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LANCASTER UNIVERSITY ARCHAEOLOGICAL UNIT: SMR CATALOGUE
Hesk Fell Archaeological Survey

SITE NAME = HESK FELL

LOCAL AUTHORITY = COPELAND  PARISH = ULPHA l'll, Yo-72
NGR = SD 18559387 HEIGHT OD = 275-300m

1:10000 PLAN = SD 19 SE

DESCRIPTION =

1 - CAIRN - SD 1851093850
Poor condition - Very ill defined grassy mound with few small stones protruding.

Diam. 2.85m height 0.1m (84/1831)

2 - CAIRN - SD 1852293850
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with few medium stones protruding.
Diam. 3.3m height 0.2m (84/1830)

3 - CAIRN - SD 1853393869
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with very few small stones protruding. Aligned WNW-ESE.
Length 3.9m width 2.7m height 0.1m (84/1834)

4 - CAIRN - SD 1854393884
Poor condition - Itl defined grassy mound with small and medium stones protruding from turf, some medium

stones loose in centre on top of large boulder.
Diam. 4.05m height 0.1m (84/1832)

5 - CAIRN - SD 1853493885
Poor condition - 1Ll defined grassy mound with small stones protruding.
Diam. 3.15m height 0.1m (84/1835)

6 - CAIRN - SD 1856893850
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with scatter of loose medium stones on top. Aligned NW-SE.

Length 5.2m width 2.4m height 0.5m (84/1829)

7 - CAIRN - SD 1857093870

Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with small and medium stones protruding from turf. 2 large
boulders at NE end. Aligned NE-SW.

Length 4.3m width 3.3m height 0.15m (84/1827)

8 - CAIRN - SD 1858793897
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with few medium stones protruding.

Diam. 4.6m height 0.05m (84/1828)

9 - CAIRN - SD 1851293922
Poor condition - IlLl defined grassy mound with very few small stones protruding.

Diam. 3.35m height 0.1m (84/1836)

10 - CAIRN - SD 1851693932
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with few small stones protruding.

Diam. 3.3m height 0.2m (84/1825)

11 - CAIRN - SD 1854293944
Poor condition - 1Ll defined grassy mound with few small and medium stones protruding from turf.

Diam. 4.55m height 0.2m (84/1826)

12 - CAIRN - SD 18613993928
Fair condition - Scatter of loose small and medium stones, some protruding from turf.

Diam. 4.2m height 0.1m (84/1833)
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70 - CAIRN - SD 1850493928

A slightly irregular, but moderately defined, slightly prominent mound; it includes a coarse, possibly
in-situ natural element.

Diam. c.4.0m

71 - CAIRN - SD 1850893939
A small, elongated, fairly irregular mound with medium and large stones protruding.

Length 3m width 1.5m

72 - CAIRN - SD 1852893933
A slightly irregular shaped, but moderately defined mound.

Diam. 3.0m

PRN 9485
This is a group of moderately sized cairns scattered across an area of gentle sloped, moderately drained

moorland. The main enclosure (HE 46) is on the opposite side of a gentle sided natural valley/dip and the
marked gap between this cairn group and that of PRN 9486 (sub-group A) corresponds with the bottom of
valley bottom. It would appear that the paucity of cairns in this area reflects the less well-drained
ground.

A track runs through the middle of the group across the slope; it is not shown on the archive plan and is
not related to the cairns.

The cairns are generally variable in form and size; they have rounded profiles and are moderately defined.
The cairns have substantial turf cover but often include large rocks protruding from the turf, which may be
in-situ natural elements. There are sporadic natural boulders/outcrop spread across the hillside and it is
possible that stone clearance was superimposed on natural to maximise the available land. The cairns shown
on the base map are definite, however there are also some more questionable mounds in association which
have not been depicted on the archive map. There is also another cairnfield c.250m to the east of this
group which has also not been shown on the archive map.

TYPE/PERIOD-GEN/PERIOD-SPEC/FORM = Cairnfield/Unknown//

CLAU SURVEY NO. = 1-12, 70-72

ARCH HISTORY = Full survey/Lancaster University Archaeological Unit/1984
VISITS = Quartermaine, J. LUAU/4-1984;Quartermaine, J. LUAU/9-1992

SITE NAME = Hesk Fell

LOCAL AUTHORITY = COPELAND PARISH = ULPHA

(-6 73-F¥
NGR = SD 18459410 HEIGHT OD = 270m-305m
DESCRIPTION =

13 - CAIRN - SD 1853293995
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with few medium stones protruding.

Diam. 3.9m height 0.15m (84/1824)

14 - CAIRN - SD 1854294003
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with few small and medium stones protruding from turf.

Diam. 4.15m (84/1823)

15 - RING FEATURE - SD 1854494034
Fair condition - Fairly well defined grassy mound with some small and medium stones protruding from turf.

On top loose small and medium stones, disturbed at centre leaving depression 2.5 dia. Ring cairn or round

cairn disturbed.
Diam. 6.6m height 0.6m (84/1822)

16a - CAIRN - SD 1854594045
Poor condition - Grassy mound with medium and Large stones protruding. Aligned ESE-WNW.

Length 5.2m width 3.6m height 0.4m (84/1820)

16b - CAIRN - SD 1855494046



Poor condition - Il defined grassy mound with medium stones protruding. Also large boulder protruding from

turf at NE corner.
Diam. 3.7m height 0.2m (84/1821)

17 - CAIRN - SD 1851894023
Poor condition - 1Ll defined grassy mound with small and medium stones protruding from turf.

Diam. 4.9m height 0.4m (84/1816)

18 - CAIRN - SD 1849194012
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with few small and medium stones protruding from turf. Aligned

NE-SW.
Length 5.7m width 2.5m height 0.15m (84/1815)

19 - CAIRN - SD 1848594024
Poor condition - ILl defined grassy mound with few small stones protruding.

Diam. 3.15m height 0.1m (84/1814)

20 - CAIRN - SD 1849194032
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with few medium stones protruding.

Diam. 2.8m height 0.05m (84/1813)

21 - CAIRN - SD 1848694037
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with few small stones protruding.
Diam. 2.5m height 0.2m (84/1812)

22 - CAIRN - SD 1850694036
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with few small stones protruding.

Diam. 3.25m height 0.1m (84/1817)

23 - CAIRN - SD 1850794048
Poor condition - Very ill defined grassy mound, no stones protruding.

Diam. 4.8m height 0.2m (84/1818)

24 - CAIRN - SD 1852094050
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with one small stone protruding.

Diam. 3.4m height 0.2m (84/1819)

25 - CAIRN - SD 1849494055
Poor condition - Poorly defined grassy mound with medium stones protruding.

Diam. 2.3m height 0.1m (84/1797)

26 - CAIRN - SD 1848894063
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with small and medium stones protruding from turf.

Diam. 4.15m height 0.1m (84/1796)

27 - CAIRN - SD 1847594059
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with few medium stones protruding.

Diam. 3.65m height 0.1m (84/1795)

28 - CAIRN - SD 1847294049
Poor condition - Very ill defined grassy mound with one medium/large stones protruding on E side.

Diam. 1.85m height 0.15m (84/1794)

29 - CAIRN - SD 1846694042
Poor condition - 1Ll defined grassy mound with medium stones protruding.

Diam. 3.7m height 0.2m (84/1793)

30 - CAIRN - SD 1846094050
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with few small and medium stones protruding from turf.



Diam. 3.45m height 0.15m (84/1791)

31 - CAIRN - SD 1844494055
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with very few small stones protruding.

Diam. 2.25m height 0.05m (84/1792)

32 - CAIRN - SD 1843594054
Poor condition - 1Ll defined grassy mound with few small stones protruding.
Diam. 3.5m height 0.1m (84/1782)

33 - CAIRN - SD 1841794060
Poor condition - IlLl defined grassy mound with few small stones protruding.
Diam. 4.6m height 0.1m (84/1781)

34a - BANK ? - SD 1846094022

poor condition - 1il defined grassy mound with few medium stones protruding. See plan.
Length 15m width 4.1m height 0.25m (84/1789)

34b - CAIRN - SD 1845894036

Poor condition - Very ill defined grassy mound with few small stones protruding.

Diam. 2.95m height 0.1m (84/1790)

35 - CAIRN - SD 1844594021
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with few medium stones protruding. Aligned E-W.

Length 6m width 3.4m height 0.1m (84/1788)

36 - CAIRN - SD 1844894012
Poor condition - Very ill defined grassy mound with few small stones protruding.

Diam. 3.65m height 0.2m (84/1787)

37 - CAIRN - SD 1844694003
Poor condition - 1Ll defined grassy mound with small and medium stones protruding from turf.

Length 5.5m width 4.3m height 0.1m (84/1786)

38 - CAIRN - SD 1842894009
Poor condition - 1Ll defined grassy mound with small and medium stones protruding from turf.

Diam. 4.35m height 0.1m (84/1785)

39 - CAIRN - SD 1842594020
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with few small stones protruding.

Diam. 3m height 0.1m (84/1840)

40 - CAIRN - SD 1841394027
Poor condition - IllL defined grassy mound with small and medium stones protruding.

Length 5.8m width 4.4m height 0.1m (84/1783)

41 - CAIRN - SD 1841694011
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with some stones protruding.
Diam. 2.9m height 0.15m (84/1784)

42 - CAIRN - SD 1841194002
Poor condition - ILl defined grassy mound with few small stones protruding.

Diam. 3.1m height 0.2m (84/1837)

43a - CAIRN - SD 1838494019

Poor condition - ILL defined grassy mound with a few small stones protruding.

Diam. 2.7m height 0.2m (84/1779)

43b - CAIRN - SD 1839594020

poor condition - Mound of small and medium stones with some protruding from turf, possibly modern.
Diam. 1.85m height 0.3m (84/1780)




44 - WALL - SD 1833294010 - 1840694091
Poor condition - Very ill defined long grassy mound, possibly a wall. See plan.
Length ¢.113m width 2.4m height 0.2m (84/1777)

45 - WALL - SD 1832294095

Poor condition - Ill defined scatter of small and medium stones protruding from turf, probable continuation
of 1762. See plan.

Length c¢.23m width 1.2m height 0.15m (84/1772)

46b - ENCLOSURE - SD 18419410
Moderate condition - Quite well defined scatter of small and medium stones, probably defining an enclosure.

Length 16m width 15m
Wall thickness 1.6m height 0.2m (84/1762)

46c - HUT - SD 1841794095
Good condition - Within D shaped enclosure, walls of loose stone, standing to 1m in height in places.

Entrance at SE corner, 0.9m wide. See plan.
Length 9.5m width 5.5m (84/1798)

46d - HUT - SD 1847994180
Good condition - Possible dwelling enclosure inside larger D shaped enclosure, walls up to 0.6m high, no

true entrance visible. Average width of walls 1.8m. See plan.
Length ¢.9.5m width c.8m height 0.6m (84/1801)

46e - Enclosure - SD 18479412
Good condition - 'D' shaped enclosure, walls of loose and grass covered stone up to 0.3m in height. There

is a well-defined entrance in the SW corner.
Length 116m width 87m (84/1799)

47 - Wall - SD 1849094082

Fair condition - Row of medium and large boulders, running E-W, with corner at E end to a shorter section
running N-S. Up to 0.5m in height. See plan.

Length ¢.10m width 1.3m (84/1800)

48 - Wall - SD 1851194233 - 1855794300

Poor condition - A discontinuous and irregular, ill-defined bank. However some sections are moderately
well-defined. It has a few small to medium stones protruding from turf cover. It is orientated with the top
bank of the D shaped enclosure and is presumably a continuation.

Length ¢.83m width c.2m (84/1805)

49 - CAIRN - SD 1851294221
Fair condition - Quite well defined grassy mound with a few small stones protruding around edges. Aligned

NE-SW.
Length 7.7m width 4.2m height 0.1m (84/1804)

50 - CAIRN - SD 1833694044
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with a few small stones protruding.

Diam. 3.35m height 0.2m (84/1776)

51 - CAIRN - SD 1833394055
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with a few small stones just protruding from turf.

Length 6.2m width 3.6m height 0.25m (84/1775)
52 - CAIRN - SD 1834494055
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with no stones protruding.

Diam. 2.95m height 0.2m (84/1774)

53 - CAIRN - SD 1836994080



Poor condition - ILl defined small grassy mound with a few small and medium stones protruding from turf.
Diam. 2.45m height 0.2m (84/1773)

54 - CAIRN - SD 1837094135
Poor condition - ILl defined low grassy mound with small, medium and large stones, protruding from turf.

Length 5.9m width 4.4m height 0.15m (84/1770)

55 - CAIRN - SD 1839694136
Poor condition - 1Ll defined grassy mound with small and medium stones protruding from turf.

Diam. 4.3m height 0.2m (84/1771)

56 - CAIRN - SD 1840494155
Poor condition - Grassy mound with small and medium stones protruding from turf.

Diam. 4.7m height 0.3m (84/1763)

57 - CAIRN ~ SD 1840894184
Poor condition - 1Ll defined grassy mound with small and medium stones protruding from turf.

Diam. 3.8m height 0.25m (84/1764)

58 - CAIRN - SD 1841094194
Poor condition - Quite well defined mound with small and medium stones, loose and protruding from turf.

Depression near centre.
Length 6.6m width 3.3m height 0.2m (84/1765)

59 - CAIRN - sD 1843094216

Poor condition - Quite well defined long mound With a number of small and medium stones loose and protruding
from turf. Aligned ESE-WNW.

Length 16.4m width 3.7m height 0.3m (84/1809)

60a - CAIRN - SD 1844994216
Poor condition - IlLl defined grassy mound with a few small and medium stones protruding from turf.

Diam. 3m height 0.2m (84/1811)

60b - CAIRN - SD 1844494215
Poor condition - Ill defined scatter of small and medium stones protruding from turf.

Diam. 3.9m height 0.2m (84/1810)

61 - CAIRN - SD 1834994168

Poor condition - ILl defined grassy mound with small and medium stones protruding from turf, possibly a
round cairn disturbed.

Length 6.6m width 4.9m height 0.25m (84/1769)

62 - CAIRN - SD 1836094172
Poor condition - Ill defined grassy mound with small and medium stones protruding from soil.

Diam. 4.5m height 0.25m (84/1768)

63 - CAIRN - SD 1837294186
Poor condition - Grassy mound with small and medium stones, loose and protruding from turf, depression near

centre.
Diam. 6.55m height 0.2m (84/1767)

64 - CAIRN - SD 1837494205
Poor condition - Quite well defined scatter of small and medium stones protruding from turf, on slope.

Diam. 4.1m height 0.15m (84/1766)

65 - CAIRN - SD 1845694286

Poor condition - Very ill defined scatter of small and medium stones, a few loose, but mostly protruding
from turf. Aligned ENE-WSW.

Length 4.9m width 3m height 0.2m (84/1807)



66 - CAIRN - SD 1845394318

Poor condition - Very ill defined grassy mound with small and medium stones protruding from turf. Possibly
disturbed at W edge.

Diam. 3.5m height 0.2m (84/1808)

67 - CAIRN - SD 1838194040
Fair condition - Mound of loose small and medium stones with some protruding from turf, possibly modern.

Diam. 2.15m height 0.5m (84/1778)

68 - CAIRN - SD 1854494151
Poor condition - Very ill defined low grassy mound with a few small and medium stones protruding from turf.

Diam. 4.15m height 0.15m (84/1802)

69 - CAIRN - SD 1855094162
Poor condition - Extremely ill defined low grassy mound with a few small and medium stones protruding.

Diam. 3.6m height 0.1m (84/1803)

73 - CAIRN - SD 1846393982
A slightly irregular, moderately prominent mound.
Diam. 3.0m

74 - CAIRN - SD 1852893981

A 'banana' shaped cairn, with an area of mire contained by it to the east. It is fairly prominent, but
slightly irregular in form.

Length c.4.m width 1.3m

75 - CAIRNS - SD 1839494189 & 1840094189

A pair of similar small, slightly irregular turf covered mounds. They have medium to large stones
protruding.

Diam. 2.5m

Diam. 2.0m

76 - CAIRN - SD 1840894203
A slightly irregular, moderately prominent mound with medium to large stones protruding from turf.

Length 5.0m Width 4.0m

77 - CAIRN - SD 1840794219
A moderately defined, slightly prominent mound.
tength 4.0m Width 3.5m

78 - CAIRN - SD 1841694228

A small, ill-defined mound with Large and medium stones protruding from turf. It is spatially associated
with natural crag and brash outcropping and may include an in-situ natural element.

Diam. 2.0m

Sub-group A \m\)

Component sites: 13-33 & 74

A group of cairns on gentle sloped, moderately drained ground to the south of Enclosure 46(E). There are
however localised patches of poorly drained ground between the cairns.

The cairns are fairly prominent, well-defined with rounded profiles. However this cairn group is distinct
from that of sub-group B, because these cairns are smaller, less prominent and there is a marked gap
separating the two groups. It is possible that the two groups were a product of different episodes of
stone clearance.

The cairns extend close to the southern boundary of the large enclosure (HE 46e) but do not appear to
extend across, which would suggest that either the distribution of the cairns respects the enclosure or the
cairns within the enclosure were robbed in order to create the enclosure wall.

Cairn HE 15 is extremely large and very prominent; it has a hollowed out centre which is irregular in shape
and is probably disturbance attributable to antiquarian activity. It is presently much larger than the



surrounding cairns which may be an indication of a funerary function, however, this may in part be
attributable to the redistribution of spoil around the main body of the cairn.

Sub-group B

Component sites: 34-43, 67 & 73 The cairns of this sub-group are markedly larger and more prominent than
those of the previous sub-group (A); the two groups are also separated by a marked gap and there is a
possibility that they were a product of different episodes of clearance activity.

The cairns have rounded prominent profiles. They include large stone material, some of this may be in-situ
natural which would suggest that clearance stone was deposited on natural to maximise the available land.
The curved section of bank HE 34 defines the eastern edge of a small area of mire. There is evidence of
peat cutting around the edge of the more and it is possible that the mire is in part attributable to this
activity.

There are no significant alignments or indications of a former field boundary.

Sub-group C

Component sites: 44-48

This comprises the main 'D' shaped enclosure (46e) and the associated smaller enclosures and walls.
Extending from the upper line of the main enclosure (4ée) is a long, fairly continuous, prominent turf
covered bank with a rounded profile. It has only a few stones protruding, but on the evidence of the
uniformity, the continuity and its association with the walls of the main enclosure it is probable that
this is a decayed wall. There is a slight ditch on its north-western side. There is a gap between its
north-eastern terminal and the corner of the large enclosure (46e) which may be an entrance into the
smaller enclosure 46a.

46a - Enclosure:
This is defined by a fairly continuous turfed bank; in the north-eastern part there is an exposed section

of dry-stone walling; revetted edges and internal packing, however for the most part turf obscures the
stone. There 1is a gap between it and 'wall' 44, which was probably an entrance, but as a result there is
no demonstrable relationship between the walls. Turf obscures the join between enclosures 46a and 46b. The
linear divide between the two enclosures is very ill-defined, there is no obvious bank but there is an
alignment of protruding stones.

The internal area is not internally terraced, it follows the general slope of the moorland; however there
is a slight hollow near the north-eastern corner of the enclosure. It is consistent With a stock control

function.

46b - Enclosure:
This is a smaller but essentially similar enclosure to 46a and has a single entrance on its north-eastern

side. Again it comprises dry-stone structure, but also includes in-situ natural; the case in point being a
prominent outcrop at the terminal on the northern side of the entrance. Again there is no evidence of

internal terracing.

46¢c - Hut:
A very well-defined, semi-rectilinear shaped hut; it does, however, have an apsidal north-eastern end. It

is set into the corner of the 'D' shaped enclosure and there is a hut wall running parallel/against the
north-western boundary of the enclosure 46e. However, the south-western side of the hut is a single
thickness wall where the hut has butted onto the enclosure wall; the hut evidently post-dated the
enclosure. There is a considerabte amount of collapse around the structure, however there is not a
significantly greater quantity by comparison with the 46e enclosure walls and the walls of the hut may not
have extended to a full roof height.

There appears to be an entrance extending into the 46e enclosure, but no evidence of one leading outside;
this is in marked contrast to hut 46d, where the only entrance lLeads away from the main enclosure.

There is clear evidence of internal terracing within the hut; the internal ground level adjacent to the

corner is markedly lower than that outside.

46d - Hut
This is set into the corner of the main enclosure (46e); it has prominent dry-stone walls and there is an

abundance of associated coilapse. There is more collapse than associated with the perimeter wall of the
main enclosure but not significantly so and therefore there is a possibility that the walls did not extend
to a full roof height. There is a possible entrance on the on the north-eastern side of the hut which
extends outside the main enclosure rather than in; this is in notable contrast to hut 46c where the



entrance leads into the main enclosure. There appears to be a butt join between the hut wall and that of

the main enclosure.
There is evidence of internal terracing within the hut, but it is not as clear as that for hut 46c¢.

46e - Enclosure:

The external boundary of the enclosure is a prominent, uniform, continuous dry-stone wall. The construction
comprises external revetting with small stone packing and the walls survive up to three courses in places.
The entrances through the wall survive well, little collapse obscures the gap and there are substantial
blocks of masonry on either side. They are however fairly narrow and are more appropriate for humans than
stock.

The surface within the enclosure is moderately sloping, well-drained ground. It does not appear to have
been improved; there are natural outcrops scattered around the area and there is no residual evidence of
any cultivation activities. There is one possible cairn near the central part of the enclosure (not shown
on plan), but otherwise none. There is no evidence that the adjacent cairnfield ever extended across the
boundary of the present enclosure, which may be an indication that the cairns are contemporary with the
enclosure, or that the internal cairns were comprehensively robbed for the perimeter wall. In which case
it is odd that the cairns on the outside of the wall were not also robbed.

Within the enclosure is a small 'L' shaped wall (47) which comprises only a line of very large boulders.
There is no evidence of internal terracing.

The function is consistent with controlling stock, hence the unimproved internal ground and continuous,

prominent external walls.

Sub-group D

Component sites: 49-66 & 75-78

This is a small group of cairns to the north-west of the main enclosure (46) and it is edged by a steep,
craggy scarp slope immediately to the north-west of the group. The cairns are on a gentle sloped,
moderately drained ground; however there are localised areas of poor drainage in between the cairns. The
cairns are generally fairly prominent, well-defined with rounded pﬁofiles, however there is an association

with natural outcropping in this

PRN 9486
The topography of the whole area is a gentle sloped bowl, which has in the bottom areas of mire and two

streams extending out eastwards. The enclosure and cairns are spread across the higher, better drained

ground around the boul.
The cairns are scattered around the enclosure but significantly are not to be found within (apart from one

questionable cairn). There is a possibility that this respects the enclosure and hence cairns and enclosure

are contemporary.

TYPE/PERIOD-GEN/PERIOD-SPEC/FORM = Cairnfield/Unknown//;Enclosure///;Hut circles///

CLAU SURVEY NO. = 13-69 & 73-78
ARCH HISTORY = Full survey/Lancaster University Archaeological Unit/1984
VISITS = Quartermaine, J. LUAU/4-1984; Quartermaine, J. LUAU/9-1992

1:10000 PLAN = SD 19 SE
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