc. The lord’s fulling-
mill and the lord’s mill both occur in 1385/6. The
fishpond was re-made in 1254 /5, and provided with a
new sluice in 1325/6; the fishpond and an adjoining
garden were enclosed by a hedge in 1358/9.

The great gate at the entrance to the curia (1220/1
etc.), which had a room above (solium supraportam)
(1220/1), was probably the north gate found in the
excavation. A series of references indicate, however,
that there was also an outer enclosure with its own
gate. It occurs as the ‘external gate of the manor’
(1346/7) and the ‘great outer gate’ (1381/2), and had
a room (3atsoler) above (1384/5). The great gate and
the “postern towards the town’ were both repaired in
1349/50, and the gates ad introitum curie and infer’
cur’ in 1360/1. The walls on the north side are des-
cribed variously as between the external enclosure
and the town (inter exterior’ claus’ et vill’) (1327/8),
around the external enclosure of the curia (circa
exteriorem clausum curie) (1330/1), the high wall
towards the town (1349/50), between the two curiae
on the north side (1369/70), and between the outside
of the curia and the common pasture called le
churchgrene (1470/1). The ‘chamber outside the gate’
occurs between 1245/6 and 1336/7. In fact this
seems to have been in the area between the inner and
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Chapter Six

outer walls, since in 1346/7 two buttresses were
added to the ‘chamber beyond the inner gate’ (camera
ultra portam interior'), a description used again in
1377/8. The ‘long stable’ was apparently also in the
outer court, since there was a wall between it and the
external gate of the manor (1346/7) containing 11,
perches [57.8 m with a 16! ft perch, 63.0 m with an
18 ft perch] (1389/90).

Westwards, a new stone wall between the church-
yard and curia, 11 perches long [55.3 m with a 16/, ft
perch, 60.3 m with an 18 ft perch], was made in
1327/8. There are references to the gate outside the
postern towards the churchyard (1244/5), the gate
between the churchyard and kitchen (1309/10,
1318/19) and the gate towards the church (1349/50).
This is important evidence that the kitchen, and
hence the other services connected with provisioning
the hall, were on the western edge of the site. The
bakehouse-gate (bakhous3lat) mentioned in 1346/7
was therefore probably also on this site. It is fairly
clear that the curia extended right up to the
churchyard boundary, across the present Station
Road and perhaps under the almshouses which now
border the churchyard.

East of the inner enclosure lay the barnyard or
barton (bertona in the accounts), bounded north-
wards by Farm Mill Lane and extending eastwards
towards the river. When the accounts began it may
not have been fully enclosed, since in 1211/12 it was
necessary to make a ditch between the mill and the
barn(s). The barton gate was re-made in 1225/6, a
wall built around the barton in 1232/3, and three
gates made in this perimeter wall in 1244/5; 35Y,
perches of wall [1785 m with a 161 ft perch,
194.8 m with an 18 ft perch] were built around the
barton in 1247 /8. The wall ‘by the king’s highway on
the north side’ repaired in 1369/70 was clearly the
boundary along Farm Mill Lane.

Renovation of the perimeter walls in 1354/5
involved building 60 perches of wall [301.7 m with
a 16 ft perch, 329.2 m with an 18 ft perch] around
the pinfold, the external enclosure next the garden,
the barton of the manor, and by the road towards
the mill (ie Farm Mill Lane). In 1385/6 the premises
were raided by royal retainers, the ‘necessary
expenses’ for that year including repairs to the
broken locks of several stores and chambers. This
attack seems to have prompted another overhaul of
the defences, itemised in the account for 1388/9.
Stone was dug for repairing and building the walls
of the manor (pro parietibus ad manerium emendandis
et faciendis), and the gate-room was shored up for
repairs to the contiguous wall. A length of wall
around the inner enclosure was pulled down to
make a foundation for part of the new wall, and the
combynge [coping?] of part of the same wall was
renewed. Elsewhere the stone wall was newly
‘combed’ and its foundation ‘rammed’ (under-
pinned?). It seems possible that this work included
the Period 7 thickening of the north face of the
north curtain wall, identified by excavation (see
Chapter 2).
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The inner curia

As is clear from the excavations, the site was built up
with massive masonry structures by the time the
accounts start. The first accounts show major works
in progress on the central buildings: making two
garderobes in preparation for a royal visit (1208/9),
and finishing the great chamber and making two
garderobes and two pentices (1210/11).

The aula or hall (which was repaired in 1211/2
after a storm) must have lain somewhere in the
western half of the enclosure, north or east of the
kitchen and associated buildings (which as shown
below can be located in the south-west corner), and
west of the great chamber. The distinction between
the ‘great aisle’ and the ‘aisle next the great chamber’
(1244/5) suggests that the hall was aligned north-
south. The ‘great aisle’ may in fact have been the
nave of a single-aisled hall, with the aisle proper on
its east side facing the excavated chamber complex.
A payment in 1247/8 for leadwork ‘for the aisle
before the chapel’ (pro ala ante capellam) is hard to
reconcile with the other references, and it may be
that some structure different from one of the hall
aisles is meant. The great aisle had windows and
two doors (1245/6), one with a step (1331/2).
Major works in 1245/6 involved covering walls
(presumably half-built) during winter and the
purchase of freestone for windows, walls and
benches. The hall had a great chimney (1225/6),
glazed windows (1246/7, 1300/1), a louvre
(1317/18), and a porch (1272/3 etc., up to 1396/7)
containing a bench (1340/1). There was work de
mantel aule and pro pariete in le mantell in 1395/6. A
‘tower’ (1336/7), with a lead roof, adjoined one end
of the hall (1359/60, 1360/1) and in 1386/7 was
being used as the bailiff's chamber; the quoins on its
east side were repaired in 1396/7, and the ‘tower
chamber’ occurs in 1441/2.

Standard services, a timber spence and ‘buttery’
with a stone wall between them, were built in 1247/8
(in dispensa et botelia carpentand’; in muro faciend’ inter
dispensam et boteliam); the next reference, in 1267/8,
uses the more up-to-date- terminology of ‘pantry and
buttery’. Also in this area were the ‘chamber next
the hall’ (1235/6), perhaps identical with the ‘long
chamber next the hall’ (1293/4) and the ‘chamber
below the hall’ (1365/6), and probably the salsary
(1246/7, roofed 1396/7). The wine-house (domus
vinositor’) (1309/10), the wine-cellar (1312/13,
1334/5) and ‘the building called wynsoler’ (1396/7)
were presumably the same or associated structures.

The coquina or kitchen (1220/1 etc.) rebuilt in
1223/4 and 1325/6, adjoined the western boundary
(above); the ‘kitchen below the hall’ (coquina infra
aulam), tiled in 1346/7, was presumably a separate
and subsidiary structure. In 1251/2 the building of a
chamber next the kitchen involved making a wall
between the kitchen and ‘bakehouse’. There were
other walls between the bakehouse and ‘dovecot’
(1334/5, 1355/6) and between the lord’s chamber
and the bakehouse (1306/7). A wall linking the
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bakehouse to the well (a puteo usque ad furnillum,
1211/12) could provide important evidence for the
position of the whole service complex, as awell was
located adjacent to the tower in the south-east of the
enclosure (Chapter 2, Period 5a). If this is the same
well it would establish that the services were at the
south rather than the north end of the hall, although
the wall in question was not found, perhaps because
the excavations were not bottomed in this area. The
bakehouse and 'brewhouse' were repaired in 1325/6;
the rebuilding of the wall on their east side (1370/1)
suggests that they comprised a single range aligned
north-south. The 'dairy' (1244/5 etc.) was linked to
the kitchen by lead gutters (1247/8). All this suggests
that these buildings were grouped tightly in the
south-western part of the inner enclosure, west of
the great chamber. This zone probably also included
the 'granary' (1244/5 etc.), the 'chamber next the
granary' (1251/2,1264/5) and 'the latrine behind the
granary' (rebuilt 1364/5). It is unclear if the 'stable
next the kitchen' (1245/6,1246/7) was identical with
the 'great stable' (1264/5, 1349/50) or 'lord's stable'
(1349/50); these could have been in the outer court
with the long stable (above).

The 'great chamber' (magnum thalamum, magna
camera domini, etc.) must be the big Romanesque
structure shown in the Buck drawing (Fig. 6.4), and
can be confidently located on the extended and
largely in-filled platform of the major excavated
structure (called the Solar Tower in this report). It is
mentioned regularly, for instance in references to
whitewashing (1246/7) and to frequent re-roofings.
It had at least five windows (repaired in 1360/1), a
chimney (1349-50), and a garderobe (1312/13 etc.)
with stone door-jambs (1331/2).

There was a pentice linking the great chamber to
the chapel {pro carpentriaj penticium inter capellam
et thalamum domini) (1273/4), as well as a raised
walk (alura) Unking the great chamber to the hall
(1312/13). The 'private chamber (secretum thalamum)
next the great chamber' (1245/6) can perhaps be
identified with the 'chamber behind the lord's
great chamber' (1361/2), and the 'chamber next
the great chamber' (1454-61). The 'door between
the great chamber and the little chamber' occurs in
1480/1. Also probably linked to the main chamber
were the 'wardrobe', which had a door and two
windows (1245/6 etc.); the 'lord's study', with
glazed windows (1330/1, 1337/8); and the 'middle
chamber opposite the chapel' (1479/80). A 'cellar'
occurs in 1220/1, 1245/6 and (as 'the great cellar')
in 1248/9; the door of the cellar under the high
chamber (celarsub altam cameram) was mended in
1330/1. The 'well' was heightened and covered (in
puteo hauriend' et claudend’) in 1211/12, given a
timber and boarded enclosure in 1329/30, and a
kerb in 1362/3. The progressive heightening de-
scribed here is consistent with the evidence from
the excavated well in the western angle of the great
chamber-block or tower. A ‘'garderobe next the
well' (probably that excavated in the West Block)
was roofed in 1320/1.
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The 'chapel', located in the excavation, occurs
regularly, when linen cloths were bought for its
windows (1215/16) or an iron wedge (cavillo ferreo)
for itscross (1251/2). In 1465/6 the chapel walls were
repaired and raised, and the chapel roof, the 'lower
roof within the chapel' and the 'roof over the chapel
altar' were re-made: these phrases imply that by
then the chapel had some kind of internal structure,
perhaps a loft over the east end. A room above
the chapel door (hostium) was approached by a
stair (1364/5). A garden adjoined both the chapel
(apayment pro muro herbarii iuxta capellam in 1254/5)
and the great chamber, which may have been entered
from it up astair (repairs ad steyram iuxta herbag' extra
cameram domini in 1304/5). This locates the garden in
the south-east corner of the site, east of the great
chamber and south of the chapel; the 'garden door
towards the lord's chamber' occurs in 1480/1.

It isthe range of additional chambers which marks
the site out most clearly from a normal manor house.
The 'bailiffs chamber' occurs frequently (1248/9
etc.), though it is unclear whether it was already in
the tower by the hall (above); the 'bailiff s hall'
(1335/6) and the 'chamber next the bailiffs chamber’
(1348/9) are each mentioned only once. A 'new
chamber' was built in 1248/9, apparently of timber,
above an (existing?) cellar that had a masonry
doorway and window. The 'warrener's chamber’
adjoined a gate, and was linked by a stone wall to
the 'bailiffs stable' (1381/2). The 'chamber by the
lower gate' was repaired in 1387/8, and the work
included demolishing a chimney and partly rebuild-
ing the walls. Several lesser chambers are unlocated:
the 'clerks' chamber' (1225/6 etc.), which had at least
nine windows (1300/1) and a garderobe (1375/6);
the 'sergeants' chamber' (1251/2 etc.); the 'knights'
chamber' (1264/5, 1273/4); the 'esquires’ chamber’
(1293/4, etc., called 'old' in 1362/3); the ‘almoner's
chamber' (1294/5, 1298/9); and the 'monks' cham-
ber’ (1311/12, 1346/7). The 'lord's new chamber’
had work done on its garderobe in 1479/80.

The barton

The accounts give an impression of agricultural
buildings close up against the west side of the
barton, separated by a wall from the east end of the
chapel and the lord's garden. There are references
to the wall between the pinfold and the chapel
(1247/8), the wall between the chapel and the barn
of the curia (1364/5), the wall between the lord's
chapel and the barn and thence as far as the pigsty
(1363/4), the garden gate next the barn (1301/2,
1305/6), the gate towards the garden (1309/10 etc.),
and the pinfold and barton gates (1349/50).

The [*arn' (1311/12 etc., usually referred to as 'in
thecuria' or 'inthe manor’ to distinguish it from barns
in the park-lodge, had aporch (1326/7); repairs to the
roof over its west head (1327/8) show that it was
aligned east-west. There was a ‘chamber next
the barn' in 1262/3; the wall between the byre and
the barn occurs in 1365/6, and the new wall between



