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Summary 

Between the 14th and 18th December 2020, Oxford Archaeology East 
undertook a trial trench evaluation, comprising five trenches on a small parcel 
of land to the north-east of 29 The Green, Great Staughton, St Neots, 
Cambridgeshire. The development area is cited for the erection of twelve 
residential dwellings with associated infrastructure and landscaping.  

Three ephemeral ditches were observed in Trench 1, closest to the road, 
adjacent to the north-western boundary of the site. These corresponded 
closely with the results of a geophysical survey conducted prior to the 
evaluation. 

The remaining trenches contained no archaeological features or deposits. A 
scattering of possible features within them was, upon investigation, found to 
be either root disturbance or natural discolouration of the superficial deposits.  

The site was notable only for its sterility. Not a single find was recovered from 
either the aforementioned features or the overlying soils. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Scope of work 
1.1.1 Oxford Archaeology East (OAE) was commissioned by Chorus Homes Group Ltd to 

undertake a trial trench evaluation to the north-east of 29 The Green, Great Staughton, 
St Neots, Cambridgeshire (centred on TL 513100 265125; Fig. 1). This comprised a 
0.42ha parcel of land cited for the erection of twelve residential dwellings with 
associated infrastructure and landscaping.  

1.1.2 The work was undertaken to inform the Planning Authority in advance of the 
submission of a Planning Application. A brief was set by Andy Thomas of the 
Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Team (CHET; Thomas 2020), 
detailing the Local Authority’s requirements for work necessary to inform the planning 
process. A written scheme of investigation produced in response to this document by 
OAE (Lord 2020) outlined how OAE would implement the specified requirements. 

1.1.3 Prior to the trial trenching evaluation, a geophysical survey of the site was undertaken 
by Magnitude Surveys. This indicated the possible presence of archaeological remains 
in the north-western part of the site. The full results of this survey are included as 
Appendix B. 

1.2 Location, topography and geology 
1.2.1 The site is located 8km south-west of Huntingdon and to the north of the historic core 

of Great Staughton, Cambridgeshire (Fig. 1). It is currently used as arable farmland and 
lies c.0.6km north of the River Kym, at a height of c.80m AOD.  

1.2.2 It overlies a bedrock of Oxford Clay Formation with loamy and gravelly soils 
predominantly to the south (http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geology 
OfBritain/viewer.html, viewed 22nd October 2020).  

1.3 Archaeological and historical background 
1.3.1 A full search of the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER) of a 1km 

radius centred on the evaluation site was commissioned from CHET (under licence 
number 20-4346). The following is a summary based on the results of the CHER search, 
with records shown on Fig. 2. 

Iron Age and Roman  

1.3.2 Two enclosures believed to be of Iron Age to early Roman date (MCBs 28217 & 28216) 
lie approximately 1km west of the site. A cropmark of an enclosure (MCB 20200, not 
illustrated) 1km to the north-east is also thought to be of Iron Age or Roman origin.  

1.3.3 A single unstratified findspot of a Roman quern stone (MCB 16093) is recorded 0.2km 
to the south-west.  
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Medieval and Post-medieval  

1.3.4 The village of Great Staughton grew up as largely a roadside settlement along the main 
route between St Neots and Kimbolton. From the 16th century onwards the main 
thoroughfare through the village has been known as Staughton Highway.  

1.3.5 Several Grade two listed buildings lie within the historic centre, in addition to those 
associated with Place house (00441a). These include St Andrews Chapel (10347), a 
Baptist church (CB14876) and barn (00443). To the south-west of the site (c.0.7km) lie 
the remains of the vicarage botanical garden (12101).  

1.3.6 A single, moated site (00346), 0.25km to the north-east, is believed to be the remains 
of the former manor house of the Beaufoys, which burnt down in the mid-14th 
century. This is now a Scheduled Ancient Monument of national importance. Also to 
the north-east are two findspots of medieval pottery and a cobbled surface uncovered 
by agricultural activity (MCB 16094, 00466).  

1.3.7 Place House, also a moated manor (00441a), lies 0.9km to the south-west and includes 
earthworks, a barn and garden walls (00441b, 00441c & 00441d). It dates from the 
16th to 17th century and was built on the site of a moated grange of the Charterhouse 
by Sir Oliver Leader, when he acquired the Rectory Manor in c.1539.  

1.3.8 There is also evidence of agricultural activity in open land on both sides of The Green. 
Here, medieval and post-medieval ridge and furrow cultivation and earthworks are 
visible as cropmarks on aerial imagery (MCBs 28218, 21300, 28829, 18733 and entries 
00467, 00465, 00473). This is consistent with written records from census data and 
the Domesday book of 1086.  
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2 AIMS AND METHODOLOGY 
2.1 Aims 
2.1.1 This evaluation sought to establish the character, date and state of preservation of 

archaeological remains within the proposed development area. The scheme of works 
detailed below aimed to:  

• ground truth geophysical results, by testing a range of anomalies of likely 
archaeological origin, and areas where no anomalies were registered;  

• establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains on the site, characterise 
where they were found (location, depth and extent), and establish the quality of 
preservation of any archaeology and environmental remains;  

• provide sufficient coverage to establish the character, condition, date and purpose 
of any archaeological deposits;  

• provide sufficient coverage to evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the 
possible presence of masking deposits;  

• set the results in the local, regional, and national archaeological context – and, in 
particular, its wider cultural landscape and past environmental conditions; and  

• provide – in the event that archaeological remains were found – sufficient 
information to construct an archaeological mitigation strategy, dealing with 
preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, working practices, timetables, 
and orders of cost.  

Research frameworks  

2.1.2 The trial trenching evaluation took place within, and contributed to the goals of 
Regional Research Frameworks relevant to this area:  

Glazebrook J. (1997). Research and Archaeology: A Framework for the Eastern 
counties: 1. Resource Assessment. East Anglian Archaeology Occasional Papers 3.  

Brown, N. & Glazebrook, J. (2000). Research and Archaeology: A Framework for the 
Eastern counties: 2. Research Agenda and Strategy. East Anglian Archaeology 
Occasional Papers 8. 

Medlycott, M. (2011). Research and Archaeology Revisited: A Revised Framework for 
the East of England. East Anglian Archaeology Occasional Papers 24.  

2.2 Methodology 
2.2.1 A total of five trenches (one 30m x 2m, two 25m x 2m and two measuring 20m x 2m) 

were excavated, providing a 4% sample of the development area (Fig. 3).  

2.2.2 Service plans were checked before work commenced on site. The trenches were set 
out by a survey-grade differential GPS (Leica CS10/GS08 fitted with "smartnet" 
technology with an accuracy of 5mm horizontal and 10mm vertical.  

2.2.3 The footprint of each trench was scanned prior to excavation by a qualified and 
experienced operator using a CAT and Genny with a valid calibration certificate.  
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2.2.4 All machine excavation took place under the supervision of a suitably qualified and 
experienced archaeologist. All trenches were excavated by a tracked mechanical 
excavator using a toothless ditching bucket. Exposed archaeological deposits were 
cleaned by hand to clarify features and deposits.  

2.2.5 All archaeological features encountered were investigated and recorded to adequately 
characterise the remains on site and allow decisions to be made regarding future 
mitigation. Apparently natural features (such as tree throws) were sampled sufficiently 
to establish their character.  



  
 

Land to the north east of 29 The Green, Great Staughton, St Neots, Cambridgeshire  V.1 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 5 29 January 2021 

 

3 RESULTS 
3.1 Introduction and presentation of results 
3.1.1 The results of the evaluation are presented below and include a stratigraphic 

description of the trenches that contained archaeological remains. The full details of 
all trenches with dimensions and depths of all deposits can be found in Appendix A.  

3.2 General soils and ground conditions 
3.2.1 The soil sequence in the trenches was uniform. The natural geology comprised mottled 

light grey brown clay with occasional chalk inclusions and darker, siltier banding. This 
was overlain by a mid grey brown silty clay subsoil, which in turn was sealed by dark 
grey brown topsoil (Fig. 4, Section 4 (Trench 5) & Section 5 (Trench 1)). 

3.2.2 Ground conditions throughout the evaluation were mixed with the trenches in the 
eastern part of the site becoming waterlogged soon after excavation. The remaining 
trenches also contained small patches of standing water. Archaeological features, 
where present, were easy to identify against the underlying natural geology. 

3.3 General distribution of archaeological deposits 
3.3.1 The site was notable for its sterility. Not a single find was recovered from the overlying 

soils nor was there much evidence for cut features or deposits within the development 
site, where encountered, these too were devoid of finds or dating evidence. Only a 
small number of linear features were observed in Trench 1, closest to the road (Fig. 3). 

3.4 Trench 1 
3.4.1 Trench 1 lay adjacent to the north-western boundary of the site (Fig. 3; Plate 1). The 

features within the trench corresponded closely with those identified by the 
geophysical survey (App. B), specifically ditches 100 and 102. 

3.4.2 Ditches 100 and 102 were aligned parallel with one another and the extant road (The 
Green), to the west. They were spaced 4.1m apart and continued beyond the edges of 
the trench in both directions. Both were on average 0.60m wide by 0.15m deep, with 
shallow sloped sides and concave bases. Each contained single, homogeneous silty clay 
deposits (101 & 103) that were mid grey brown in colour and from which no finds were 
recovered (Fig. 4, Sections 1 & 2; Plates 2 & 3). 

3.4.3 Although no dating evidence was recovered from these features it seems most likely 
that they related to plots fronting The Green and as such dated to no earlier than the 
post-medieval period. 

3.4.4 Lying between these linear features was ditch 104. This feature extended across the 
trench for 2m on a south-easterly alignment before terminating. Ditch 104 was 0.43m 
wide by 0.24m deep. It had a steep sided, U-shaped profile with a mottled dark grey 
to orange brown silt clay fill (105) that contained no finds (Fig. 4, Section 3; Plate 4).  

3.4.5 Although no direct stratigraphic relationship could be established, it is possible that, 
based on its divergent alignment, this minor feature pre-dated ditches 100 and 102. 
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3.5 Trenches 2 -5 
3.5.1 The remaining trenches contained no archaeological features or deposits. A scattering 

of possible features was observed throughout. However, upon investigation these 
were revealed to be either root disturbance or natural discolouration of the superficial 
deposits (Fig. 3; Plates 5-8). The latter was likely the result of groundwater, as pooling 
of water was observed throughout the development area at between 0.40-0.50m 
below ground level. 

3.6 Finds summary 
3.6.1 As noted above, no finds were recovered from the site. 
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4 DISCUSSION 
4.1 Reliability of field investigation 
4.1.1 The results of the evaluation are deemed reliable. The activity identified by these 

works largely corroborated the results of the geophysical survey (App. B), successfully 
identifying minor linear features in the western part of the site.  

4.1.2 Despite the wet ground conditions, it was possible to fully investigate all putative 
features and determine their veracity or that they were naturally derived. 

4.2 Interpretation 
4.2.1 Overall, it appears that little, if any, determined or intrusive activity had ever taken 

place within the development site. This would suggest that the vicinity lay in the 
agricultural hinterland of both the village to the south, and the moated site (00346), 
some 250m to the north. 

4.3 Significance 
4.3.1 Based upon the results of this evaluation it can be determined that the site is of little 

archaeological significance. 
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APPENDIX A TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY 
 
 

Trench 1 
General description Orientation NW-SE 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 25 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

100 Cut   Ditch -  - 
101 fill 100  Secondary Fill - - 
102 cut   Ditch -  - 
103 fill 102  Secondary Fill - - 
104 cut   Ditch   
105 fill 104  Secondary Fill   
106 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil - - 
107 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil - - 

 
 
 

Trench 2 
General description Orientation NE-SW 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 20 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

200 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil - - 
201 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil - - 

 
 
 

Trench 3 
General description Orientation NE-SW 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 30 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

300 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil - - 
301 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil - - 

 
 
 
 

Trench 4 
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General description Orientation NE-SW 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 20 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.45 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

400 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil - - 
401 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil - - 

 
 
 

Trench 5 
General description Orientation NW-SE 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 30 
Width (m) 2 
Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

500 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil - - 
501 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil - - 
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APPENDIX B GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY REPORT 
B.1.1  
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Figure 4  : Selected sections  
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Plate 1: Trench 1 (from north-west) 

Plate 2: Ditch 100 (from south) 
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Plate 3: Ditch 102 (from south) 

Plate 4: Ditch 104 (from south-east) 
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Plate 5: Trench 2 (from north-east)

Plate 7: Trench 4 (from north-east)

Plate 6: Trench 3 (from north-west)

Plate 8: Trench 5 (from north-west)



 

   

 


