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B.4 Fired clay and ceramic building material 

By Cynthia Poole  

Introduction  

B.4.1 A small assemblage of ceramic building material (CBM) and fired clay amounting in 
total to 20 fragments weighing 837g was recovered from Trenches 34, 36, 44, 48, 50-
1 and 56 (Table 4). The assemblage all appears to be of Roman date, except for one 
post-medieval tile. The fired clay is not dateable but is assumed to be contemporary 
with the Roman activity. The assemblage has been spot-dated and recorded on an 
Excel file, which forms part of the archive and is summarised in the table below. 

Ceramic building material  

B.4.2 The Roman CBM amounts to 16 fragments weighing 803g and comprises mostly flat 
tile but includes examples of flue, imbrex and brick. The majority had smooth even 
surfaces and a neat regular finish. Single examples of imbrex, flue and brick were 
identified. The imbrex was made in a red fine sandy fabric with sparse fine iron oxide 
inclusions (fabric B), measured 24mm thick and had been burnt on the underside. The 
flue tile was made in an orange fabric containing a high density of medium quartz sand 
and rare chalk grit (fabric C). It measured 28mm thick and had two bands of coarse 
combing running diagonally to form a cross, probably one of several down the tile face. 
The brick was made in a light orange sandy fabric with cream streaks and containing 
coarse cream and red clay pellets (fabric E1). The remainder were all poorly preserved 
flat tiles, of which only two had a complete thickness surviving of 24 and 29mm. Two 
had burnt and blackened surfaces indicating reuse in ovens or hearths. 

B.4.3 The majority of the tile was made in fabric E, which can be subdivided into E1, a light 
orange fine sandy clay matrix streaked with cream laminations, and E2, a red-orange 
fine sandy silty micaceous clay containing small cream marl pellets and red iron 
oxide/ferruginous clay pellets. These both appear to be equivalent to Wanborough 
Fabric group F (Darvill 2001, 318-9), which it has been suggested may originate from 
the Highworth area 8km to the north of the site.  

B.4.4 The post-medieval tile (29g) was a fragment of rectangular flat roof tile, probably peg 
tile. It measures 12mm thick and has a somewhat lumpy finish to the surface. A narrow 
indented border 7mm wide runs alongside the edge. 

Fired clay  

B.4.5 Three fragments of fired clay (5g) were amorphous, having lost any original surfaces. 
These were made in a fine sandy clay, occasionally with a scatter of coarser quartz 
sand fired reddish brown or grey. Function cannot be determined, but the pieces are 
most likely to derive from oven or hearth structures. 
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Table 4: Summary of CBM and fired clay assemblage 

Ctx Spot Date Nos Wt (g) Material Fabric Form 

3407 Pmed 1 29 CBM E Roof: flat 

3607 RB 1 33 CBM E2 Indeterminate 

4406 RB 1 8 CBM E2 Flat tile 

4818 RB 1 170 CBM C Flue: tubulus 

4820 RB 1 28 CBM E2 Flat tile 

5004 RB 1 354 CBM E1 Brick 

5004 U 1 4 FC Q Indeterminate 

5004 RB 1 28 CBM C Brick/flat 

5104 RB 1 4 CBM E1 Flat tile 

5106 RB 5 74 CBM E1 Flat tile 

5106 RB 1 54 CBM B Imbrex 

5106 RB 1 35 CBM E2 Flat tile 

5106 RB 2 15 CBM D Flat tile 

5606 U 2 1 FC Qf Indeterminate 

 

Conclusions  

B.4.6 The Roman tile represents a scatter of debris no doubt originating from masonry 
buildings in the small town of Wanborough subject to refurbishment or demolition. 
Some of it may have been obtained with the intention of re-use in the construction of 
ovens, hearths or corn dryers, based on the presence of burning on a few pieces but 
it is likely much of it represents incidental dispersal of waste material.  

B.5 Flint 

By Michael Donnelly  

Introduction  

B.5.1 A moderate assemblage of 31 pieces was recovered from this evaluation with 24 of 
the pieces coming from one trench and 22 of these coming from an alluvial deposit in 
a localised area (Table 5).  The assemblage was very heavily blade focused and included 
a number of fine blade cores and blade debitage (Plate 17). A crested blade was also 
recovered. The assemblage is highly indicative of late Mesolithic or early Neolithic 
knapping activity and suggest that the alluvial deposit may contain a sizable 
assemblage and could indicate the presence of similar flint-rich deposits nearby. 
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Table 5: Flint catalogue 

Category type 4703-07 Other Total 

Flake 13 4 17 

Blade 2   2 

Bladelet 2   2 

Blade index 23.53% (4/17) 0% 19.05% (4/21) 

Sieved chip   1 1 

Crested flake 1   1 

Core single platform bladelets 2   2 

Core single platform flakes 1   1 

Core fragment 1   1 

Denticulate 1   1 

Notch 1   1 

Retouched flake   1 1 

Retouched blade   1 1 

Total 24 7 31 
    

Burnt unworked Na Na NA 

No. burnt (%) 3/24 (12.50%) 01-Jul 4/31 (12.90%) 

No. broken (%) 6/24 (25%) 3/6 (50%) 9/30 (30%) 

No cores/related debitage (%) 5/24 (20.83%) 0/6 5/30 (16.67%) 

No. retouched (%) 2/24 (6.25%) 2/6 (33.33%) 4/30 (13.33%) 

Methodology  

B.5.2 The artefacts were catalogued according to OA South's standard system of broad 
artefact/debitage type (Anderson-Whymark 2013; Bradley 1999), general condition 
noted and dating was attempted where possible. The assemblage was catalogued 
directly onto an Open Office spreadsheet. During the assessment additional 
information on condition (rolled, abraded, fresh and degree of cortication), and state 
of the artefact (burnt, broken, or visibly utilised) was also recorded. Retouched pieces 
were classified according to standard morphological descriptions (eg Bamford 1985, 
72-7; Healy 1988, 48-9; Bradley 1999). Technological attribute analysis was initially 
undertaken and included the recording of butt and termination type (Inizan et al. 
1999), flake type (Harding 1990), hammer mode (Onhuma and Bergman 1982), and 
the presence of platform edge abrasion. 

Provenance  

B.5.3 Most of the flintwork came from Trench 47, most of which were from alluvial deposit 
4703 (22), but two other ditch fills (4705 and 4707) also contained single flints.  Seven 
other flints from elsewhere on site completed the assemblage, with four in ditch fill 
5506 and two more from subsoil 5701. The flint was very clearly concentrated in and 
around layer 4703. 
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Raw material and condition  

B.5.4 Flint was the sole material represented here and came with a wide variety of cortical 
states indicating that a range of sources was exploited. The flint tended to be fresh 
(53.85%, 14/26) or lightly edge damaged (42.31%, 11/26) with just one in worse 
condition (3.85%). Cortication showed a similar pattern between light (61.54%), 
moderate (34.61%) and no cortication (3.85%). The assemblage from contexts 4703, 
4705 and 4707 was fresher (61.91%) than the reminder with lesser amounts of lightly 
damaged material (33.33%) but contained the sole moderately damaged piece 
(4.76%). Overall, these figures imply in situ or near to in situ material with this being 
especially true for context 4703. 

Key contexts  

B.5.5 Alluvial layer 4703 contained 22 flints, mostly in fresh condition, and included four 
cores of early character, three of which were bladelet cores (one a burnt fragment of 
uncertain overall form) while the fourth was a short flake or perhaps even a bladelet 
core on a large flake. Three of the four cores were single-platform examples while the 
fourth fragmentary example may have had more than one platform. There were also 
four blade forms compared to twelve flakes with three showing signs of possible use. 
One heavy denticulate on a snapped flake had possible burin spalls on it while the 
remaining tool type was a notch, which, while undiagnostic, are common forms in 
Neolithic assemblages. Ditch fill 4705 contained a crested blade with a single full crest 
while ditch fill 4707 contained a single flake. This assemblage was very clearly early 
with the best possible fit being early Neolithic based on its blade index of 25%, but a 
Mesolithic date could not be ruled out; in fact the core types were more typical of the 
late Mesolithic than the early Neolithic, as in the latter case complex cubic bladelet 
cores tend to be more prevalent than single platform examples. 

B.5.6 Ditch fill 5506 contained four flakes, one of which had been retouched, possibly as an 
end truncation, an early tool type sometimes recovered from early Neolithic 
assemblage but more common in Mesolithic contexts. Subsoil 5701 contained a 
retouched blade and a fairly squat hard-hammer struck flake more typical of later 
prehistoric industries. The blade form had oblique blunting on it and may represent an 
unfinished early Mesolithic microlith or perhaps an earlier type of point. 

Discussion  

B.5.7 The material from this evaluation was typically early in character and most likely 
belongs to either the late Mesolithic or early Neolithic period. There is some possibility 
that more than one period could be represented but the simpler picture is probably 
more likely. Given the freshness of the material and the presence of several cores and 
related debitage, on-site knapping appears to be likely. Since this material was 
recovered from a buried soil horizon, the potential for additional lithic remains is very 
high. If any further work does commence an effort should be made to deal with any 
flint-rich sediment in a systematic fashion with controlled sampling of deposit so as to 
allow a truer understanding of the knapping processes and related activities 
conducted here. There is some chance, given the nature of the flint-bearing layers, 
that large-scale in situ knapping may be encountered. 
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B.6 Metalwork 

By Anni Byard  

Introduction and methodology  

B.6.1 Just two metal objects, both of iron, weighing 231.7g were recovered from Trench 50 
during Phase 3 of the evaluation. The material is of medieval or early post-medieval 
date. 

B.6.2 The metalwork was scanned during the present assessment and where possible 
century or broad period dates were assigned. Objects were quantified by type count 
and weight by context (Table 6).  

Table 6: Summary of metalwork assemblage 

Context SF no. Material Count Wt (g) Object Date Description 

5004 173 Fe 1 11.2 Key Med Incomplete rotary 
key  

5009 174 Fe 1 220.5 Swivel Med/PM Complete large eye-
eye or eye and hook 
swivel 

Discussion  

B.6.3 The incomplete rotary key (SF 173) has a short circular shank and protruding bit and a 
broken circular or lozenge shaped bow. Similar keys date to throughout the medieval 
period (c 1200-1500).  

B.6.4 The large eye-eye or eye and hook swivel has both male and female elements 
preserved. Similar objects could be used to suspend cooking pots over hearths for 
example. A medieval or early post-medieval date would seem appropriate, c 1200-
1600. 

Recommendations  

B.6.5 The metalwork assemblage is small but interesting and should be retained. X-
radiography would be beneficial to determine the exact mechanism of the swivel and 
the form of the key. This in turn may help to refine dating.   
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APPENDIX C ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS 

C.1 Environmental samples 

By Richard Palmer  

Introduction  

C.1.1 Six bulk samples were taken as part of the third phase of evaluation work at Foxbridge, 
Swindon, primarily for the retrieval and assessment of charred plant remains (CPR) 
and the recovery of bones and artefacts. 

   Method  

C.1.2 The samples were processed in their entirety at Oxford Archaeology using a modified 
Siraf-type water flotation machine. The flots were collected in a 250µm mesh and 
heavy residues in a 500µm mesh and dried. The residue fractions were sorted by eye 
and with the aid of a magnet while the flot material was sorted using a low power 
(x10) binocular microscope to extract cereal grains and chaff, smaller seeds and other 
quantifiable remains. 

   Results  

C.1.3 The results of the flot assessment and a summary of the bulk samples is presented in 
Table 7. 

Trench 47 

C.1.4 Sample 49 from fill 4711 of posthole 4710 produced a poor flot with a small number 
of charcoal fragments. No finds were recovered from the residue. 

Trench 48 

C.1.5 Sample 54 from fill 4804 of ditch 4805 produced a poor flot containing a possible 
wheat fragment (cf Triticum sp.). Pottery was recovered from the residue. 

Trench 55 

C.1.6 Sample 50 from fill 5504 of pit 5503 produced a poor flot. Recovered material consists 
primarily of roots and modern seeds. No finds were recovered from the residue. 

Trench 56 

C.1.7 Sample 52 from fill 5606 of ditch 5605 produced a poor flot. All charcoal is <4mm in 
size. No finds were recovered from the residue. 

Trench 57 

C.1.8 Sample 51 from fill 5704 of pit 5703 produced a poor flot. Recovered material includes 
possible grain fragments and highly vitrified material. No finds were recovered from 
the residue. 

C.1.9 Sample 53 from fill 5708 of ditch 5705 produced a poor flot. Pottery was recovered 
from the residue. 
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   Discussion  

C.1.10 Assessment of these samples suggest limited potential for the recovery of charred 
remains in this area of the site. Earlier phases of work suggest this is not indicative of 
the entire site but this area may be of low potential in the event of further work. 

   Recommendations for retention/dispersal  

C.1.11 The flots warrant retention until all work on site is complete, though it is not expected 
that further work will be required on these flots at this time. 

Table 7: Assessment of bulk (CPR) samples 
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49 4711 47 4710  4 25 ++      10YR 5/4 silty clay 

50 5504 55 5503  40 16 ++   +   10YR 6/2 silty clay loam 

51 5704 57 5703  20 30  +     10YR 6/1 silty clay loam 

52 5606 56 5605 MBA/L
BA 

40 50 +      10YR 6/2 silty clay loam 

53 5708 57 5705 MBA/L
BA and 
LIA/ER 

40 25       10YR 6/1 silty clay loam 

54 4804 48 4805 MED 32 25 + +     10YR 5/2 silty clay 
Key: +=present (up to 5 items), ++=frequent (5-25), +++=common (25-100), abundant (100+). 

 

C.2 Animal bone 

By Rebecca Nicholson  

Introduction  

C.2.1 Eighteen fragments of animal bone weighting 48g in total was recovered.  

Description  

C.2.2 The bone is generally in poor condition, often chalky and fragmented.  

C.2.3 From Trench 36 the bone comprises three small fragments of heavily eroded large 
mammal bone (possibly proximal metapodial) from context 3604 and, from 3606, a 
fragment of pig sacrum in fair condition, two loose sheep/goat right mandibular molar 
teeth (M1/M2 and M3) and three indeterminate fragments. The pig sacrum fragment 
has a small cut to the ventral aspect of the cranial portion. 

C.2.4 From Trench 40, context 4004, there are three heavily eroded fragments of large 
mammal long bone shaft.  

C.2.5 From Trench 48, context 4804, four loose sheep/goat left mandibular teeth, probably 
from the same jaw (P4, M1, M2, M3) and two small fragments that are probably from 
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this mandible. Using Grant’s (1982) wear stages (e, g, f, f) the jaw has a mandible wear 
stage of 34, and using data from Moran and O’Connor (1994) this equates to an age of 
18-24 months.   

C.2.6 Beyond demonstrating the poor survival of bone, the assemblage has little research 
value. 

Recommendations for retention/dispersal  

C.2.7 The bone does not merit retention in the archive. 
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APPENDIX E             SITE SUMMARY DETAILS  
Site name: Foxbridge Swindon 
Site code: SOX19 
Grid Reference SU 19827 84476 
Type: Evaluation 
Date and duration: Four weeks – Sept 2020 
Area of Site c. 40ha 
Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead, 

Oxford, OX2 0ES, and will be deposited with Swindon Museum and 
Art Gallery in due course, under the following accession number: 
SWIMG:2019.162. 

Summary of Results: In late September and early October 2020, Oxford Archaeology 
undertook a trial trench evaluation at Foxbridge, Swindon, the site 
of a proposed mixed development. The works comprised the 
excavation of 29 trenches and is the third phase of evaluation 
undertaken within the site.  
Due to prolong heavy rain the trenches became waterlogged 
during the evaluation. While it is not considered that these 
conditions hindered the identification of archaeological remains 
within the trenches, it did impact the level of hand excavation that 
could be undertaken and therefore the characterisation of several 
features identified.  
Archaeological features dating from the late Mesolithic/early 
Neolithic through to the post-medieval were recorded across the 
area. The archaeological features were distrusted across the site 
and predominately comprised ditches and a number of pits.  
The trenches were positioned to ground truth the results of a 
geophysical survey. The correlation between the results of the 
survey and the trial trenching is mixed. Geophysical anomalies 
interpreted as ‘positive linear archaeology’ were all present and 
were dated to the medieval and post-medieval periods. However, 
the correlation between anomalies interpreted with less certainty 
was moderately poor. While some archaeological features were 
identified that correlated with the anomalies, there was no 
evidence for others. Several archaeological features were also 
identified during the evaluation that were not identified by the 
geophysical survey.  
The earliest activity recorded comprises an assemblage of struck 
flint from an alluvial deposit in the centre of the site. The 
assemblage includes blade cores and debitage indicative of blade 
production dating to the early Neolithic period, although a late 
Mesolithic date is possible. Although the assemblage was not 
recovered from an in situ scatter, the stuck flint is fresh and is 
unlikely to have been recovered far from the original point of 
deposition, suggesting flint production within the site.   
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A small prehistoric enclosure was also identified. The absence of 
internal features suggest it served an agricultural function i.e a 
stock enclosure, rather than being indicative of domestic 
settlement activity. Pottery recovered from the feature has been 
dated to the mid-late Bronze Age and the early-middle Iron Age. 
Prehistoric pottery was also recovered from a number of ditches. 
Previous evaluations within the Foxbridge site have identified 
significant activity of Roman date associated with Wanborough 
Roman Town which lies to the north. Only four land management 
ditches of Roman date were recorded with during this phase of 
evaluation. Dated to the 1st and 2nd centuries the ditches are 
more likely to be associated with an early Roman Farmstead 
located 300m to the south-west of the site rather than the activity 
recorded during the previous phases of evaluation within the 
Foxbridge site which is predominately of middle and late Roman 
date.  The Phase 3 area appears to lie in the hinterland between 
the two foci of Roman activity.  
The ditches dating to both the prehistoric and Roman periods 
represent land-management and drainage but it is not possible to 
define any field systems based on their orientation and 
distribution.  
Enclosure ditches likely associated with a small medieval/post-
medieval farmstead were also recorded within the site. 
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Figure 4: Trenches 34, 36 and 40

N

0 25 m

Site boundary
Evaluation trench
Archaeological feature
Archaeological intervention
Archaeological section
Archaeological deposit

@ A41:500



Tr 39

Tr 43

Tr 42

Tr 38

 

4309

 

4305

 

4304
 

3903

 4303

 

3803

 

s.4301

 

s.3901

 s.4300

X:\
s\S

win
do

n_
Fo

xb
rid

ge
\01

0G
eo

ma
tic

s\0
3 G

IS 
Pr

oje
cts

 - D
RM

 - v
2\F

igu
res

\R
ep

ort
 Ph

as
e 3

\20
21

Re
vis

on
s\S

OX
19

_F
igu

re 
5_

Ph
as

e 3
.m

xd
*ai

da
n.f

arn
an

*10
/02

/20
21

Figure 5: Trenches 39 and 43
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Figure 6: Trenches 44 and 45
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Figure 7: Trenches 47, 48A, 48B, 50 and 51
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Figure 8: Trench 49
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Figure 9: Trenches 53-58
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Figure 10: Sec�ons, Trenches 36-45
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Figure 11: Sec�ons, Trenches 48-55
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Figure 12: Sec�ons, Trenches 56-57
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Plate 1: Trench 41 Plate 2: Trench 50

Plate 3: Trench 55 Plate 4: Trench 57



P:
\S

_c
od

es
\S

OX
EV

_F
ox

br
id

ge
-S

w
in

do
n\

Ph
as

e 
3\

*F
ox

br
id

ge
, S

w
in

do
n*

CA
R*

01
.1

2.
20

Plate 5: Ditch 3605 and layer 3607, view to E

Plate 6: Ditch 3903, view to E
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Plate 7: Ditch 4303, view to W

Plate 8: Ditch 4704, view to SE
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Plate 9: Posthole 4710, view to NW

Plate 10: Ditches 4803 and 4811, view to SE
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Plate 12: Ditch 5305, view to S

Plate 11: Pottery deposit in ditch 4803
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Plate 13: Ditch 5305, view to NW

Plate 14: Pit 5503, view to NE
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Plate 15: Ditch 5603, view to N

Plate 16: Ditch 5705, view to SW
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Plate 17: Struck flint from alluvial deposit 4703





 

   

 


