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SUMMARY

An archaeological desk-based assessment was camuiedly Oxford Archaeology
North (OA North) during April 2003 of the area oh@ Torrs, New Mills, Derbyshire
(SK 001852). The work was required as part of aptmening appraisal of the site
prior to proposed redevelopment by United Utilitidhe assessment consisted of a
survey of available documentary and cartographiarces, both primary and
secondary, an examination of the results of anyipus archaeological investigations,
and reference to the Derbyshire Sites and Monum&asord (SMR). Further
information about the wider history of New Mills svalso gathered to provide a more
general historical context in which to place thi@imation relating to the study area.

The study area is situated within a conservati@a &nown as The Torrs, positioned
on the flat bottom of a deep natural gorge whiatsrthrough the centre of New Mills.
The water power potential of the gorge brought &lzowave of new industry in the
late eighteenth century, with the introduction dfeen mills producing cotton and
printing within the New Mills area. The ruins of ffMill sit on the south bank of the
river Goyt and the west bank of the river Sett. ph@posed development area lies in
an approximately rectangular aredPm by 250m, within the upstanding remains of
the mill. Trees presently cover part of the sitg, &ttention should be made of earlier
buildings that may survive within the study area.

Torr Mill was built c1790s for the Schofield family, as a water-poweosadton
spinning operation, and was expanded substandaliyng the mid-nineteenth century
in order to accommodate steam power. The mill cb&s®perate as a cotton mill in
1904, when it was converted to spin linen yarn. Tk was destroyed by fire in
1912, by which time it was occupied by fustian erst

The assessment did not identify a large numbeptdrial archaeological sites within
the study area; indeed only two are recorded iIrSM&. All of the sites identified are
post-medieval in date, often very late, and mostnsist of mills, sluice gates,
railway and road bridges associated with Torr Milb earlier sites were identified,
although remains of almost all periods have besoosered in the wider environs.
Cartographic evidence suggests that the area hadeen developed since the
clearance of the 1974 Torrs scheme.

As a result of the assessment recommendationsdelielopment may seriously

damage the mill foundations. It is recommended, thasuming the route of the

pipeline cannot be altered to avoid these, theyappropriately surveyed, evaluated,
excavated and recorded prior to the pipeline bemgstructed and that a permanent
presence watching brief be maintained during canson

For the use of United Utilities Ltd © OA North December 2003
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1. INTRODUCTION

11

111

1.1.2

1.1.3

CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PROJECT

Following a pre-planning enquiry by United litles Ltd regarding the
sewerage improvements at the Torrs, New Mills, RP&nbe, the Derbyshire
County Council Archaeologist (DCC) recommended tagbrogramme of
archaeological desk-based assessment should kbiedcaut, in order to
inform the planning process. OA North submitted-@dtt Design Appendix

1). Following the acceptance of the design by DC@ Wdnited Utilities Ltd,

the work was undertaken in April 2003.

The desk-based assessment concentrated on thet @ttehe proposed
development, presently covered by The Torrs (Fig Wjth further
background information gathered for the more gdremairons. It consisted
of a search of both primary and secondary soutogls, principally in the
County Record Office in Matlock (CRO(M)). The Sitasd Monuments
Record (SMR) for Derbyshire, held in Matlock, wésoaconsulted, although
few sites were recorded within the study area. dillthe sites identified
within the study area were compiled in a gazet(é@pendix 3 consisting
of a grid reference, and brief details of the dierther background research
was undertaken at the local studies libraries irtldt¢& and New Mills, and
the New Mills Heritage Centre.

The results of the assessment are presented ifotine of a short report
outlining the findings, followed by a statement tfie study area’s
archaeological potential, and the likely impact tie development will have
on it.

For the use of United Utilities Ltd © OA North December 2003
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1 PrRoJECT DESIGN

2.1.1 OA North submitted a Project Desidkppendix 2 in response to a request by
United Utilities Ltd for an archaeological desk-bdsassessment of The Torrs
as part of a pre-planning application for improvedwerage system
improvements of the site. OA North was then comiors=d by United
Utilities Ltd to undertake the work. The projecisdg was adhered to in full,
and the work was consistent with the relevant stedgland procedures of the
Institute of Field Archaeologists, and generallgegated best practice.

2.2 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

2.2.1 Several sources of information were consulted ccoedance with the project
design. Only the area now covered by the ruinsaof Mill and the immediate
vicinity (within a 1/2 kilometre radius) was invagited in any detalil,
concentrating on any known phases of alterationdimg and redevelopment
of buildings and other structures on the site @ig

2.2.2 Sites and Monuments Record (SMR): the Derbyshire SMR, held in Matlock,
is a database of all archaeological sites withenabunty, and is maintained by
the County Council. A brief consultation with theMR revealed eight
recorded sites within the study area.

2.2.3 County Record Office Matlock (CRO(M)): the CRO was visited primarily to
consult any original documents relating to the gtadea, particularly the
relevant maps. An investigation of historic mapsiide to give an indication
of the development of the landscape within the ystaka (map regression
analysis), in addition to illustrating changes mstpart of New Mills. In
particular, maps relating to tithe, railways, aathas were consulted to assess
the level of post-medieval development within thedg area.

2.2.4 Local Studies Library, Matlock: further records were consulted in Matlock,
mainly secondary sources.

2.2.5 Local Studies Library, New Mills. estate plans and background research was
conducted in New Mills.

2.2.6 New Mills Heritage Centre: background research and secondary sources were
consulted.

2.3 GAZETTEER OF SITES

2.3.1 A gazetteer of sites of archaeological inteigantified within the study area
was compiled Appendix 3, and included a brief note of the nature of tie, s
its national grid reference, and source. The pwsitif each site is depicted on
Figure 2.

For the use of United Utilities Ltd © OA North December 2003
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24 ARCHIVE

2.4.1 A full archive has been produced to a profesdistandard in accordance with
current United Kingdom Institute for ConservatidsK(C 1990) and English
Heritage guidelines (English Heritage 1991). Theegpand digital archive will
be deposited in the County Record Office (Matlook) completion of the
project, and a copy of the report will be depositedhe Derbyshire County
SMR in Matlock.

For the use of United Utilities Ltd © OA North December 2003
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3. RESULTS

31

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.2

3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

3.2.4

3.2.5

TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

A carboniferous limestone plateau occupies mucimasth-west Derbyshire
encompassing an open landscape, interrupted ontyublying hills standing
above the plateau level. The plateau is almostr@adiby a horseshoe shaped
stretch of land formed of grit, sandstone, and est{&V/hitaker 1974). The
formation of these conglomerates are absent insth#hern margin of the
limestone. East and south of the gritstone uplanethe lower ground of coal
measures. The physical characteristice of thisoregs determined by the
stratigraphy of shales and sandstones througheutdll bearing sequence.
The alternating layers of rock dips eastwards tiegpin a distinct north-south
grain to the landscape (Wolverson Cope 1976). Riddesandsone form the
high ground with shale floored valleys in between.

New Mills sits astride the river Goyt at its cordghce with the river Sett; both
rivers being deeply incised into a wooded sandstyumge approximately 30m
deep, known as the Torrs. For centuries the regesone of pastoral farming
with cattle and sheep, oats and barley, supplerddmnyedomestic wool and
linen (Brumhead 2002).

HI1STORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY

The historical background consists almost regti of information from
secondary sources. Direct references to the stuey and even to New Mills
itself, do not really occur until the post-mediepatiod, and for this reason the
historical background is fairly generalised urtiktpoint.

Prehistory: there is no evidence for any prehistoric actigitgund New Mills.

Roman: the area covered by the town of New Mills hasdpied no Roman
remains.

Medieval: New Mills is almost entirely a product of the uwdrial revolution;

there was no evidence of nucleated settlementampth-industrial New Mills
region other than the ancient villages of Hayfialtd Chapel-en-le-Firth (Fig
1).

During the Middle Ages, the area formed part of Reyal Forest of the High
Peak in which the Manor of Thornsett contained sehamlets along the river
Sett on its course from Kinder Scout to the RiveyigAnthony 1955). The
name New Mill derived from a manorial corn millisated in the hamlet of
Ollersett in the Peak Forest, which Bunting stated built Some time prior

to 1500 (Bunting 1940). However, according to Samuel Lew his 1831

account, its origins derive from the 1730sntil this time the inhabitants of
the hamlets ground their corn at a mill in Hayfiehiit after the division of the
seven hamlets a century ago, a new mill was ereatedllersett, hence the
name New Mills(Bryant 1990). The nucleus of houses which bugdtaround

For the use of United Utilities Ltd © OA North December 2003
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the 'New Mill' subsequently gave its name to thsralit, eventually changing
to New Mills.

3.2.6 The wollen trade flourished throughout Derbyshiiace the thirteenth
century. Since the amounts of wool produced indhea was considerable,
much of it was subsequently exported or sold atf@iPage 1970). By the
seventeenth century wool was bought from the fasna@&d sold to spinners
and weavers, a tradition that was exercised in 3tark and other northern
counties ipid).

3.2.7 Coal and iron ore was mined in the area from thelftiw century until the
seventeenth century, when this activity began tbiraked.

3.2.8 By the middle to late sixteenth century, the r@@nomy of the area had been
well established. Probate records show that thrades did not rely on a single
economy, such as sheep farming, but began to relgoonestic, family run
textile operations (Leet al 1990). The people made their living mainly from
agriculture

3.2.9 Post-medieval: in 1740 the area was divided; three hamlets neaethattached
to Hayfield, and four, Beard, Ollersett, Thornsatid Whitle, formed a
separate township (Bryant 1990). During this tigaclture in these regions
began to give way to the rapidly developing cottiomlustry. This is
demonstrated by Arkwright’s initiative at nearbyo@iford in 1771, whom
took advantage of the water power available theme a&mproved the
preparation of cotton prior to spinning by means hié ‘water frame’.
Arkwrights methods began the advent of water podendlls and the
beginning of new factory-based industries in issdategions.

3.2.10 No primary documentation has been found for theothiction of cotton
spinning in rural workshops during the late eigtbesentury in the New Mills
area, although in 1789 Pilkington recorded thatconsiderable quantity of
cotton is spun upon hand machines or wheels inntivéh-west part of the
county (Brumhead 1997). The workshops used equipment siscspinning
jennies and carding machines which did not reqtoe much capital, and
employed horse powered capstans. The transition imater powered
machinery would have a lasting effect upon thelrecanomy.

3.2.11 The factory system grew out of workshops withinuaal type industry, a
condition which led it to be labelled proto-indys{Clarkson 1985). Evidence
for these workshops in New Mills are found in thend Tax Assessments
from 1778-1832 (DRO), which lists that by 1796 tharere 15 cotton mills in
the New Mills area. The first cotton mill was edisitred in the area in 1785,
and was owned by Thomas Beard a woollen manufactiBeard Mill
represented the evolution of the woollen tradehw d¢otton trade in the late
eighteenth century, and may have signalled the efndlool production in
farms (Brumhead 2002). New Mills at this time wadle edge of an area
encompassing Ashton, Oldham, and Stockport thatiased in small-scale
mill and workshop cotton spinning, but brought inolspinning for the first

For the use of United Utilities Ltd © OA North December 2003
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time. The developing industry no longer neededetyp on outsiders for mill-
produced yarn (King 1979).

3.2.12 The new factory mills based on water power werét lnuithe Torrs, a natural
gorge running through the town. The Torrs wereigadrly suitable for mill
construction, with rocky waterfalls and cascadeghie beds of the rivers
(Brumhead 2002). This allowed the construction efrg; and the provision of
a steady supply of water. The sides of the gorge @rovided a readily
available source of sandstone for buildings.

3.2.131In 1788 Torr Vale and Rock Mill commenced working eotton mills on
either side of the river Goyt, but difficulties @fcess and cramped sites, meant
that the cotton industry in the Torrs was a maigatévity. Subsequently, the
mills suffered closures, changes of ownership amdtion. Barnes Mill, for
instance, was converted from a paper mill to aocothill, and then became an
iron foundry. By 1819 there were eight cotton spignmills, two calico
printworks and two bleachworks (Brumhead 1996b)adér in the cotton
industry grew steadily in the first half of the ateenth century, but by 1871
production in Derbyshire had largely declined doi¢hte cotton famine (Page
1970).

3.2.14 Steam power brought about rebuilding of the miltisthe 1840s. Cotton
manufacturers in the area were discouraged byxpense of purchasing and
installing steam engines, the large amounts of iplired and the difficulties
of access. The water wheels were not taken ousefas they proved more
economical when production levels were low (Brunth&997). If the water
level was low the water wheel and steam engine weupled. The Torr Mill
chimney with its date stone of 1846 representsticbanges.

3.2.15 By the early nineteenth century the growth of tlmtan factory industry
resulted in the development of new towns, and &b $he development of
New Mills grew. The new town spread up the vallag aver the field of Torr
Top estate, and consequently turnpike roads warstieated as a result of the
demand for improved communication. The earliestdraareach New Mills
was a branch road from Stockport in 1806, which aaross the Torr Top
estate, and has since become Market Street. In, 883 ct of Parliament
allowed long stretches of new roads to be constdutd the south and east of
New Mills. Albion Road included a new bridge oveetPeak Forest Canal,
and the first high level bridge over the River Gogar Torr Mill. The opening
of the high level Union Road bridge in 1884, joinatbion Road to New
Mills, creating a major stimulus in the economiowth of commerce to the
town.

For the use of United Utilities Ltd © OA North December 2003
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4. ASSESSMENT RESULTS

4.1

41.1

4.2

421

4.2.2

4.3

4.3.1

4.3.2

4.3.3

4.3.4

4.3.5

INTRODUCTION

The assessment results are based on primanméats, notably maps and
other records, as well as secondary sources armmtsefpom archaeological
interventions.

SITESAND MONUMENTS RECORD (SMR)

There are ten sites recorded by the SMR wittenstudy area (Site3l, 02,
and10 to 16), as shown in Figure 2 and listed in the gazeitgppendix 3. A
further seven sites are recorded outside the ety (Site®3 to 08), and are
also listed inAppendix 3 There were no listed buildings present within the
study area.

The sites relate to late post-medieval agtigértainly not the earliest activity
on the site.

COUNTY RECORD OFFICE (MATLOCK)

Primary documents and secondary sources lodggadthe County Record

Office (CRO) in Matlock were consulted to providether information about

buildings identified on the maps, but did not pdevany additional sites. Only
a limited number of early maps of New Mills exidte earliest of which is

Burdett's map of Derbyshire, published in 1767 (8)gThis shows New Mills

in its original form, and Torr Top.

A useful source is Brown’s 1793 plan of theriyshire Peak Forest Canal
(CRO). Part of this plan shows a cluster of threédings marked as Torr
Mills, and Wyatts Mill to the west (Fig 4).

An estate plan of Torr Mill in 1828 similadihows Torr Mill as two buildings,
and three cottages (Fig 5).

The New Mill Tithe Award Plan of 1841 illustes the position of nine
buildings. Torr Mill is indicated as Plot 296, aisdmarked number ‘3’on the
east side of the river Goyt (Fig 6).

The Ordnance Survey 1st Edn 15"1 mile ma@B@L8rovides the first
detailed survey of the town (Fig 10). Torr Mill {&D1) is marked as a cotton
spinning mill, and its position on the convergiranks of the rivers Goyt and
Sett is shown clearly. Other mills marked in thealdy include Rock Mill
(Site 14), shown as a paper mill, Barnes Mill (Sit8), shown on the map as
the disused Midlands Iron works, and a cottagethethe south-east of Torr
Mill of what could be the remains of Ned Mill (Sit@). A sluice gate (Sit€9)
lying near to Ned Mill cottage controlled the flamkwater taken from the river
along a leat to Torr Mill (Plate 3).

For the use of United Utilities Ltd © OA North December 2003
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4.3.6 The Ordnance Survey 2nd Edn 15":1 mile mapq)L8epicts Torr Mill as a
cotton mill, and also shows Torr Vale Mill (Si@®) as a cotton mill. Rock
Mill is marked as ‘disused’.

4.3.7 The Ordnance Survey 3rd Edn 6":1 mile map 4)192dicates Torr Mill and
Rock Mill as ruins (Fig 12), whilst the Ordnancer8y map of 1985 marks
the site as ‘The Torrs’.

4.4 OTHER SOURCES

4.4.1 Derek Brumhead from the New Mills Heritage Centreviled plans and
insurance documents unearthed from a trunk at tee Miills town hall.
These include an 1856 water management plan of Makr(Fig 7), and an
associated water management document from the yweamne

4.4.2 In addition, a plan of the mill from 1892 depictiegtended mill buildings
(Fig 8), and insurance documents from the samewese recovered. The plan
illustrates the ground plan in shape and room ysagenprising three
adjoining buildings in location to the rivers Gand Kinder (Sett) (Fig 13).
No cottages are shown on this plan.

4.5 SECONDARY SOURCES

4.5.1 No new sites of archaeological interest were idieatiwithin the study area
through reference to secondary sources, althougthefu information was
gained about sites identified through cartogragbiarces.

For the use of United Utilities Ltd © OA North December 2003
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5. HISTORY OF TORR MILL

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

Torr Mill is situated on a flat area of the sandst@orge, at the confluence of
the rivers Goyt and Sett. East of the mill lies &mniRoad Bridge, built in
1884, and to the south lies a weir with a sluice géhe river Sett at this point
is crossed by Albion Road Bridge(Fig 2).

Little is known of the origins of the mill, bugcords indicate that the mill was
built for the Schofield family around the 1790s ((Brhead 1996a). Factory
mills of this period generally had fairly small demsions, frequently no bigger
than a barn, demonstrating the gradual industhainge from cottage style
economy to the requirements of bigger premises byedemand and use of
resources.

Torr Mill in 1828 consisted of two mill buildisg The larger, which contained
the water wheel, measured 28 yards by 15 yardsttendther 15 yards by 8
yards (New Mills Local History Society). The widdf the larger mill would
accommodate spinning mules, confirmed by Cromptohis 1811 survey, in
which he gives 2,808 spindles in Schofield's miljelve mules of 216
spindles and two mules of 108 spindles (Chapmam1%hen the tithe map
was produced in 1841, the mill was of the same size

By 1841 the mill was owned by John Schofield_imerpool whom held the

freehold of the factory and cottages (CRO) The ress remained in the
Schofield family until 1912 and was leased to detgrof occupiers. The first

known occupier of the mill was Samuel Schofieldcaiton spinner, whom

lived in a cottage on the site in 1808. Other rdsondicate that the properties,
which included the mill and three mill workers egés, was initially rented

out to John Sheldon for the sum of £50 per annuRC

After a destructive fire in 1838, John Schafikdased the mill to John Roberts
in 1841. During the 1840s the mill was significsregktended to five storeys in

height, to accommodate the transition to steam pofvehimney representing

these changes is clearly depicted in a photograkdntduring the construction
of Union Road Bridge (Platel).

The mill was originally horse and water powerdt in 1846 the mill was
using steam power in tandem with the water wheanthe river flow was at
its slowest particularly in the summer months. Taienge in mill power
source was commerated by a plaque placed on tmenelgi celebrating the
advent of steam power, with the installation ofieagmachinery. The 1856
document states that the mill wasorked chiefly by water power conveyed
from the River Goyf{Insurance document c/o Derek Brumhead).

Other occupiers of the mill included, HibbemdaAlcock, two cotton
manufacturers at Little Hayfield, who leased thdl finom 1857 until 1864,
and Ashton Bros who left the mill in 1871.

For the use of United Utilities Ltd © OA North December 2003
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5.8

5.9

5.10

5.11

In 1873, a public meeting was held to launchr Mill Spinning Co. as a co-
operative venture. At this meeting John Schofiglohpsed to sell Torr Mills

and engine at a fixed price (Symonds 1991). By 1lBéco-operative venture
retained capital of £12,000 and loans of £50bBMl), but during the 1880s the
co-operative money was withdrawn.

The construction of the Union Road Bridge a#ldwdirect means of
communications between the portion of New Millsiated in Derby and that
rising locality known as Newtown in the County oh&3hire (Brumhead
1994). Mr Walmsley, the bridge contractor, was dteaed with an injunction
from the Torr Mills Co. for damaging mill propertaused by the blocking up
of the river (Symonds 1991).

Near the end of the 1890s, the Torr Mill SpignCo. ceased operating as a
co-operative cotton mill, and in 1904 the Linetowarll Co. Ltd. used the mill
to spin linen yarn.

The mill changed hands again in 1911, and aeasipied by Warburton and
Arrowsmith, a firm of fustian cutters. Shortly afterds, in 1912, the mill
suffered a second fire and was burned down. Thecitgr of the fire was
guoted asthe largest conflagration seen in New Mil{gbid). After the fire,
the mill was never re-opened. At the time the baddwvas still owned by the
Schofield family and was reputedly worth severalugand pounds.
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6. CONCLUSIONS

6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

6.2

6.2.1

6.2.2

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE WITHIN THE STUDY AREA

Prehistoric and Roman: no remains of Prehistoric or Roman date were
identified within the study area, although they &rewn from the more
general environs. It is conceivable that they co@dbe discovered within the
study area, although it is impossible to realifitfcassess this element of the
resource.

Early Medieval and Medieval: no remains of medieval date were identified
within the study area, although they are known frtme more general
environs. It is conceivable that they could yetdmsovered within the study
area, although it is impossible to realisticallysess this element of the
resource.

Post-Medieval: the archaeological resource within the study gredains
largely to the post-medieval period, and is seeikalyl that the proposed
development presents a severe threat to this msoufhe desk-based
assessment has demonstrated that Torr Mill has@Hastory, although there
is surprisingly little information available withithe primary and secondary
sources to provide a detailed chronological accainits development. In
particular, the extent of modifications to the Hing during its conversion
from water to steam power are unknown. This tramsitrepresents an
important step in the evolution of the textile isthy, and any site with a
potential to furnish information on this transitishould be regarded as
significant. It is clear, moreover, that the groudisturbance generated during
the proposed development would irradicate evideiocethe character and
extent of the multi-phased mill.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONSOF THE DEVELOPMENT

Without access to more detailed proposals of the development, it is
difficult to assess the impact on any surviving -sulface archaeological
remains. It seems likely, however, that the impetitbe serious, and that any
surviving deposits of archaeological significancdl vioe very adversely
affected by it.

The area with the highest archaeological potergi#that on the north edge of
the study area on the south bank of the river Gidyis area forms the majority
of the centre of the study area at risk from dgwelent. The remaining areas
should not be excluded, however, as their archgewb potential is as yet
unknown and would be worth considering.
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1.1 The basis for the agreed recommendations are thdt ref consultation and
liaison with the Derbyshire County Council Archamgbkt, and the results of
this assessment.

7.1.2 In the first instance, it is recommended that a @&dgommission for the
Historic Monuments of England Level Il standardveyr (RCHME 1996)
should be conducted upon areas of standing reragifisrr Mill prior to any
development work

7.1.3 It is further recommended that elements of the amd investigated through
archaeological investigation, which would help ttetmine the remains and
extent of the original mill, and evaluate the lapgrases of the mill. The
position of any such trenches such be carefullgetéed so as to provide
maximum information on the chronological developmenh the site. The
results of excavation would greatly enhance th&k-tigs assessment, which
cannot necessarily be relied on to provide totakcage of the study area due
to the vagaries of record deposition.

7.1.4 Additionally, an archaeological watching brief shibde conducted on all
ground disturbance undertaken on future developmeiite site.

For the use of United Utilities Ltd © OA North December 2003
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Location Advertisement Dimensions Storeys
(date) (yards)

Beard MM 27.8. 1799 21 x8 5
Wyatts MM 29.4.1800 25 x 10 4
Crowther SA 22.11.1822 24 x 11
Ringstones, SA 26.11.1823 1212 x 9 3
(Rowarth)
Rowarth SA 18.1.1828 16 x 11 3
Schofield’s (Ptan) 1799 28 x 15

(Plan) 15x8
Rock Mill SA 27.2.1830 24 x 11
Little Mill SA 3.10.1835 102 x 5'f2 3 rooms
(Rowarth)
Non loc SA 17.4.1840 12x8 7
Beard SA 3.12.1858 24 x 14 4

Figure 14: Table of dimensions of cotton mills in the New Mills area (Brumhead

1997)
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Plate 6: Fireat Torr Mill in 1912



Plate 7: Remains of Torr Mill after the fire of 1912
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THE TORRS, NEW MILLS, DERBYSHIRE
ARCHAEOLOGICAL DESK-TOP ASSESSMENT

PROJECT DESIGN

Proposals

The following project design is offered in response to a request by United Utilities for

an archaeological desk-based assessment in advance of sewerage improvements at the
Torrs, New Mills, Derbyshire.
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1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

2.1

2

3.1
3.1.1

3.1.2

INTRODUCTION

United Utilities (hereafter the client) propose sewerage improvements at the
Torrs, New Mills, Derbyshire. The Derbyshire County Council Archaeologist
(DCC) has advised that a desk-based assessment should be carried out prior to
the proposed works being undertaken. This project design should be submitted
to the DCC for approval.

The site of the proposed sewerage improvements works lies within a
conservation area and is thought to be the site of an eighteenth century mill.

OA North has considerable experience of the assessment, evaluation and
excavation of sites of all periods, having undertaken a great number of small
and large-scale projects during the past 20 years. Watching briefs, evaluations
and excavations have taken place within the planning process, to fulfil the
requirements of clients and planning authorities, to very rigorous timetables. In
recent years, OA North has undertaken similar types of work in many parts of
the North West.

OA North has the professional expertise and resources to undertake the project
detailed below to a high level of quality and efficiency. OA North is an
Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA) registered organisation, registration
number 17, and all its members of staff operate subject to the IFA Code of
Conduct.

OBJECTIVES

The following programme has been designed to provide an accurate
archaeological assessment of the designated area within its broader context.

A written report will assess the significance of the data generated by the desk-
based assessment within a local and regional context.

METHOD STATEMENT

DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

The following will be undertaken as appropriate, depending on the
availability of source material. The level of such work will be dictated by the
time scale of the project. The emphasis of the search is to indicate potential
archaeological remains rather than to relate a detailed history of the site.

Documentary and Cartographic Material: this work will comprise a rapid
desk-based survey of the existing resource. It will include an appraisal of the
data in the Derbyshire SMR, appropriate sections of County histories, early
maps (printed and manuscript), and such primary documentation (tithe and

For the use of United Utilities © OA North: February 2003
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estate plans etc.) as may be reasonably available. Particular attention will be
paid to field and place names recorded on early cartographic sources relating
to estate and parish boundaries, field boundaries, woodlands and routes, as
these often provide important evidence of archaeological activity and
transformation of the historic landscape. All available published and
unpublished documentary sources will also be examined and assessed. - The
Derbyshire Record Office (Matlock) will also be consulted, as will the
relevant Local Studies Library. Local museum archives will be consulted as
appropriate.

3.1.3  Aerial Photography: any relevant photographic material held by Derbyshire
County Council will also be studied. This may indicate the range and survival
of archaeological and structural features in the designated area no longer
visible at ground level.

3.1.4  Physical Environment: a rapid desk-based compilation of geological (both
solid and drift), pedological, topographical and palaeoenvironmental
information will be undertaken in order to set the archaeological features in
context. Any engineering and/or borehole data relating to the site will also be
examined.

3.2 ARCHIVE/REPORT

3.2.1  Archive: the results of all archaeological work carried out will form the basis
for a full archive to professional standards, in accordance with current English
Heritage guidelines (Management of Archaeological Projects, 2nd edition,
1991). The project archive represents the collation and indexing of all the data
and material gathered during the course of the project. The deposition of a
properly ordered and indexed project archive in an appropriate repository is
considered an essential and integral element of all archaeological projects by
the IFA in that organisation's code of conduct. OA North conforms to best
practice in the preparation of project archives for long-term storage. This
archive will be provided in the English Heritage Centre for Archaeology
format and a synthesis will be submitted to the Derbyshire SMR (the index to
the archive and a copy of the report). OA North practice is to deposit the
original record archive of projects (paper, magnetic and plastic media) with
the appropriate County Record Office, and a full copy of the record archive
(microform or microfiche) together with the material archive (artefacts,
ecofacts, and samples) with an appropriate museum. Wherever possible, OA
North recommends the deposition of such material in a local museum
approved by the Museums and Galleries Commission, and would make
appropriate arrangements with the designated museum at the outset of the
project for the proper labelling, packaging, and accessioning of all material
recovered.

3.2.2  Report: one bound and one unbound copy of a written synthetic report will
be submitted to the client, and a further one copy submitted to the Derbyshire
SMR within eight weeks of completion of fieldwork. The report will include
a copy of this project design, and indications of any agreed departure from
that design. It will present, summarise, and interpret the results of the

For the use of United Utilities © OA North: February 2003
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3.2.3

3.2.4

4.1

5.1

5.2

53

6.1

6.2

7.1

programme detailed above. The report will also include a complete
bibliography of sources from which data has been derived.

This report will identify areas of defined archaeology. An assessment and
statement of the actual and potential archaeological significance of the
identified archaeology within the broader context of regional and national
archaeological priorities will be made. Illustrative material will include a
location map, section drawings, and plans. This report will be in the same
basic format as this project design; a copy of the report can be provided on
3.5" disk (IBM compatible format), if required.

Confidentiality: all internal reports to the client are designed as documents
for the specific use of the Client, for the particular purpose as defined in the
project brief and project design, and should be treated as such. They are not
suitable for publication as academic documents or otherwise without
amendment or revision.

PROJECT MONITORING

Monitoring of this project will be undertaken through the auspices of the
DCC Archaeologist, who will be informed of the start and end dates of the
work.

WORK TIMETABLE

OA North could commence the assessment within two weeks of receipt of
written notification from the client.

The desk-based assessment is expected to take in the region of seven days to
complete.

The client report will be completed within eight weeks following completion
of the fieldwork, although a shorter deadline can be negotiated if necessary.

STAFFING

The project will be under the direct management of Alison Plummer BSc
(Hons) (OA North senior project manager) to whom all correspondence
should be addressed.

The desktop study, and the assessment report will be carried out by Daniel
Elsworth MA (OA North Project Supervisor) who has a great deal of
experience in the undertaking of documentary assessments.

INSURANCE

OAN has a professional indemnity cover to a value of £2,000,000; proof of
which can be supplied as required.

For the use of United Utilities © OA North: February 2003
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APPENDIX 2: SITE GAZETTEER

Site name Torr Mill

Site number 01

NGR SJ0010 3852

SMR No 10734-DR439

Sitetype Cotton mill

Period Post-medieval

Source SMR; Ordnance Survey 1899: Fowkes 1984, Symond$;199

Brumhead 1997
Description

The earliest record of the mill was located on @ migthe Peak Forest Canal drawn in
1794, but was not named. Torr Mill (also known asrTTop Mill), was probably built
around this time for the Schofield family, as a evgpowered mill. After a fire in
1838, the mill was rebuilt, presumably by John Siethdh whom owned and occupied
a cotton mill and yard on the site in 1841. Thel mihs reconstructed for the
installation of steam power in 1846. The buildirgased functioning as a cotton mill
in the 1890s and was later occupied in 1904 byma &f linen yarn spinners. In 1912
the five-storey building burned down and was neweesopened. A small section of
preserved wall remains, close to the confluendé®fivers Sett and Goyt.

Assessment
The site lies within the proposed development arehwill be affected by it.

Site name Torr Vale Mill

Site number 02

NGR SJ9200 8588

SMR No 10735-DR7682

Sitetype Cotton mill

Period Post-medieval

Source SMR; Ordnance Survey 1899, Fowkes 1984, RCHME 1997
Description

Four storey gritstone mill, built for water poweredtton spinning in the 1790s,
remodelled between 1860 and 1879 incorporatingifgignt structures from the
original mill, with the advent of steam power. Thall has been in continuous
operation since. A RCHME survey in 1997 commenteat Torr Vale Mill may be
the longest period of continuous use of a cottahsite in England still in use by the
cotton industry.

Assessment
The site lies outside of the proposed developmeza and will not be affected by it.

Site name Canal Foundry
Site number 03

NGR SJ7400 8562
SMR No 10733-DR59

For the use of United Utilities Ltd © OA North December 2003
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Sitetype Foundry
Period Post-medieval
Source Fowkes 1984
Description

Two storey roofed listed building, with modern aduhs.
Assessment
The site lies outside the proposed developmentardavill not be affected by it.

Site name Brunswick Mill

Site number 04

NGR SJ9970.8490

SMR No 10731-DR58

Sitetype Cotton mill

Period Post-medieval

Source SMR; Ordnance Survey 1899, Fowkes 1984
Description

Three to four storey building dated to 1883, sedabn the banks of the Peak Forest
Canal. Formerly built as a cotton mill, it is presg used as a sweet factory.

Assessment
The site lies outside the proposed developmentardavill not be affected by it.

Site name Peak Forest Canal

Site number 05

NGR SJ8400 8535 multiple centre site

SMR No 14930-DR516

Sitetype Canal

Period Post-medieval

Source SMR; T Brown'’s Plan of Peak Forest Canal 1793, @Gnde

Survey 1899, Fowkes 1984
Description

In 1794, the Peak Forest Canal Company constracteshal to link the Ashton-under-
Lyne Canal with the Buxton limestone area.

Assessment
The site lies outside the proposed developmentardavill not be affected by it.

Site name Peak Forest Canal Warehouse
Site number 06

NGR SJ9500 8542

SMR No 10709-DR56

Sitetype Warehouse

Period Post-medieval

Source SMR; Index; 1601, 1601, NDAT

For the use of United Utilities Ltd © OA North December 2003



The Torrs, New Mills, Derbyshire: Archaeological Dd&&ksed Assessment 24

Description

Peak Forest Canal Warehouse

Assessment

The site lies outside the proposed developmentardavill not be affected by it.

Site name Torrs Railway Bridge and Tunnel
Site number 07

NGR SKO0012 8550 centre

SMR No 10736-DR440

Sitetype Railway Bridge and Tunnel
Period Post-medieval

Source SMR; Fowkes 1984

Description

Gritstone tunnel and railway bridge on line of femGrand Central/Midland Railway,
Hayfield branch. Now on Sett Valley trail

Assessment
The site lies outside the proposed developmentardavill not be affected by it.

Site name The Torrs, Hyde Bank Mill

Site number 08

NGR SK0009 8562

SMR No 10737-DR441

Sitetype Cotton Mill

Period Post-medieval

Source SMR; Ollersett Waterworks map of New Mills 1830 wkes

1984, Ordnance Survey 1899
Description

The four-storey gritstone building mill straddldabtriver Sett. The site was thought to
have been used as a corn mill dating to 1767. Fdyrkeown as Beard mill in 1789,
and identified as the first cotton factory in Newlls Destroyed by fire in 1832,
known as Sidebottom and Ridgways cotton mill in@,34ter redeveloped in 1879 as
a candlewick mill. It is now occupied by light ingtues.

Assessment
The site lies outside the proposed developmentardavill not be affected by it.

Site name Sluice gate
Site number 09

NGR SK0018 8509
SMR No -

Sitetype Sluice gate
Period Post-medieval
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Source Brumhead 1987
Description

Situated near a bend on the river Goyt. Remairenafon sluice gate that controlled
the flow of water along a leat to Torr Mill.

Assessment
The site lies outside the proposed developmentardavill not be affected by it.

Site name Ned Mill

Site number 10

NGR SK0017 8512

SMR No -

Sitetype Cottage

Period Post-medieval

Source Symonds 1983, Brumhead 1987
Description

There is no evidence that the cottage was a gita foill. Now demolished, the site is
adjacent to a preserved sluice gate (8¥e

Assessment
The site lies outside the proposed developmentardavill not be affected by it.

Site name Church Road Bridge

Site number 11

NGR SK0013 8517

SMR No -

Sitetype Road Bridge

Period Post-medieval

Source Brumhead 1987

Description

Two-tiered, stone built arched bridge, built oves Torrs in 1835.
Assessment

The site lies outside the proposed developmentardavill not be affected by it.

Site name Union Road Bridge

Site number 12

NGR SK 0040 8578

SMR No -

Sitetype Viaduct

Period Post-medieval

Sour ce Ordnance Survey 1899, Anthony 1954-1955, Brumhé&&d 1

Brumhead 1994,
Description
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Built in 1884 across the fields of Torr Top estételink Newtown and New Mills
Assessment
The site lies outside the proposed developmentardavill not be affected by it.

Site name Railway goods warehouse

Site number 13

NGR SK0024 8518

SMR No -

Sitetype Warehouse

Period Post-medieval

Source Ordnance Survey 1880, Ordnance Survey 1899, Orénanc
Survey 1984

Description

In continuous use as a goods warehouse until gsept day
Assessment
The site lies outside the proposed developmentardavill not be affected by it.

Site name Rock Mill

Site number 14

NGR SK0000 8524

SMR No -

Sitetype Cotton mill

Period Post-medieval

Source New Mills town map 1841,0rdnance Survey 1880, Ordnance
Survey 1899

Description

Also known as Crowder or Crowther mill. Built in 8F as a cotton mill, and owned
by the Crowder family. By the 1880s the mill waogucing paper. In 1882 the
building was destroyed by fire.

Assessment
The site lies outside the proposed developmentardavill not be affected by it.

Site name Barnes Mill
Site number 15

NGR SK0008 8527
SMR No -

Sitetype Cotton mill
Period Post- medieval
Source Symonds 1977
Description

Ruins.
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Assessment
The site lies outside the proposed developmentardavill not be affected by it.

Site name Torr Top Cottages
Site number 16

NGR SK 0020 8595
SMR No -

Sitetype Cottages

Period Post-medieval
Source SMR

Description

Three mid-18th century Grade Il listed propertiesth 20th century alterations,
currently unoccupied.

Assessment
The site lies outside the proposed developmentardavill not be affected by it.
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