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Arehaeviogical Warching Brief Reporr

SUMMARY

From Qctober 2004 1o January 20035 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried
out an archaeological watching brief ar Soane Pavilion, Roval Hospital,
Chelsea, London (NGR T O 2830 78005, The wori was commissioned by
Capita Symonds on behalf on behalf of the Roval Hospiial Chelsea during
the restoration of the Soane Pavilion in the hospital grounds. The
watching brief revealed remmants of the original early 19th century
pavilion building. nneh aliered in the 20th century,

i INTRODUCTION

1.1 Location and scope of work

LL.T - From October 2004 to January 2005 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out an
archaeoiogical watching brief at Soane Pavilion, Royal Hospital, Chelsea, London
(Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Capita Symonds on behalf on behalf of the
Royal Hospital Chelsea during the restoration of the Scane Pavilion in the hospital

arounds,

1.1.2° The Waiching Brief will be carried out in accordance with English Heritage's

Greater London Archacological Service Guidelines.

1.1.3 OA prepared a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) detailing how it would meet
the requirements of the brief and was based on methodology and proposals contained
in previous WSIs by OA for previous monitoring exercises at the site.

1.2 Geology and topography

1.2.1  The site lies on First River terrace gravel overlying London clay at 5 m above OD.
The site is situated in the park grounds of the Royal Hospital opposite the Chelsea

Barracks.

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1  The archaeological background to the watching brief was prepared from the Watching
Brief Report carried out by Oxford Archaeclogy (OA 2004) during the construction of
new buildings for the Superintendent of Grounds and is reproduced below.

1.3.2 The Royal Hospital is situated in the ancient parish of Chelsea on the edge of the first
gravel terrace of the River Thames. The medieval cenire of the village, clustered
around the church, lies to the west of the hospital and it appears that when originaily
constructed the hospital lay in open flelds running down to the Thames.

1.3.3  No prehistoric or Roman sites have been identified in the immediate vicinity of the
Royal Hospital. However the location of the site on the first gravel terrace
overlooking the river suggests that it would have been an attractive place to settle,
both agriculturally and strategically. The arca has produced chance finds of
prehistoric material including a Bronze Age palstave, a number of Palacolithic and
Mesolithic {lint flakes and a considerable amount of later prehistoric metalwork

© Oxford Archacological Unit Lid. February 2003 [ UAQAUwOREPORTS\Londom\RHCSP.doc
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135 During the medieval period the site of the hospital lav 1 the open fields oi the parish
of Chelsen 10 the sast of the villape which clustered around the church. Hamilon's
1717 map of the parish of Chelsea. (which probably reflects the medicval sertlement
pattern of the parish) coupled with the various documents relating 16 the purchase of
the land for the hospial allows ug 1o reconstruc {airiv exacty the medieval
settlemen pattern. The site of the hospiwl lies within Thameshot. an arable Deid at
the eastern edge of the parish of Chelsea. This field was separated from Eastfield, the
main open f1eld of the medieval parish of Chelsea (now partly occupied by Burnon
Court) by the road from Westminstler 10 Chelsea. This road. known as Paradise Row,
he Roval Fosphal and Jews Row 1o the west of the Hospital appears

1o the east of t
d. Tt ran from

likely 1o have existed as a swraight thoroughfare in the medieval perio
Chelsea 1o Westminster and, as marked on Hamilton's map passe taver the Creek 10
the west via a stone bridge. When the Royal Hospital was built this road was diverted
around Burion Court. The road was only re-routed along its original routeway,
through the grounds of the hospital, along what is now Roval Hospital Road.

following an act of parfiament in 1845,

13.6  The Royal Hospital was built partly on the site of an unsuccessful Theological
College built in the reign of James I with the stated intention of raining Protestant
clergy to refute the doctrines of the Catholic Church. Although this building was
originally planned as having a double quadrangle, the smaller of which was to have
sartly telescoped within the larger, commentalors such as Faulkmer (1829, 221)

been |
le was ever built. The

have argued that only one side of one, the largest, quadrang
college, which appears to have struggled against financial collapse from the first
moment of its foundation, is recorded as ‘dissolved’ in a document of 1655 and
between 1664 and 1666 it is recorded that it was used as a prison for Dutch Prisoners
of War. Dean (1950 31) records that many of these prisoners died during the Great
Plague of 1606 and were buried in the college forecourt.

137 In 1667 the building was transferred to the newly founded Royal Society although it
appears {0 have been of litde use to them. Despite various attexapts to sell the coliege
and its lands the property was to remain in the hands of the Royal Society unti] 1682
when the land was finally soid to the crown as the site of the Royal Hospital.

1.3.8 In this year Christopher Wren was commissioned to design and build the new

Hospital. The original plan was for buildings around a single courtyard (Figure
Court); the side courtyards (Light Horse Court and Coilege Court) were additions of
1686, In 1689, 476 old pensioners were admitted although the building was not
finished until 1680, With a few minor changes the main buildings that we sce today

are essentially those of the 1690%s.
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1.5, The proposed site lies 1o the south of the main hospital complex within the area
originally faid out by Wren as an arca of formal gardens, These comprised an
elaborate mixture of canals, boulevards and gardens, which are clearly marked on
Sturts 1692 plan of the Roval Hospital. Along the south front of the college Wren
laid out a wide terrace and to the south of this the ground fell away to an area of trees
and lawns. These gardens were bisected by a raised causeway that ran down io a
walter gate on the river, flanked by two summerhouses. The causeway was flanked on
either side by two 401t (¢. 12 m) wide canals, which ran to the boticm of the south
Terrace before branching off to run north-east and south-west along its base. On
either side of the two major canals Wren laid out plantations of fruit and flowering

irees {Ascoli 1974, 100-1).

1.3.10 This arrangement survived fairly unscathed for the next 150 vears although a gradual
diminution is apparent on the various historic maps consulied. The most notable
change is the disappearance of the orchards, which is apparent on maps from the mid
18" century onwards. Maps of this date, and later, show that the canals survive
throughout the 18" and into the 19" century but that as eatly as 1717 the orchards
had disappeared to be replaced by a Kitchen Garden te the south-west and by a arca
of meadow, deseribéd as the Governors Garden Meadow, to the north-east.

1.3.11 The most drastic change came in the 1850s when the construction of the Chelsea
Bridge Road and the building of the Embankment carved off the southern edge of the
gardens. This led to not only the loss of the Water Gate and the southern edge of
Wren’s Gardens but also to the infilling of the canals. Later 19"-century and early
20"-century maps show something very close to the modermn layout of the gardens
with a gravelled pathway foliowing the line of the raised causeway and lawns laid
out on the site of the canals and gardens and orchards that flanked them. These fields
are now in use as playing fields and will form the site of the new permanent

Marquee.

1.3.12 A waitching brief carried out in 2003 by Oxford Archaeology during the construction
of a new building for the Superintendent of Grounds reveaied no archaeological
features or deposits pre-dating the 19th century, suggesting the site remained
undeveloped during the construction of the Royal Society College and later Royal
Hospital. Activity pre-dating the 19th century was represented only by a thick layer
of cultivated soil, which had been disturbed by later activity. A large quarry pit was
observed in the south-west comer of the site was possibly excavated to provide
material for the construction of the Chelsea Bridge Road and was subsequently used
as a rubbish pit. From the mid 19th century, a series of greenhouses, cutbuiidings and
related features for the care and maintenance of the hospital grounds were

constructed at the site.

1.3.13 The pavilion was built in 1834 for the pensioners {o shelter in while attending their
allotments in the now Ranelagh Gardens. Sir John Scane built the pavilion during his
period as Clerk of Works from 1807 to 1837. The pavilion appearance was altered in
the 20th century with structural rebuilding of the walls and a slate roof replacing the
carlier thatch (DIA Lid 2002) (Figure 2).

@ Oxford Archaeological Unit Lid, February 2005 3 UNOAEREPORTS\ ondon\RFICSP. doc
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1.1

PROGIEST AIMS aND MUTHODOLOGY

Adrs

T jdentify and record presenee/absenee. extent. condition. qualny and dawe of

1 development.

archagological remams n the areas affected by il

To muake availabie the results of the archaeological ivestigation.

Methodology

The restoration of the Seane Pavilion (Fig. 2] consisied of the breaking up and lifung

£ he brick pillars and rebuilding with new

o

of the concrewe floor. The dismantling of

and retained bricks. A new 0.5 m % 0.5 m X 0.5 1 concrele Joundation pad was casie

- ac it had started o subside due o the 20th

axcmvaled at

10 support the south-cast comey pilia
sentury drain being built against the foundations. Two soakaways were

(he north-cast and south-west end of the building with drains running from the

pavilion corners. These warks were carried out under archaeological supervision.

All archacological features were planned at a scale of 1:50 and where excavaled thelr

sections drawn al scales of 1:20. All excavated features were photographed usmg

colour slide and black and white primt film. A general photographic record of the

work was made. Recording Tollowed procedures dewiled in the QAL Field Mamual

(OAU 1992).

RESULTS

Description of deposits

Pavilion Building (Figures 3 and 4)

Afier the concrete floor had been removed the foundations of the building were
exposed. The foundations of the walls (2, 5, 6 and 7) measured .45 m wide and
internal walls (1 and 3) measuring 0.3 m in wide and were all 0.24 m high. They
were constructed (hree courses high of bricks 0.24 m X 0.11 m x 0.08 m with a light

yellowish mortar bond. These were all trench built in a foundation trench (13), which
0.25 m in depth. i cut

had vertical sides and flat base, measuring 0.42 m wide and
into a ground make up layer (14) of light reddish brown siity sand with brick, mortar
and chalk inclusions. The back north-west wall foundation (2) had the remains of a
0.24 m wide x 0.01 m thick strip of bedding mortar for the removed north-west back
wall. The walis (5, 6 and 7) supported a 0.08 m Yorkstone plinth on a 0.025 m thick
ar bed. The plinth supported the six wooden columns and formed
the edging for the open front and the two end porches. The two porch arcas at the
north-east and south-west ends covered an area 5 m X 1.65 m. Contained within these

p (8) of light reddish brown sand with brick and mortar

areas was the floor make w
inclusions. This was for the earlier floor of the pavilion, which had been removed

and replaced with the concrete floor. During the 20th century alterations to the
f the north-west back wall and side wails (1 and 3). Four
These were

light brown mort

pavilion with the removal o
stubb walls (10) were construcied 1n the four internal corners..
constructed in 0.9 m x 0.5 m rectangular foundation trenches (9) with vertical sides.

Us0ALSBREPOR TS\ Londai RHCSP.doc
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The base was not exposed and irench buill in these were stubb walls (10} of brick and
ement bonding. These were of the same consiruction as pillars 3, 7, 10 and 13 (see
Fig. 3). Filiing the void between the cut 9 and walls (10) was a loose very dark
brown silty sand (11), which was sealed below the concrete floor.

Soakaway Pits and drainage (Fioures 3 and )

3.1.2 Two new scakaway pits were situated at the north-cast to south-west ends of the
pavilion with two drains from the each corner running into them. The soakaway pits
were I mx I mx ! mwith a 0.15 m wide and 0.20 - 0.30 m trench running into the
pit. The soakaway at the south-west end cut into a demolition spread of light grey
mortar with brick fragments (21), which had been overlain by a reddish brown silty
sand (20) make up landscaping the gardens. This was sealed below a orange brown
silty sand loam (19) make up layer, which was sealed by a 0.35 m thick dark arey
brown silty sand (18) well cultivated garden topsoil. The two drain trenches to the
soakaway cut through the 0.08 m tarmac path around the pavilion and through topsoil

(18) into layer (19).

>

The secand soakaway at the north-east end of the pavilion cut into a mid brown silty
sand loam (14) ground making up landscaping to the gardens. This had been cut by
20th century waler pipes for the garden. Sealing this was a 0.35 m thick dark arey
brown silty sand {18) well cultivated garden topsoil. The two drain trenches to the
soakawey cut through the 0.08 m tarmac path around the pavilion and through topsoil
(18). In the south-east corner the new drain trench cut a soakaway (13) from the 20th
century alterations to the pavilion. This was sub-rectangular in shape with steep
sloping sides rounding to a flat base. It measured 0.8 m x 0.75 m x 0.6 m and was
filled by & loose brick and concrete rubble (16 fill with a 0.1 m thick concrete slab

with a cast iron grill set into it.

3.1

T3

3.2  Finds

3.2.1  No finds were recovered from the site during the course of the watching brief.

3.3 Palaeo-environmental remains

3.3.1  No deposits suitable for environmental sampling were identified during the watching
brief.

4 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1.1  The watching brief recorded the remains of the original pavilion built by Soane. The
remains of the original north-west back wall were exposed in the form of a 0.24 m
wide bed of mortar along the foundation wall. Also two small brick foundation
between pillars 13 & 14 and 5 & 6. The narrow foundations suggest the walls to have
been low walls or had large windows opening out on to the covered porches at each
end of the pavilion. The south wall {7) and porch walls (3 and 6) had been capped at
floor level with York stone slabs on which the wooden pillars (2, 3, 9, 12, 16 and 17)
had been set. This suggests that the pavilion was an enclosed space with a high back
wall and two sidewalls and an open front and covered sides. The 20th century
alterations removed the back wall and replaced it with brick pillars 7 and 10 and

© Oxford Archacological Unit Ltd. February 2005 5 UAOAUWOREPORTS\Londom\ RHCSP doc
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1 ARCHAEQLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY

Context I Type , Depth i Fidti ! Length ! Conunents
! f Wall i (.24 m 1L.80m Nortl-gast foundation wall Ij
2 ‘ Wali ; 038 m 6.90m | North-west foundation wall

3 Wall (.24 m L& m | South-west foundation wall

4 Wail 0.24 m 6.90 m Mortar base of old north-west wall
5 Wall 035m | 6dom | North-eastPorch

6 Wall 0.35m 6.40m South-west Porch

7 Wall 035m 85.60m South-gast wall

8 Layer Floor base make up

9 Cut 040m | 0.70m | Foundation wench

10 Wall 0.24m 0.64m | 20th century stubb walls

11 Fill Back fil

12 Structure Soane pavilion

13 Cut 025m | 042m Foundation trench

i4 Laver 0.60 m Make up layer in garden

15 Cut 0.60m | 0.75m .80 m 20th century soakaway

16 Fill Fill of soakaway

17 Layer 0.10m Tarmac surface of pathway

18 Layer 0.40 m Cultivated topsoil

19 Layer 0.30m Make up layer in garden

20 Layer 040 m Make up layer in garden

21 Layer 0.16m Make vp laver in garden

APPENDIX2  BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCES

DIA Ltd 2002 Royal Hospital, Chelsea, The Soane Pavilion Conditicn Survey Report by
Donald Insall Associates Ltd

0OA 2004 Royal Hospital, Chelsea, Replacement of the Superintendent of Soane Pavilion.

Written Scheme of Investigation

APPENDIX 3 SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS
Site name: Soane Pavilion, Royal Hospital, Chelsea, London

Site code: RHCSP 04
Grid reference: NGR TQ 2830 7800
Type of watching brief: Archacological recording of Soane pavilion during restoration

works.
Date and duration of project: Pour site visits from the 9/11/2004 to ch 10/1/2005.

Arcaofsite: 12mx6m

© Oxford Archacological Unit Lid. February 2005 7 UACAUWDREPORTS\Lond oA RECSP doe
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Figure 1: Site location



20m
OSPIT/
nsioners)

Site location
P

7
s

$0°S0°Z | sl Jendsoy ©2S[IYD) [BAOY ‘UO[[IAR] FUBOS  AMISIHY «F0dSIHD - ZON ™ [Sqndneo/:g| 1oa1sg

200m

Figure 2: Site location

1:5000



Server 10:/oaupubsi_RtoZ*RHCSPOS*RHCSPWB*Soane Pavillon, Royal Hopsital, Chelsea*jm*10.02.05

Drain

Soakaway

“—

10 Section 2

1J @ 6

6 East Porch 6

i ;

B

7 0o

0 i

« :
o

1;{)‘! 11 12

i ;

s& 9

13 R 014

11
5 West porch >
s HR(IE e [ e

Key

(o)
\9«' Wooden Columns

f 8 i Brick Pillar

Drain

Section 1

Soakaway

Figure 3: Site plan showing soakaways, building foundations, features and sections

1.75



Server 10:/oaupubs]_RtoZ*RHCSP0OS*RHCSPWB*Soane Pavillon, Royal Hopsital, Chelsea*jm*10.02.05

3

Key
I Brick

Section 1
Sw
; NE  Ground level
7< <

18

19

20
X

Section 2

NE sSw Ground level

< 7<
18
Z Drain pipe
— Modern service trench
14
Section 3
NW SE NE
Ground level
% s

i
!
! 13
! 14 !
] 1
! !

Figure 4: Sections



O * Ry

IF4

ALY

Q\STE@

O*‘/o .a?

.’ Oxford Archaeology
Janus House
Osney Mead
Oxford OX2 OES

t: (0044) 01865 263800
f: (0044) 01865 793496
e info@oxfordarch.co.uk
wiwww.oxfordarch.co.uk

.’ Oxford Archaeology North

Storey Institute
Meeting House Lane
Lancaster LA1 1TF

t:(0044) 01524 541000

f: (0044) 01524 848606

e: lancinfo@oxfordarch.co.uk
wiwww.oxfordarch.co.uk

Director: David Jennings, BA MIFA FSA

Oxford Archaeological Unitis a
Private Limited Company, N©: 1618597
and a Registered Charity, N©: 285627

Registered Office:
Oxford Archaeological Unit
Janus House, Osney Mead, Oxford OX2 0ES



