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No. 2-9 High Street, West Wycombe Village

Historic Building Investigation and Recording

1  INTRODUCTION

1.1   Background
1.1.1 Oxford  Archaeology (OA) have been commissioned by the National Trust to carry out

historic buildings recording and archaeological investigation during conservation works
to a number of properties within the village of West Wycombe, Buckinghamshire.  The
work relates to a programme of on-going refurbishment works  and the current report
covers the recording of No.s 2-9 High Street which forms a group of structures towards
the western end of the village.  The  National Trust HBSMR event No for this work is
ENA7667.   

1.2   Wider background to the West Wycombe project
1.2.1 The current work forms part of a wider project to refurbish the tenanted National Trust

buildings within West Wycombe village and it is being carried out in a number of stages
between 2012-2015. 

1.2.2 The main works in the current programme include:
• Re-roofing and insertion of insulation
• Upgrades of services
• Upgrades of bathrooms and kitchen facilities
• Repairs to gutters 

1.2.1 The National Trust owns c.50 tenanted buildings in the village and c.23 of  these are
listed. There is one Grade II* building (Steps House) owned by the National Trust while
the others are listed at Grade II. The group that comprises numbers 2-9 is covered by five
separate listings each dating from 1954 when much of the village was listed. 

1.2.2 The village forms a collection of vernacular buildings from a range of dates and with
various  historical  functions  and  the  current  project  provides  a  rare  opportunity  to
undertake a single overarching study of a settlement such as this.  The investigation of
this  group  will  particularly  allow  the  easy  comparison  of  constructional  techniques
between buildings to identify similarities between structures of different ages as well as
highlighting evidence to show how constructional techniques or structural design in this
area has evolved over time. 

1.2.3 In September 2012 Gary Marshall (National Trust Archaeologist London and South East)
issued a brief for the recording project and in October OA responded with a Proposal for
Building Investigation and Recording. 

1.2.4 Vernacular  Building Surveys were undertaken on many of  the buildings  in  the early
1990s and these provide much valuable information on the history of the structures and
evolution of the village. The current recording work utilises existing plans and research
undertaken  by  the  Vernacular  Buildings  Survey  in  September  1993.   For  ease  of
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comparison internal spaces and rooms use the same numbering system as used in the
Vernacular Buildings Survey report.  The VBS report should also be read in conjunction
with the current report which is included here as Appendix B.

1.2.5 This document forms a stand-alone report on the investigation of No.'s 2-9 and similar
reports have been produced on the other buildings investigated at West Wycombe. The
information contained in all these reports is being distilled into a wider context study
which will discuss the overall development of the village and highlight common themes
or features between buildings.

1.2.6 The recording at No.'s 2-9 focused largely on the roof structures of the various ranges
following removal of the roof tiles and prior to the insertion of insulation. Some of the
interiors were accessed to enhance the understanding of the buildings but the main work
focused on the roof structures.  This report is intended to complement the Vernacular
Building Survey rather than to replace it and it focuses particularly on the areas exposed.
The VBS is reproduced here as an appendix while the main body of the current report
discusses  the  areas  recently  exposed  and  assesses  how  this  affects  the  previous
understanding of the building.     

1.3   Methodology
1.3.1 The work comprised three principal  elements:  a photographic,  a drawn and a  written

survey. The  photographic survey  consisted of general photographs and  specific details
and was undertaken using 35mm black and white print film and digital photographs were
taken using a Caplio 8 megapixel camera.

1.3.2 The drawn survey consisted of annotation of the first floor plan to indicate the exposed
roof structure with other details measured in.

1.3.3 The  written  survey consisted  of  notes  and  annotation  that  complemented  the
photographic and drawn surveys and added further analytical and descriptive detail. 

1.3.4 The main site work for the recording of 2-9 High Street was undertaken on a series of
visits in 2013. An initial visit was made on 29 April during some minor works inside
No.2  but  the  main  recording  on  the  roof  structures  was  concentrated  between  24
September 2013 and 15 November 2013.  

1.3.5 Dan Miles and Martin Bridge from the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory visited the
site while the roof timbers were exposed and took a number of samples, several of which
provided very useful felling dates (discussed further below).  

1.4   Historical Background to West Wycombe Village
1.4.1 West  Wycombe  is  a  small  historic  village  which is  just  detached  from the  modern

western  boundary  of  the  much  larger  town  of  High  Wycombe.  Archaeological
investigations have provided evidence of continuous occupation in the general vicinity
since  the  Bronze  Age,  particularly  on  West  Wycombe  Hill  and  the  area  where  St
Lawrence’s Church now stands.  

1.4.2 In the first half of the 18th century West Wycombe Park and country house was laid out
by Sir Francis Dashwood to the south of the village.

© Oxford Archaeology (7) March 2015



West Wycombe Village No. 2-9 High Street

1.4.3 The current buildings in the village largely date from between the early 16th century to
the later 19th and they formed part of the Dashwood’s estate. The village was located on
the main road between London and Oxford and records show there were a large number
of inns which prospered on the coaching trade. 

1.4.4 By the early decades of the 20th century the buildings of the village had fallen into a
state of  considerable disrepair  and in 1929 the village estate was purchased from the
Dashwood Family by the Royal Society of Arts (RSA). The RSA undertook a programme
of  refurbishment  under  their  Campaign  for  the  Preservation  of  Ancient  Cottages,  a
remarkable but little known campaign established in 1926 to protect cottage architecture
by establishing a fund which  purchased or  restored  cottages.  (RSA ref:  PR.EN/100).
Documents relating to this purchase and refurbishment are held at the RSA Archives in
London and this may be an avenue of valuable research in the current project.

1.4.5 In 1934, following the RSA refurbishment, the buildings were sold to the National Trust
and they remain as a tenanted estate today.  

1.4.6 No. 2-9 High Street
1.4.7 The earliest map to show West Wycombe is the 1698 estate map which is of considerable

use in giving a general indication of the size and layout of the village at the end of the
17th century but it is not accurate enough to be able to identify individual buildings (other
than the manor house and church).  The map shows the High Street as having a well
developed street  frontage  and although  the  map is  schematic  it  seems  clear  that  the
buildings shown continued along the footprint of No.'s 2-9. It is possible to identify with
reasonable confidence the gap in the frontage immediately to the east of the Swan Inn
and  therefore  we  can  also  identify  the  row  of  buildings  which  form  No.'s  2-9
immediately west of the Swan.

1.4.8 The buildings are relatively easily identified on the 1767 map to the west of the Swan Inn
(Fig 2). The map shows a continuous row of buildings on the street front and with no
structures to the rear.  No’s 2 and 3 appear to have formed the eastern end of a long
malthouse along the  street  front  with  the  large  square  yard  to  the  rear  labelled  Mr
Davenport’s house, malthouse, garden etc. Mr Davenport also owned the two plots to the
west of this and also that to the east which appears to have comprised the current No’s 4-
6 (labelled  Mr Davenport’s three cottages and gardens on the map). Numbers 7 and 8
appear to have been a structure shown as a larger building on the map and labelled ‘A
House and Garden' while Number 9 appears to have been a smaller structure labelled Mr
Cubbage House, Garden etc. 

1.4.9 The 1767 map shows that the buildings were largely part of the Dashwood’s (Lord Le
Despencer’s) estate other than No. 9 at the eastern end.

1.4.10 Information from the 1849 Tithe Map and the 1851 census confirms that this remained a
row of cottages occupied by Charles Bristowe (No. 2), Henry Hussey (No. 3), Richard
Auger, a boot and shoe maker (No. 4), Matthew Auger a retired former shoe maker (No.
5) and James Biggs a brick layer (No. 7: two cottages). The plot of number 8 included
two cottages and it was empty while number 9 was a much larger property occupied by
William  Goodchild,  a  baker,  and  his  family  which  included  7  children.  No.  9  was
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described as a house, garden and outbuildings whereas the others are all described as
cottages and gardens.  

1.4.11 The first edition OS map of 1876 is the earliest map to provide a dimensionally accurate
representation of the village and this shows clearly the distinct ranges that formed No.'s
2-9 (Fig 3). The layout of the main ranges facing the High Street are broadly similar to
the layout today but there have been various changes to the rear in the form of some new
extensions, changes to boundaries and the demolition of former rear ranges.  

1.4.12 In particular the 1876 map shows a long rear projection to No 5 which no longer fully
survives today.  By 1898 a long rear projection had been added to No.8 and it is also
interesting to note that on the west side of No.2 there is now a narrow through passage
shown which was not apparent on the 1876 map. 

1.4.13 The 2nd edition OS map of 1898 again shows various minor differences to the previous
map with regard to the rear boundaries, extensions and garden buildings.  

1.4.14 By 1921 small rear extensions appear to have been added to No.3 and 4 and there also
appears to have been some alterations to the tenancy boundaries of No.2-3. The map
suggests that at this date there was a front property and a rear property. 

1.4.15 The table below summaries some of the documentary evidence for the various properties.

No.
Tithe 
Propety

Tithe 
occupant

Trade in 
1851 
census

1851 
census 
No. of 
occupan
ts

1934 
register of
electors

Occupant in 
RSA schedule

Rent pa in
RSA 
schedule

RSA description

2cottage 
& 
garden

Charles 
Bristowe

- Percival 
& 
Elizabeth 
Gerrard

Estate employee - Kitchen, larder, two bedrooms on
1st floor and 2 bedrooms on 2nd 
floor, part of one of which is 
above No.1 High St.  Well and 
pump shared with No.3 in small 
garden. 

3cottage 
& 
garden

Henry 
Hussey

- Frederick,
Eliza & 
Dorothy 
Smith

Mr F Smith £11 4s Good kitchen, scullery with sink, 
2 bedrooms, 
Well and pump shared with No.2.
Woodshed with copper.  Inside 
Fair, outside Poor

4cottage 
& 
garden

Richard 
Auger

Boot & 
shoe 
maker

5Henry & 
Selinda 
Gibbs

vacant Ishop or front parlour, kitchen, 
pantry, good scullery, boxroom 
and four rooms partly over No.5 
High St. Wood shed. Well shared 
with No.5.   Inside Serious, 
outside serious.  Property in very 
dilapidated condition

5cottage 
& 
garden

Mathew 
Auger

Formerly 
shoemaker
(age 78)

3Elsie 
Howland

Mrs Howland £6 0s Kitchen, pantry, two bedrooms, 
partly over No.5. Well shared 
with No.4. Condition: Inside Bad,
outside Bad

6 Mr Seymour £11 6s Parlour, kitchen with copper, 
pantry, two bedrooms, 
washhouse, woodshed.  Well 
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shared with No.7, 8, 9
72 
cottages

James 
Biggs

Bricklayer 3William 
& 
Elizabeth 
Sexton

Mr W Sexton £19 18s Kitchen, parlour, scullery, three 
bedrooms, 
Inside Bad, outside Bad

82 
cottages

empty Annie 
Rippingto
n

Mr J Didcock £13 1s Kitchen, back kitchen with 
copper, two bedrooms, small 
back yard with store. Shared well
and pump. 
Inside Serious, outside Serious. 
Inside very dirty, roof is very bad

9house 
garden 
& 
outbuildi
ngs

William 
Goodchild

Baker 9 (7 
children
aged 4 
to 16)

Walter & 
Elizabeth 
Smith

Mr Hickman £15 2s Kitchen, good parlour, scullery 
with sink and store, two 
bedrooms. Shared pump and 
well. 
Inside Bad, outside Serious.  
Roof in very bad condition

1.4.16 There are several mentions of No.2-9 in the various oral history transcripts which the
National Trust have collected over a period of time. 

1.4.17 Miss  Daphne Hickman,  who was  born  in  1923 lived  in  the  village  and recalled the
tenants from this row: 'There was a family called Howlands in No.5, that's the one tucked
in the side,  whom I  can't  really  place those. And then there were the Seymours,  the
Sextons and the Didcocks in the next three houses and my aunt and Uncle Hickman lived
in that one. Now Ivy was telling me that when they lived there they had to go past the
Didcocks and the Sextons house to get water... They were scared stiff of Mrs Didcock.
This often happened that there was one pump which served several houses and so you all
had to gather round collecting water. Ours, the pump that's over there which you can't
see in this picture, served the whole lane. I said the whole lane, but I think Shiela Negus
had one and there was a well in there too at one time. Certainly all this group of houses
had to come across to get water. 

1.4.18 Mr Michael Gerrard, who was born in 1941 was interviewed in 1996 and he lived in
No.8 from a young age. He described the building as 'a much pokier little place' than his
previous  house (40  Church  Lane)  and 'with  two downstairs  rooms and two upstairs
rooms.  The loo down at No.8 was down in the shed, bath was done in a tin zinc thing,
that hunge on the back wall except on bath nights, that was in front of the kitchen range.
And water was heated down in the shed in the copper and it had to be carried up in
buckets. We were bathed first, and it went through the whole (family), you know water
was used again and again till Dad got in last I suppose.' 

1.4.19 The water for the washing was also heated in the copper in the shed. There was a round
zinc bath about, I don't know, about 3 ft long, an oval thing that Mum used to do the
washing in... she had a scrubbing board and rectangular block of yellow soap to do it all
and one of these copper sticks. I suppose she did boil it down in the copper, some of it
was boiled down there and some of it, the shirts I suppose, were done up in the kitchen'. 

1.4.20 Mrs Shiela Negus from the Swan Inn also mentioned that in the house next door to the
Swan (presumably No 9)  their  WC's were still  at  the bottom of  the garden until  the
1960s. 
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2  DESCRIPTION 

2.1   Summary of description and phasing from VBS
2.1.1 As detailed in the Vernacular Building Survey this range of buildings has evolved in a

complex sequence from the 16th century to the 20th. The complexity with the phasing and
the  difficulty  with  explaining  the  evolution  of  different  parts  of  the  structure  is
compounded by the fact  that  the tenancies have been altered on numerous occasions
without  respecting  the  historic  footprint  of  the  original  buildings.   In  the  VBS  the
description of the overall range has been subdivided into 16 distinct structures (Blocks F-
U) and it is probably easiest if this system is also used in the current study for identifying
which area is being described. (In the VBS Blocks A-E formed part of the Swan Inn
which is not covered in the current recording). The location of the blocks are shown on
Figure 5. 

2.1.2 The table below provides a short summary description of each block (largely from the
VBS) with a note also added of any dendrochronology samples which provided dating
evidence.  The referencing is based on the ground floor layout so there could be some
inconsistency on the upper floors. 

Block Current No Description, VBS phasing & relevant info

F Main part of 
No.8

This range incorporates some early elements including a truss and a gable (possibly
early 16th century) but in its current form it is essentially an 18th-century brick 
structure.  This may have formed two or three small cottages but it seems more 
likely to have been a single tenancy. On the 1767 map it is shown as a single 
tenancy and evidence suggests the tenant (Mr Cubbidge) was a man of relative 
wealth. 

G Shared shed 
between No.7-8

Shed of probable 1950s-60s date. 

H Rear part of 
No.8

Outshut constructed to the rear of Block F probably in the later 18th or early 19th 
century. This may have formed a bakehouse for the earlier Block F. 

I Part of rear 
range of No.7

This is one of three gabled wings which were probably constructed in the late 18th 
or early 19th century to the rear of Block L. Constructed from flint with brick 
dressings. 

J Part of rear 
range of No.7

This is one of three gabled wings which were probably constructed in the late 18th 
or early 19th century to the rear of Block L. Constructed from flint with brick 
dressings. 

K Part of rear of 
No.5

This is a brick structure and is one of three gabled wings which were probably 
constructed in the late 18th or early 19th century to the rear of Block L. Block K is 
slightly earlier than the other two. It probably formed a single tenancy with the 
western bay of Block L. 

L East 2 bays are 
in No.7; west 
bay is in No.5

Three-bay, street-front range probably constructed in the mid 18th century. Of brick 
construction with dentil work at the eaves and string course at storey level. There 
were originally dormers in the two western bays of the roof. 

M Small rear range
in No.5

Small single storey lean-to of probable 1950s or 60s date. 

N Large rear range
in No.4 
(mainly)

Two storey timber framed wing added to the rear of Block P and with very similar 
construction. Dendrochronology samples from this structure suggest that it 
probably dates from c.1569. 
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O Small rear range
in No.4

Small outshut of 19th-century date. 

P Part of No.4 This is the surviving part of a formerly longer street-front range which was added 
to pre-existing Block R. The VBS suggested that a mid 16th-century date was 
likely and this was confirmed by dendrochronology which suggested c.1555 as a 
likely construction date (only one year after the adjacent Block R). 

Similar in construction to Block R immediately to the west and probably only 
constructed a year earlier.  Only one truss is visible and this is at a different angle to
those in Block R so it may be that this range was constructed to infill an empty plot
between two existing buildings.  The timbers in the eastern end of the roof are 
smoke blackened so this may have been a heated bay open to the roof. 

It was probably truncated to its current size in the mid 18th century when Block L 
was constructed. 

Q Part of rear of 
No.4

Outshut to the rear of Block R. The VBS states that this was probably added in the 
18th century. 

R West 2 bays in 
No. 3; east bay 
is in No.4

Three-bay street front range which is believed to have been the earliest part of this 
complex. The VBS suggested a date of the early 16th century and dendrochronology
has recently provided a likely construction date of c.1554 (or soon after). 

Timber framed (standard box frame) with gabled tiled roof. The original wattle and 
daub panels were replaced by brick in the 18th century. There are four cross frames 
with trusses in each of the end walls and a main post towards the centre of each 
gable (that to west now removed by inserted stack). 

VBS says that the eastern bay was probably open to roof from ground and that the 
partition on the west side of this bay (beneath Truss 2) is probably original. The 
main building was probably storied and may have combined domestic and 
manufacturing functions. 

Roof: primary roof largely survives with four similar trusses, the end ones of which
were in the external gables.  Tie-beam, collar, two queen struts (?). single tier of 
clasped purlins and wind braces, 

The projecting bay shop window in the front wall of Block R was added in the mid 
to late 19th century. 

S Main part of 
No.2

The VBS believes that this structure was probably added in the late 16th century to 
extend the range towards the west. At its east end it has a brick stack in a narrow 
bay, shared with the earlier Block R and sandwiched by trusses. The rest of Block S
has two bays divided by trusses but the building probably originally continued by 
another bay to the west. This westernmost bay was probably demolished in the 18th 
century when the adjacent malthouse was constructed.  

Tie-beam and high collar. The height of the collar and lack of struts in the central 
truss show that this area was used as an attic room from the original construction. 
In the 18th century a bread oven was inserted at the east end, probably replacing the 
primary winder staircase. 

There is a single tier of purlins but they are not clasped (unusually for the village), 
instead being butt purlins tenoned into the principal rafter. 
    

T Part of No.3 This is a gabled brick-built projection to the front of the earlier building (Block R) 
towards the west end of the row and it was probably added in the mid 17th century 
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at the same time as the adjacent block (U).  
The block may have provided shop space, store rooms and domestic 
accommodation over two and a half floors. 
The main front wall of Block T was rebuilt in 1970 to step it back slightly from the 
road and widen the footpath. 

U Front part of 
No.2

This is a gabled brick-built projection to the front of the earlier building (Block S) 
towards the west end of the row and it was probably added in the mid 17th century 
at the same time as the adjacent block (T). The block provided shop space on the 
ground floor and may also have provided store rooms and domestic 
accommodation over two and a half floors.  

3  DESCRIPTION OF CURRENT INVESTIGATIONS

3.1   Introduction
3.1.1 As detailed in the table above No 2-9 High Street comprises a large number of distinct

structures and in  the description of  the current  investigations it  is  perhaps easiest  to
divide these structures into three groups: 

1) the central group which includes the oldest ranges; 

2) the easternmost block (No 5-7) and; 

3) the western range (No.2).  

3.1.2 The block identification system used in the Vernacular Building Survey has been used
again here. 
 

3.1.3 As with the other buildings at West Wycombe the key investigations in the current works
on No.2-9 have principally focused on parts of the roof which were uncovered to allow
insulation to be inserted and minor repairs to be undertaken. Recording in these areas
was undertaken from scaffolding while the roof was uncovered.  Some recording was
also undertaken on parts of the interior of the building and this has also been detailed in
the relevant sections below.  

3.2   Central Group (Blocks P, R, N): Roof Investigations
3.2.1 Block P is  a  small  structure just  to  the west  of  the centre of  the  overall  group and

dendrochronology suggests  that  it  was constructed  in c.1555.  The VBS states that  it
formerly continued further to the east. 

3.2.2 The north slope of Block P was exposed by the removal of roof tiles and examined from
scaffolding. This section of roof comprises 13 pairs of rafters, halved and pegged at the
apex without a ridge piece and many of these show some evidence of smoke blackening.
There is a single purlin to each slope although these are obscured for most of their length
by the lath and plaster from an attic room ceiling which extends up to nailed cross braces
between each pair of rafter, close to the apex of the roof.  This ceiling is continued down
by ashlar studs to the side of the roof space.  

3.2.3 The one section where more of the roof timbers are visible is towards the western end of
Block P at the junction with Block R (although both are now in No. 4). This western end
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of the block was historically a passage through the building (VBS) from the High Street
and in this half bay the ceiling inside the building is lower at this point (Plate 22, 23, 26).
The lower ceiling in this area exposes the purlin and a long, curved wind brace to the
north slope. There is no matching wind brace on the east side of this truss and it was not
possible to confirm whether there is a mortice from a former wind brace here.  The purlin
(20 x 15 cm) is diagonally set and is clasped by the collar and principal rafter of the truss
immediately east of this half bay.  This truss is now closed by secondary studwork which
extends up towards the apex of the roof.

3.2.4 There  is  a  further  truss  at  the  eastern  end of this  section  of  roof,  now immediately
adjacent to the later Block L, although this one is more obscured by the ceiling. There is
a short wind brace on the north and south slopes but again it was not possible to confirm
whether there were mortices from former corresponding wind braces on the east side of
this  trusses.  At  this  end of  the roof  there is  a  large brick chimney stack within  this
building which abuts the west wall of the adjacent building (Block L) 

3.2.5 The primary rafters in Block P have stacks of secondary 'packing rafters' added to their
backs to re-profile the roof. The use of these types of extra strips or lengths of timber
added to the backs of  primary rafters has been noted in  numerous buildings at  West
Wycombe and is believed to date from the RSA's works in the 1930s but the use of this
technique has been particularly extensive in No. 4. Here, rather than thin strips being
added to the primary rafters there are in some areas substantial lengths of timber (like
extra full rafters) added to the back of the primary members. Indeed in some areas there
are two or three extra rafters added to the back of the primary member.  Similarly to
elsewhere in West Wycombe there are considerable quantities of straw in the roof space
which was used in the RSA's 1930s works for bedding the roof tiles. 

3.2.6 An interesting feature in the roof of this area is a small number of timbers which give the
appearance of being a blocked window (Plate 24, 27) which would have been in the
southern  half  of  the  east  gable  of  Block P.  This  is now largely  obscured (or  partly
removed) by the abutting later room of the 18th-century Block L to the east.   A close
examination of the full feature was not possible due to the abutting later range but this is
partly of interest as it is believed that Block P formerly extended further to the east and
therefore this would not originally have been an external wall. Only the upper corner of
this feature is visible above the slope of the 18th-century rafters but a main post is visible
as well as a smaller stud and a plate or lintel. Considering the limited area exposed and
the fact that this is not believed to have been an external wall it is more likely to have
been a fragment of surviving timber frame than a former blocked window.   

3.2.7 Block N forms an early extension to the rear of Block P and dendrochronology sampling
suggests that the range was constructed in c.1569.  The single-bay roof has a clasped-
purlin, queen-strut truss form with many common features found widely in the buildings
of West Wycombe.

3.2.8 The roof structure comprises paired common rafters halved and jointed at the head with
no ridge piece and pegged over a single purlin to each slope. The primary rafters appear
to largely survive but they are very waney and distorted and therefore long secondary
packing pieces have been added, probably in the 1930s works, to the back of  all  the
common  rafters  to  counter  the  sagging  profile.   Some additional  horizontal  packing
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pieces have also been added, sandwiched between the primary rafters  and the 1930s
'packing rafters', to act as additional purlins and to counter the sag.   

3.2.9 The scantling of the rafters vary but on average they measure c.10 cm x 7 cm and they
are set horizontally. In total there are 17 pairs of rafters although those in the northern
half diminish in length because they overlie the sloped roof of the main building (Block
P).  Between the trusses there are Roman numeral carpenter's marks towards the apex of
the rafters, incised with a 2 inch chisel. These run consecutively north-to-south with the
exception of rafter 10 which is marked IX.

3.2.10 The purlins, which are clasped within a truss at each end of the roof,  are waney with
rough edges and while that to the west slope measures c.20 cm2 that to the east is slightly
smaller.  The western purlin is scarfed immediately north of the north truss while the
eastern purlin is full length and reaches the main roof of Block P without a scarf.  

3.2.11 The  northern  truss  is  located  at the  junction with  the  main  range  (Block  P)  and  it
comprises collar, principal rafters, tie (not seen) and three studs between collar and tie.
The principal rafters in the northern truss measure c.13 cm x 12 cm, with notches to
accommodate the clasped purlins, and the western one is a reused wall plate. The eastern
one also has signs of reuse (empty rebates) as well as a peg half way up which serves no
clear purpose.  The collar of the northern truss is c.40 cm above the point where the
sloped roof of the main range (Block P) adjoins and five courses of brickwork have been
added within  this section of  wall  around the three primary studs.  The nature of  the
mortar to this brickwork shows that this wall was constructed from within the extension. 

3.2.12 The southern truss and the whole southern end of the roof, is interesting as although the
current external gable end is of later 19th or early 20th century brick the primary truss and
timber-framed  gable  survives  immediately  behind  (and  leaning  slightly  towards  the
north). The historic chalky plaster survives to this gable behind the brick wall and it is set
on wattle and daub to the east half and lath and plaster to the west half (Pl. 17-18). The
two halves are separated by a central post which forms part of the primary truss at this
end and is is tenoned into the collar. Beneath the collar the truss has been infilled by
secondary brickwork and the primary timber-frame members removed but  there  is  a
visible peg on the north face of the collar from a former queen strut on the west side of
the truss.  The principal rafters have various empty sockets suggesting they have been
reused. 

3.2.13 The later gable re-facing is of single-skin brickwork with nailed and pegged timberwork
to look old. The red/orange bricks measure 62 mm x 102 x 219 and they have a wrinkled
skin and scorched stack marks from the kiln. They are cut to shape at the ends of courses.

3.2.14 Within the roof space the upper face of a lath and plaster ceiling is visible extending up
to a height just below the level of the purlins and on top of this there remains much straw
which was used in the 1930s refurbishments as a bedding material for the roof tiles.   The
ceiling is supported by a north-to-south joist (c.18 cm2) along the spine of Block N and at
the north end of the roof space, where this structure adjoins the earlier Block P, there is a
sloped lath and plaster surface on the rafters of the earlier roof.  This sloped lath and
plaster up to the apex does not indicate that this area was inhabited but instead it was
probably to reduce dust movement between the roofs of the different ranges. 

© Oxford Archaeology (15) March 2015



West Wycombe Village No. 2-9 High Street

3.2.15 At the southern end of the building there is a single wind brace to each slope, set below
the purlin and continuing to the gable end. 

3.2.16 The wall  plate is obscured on the east side by the adjoining projection to the rear of
Block L while it has been exposed on the west side by the removal of the roof of the
adjoining block (Blocks O and Q). This primary wall plate measures c.17 cm2.  Blocks O
and Q are two secondary ranges with catslide roofs which largely obscure the walls of the
primary building. Block Q  is of 18th-century date and Block O is of 19th-century date. 

3.2.17 The  removal  of  the  roof  tiles  from these  secondary  outshuts  (particularly  Block  O)
exposed some of the most interesting features found during the investigation of No.2-9
High Street, in the west wall of Block N at first floor level.  The removal of the roof tiles
from Block O exposed a section of primary wall framing from Block N beneath (Pl. 19-
21) including the wall  plate with three principal  posts tenoned into it,  panels clad in
primary lath and plaster and the largely intact remains of a blocked, primary window. The
window (94 cm wide x 50 cm tall) has four lights divided by three diagonally set square
mullions and the window has now been blocked by wattle and daub. This wattle and daub
is suggestive of a date not long after the construction of this building and presumably it
must  have  been  an  early  alteration.  The  infill  certainly  seems  a  lot  older  than  the
19th/20th-century range that encloses this wall (Block O) and this suggests that the wall
may have been enclosed by a previous structure in this location. 

3.2.18 The primary plaster in the wall panels beneath and to the south of the window is very
rough like a straw daub and with a slightly finer coating plaster on top and a limewashed
surface. The laths are irregular, widely spaced and wider than the type of conventional
lath and plaster typically found from a later date. Towards the top of the panel to the
south  of  the  window is  a  curved  brace  between  the  wall  plate  and  the  corner  post
although this is largely hidden behind the lath and plaster. 

3.2.19 Block R is the earliest building in the No.2-9 range, with dendrochronology suggesting it
was constructed in c.1554, and it is now divided between No.s 3 and 4 High Street. The
western two bays are now within No.3 while the eastern bay is within No. 4. 

3.2.20 Although renewing and re-covering works were undertaken in the recent project they
were undertaken without an enclosed cover over the scaffolding and this meant that only
relatively small sections were briefly exposed and repaired, while the weather was good,
before being re-covered. This only allowed short  windows for  the recording,  as very
short notice, and it was not always possible for OA to be on site when areas were visible. 
It  also  meant  that  when  the  roof  structures  were  exposed  there  was  an  urgency  to
complete the recording as soon as possible to allow the rafters to be re-covered. 

3.2.21 Block R is a three-bay timber-framed building and the roof is divided by four trusses
although the form of  these trusses is largely hidden by a continuous lath and plaster
ceiling up to purlin level through this building and also by old plaster which partially
obscures the upper sections of the trusses above the purlin height. It does not appear that
the uppermost  section of  the roof-space formed an attic  room up to the apex so the
plasterwork to the upper sections of the trusses was presumably just to stop dust passing
through the roof-space. There is no evidence of former laths to the undersides of the
rafters above the purlin height. 
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3.2.22 The easternmost truss (adjoining Block P) has old plaster to the west face which fits
around c.6 visible studs.  The condition of  the lath and plaster  is  relatively poor and
although this area is obscured it is clear that there is plaster to the east (external) face of
the gable.  The next truss to the west (ie that to the eastern side of the central bay) is
plastered to both sides without any studs visible. Plate 62 shows the east side while Plate
60 shows the west side. The eastern face of the truss to the west side of the central bay is
plastered with visible studs (see Plate 59).  

3.2.23 At the western end of Block R the outer face of the end truss was partially exposed by
the removal of roof tiles from the south slope adjacent to the large 17th-century chimney
stack. This stack was inserted between Blocks R and S.  This is a queen-strut truss and
while the central section below the collar has wattle and daub infill (to the internal face)
the rest of the visible infill on the south side of the truss is of old lath and plaster. It is
interesting to note that the outer (west) face of this truss does not have any evidence of a
plaster  or particular  weathering to the framing and this suggests that this was not  an
external face at the end of the building.  It could be that the building originally continued
west but it is perhaps more likely that it adjoined a former building on the footprint of
Block S. 

3.2.24 The roof of Block R comprises pairs of common rafters paired and jointed at the apex
without a ridge piece. There is a single purlin to each slope and the roof is strengthened
by pairs of wind braces. As with most of the buildings investigated at West Wycombe
there are secondary 'packing rafters'  added to the backs of  the primary rafters in the
1930s works and there is also remnants of straw which acted as a bedding material for
the roof tiles.   

3.3   Central Group (Blocks P, R, N): Internal investigations
3.3.1 Introduction
3.3.2 During the recent refurbishment works some internal recording was undertaken within

No  4  High  Street.  As  discussed  above  the  property  divisions  no  longer  follow  the
footprint of the historic buildings and therefore No. 4 now comprises the eastern bay of
Block R, as well as the whole of Blocks P and N. As the current recording was essentially
intended to be a watching brief the recording was principally focused on areas exposed
by the works but more general notes and observations were also taken on other internal
features of interest. 

3.3.3 Block R (Ground floor)
3.3.4 The main ground floor recording works in No. 4 focused on the eastern bay of Block R,

which is believed to be the oldest structure in the No.2-9 range, as well as the adjoining
outshut to the rear (Block Q). As mentioned above dendrochronology suggests that the
main part of this building was probably constructed around 1554 while the VBS suggests
the rear outshut was probably added in the 18th century.  This 'outshut' is now part of one
of the main living rooms and the section of the primary rear wall has been removed to
allow the two spaces to be unified. The western side of the room also extends beyond the
footprint of the historic western edge of the bay. 

3.3.5 The main part of the ground floor of No.4 where this recording focused was the bay with
the bay window (probably inserted in the 19th century) that projects towards the front.
This bay is at what was the eastern end of the primary mid-16th century building and
there are many fragments of timber framing surviving. This bay is a single open space
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although architect's plans contained in the VBS from 1975 show that at this time it was
subdivided into a front room and a rear one which incorporated the secondary outshut
(Block Q).  There is a east-to-west joist in the ceiling which shows the location of the
former partition which created the two rooms and it has distinctive mortices which could
relate to the former partition. However, although the east-to-west joist is old it appears to
be a secondary insertion and it may be more likely that the mortices relate to a previous
use elsewhere. This possibility is suggested by the fact that at the west end one of the
mortices has been cut through when the end of the beam was truncated. The joist is 19
cm wide by at least 10 cm tall. There is further evidence at first floor level to suggest that
this beam has been inserted (discussed further below). 

3.3.6 A primary principal  joist spans the room north-to-south along the line of the original
western edge of this bay. This joist extends from a post at the north end just to the west
of  the  bay  window to  a  point  on  the  south  side  of  the  primary  building  where  the
secondary outshut (Block Q) has now been added and the original rear wall  has been
largely removed. This principal joist is 26 cm wide by at least 18 cm tall and although it
is roughly squared in parts it has chamfered lower corners and good quality stops to the
chamfers at the north end.  The post at the north end is 25 cm wide and is somewhat
irregular but it  continues down to at  least  35 cm above the floor.   The depth of  this
member is obscured. 

3.3.7 At its south end this joist would originally have been supported by a main post but this
post has been removed to unify the space between the main house and the outshut. The
southern end of the principal north-to-south joist is now supported by a secondary east-
to-west beam bolted onto the side of the primary rail.  The underside of the truncated
primary post is visible, to the side of which the secondary east-to-west beam is bolted.
The truncated stub of this post is 23 cm x 19 cm and it is 65 cm from the east wall. The
east-to-west rail (12 x 21 cm) is tenoned into this truncated post and the rail has good
stop chamfers at each end (ie by the fireplace to the east and by the truncated post to the
west).  There is a pre-20th-century iron strap which has been added to brace the junction
between post and rail. 

3.3.8 It is interesting to note that there are three truncated ends from probable staves for wattle
and daub) in the underside of the east-west rail immediately west of the truncated post
(Plate 90). Presumably these were staves from a panel of the original wall frame and the
fact that these do not continue on the east side of the post suggest that there may have
been a window here in the primary building.  

3.3.9 Immediately to the north of this truncated post there is a 70 cm long chase or sloped
shoulder in the east side of the principal floor joist. This chase is 14 cm wide at its widest
point  and the nature of  this feature suggests that  there was a staircase here with the
shoulder cut to provide slightly greater head room at this point. The staircase would have
risen from west to east against the rear wall of the primary building and there is evidence
of a partition which would have flanked the north side of the stairs. The main evidence is
a post in the east wall of the room which aligns with the chase in the joist and which has
four sets of distinctive mortices suggestive of an east-to-west partition here. This post is
15 cm wide.

3.3.10 Towards the centre of the east wall of this room is a large post (25 cm2) on one side of a
staircase  which  projects  outside  the  original  end  wall  of  this  building  and  into  the
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adjacent structure (Block P). This post has two peg holes to each side for the north-to-
south rails. A shallow arch has been created in the southern rail to slightly allow for head
room at the foot of these stairs. 

3.3.11 The undersides of a series of six, regular north-to-south joists were exposed in the rear
outshut (Block Q), adjacent to a large fireplace. These joists were 11 cm2 in section and
had stop chamfers.  The character of these joists and the fact that they are roughly square
in section rather than laid flat would suggest a later 17th or early 18th century date. This
fits with the VBS interpretation of Block Q being of probable 18th-century date. 

3.3.12 At the north-east corner of this room there is a small section of post visible at ceiling
height but only c.50 cm survives visible. 

3.3.13 On the western side of this room, towards the centre, is a short section of ceiling joist to
the west of the main primary north-to-south joist that spans the full width of the building.
This beam is 65 cm long x 23 x 15 and has stop chamfers and although it is not modern
the wood is far crisper than the primary beam and although the evidence is inconclusive
this  short  beam seems likely to  be secondary.   Neither  end of  the short  east-to-west
ceiling joist corresponds convincingly with the other frame members.  

3.3.14 As mentioned above  the  current  west  wall  of  the  room is  an  extension  beyond the
primary edge of this bay and it may be that this was once the west side of a passage
through the building, with the east side of this passage formed by the cross frame through
the original building. Then this cross primary cross frame was removed. The passage is
unlikely to be original and it may be that the short 65 cm long ceiling joist was inserted
when the passage was created. 

3.3.15 The staircase within this building is located to the east of the main ground floor room and
therefore it is immediately outside the primary footprint of Block R. The staircase rises
against (on the east side of) the primary east end wall of Block R and it is interesting to
note that at the head of the stairs there's clear evidence of a cut-off former brace which
would have been located between the main post and the tie-beam. There are also peg
holes in the side of the tie-beam towards its northern end which almost certainly related
to another former brace at this end of the formerly external frame. 

3.3.16 No. 4 (First floor)
3.3.17 At first floor level there is a wealth of timber framing visible in No. 4 although relatively

few features have been newly exposed in the current project. 

3.3.18 In the western front room (ie the easternmost room in Block R) there are queen-strut
trusses to each side (east and west) visible up to collar height. To each slope there is a
single clasped purlin to each slope and long curved wind braces to the east side of the
bay. These wind braces would have been at the end of the primary building but there does
not appear to be comparable braces on the west side of this bay. 

3.3.19 Each of the cross frames on either side of this room have three posts beneath the waney
tie-beam and curved braces between tie and main post.  The central post in the east wall
(ie the original end wall of the building) is significantly larger (25 cm wide) than the
central post in the western internal cross frame which is only c.15 cm wide. 
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3.3.20 There were two relatively small patches of floor boards lifted in this room and eight old
joists (15 cm wide x 12 cm tall) were exposed spanning north-to-south and an east-to-
west principal  joist (c.18 cm wide x 12 cm tall).  They appear to be of oak and it  is
interesting  to  note  that  there  is  some evidence to  tentatively  suggest  that  they were
inserted.  At the eastern end of the main section of lifted boards it is clear that the east-to-
west principal is not tenoned into the primary post but is instead set on the north-to-south
rail  immediately to the south of  the main post. This post is the same one mentioned
above that flanks the foot of the stairs at ground floor level and if it was primary it would
seem more  likely  that  it  would  have  been  tenoned  into  the  main  post  immediately
adjacent.  This east-to-west  joist is the one mentioned above in the description of the
ground floor with mortices in its underside.  The corresponding point in the west wall
was not exposed. 

3.3.21 The apparent  evidence to suggest  that  this  floor may have been inserted is partly of
interest due to the possibility that this bay was originally a hall which was open to the
roof. The VBS states that it was possible that some part of the building was open from
the ground floor up to the roof but is also states that the eastern bay was likely to have
been storied. T

3.3.22 The first  floor  room of  Block N was also examined and although this  area contains
numerous  visible  timbers  nothing  of  significance  was  exposed  and  recorded  in  the
current investigation. The visible framing in this room includes: tie-beams to the north
and south frames;  wall  plates to  east  and west;  storey plate;  main corner  posts  with
jowled heads and straight angled braces between post and tie or wall plate.

3.4   Eastern Group (Blocks L, K, J): Roof Investigations
3.4.1 Block L (No. 5-7 High Street) is a three-bay wide building which the VBS suggests was

constructed in the mid 18th century. It  is located immediately east of the distinct kink
towards the centre of the street-front elevation and while the western bay forms the main
element of No.5 High Street, the eastern two bays form the main part of No. 7 High
Street. The central bay used to form a separate dwelling (No.6) but this was incorporated
into No. 7 at some point between 1930 and 1970. 

3.4.2 The front slope of the roof was fully exposed and this allowed a good examination of the
rafters and trusses which largely appeared to be primary, albeit with levelling strips of
softwood added to backs of many rafters to counter the sagging roof. This is a common
feature found widely in buildings at West Wycombe almost certainly dating from the
RSA's works in the early 1930s. 

3.4.3 The evidence of  the roof  appears to confirm that  this  was a 3-bay building from its
original construction and there is nothing to suggest that the building ever continued in
either  direction.  The  roof  would  have  incorporated  an  attic  floor  from  its  original
construction and it  comprises four trusses with those at  the two gable ends having a
different form to the two internal trusses.  The end trusses are simple structures with
principal rafters (11 cm wide x 13 cm tall), tie-beam (16 cm wide x 12 cm) and collar
which clasps a single tier of purlins to each slope. The use of clasped purlins is typical
for West Wycombe but there are no queen-struts to these trusses as elsewhere, or any
visible  evidence that  there  were formerly  such struts.   The  end trusses are  each set
immediately inside from the brick gable ends and the purlin end projects slightly beyond
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the truss.  This  is  particularly  true at  the east  end where  the purlin  projects  c.10  cm
beyond the truss and is partially embedded into the brickwork of the gable (see Pl. 43).

3.4.4 The inside face of each brick end wall is covered in lime plaster (with that to the east
surviving better than that to the west) and the bricks measure c.6.5 cm x 24 cm. Their
character is suggestive of a date no later than the early 18th century and evidence strongly
suggests that the brick gables are primary to the building rather than being a brick re-
facing of a timber framed building as has been found elsewhere in the village (eg Block
N). This is partly suggested by the fact that there is no evidence that these trusses were
ever closed by studs as would have been the case if the brick was a secondary re-facing
and also by the fact that the purlins project slightly beyond the truss. If the truss had once
formed the gable end then this would have been truncated to form a flush face. 

3.4.5 The fact that the end trusses and the brick gable ends are set immediately adjacent to
each other, but structurally separate, is an interesting point as in later buildings (eg 19th

century) it would be more usual for the purlin end to be directly supported by the brick
wall. This is the case with the rear projections to this building but in the main Block L
the single-brick thick gable is used as non-structural cladding, perhaps due to the relative
expense of bricks at this time or perhaps this was still one area of construction where
timber-framing techniques continued to be used for a period in brick buildings. 

3.4.6 The two internal trusses which divide the three bays again have tie-beam, collar  and
principal rafters but the collar is set higher than in the end trusses to allow for access
through the attic and therefore the collars do not clasp the purlins. The purlins are instead
tenoned into the sides of the principal rafters and the non-clasped nature of these purlins
is unusual for the buildings in West Wycombe. These two internal trusses are closed by a
series of studs with lath and plaster to one side and they have a door towards the centre.
These trusses have two principal structural studs and also smaller ones.  The principal
rafters to these internal trusses have a clear taper so that whereas they are c.16 cm wide
towards their base they are c.10 cm wide at the apex. There are a number of scratched
Roman numeral carpenter's marks to the underside of the northern purlin in the central
and eastern bays.
 

3.4.7 The attic incorporates ashlar studs roughly nailed to the sides of the rafters and clad with
lath and plaster. There was a ceiling a similar height to the collars in the internal trusses
but this has now largely been lost. Within the roof there are small door openings in the
rear slope to allow access to the three secondary extensions. With each of these the lower
part of a single rafter has been removed below the purlin and the sides of the flanking
rafters plastered to create a rough doorway. 

3.4.8 The common rafters are generally pegged into the purlin (c.19 cm x 10 cm) and they are
set horizontally (irregularly sized but on average c.10 cm wide x 7 cm tall ) There are
eight pairs on rafters in the eastern bay but eleven pairs in the other two bays. The pairs
are jointed at the apex without a ridge piece. 

3.4.9 In the north slope of the central and western bays there is evidence of two former roof
lights which would have been towards the centre of each bay. This evidence comprises a
distinct section where the lower quarter of the diagonally-set purlin has been cut out to
form a flat soffit  to the former light. The distinct cut is between three rafters and the
central rafter has been clearly re-set in the location of the former light.  
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3.4.10 There are no wind braces to this building, unlike many in West Wycombe, although this

is indicative of its relatively late date.  The wall plate was largely obscured when the
recording was undertaken by the repairs being undertaken to the brick eaves.  

3.4.11 To the rear of Block L there are three gabled projections which the VBS assessed were
probably constructed in the late 18th or early 19th century. The two eastern projections (I
and  J)  were  constructed  at  the  same  time  and  were  slightly  later  than  the  western
projection  (Block  K).   Blocks  J  and K  were  uncovered and  recorded in  the  current
investigation.  

3.4.12 Block K projects c. 3.9 m from the rear wall of the main Block L and it has a simple
softwood roof structure with pairs of common rafters nailed over a single purlin to each
slope.  There is no ridge piece for the main part of the roof (the six pairs of rafters to the
south) but there is a very crude ridge piece in the northern half of the roof which may be
a secondary insertion.  The rafters are irregular in scantling but they are generally slightly
wider than they are tall (eg c.10 cm wide x 9 cm tall) and some are cut at the purlin. 

3.4.13 There are no trusses or wind braces in this block and the southern ends of the purlins are
supported by the single skin brick gable. Unlike in the main range (Block L) there is no
truss supporting the purlins immediately adjacent to the gable and the purlins project
slightly beyond the gable. The internal face of the gable is plastered (although there is no
lath and plaster  to the rafters)  and it  incorporates the outline of  a small  window. As
mentioned above this roofspace is accessed by a small doorway in the rear wall of the
main range (Block L). 

3.4.14 The northern end of the roof rests on crude valley boards laid on the south slope of the
main Block L

3.4.15 The purlins are braced by an east-to-west spreading member set between the purlins to
counter roof sag and a number of secondary braces have been nailed between pairs of
rafters towards the apex. 

3.4.16 The wall plates are hidden by walkboards at the valleys. 

3.4.17 The roof of  Block J is broadly similar to Block K with pairs of rafters overlying, and
nailed to, a single purlin to each slope. The rafters are approximately square in cross
section although there is variation in their size. There is no ridge piece to this structure
and the southern end of the purlins are supported by the gable end which is constructed
from flint and rubble as well as brick dressings which line a former (blocked) window
towards the apex.  The inner face of this gable wall is plastered and there is also lath and
plaster to the undersides of the rafters and to ashlar posts lining the attic room. The room
was accessed from Block L by a door to the north, adjacent to a brick chimney stack.

3.5   Western Group (Blocks S, U, T): Roof investigations
3.5.1 Block S (No.2) is the westernmost section of No.2-9 High Street and the VBS assessed

that it was probably constructed in the late 16th century. This structure was subsequently
extended to the front with Blocks T and U, which the VBS believes were probably added
in the mid 17th century. 
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3.5.2 The main part of Block S is now within No.2 the High Street and most of the roof of this
structure had been covered before OA had an opportunity to record it  in the current
project. The one area that was visible was the southern slope in the area between Blocks
S and R. This is adjacent to the large brick chimney stack which is located in a narrow
(62 cm wide) half bay between the ranges. 

3.5.3 Three common rafters were exposed in this half bay adjacent to the chimney as well as
part of a closed truss immediately west of the chimney and the eastern end of the purlin
of Block S, which extends west from the closed truss. The purlin is tenoned into the side
of the principal rafter of this truss with two pegs. On the east side of the principal rafter
there is a short purlin in the half bay adjacent to the chimney stack supporting the three
common rafters that are pegged over it and it is supported by a curved strut within the
truss. 

3.5.4 The truss is closed by studs and lath and plaster (plaster to west face) and the curved
brace/strut  appears  primary  to  this  infill  as  well  as  to  the  truss  itself.  The  truss
incorporates a high collar  c.40 cm above the height of  the purlins although this was
largely obscured when the investigation was undertaken. 

3.5.5 At its east end this purlin is supported on a short bracket which projects beyond the west
end truss of Block R. This bracket is clasped in the Block R truss by the collar and the
secondary purlin is tenoned into it. Further detail on this truss at the west end of Block R
is included above in the section on the central group of buildings (3.3). 

3.5.6 Understanding  the  phasing  of  this  half  bay  is  slightly  difficult  due  to  apparently
conflicting  evidence.   The  brick  chimney  stack  and  the  crudely  scarfed  purlin  are
apparently later than Block R, but this is believed to have been the west end of Block R
and there is no sign of a former plastered gable end. The wattle and daub and laths at this
end just support an internal  plaster facing east and not an external render which either
suggests that  this building continued west  or  that  it  abutted a former building on the
footprint of Block S.   The use of a different type of purlin within the half bay (slightly
lower and supported by curved brace) as opposed to the butt purlin in Block S could
suggest that the half bay also post dates Block S.  However, although the junction is
slightly awkward the half bay probably is contemporary with Block S.

3.5.7 The brick gable end wall of No. 2 was visible from the scaffolding and it is constructed
from  19th or  20th-century  bricks  together  with  what  appeared to  be  20th-century
replacement timbers.

3.5.8 The roof of  Block T was not fully exposed during the OA investigations but a limited
inspection through an opening in the roof covering was possible to confirm the overall
nature of the roof (Pl. 57-58). The rafters of the primary roof appear to largely survive
intact  although  the  overall  form  of  the  structure  has  been  considerably  altered,
particularly  by  the  addition  of  a  number  of  modern  nailed  props  and  braces  which
support the purlins. These were probably added in works known to have taken place in
1970 to rebuild the front gable wall and re-align it slightly away from the street (thereby
increasing the width of the pavement). The recent inspection confirmed that this gable
wall was fully rebuilt in modern brick.  
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3.5.9 Unlike most of the roofs in West Wycombe the roof space is open down to the level of
the tie-beam/eaves and there is no ceiling up to the purlins. The primary roof of Block T
is of a butt-purlin/rafter type where the purlin is tenoned into the principal rafters and the
common  rafters  are  tenoned  into  the  purlin.  This  is unlike  most  buildings  in  West
Wycombe which have clasped-purlin roof structures.   The purlins are supported by a
single east-to-west truss, aligned with the north wall of Block R and it is interesting to
note that the purlins (at least on the west slope) are staggered so that the purlin which
extends south from this truss is significantly below (c.40 cm) the purlin which extends to
the north. The reason for this is not apparent. It also appears that the end of this upper
purlin  would  have  been  supported  by  a  strut  within  this  truss  which  has  now been
removed. The end of the purlin is now supported by one of the props from the 1970
works. 

3.5.10 The dominant feature within this roof space is a large roughly rendered chimney stack
which is set within Block R, against the north wall, but which kinks slightly in the roof
space towards the north 

3.5.11 Part of the rear slope of the western bay of Block R is also visible within the roof of
Block T although a close inspection of this was not possible. 

3.6   Western Group (Blocks S, U, T): Internal Investigations
3.6.1 No.2
3.6.2 The opportunity  was taken to  investigate  and record  the  interior  of  No.2  during  the

refurbishment works. As summarised in the table above the main part of No.2 is believed
to  have  been  constructed  in  the  later  16th century  (Block  S)  and  that  this  building
originally continued west for another bay.  In the 17th century the front section was added
(Block U) to provide additional space (shop/storage/domestic accommodation) and then
in the 18th century the western bay was demolished when the adjacent malthouse was
constructed. It is interesting to note that there is a former doorway (now blocked) in the
western end of this structure which would have allowed access to the malthouse directly
from No.2 for the maltster who lived in No.2. 

3.6.3 The western part of the existing building is a c.1.7 m wide half-bay which extends the
full width of the building (N-S) and has the appearance of being a cross passage. There is
a blocked doorway in the west wall of this passage, at the northern end of the original
(late 16th century) part of the building, which would have allowed access to the adjacent
malthouse. 

3.6.4 At the northern end of the passage is a roughly square plan lobby (Room 2E in the VBS)
which has timber framing to each side but nothing recently exposed. The joists above
have  something  of  a  'cobbled  together'  character  using  old  timbers  but  not  with  a
consistent layout or construction. 

3.6.5 The eastern ground floor  room (Room 2C in  VBS) is  the  main  area in  No.2  where
historic fabric has been uncovered in the current work. This is within the probable 17th-
century part of the building (Block U). The removal of the ceiling exposed eight north-
to-south joists spanning this room each of which is limewashed. The floor incorporates
joists of various dates including some that are laid horizontally and could be from the
17th-century building. Others are set more vertically and are more suggestive of a 19th-
century date. 
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3.6.6 The north end of the joists are supported on relatively old iron joist hangers (iron straps
nailed to the side of a long timber lintel that extends across the front of the building.  At
their southern ends the three easternmost joists are held within sockets in the brick wall
but the rest of the joists are tenoned into a plate in the wall.   Above these joists the
undersides of limewashed boards are visible and most of these appear to be primary (later
17th or early 18th century) although some have been replaced. 

3.6.7 The east wall of this room which now forms the side of the staircase is a stud partition
with lath and plaster cladding.  The window in the north wall is of probable later 20th-
century date. 

3.6.8 The main room to the southern part of the ground floor (Room 2A in the VBS) is within
the original 16th-century part of the building and has interesting features such as floor
joists  above  as  well  as  a  bread  oven  and  inglenook  fireplace  in  the  east  wall.
Refurbishment works were not being undertaken here when the recording visit was made
so previously concealed historic fabric had not be exposed.   

3.6.9 At first floor level the carpet had been lifted from the front room and this exposed regular
floorboards of probable 20th-century date (1930s?) which had clearly been laid on the
earlier  boards  which  are  partially  visible  from beneath at  ground floor.   The  ceiling
remains intact in this room so the joists above were not visible. 

3.6.10 At 2nd floor level no historic fabric had been exposed in the recent refurbishment works
although a brief assessment was made of this area. There is a queen strut struss at the
eastern end of this range, adjacent to the stairs as they rise to the attic, and then another
truss on the west side of the narrow bay with the chimney stack. This truss forms the
eastern side of the main bay in the attic with the western side formed by a similar truss.
These two trusses have high collars and no queen struts to allow an uniterrupted space in
the attic room.  There is a smaller bay at the western end.  The purlin on the north side of
the original north slope has been raised and narrowed in section to allow a greater head
height through to the secondary northern projection.  

4  CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

4.1.1 No 2-9 High Street  at  West Wycombe is an important  group of  buildings which has
grown in a large number of phases from the 16th century to the 20th, and now comprises
c.16 separate blocks. The tenancy boundaries have been altered on numerous occasions
in  the  past  and they  no  longer  respect  the  original footprints  of  the  buildings.  This
complicates the understanding of the range but it is typical for West Wycombe and a
similar pattern has been noted elsewhere in the village. There are also a number of other
ways in which No.2-9 can be seen to typify the overall village. 

4.1.2 The earliest structures in the 2-9 range were timber-framed buildings constructed in the
mid 16th century when there is known to have been a building boom in the village and
then the main phase of expansion to No.2-9 was in the early to mid 18th century, when
again there is known to have been a period of major development throughout the village.
Other common 'themes' in this group of buildings which have also been noted elsewhere
include the rear outhouses which were built or refurbished in the 1930s works, surviving
fragments of wattle and daub, flint in the rear walls, brick fronts and wind braces in the
roofs (although fewer than elsewhere) 
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4.1.3 Dendrochronology works in the current project have been very useful, suggesting that the
earliest  structure  (Block  R)  was  built  in  c.1554  and  then the  neighbouring  property
(Block P) was added in c.1555. The rear projection to Block P appears to have been
added in c.1569. 

4.1.4 The  current  investigation  has  principally  recorded  the  exposed  roof  structures  and
although the most common type of roof has been the clasped-purlin, queen-strut roof (as
found widely elsewhere in the village) there have also been some examples of slightly
different trusses with butt purlins (No.2 and No.5-7). 

4.1.5 A particularly interesting feature revealed was an original 16th-century window to the
west side of Block O (constructed in c.1569) which was exposed by the removal of the
later, abutting catslide roof range. This window retains timber mullions but it has been
infilled by wattle and daub suggesting that it was blocked at an early date. Indeed the
blocking would appear to be considerably earlier than the outshut which now overlies the
window so it may be that there was a former outshut range on this footprint prior to the
current structure. 

Oxford Archaeology 
February 2015
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APPENDIX A.  LISTED BUILDING  DESCRIPTIONS

2, HIGH STREET, WEST WYCOMBE, BUCKS
List entry Number: 1125164 Listing NGR: SU8284494647
Grade: II    Date first listed: 09-Jan-1954

HIGH STREET 1. 963 (South Side) WEST WYCOMBE No 2 SU 8294 9/65 9.1.54. II GV 2. Late 
C17 or early C18. Red brick now colour washed, old tile roof, 2 storeys and attic; 1 ground floor 
window, 2 to 1st floor, 1 to attic, all casements with glazing bars, Yorkshire except to attic. Plain 
doorcase with cambered relieving arch, 6 panel door with 2 panels now glazed. 1st floor brick band 
with cut brick modillions, plain 2nd floor band. Gable end to street. Out buildings adjoining No 2 on
West, Nos 2 to 5 (consec), Nos 7 to 9 (consec), The Swan Public House, West Wycombe Branch 
County Library, Nos 10 to 13 (consec), No 15, Black Boy Cottage, The George and Dragon Inn and 
Nos 16 to 23 (consec) form a group.

3, HIGH STREET, WEST WYCOMBE, BUCKS
List entry Number: 1160017 Listing NGR: SU8285094650
Grade: II     Date first listed: 09-Jan-1954

HIGH STREET 1. 963 (South Side) WEST WYCOMBE No 3 SU 8294 9/66 9.1.54. II GV 2. C17, 
with early C18 gabled addition on right projecting to form an L plan. Earlier part is timber framed 
with colour washed brick nogging; later part is of colour washed brick. 2 storeys, 2 modern 2 light 
casement windows with wooden mullions, 1 flat arched casement to wing on right, attice dummy 
window. Left hand ground floor early C19 splayed bay with cornice now reconstructed. Door in 
corner of L with C19 Welsh slate hood. Right hand 1st and 2nd floor bands as on No 2. Out 
buildings adjoining No 2 on West, Nos 2 to 5 (consec), Nos 7 to 9 (consec), The Swan Public House,
West Wycombe Branch County Library, Nos 10 to 13 (consec), No 15, Black Boy Cottage, The 
George and Dragon Inn and Nos 16 to 23 (consec) form a group.

4 AND 5, HIGH STREET, WEST WYCOMBE, BUCKS
 List entry Number: 1332339 Listing NGR: SU8285994646
Grade: II     Date first listed: 09-Jan-1954

HIGH STREET 1. 963 (South Side) WEST WYCOMBE Nos 4 & 5 SU 8294 9/67 9.1.54. II GV 2. 
C17, altered. Colour washed brickwork with 1st floor timber frame and old tiled roof. 2 storeys, 2 
flush wood mullion casements with glazing bars, all 2 light except for 1 1st floor single light 
window. 4 and 6 flush panel doors. Small hood on cut brackets over the whole length of the ground 
floor. Out buildings adjoining No 2 on West, Nos 2 to 5 (consec), Nos 7 to 9 (consec), The Swan 
Public House, West Wycombe Branch County Library, Nos 10 to 13 (consec), No 15, Black Boy 
Cottage, The George and Dragon Inn and Nos 16 to 23 (consec) form a group.

7, HIGH STREET, WEST WYCOMBE, BUCKS
List entry Number: 1125165
Grade: II   Listing NGR: SU8287294644
Date first listed: 09-Jan-1954, Date of most recent amendment: 28-Jun-1973
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HIGH STREET 1. 963 (South Side) VEST WYCOMBE No 7 (Formerly listed as Nos 6 & 7) SU 
8294 9/68 9.1.54. II GV 2. C18 front. Colour washed brick, old tile roof with modillion brick 
cornice. 2 storeys, 4 ground floor windows - 2 double hung sashes, 2 casements - with cambered 
relieving arches, 3 1st floor 3 light casements with wooden mullions. No glazing bars to 2 lst floor 
windows on left, 4 flush panel door. 1st floor brick band. Out buildings adjoining No 2 on West, Nos
2 to 5 (consec), Nos 7 to 9 (consec), The Swan Public House, West Wycombe Branch County 
Library, Nos 10 to 13 (consec), No 15, Black Boy Cottage, The George and Dragon Inn and Nos 16 
to 23 (consec) form a group.

8 AND 9, HIGH STREET, WEST WYCOMBE, BUCKS
List entry Number: 1310766 Listing NGR: SU8287794642
Grade: II,  Date first listed: 09-Jan-1954

HIGH STREET 1. 963 (South Side) WEST WYCOMBE Nos 8 & 9 SU 8294 9/69 9.1.54. II GV 2. 
Pair of cottages. C18 front. Colour washed brick with old tile roof. 1 storey and attics, 3 flush 3 light
wood mullion casements with cambered relieving arches, attic gabled half dormers. 2 doors, each 
with 4 flush panels and cambered relieving arches. Outbuildings adjoining No2 on West, Nos 2 to 5 
(consec), Nos 7 to 9 (consec), The Swan Public House, West Wycombe Branch County Library, Nos 
10 to 13 (consec), No 15, Black Boy Cottage, The George and Dragon Inn and Nos 16 to 23 
(consec) form a group.
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APPENDIX B.  VERNACULAR BUILDING SURVEY
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Figure 1: Location of No 2-9 High Street within West Wycombe
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Figure 2: Extract from 1767 map
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Figure 3: 1876 OS map (25 inch map)
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Figure 4: 1921 OS map
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Figure 5: Block Plan phasing (from Vernacular Building Survey)
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Plate 1: North elevation of No’s 5-8

Plate 2: North elevation of No’s 2-5



in
vo

ic
e_

co
de

s_
r-

z*
W

W
B

S
B

S
/2

-9
_H

ig
h_

S
tre

et
_M

ar
ch

_1
5*

W
es

t W
yc

om
be

 B
ui

ld
in

gs
 2

-9
 H

ig
h 

S
tre

et
*M

D
*0

2.
03

.2
01

5

Plate 3: North elevation of No’s 5-8

Plate 4: North elevation of No’s 2-3
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Plate 5: Rear of No’s 2-3

Plate 6: General view of roof of No.4
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Plate 7: Rear projection of No.4

Plate 8: Rear range of No.4
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Plate 9: Roof of rear wing of No.4

Plate 10:North slope of street front range (No.4) (Blocks P & R)
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Plate 11: Curved wind brace in street-front range of No.4 (Block R)

Plate 12: Loft space of No.4 (N end of Block N)
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Plate 13: Roof of rear projection of No.4 (Block N)

Plate 14: End of south projection of No.4 (Block N)
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Plate 15: Roof of rear projection of No.4 looking east (Block N)

Plate 16: Roof of rear projection looking south (Block N)
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Plate 17: Plaster and wattle and daub in No.4 looking south (Block N)

Plate 18: Lath and plaster at south end of No. 4



in
vo

ic
e_

co
de

s_
r-

z*
W

W
B

S
B

S
/2

-9
_H

ig
h_

S
tre

et
_M

ar
ch

_1
5*

W
es

t W
yc

om
be

 B
ui

ld
in

gs
 2

-9
 H

ig
h 

S
tre

et
*M

D
*0

2.
03

.2
01

5

Plate 19: Side of wall of rear range (Block N)

Plate 20: Rear of No 4 showing exposed old features (Block N)
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Plate 21: Rear of No.4, old laths (Block N)

Plate 22: Clasped purlin in No.4 (Block R)
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Plate 23: Clasped purlin (Block R)

Plate 24: Blocked window at east end of No.4 (Block P)
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Plate 25: Front slope of No.4 at junction with No.5

Plate 26: Curved windbrace in No.4 (Block R)
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Plate 27: Blocked window at east end of No.4 (Block P)

Plate 28: General view of roof of No.5-7 looking west
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Plate 29: General view of roof of No.5-7. Butt purlins

Plate 30: Roof of No.5-7 looking east towards the Swan Inn
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Plate 31: Roof of No.5-7

Plate 32: Rafters and purlin of roof of No.5-7
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Plate 33: Roof of No.5-7

Plate 34: General view of roof of No.5-7
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Plate 35: View of roof of No.5-7

Plate 36: Roof of No.5-7 looking west
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Plate 37: Roof of No.5-7

Plate 38: Roof of No.5-7 looking east
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Plate 39: Roof of No.5-7, corner detail

Plate 40: Roof space of No.5-7 looking east
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Plate 41: Roof space of No.5-7 towards rear range

Plate 42: West end of roof of No.5-7
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Plate 43: Purlin detail in No. 5-7

Plate 44: Rear projection of No.5-7 (Block K)
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Plate 45: Rear projection and rear of main roof (Block K)

Plate 46: Rear projection looking south (No.5-7) (Block K)
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Plate 47: Rear slope of main range of No.5-7 (Blocks J & K)

Plate 48: Rear slope of main range of No.5-7
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Plate 49: End of rear range of No.5-7 (Block K)

Plate 50: End of fl int rear projection of No.5-7 (Block J)
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Plate 51: Rear slope of No.5-7

Plate 52: Butt purlin detail in rear slope of No.5-7
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Plate 53: Roof space of No.5-7 looking east

Plate 54: Rear slope of No. 5-7
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Plate 55: Rafters in rear slope of No.5-7

Plate 56: Front slope of No.2-3



in
vo

ic
e_

co
de

s_
r-

z*
W

W
B

S
B

S
/2

-9
_H

ig
h_

S
tre

et
_M

ar
ch

_1
5*

W
es

t W
yc

om
be

 B
ui

ld
in

gs
 2

-9
 H

ig
h 

S
tre

et
*M

D
*0

2.
03

.2
01

5

Plate 57: Roof space of No.2-3 (Front range – Block T)

Plate 58: Roof space of No.2-3(Front range – Block T)
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Plate 59: Roof space of No.4 (east end of Block R)

Plate 60: Roof space of No.4
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Plate 61: Old plaster, looking east in roof space of No.2-3

Plate 62: Old plaster, looking west in roof space of No.4 (central truss of Block R)
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Plate 63: Front slope of No.4

Plate 64: Rear slope of No.2
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Plate 65: No 3 west end  roof

Plate 66: Scarfed purlin in roof of No.2-3
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Plate 67: Roof of rear range of No.2-3

Plate 68: Attic space, No. 3
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Plate 69: Attic in No. 3

Plate 70: Apex of rafters in No. 3
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Plate 71: Attic space of No.3

Plate 72: Rear slope general of No.3
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Plate 73: Interior of No 2. Joists in front room looking east

Plate 74:  Interior of No 2 front room ground fl oor
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Plate 75:  Interior of No 2. Rear ground fl oor room

Plate 76:  Interior of No 2. Former passage
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Plate 77:  Interior of No 2. Former passge 

Plate 78:  Interior of No 2. Ground fl oor joists
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Plate 79:  Interior of No 2. Attic looking north

Plate 80:  Interior of No 2. Attic looking east
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Plate 81:  Interior of No 2. Attic looking west

Plate 82:  No 4. Ground fl oor front room looking north
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Plate 83: No 4. Ground fl oor front room looking west

Plate 84: No 4. Ground fl oor front room looking south-west
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Plate 85: No 4. Ground fl oor front room, north-east corner

Plate 86: No 4. Ground fl oor front room looking south
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Plate 87: No 4. Ground fl oor front room looking south-east

Plate 88: No 4. Joists in  rear extension
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Plate 89: No 4. Underside of truncated post. Rear wall

Plate 90: No 4. Underside of truncated post from rear wall
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Plate 91: No. 4.  Fireplace in extension

Plate 92: No. 4. Stairs
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Plate 93: No. 4. Roof at fi rst fl oor

Plate 94: No. 4. First fl oor rear wall



in
vo

ic
e_

co
de

s_
r-

z*
W

W
B

S
B

S
/2

-9
_H

ig
h_

S
tre

et
_M

ar
ch

_1
5*

W
es

t W
yc

om
be

 B
ui

ld
in

gs
 2

-9
 H

ig
h 

S
tre

et
*M

D
*0

2.
03

.2
01

5

Plate 95: No. 4. First fl oor rear projection looking south

Plate 96: No. 4. First fl oor rear projection looking south
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Plate 97: No. 4. First fl oor main range roof.

Plate 98: No. 4. First fl oor rear projection
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Plate 99: No. 4. First fl oor main range roof

Plate 100: No. 4. Floor boards lifted. Main range 1st fl oor. 
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