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Oxford Archacology Reading GreenPark Village - Geotechnical investigation monitoring
Archaeological Watching Brief Report

SUMMARY

In June 2007, Oxford Archaeology undertook a watching brief during the
excavation of 12 geotechnical test pits in advance of Phase HI
Construction at GreenPark Village, Reading. The area covered by the test
pits is the ‘Clembins Site’ and was defined by Kirton's Farm Road to the
south; the Reading and Basingstoke railway line to the west; a former
gravel quarry pit (now a lake) to the east; and a field boundary to the
north.

The deposits encountered within the test pits indicated that across the area
natural gravels had been significantly truncated.. Some truncation is
clearly due to modern activity (borrow pits for the construction of the
railway, and impacts related to the Clembins remediation site). Some
evidence of truncation was undated and may represent archaeological
Sfeature fills.
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X:\Reading Green Park Phase 3 field\Watching Brief\Report\Geotechnical Test Pits.doc



Oxford Archaeology Reading GreenPark Village - Geotechnical investigation moaitoring
Archaeological Watching Brief Report

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1  Location and scope of work

1.1.1 In June 2007 OA carried out a watching brief at Reading GreenPark Village -
Clembins Site, Berkshire. The Watching Brief was commissioned by Tom Hassall on
behalf of St Edwards Homes. A planning application is currently under submission
for development of the site as part of the GreenPark Village. St Edwards Homes has
commissioned Oxford Archaeology (OA), to undertake an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA - OA 2007) to assess the cultural heritage implications of the
proposed GreenPark Village (also known as Green Park Phase 3) development. This
has been completed.

1.1.2  The archaeological Watching Brief on geotechnical test pit investigations has been
carried out as ‘best practice’ in order to continue to obtain information on the
potential for archaeological remains where the investigations of other disciplines
related to the development proposal offers the opportunity.

1.2 Geology and topography

1.2.1 The investigation site area is located within the ancient parish of Shinfield, c. 2.5 km
south of Reading city centre and c¢. 1 km south of the River Kennet. The site is
bounded by the Basingstoke to Reading railway line on its western side. The road
from Small Mead Farm running east-west to Kirton Farm Cottages forms the southern
boundary, the western part of which also demarcates the parish boundary between
Shinfield and Burghfield. The existing Phase | and 2 Green Park developments
defines the rest of its southem extent. The northern boundary is formed by a hedged
field boundary which tapers to meet the southern boundary to the east. The M4
motorway lies c. 500 m to the south.

1.2.2 The area of proposed development is situated on the southern edge of the River
Kennet floodplain at ¢. 38 m above Ordnance Datum (OD). The Site is flat. The
geology is Valley Gravel (BGS Sheet 268). Extensive OA excavations immediately
east and south east of the site (Moore and Jennings 1992, Brossler et al 2004, Brossler
et al forthcoming) have revealed that the natural gravel is capped in places by
red/brown fine-grained loam (Moore and Jennings 1992, 4). Evaluation just to the
south of the site (OA 2001) has demonstrated some potential for alluvium, in places
capped with redeposited gravels. The gravel is overlain by soils of the Loddon series
that consist of poorly drained gley soils {Jarvis 1968, 67-69). The geology map of the
area (BGS 268) shows a broad east-west band of alluvial deposits associated with the
floodplain of the River Kennet immediately north of the site. The area is prone to
flooding in winter due to active streams in the area (Moore and Jennings 1992, 4-5).

1.2.3  Much of the of the site has been quarried for gravel, represented by a large lake.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. August 2007 3
X:\Reading Green Park Phase 3 field\Watching Brief\Report\Geotechnical Test Pits.doc



Oxford Archaeology Reading GreenPark Village - Geotechnical investigation monitoring
Archaeological Watching Brief Report

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 The archaeological and historical background to the site has been the subject of a
separate detailed desk study, the results of which are presented in OA 2007. This is
not repeated in this report.

2 EVALUATION METHODOLOGY

2.1  Scope of fieldwork

2.1.1  The monitoring consisted of observing and recording twelve geotechnical test pits
across the site. Test pit locations are shown on Fig.1.

2.2 Finds

2.2.1 No finds were recovered during the monitoring. Modern finds were noted as evidence
of the recent date of deposits but were not retained.

3 RESULTS: DESCRIPTIONS

3.1 Description of Deposits

3.1.1 Deposits have been banded into six basic statigraphic units and are presented in table
form related to each test pit and described in detail below.

*  Deposit 1: Possible alluvium - pale brownish grey sandy clay with orange brown
mottling.

e  Deposit 2; Organic deposit underlying Deposit 3 - mid brown silty clay (organic
material throughout).

e Deposit 3: Feature fill?? - predominantly mid-dark grey silty clay with an
average of 10-15% gravel inclusions.

*  Deposit 4: Organic deposit underlying Deposit 5 - mid-dark brown silty clay
(organic material throughout).

¢ Deposit 5: Probable 19th century landfill - similar in composition to Deposit 3
but with occasional brick fragments, timbers and metal objects.

e Deposit 6: 20th century landfill - very mixed, 20th century material throughout.

© Oxford Archacological Unit Ltd. August 2007 4
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Table showing deposits present in Test pits (locations shown on Fig.1)

TEST PIT

Group
Clay

A B [Jc p JE [F Ja1 JrH J1 J3 Tk JL
depth (in metres) below ground level to top of deposit (if present,

Lambeth 3 430+ | 420 430 3.40

4  TEST PIT INTERPRETATION

4.1.1

Test Pits C and G: The nineteenth century gravel terrace truncation and deposition
recorded in Test Pits C and G is likely to be evidence of in-filled borrow pits for the
construction of the Great Western Railway and Kirton Farm Road railway bridge.
The construction of this section of railway dates to sometime between 1835 and 1867
when the 1st edition OS map shows the railway to be constructed and indicates
‘marshland’ in areas adjacent to the railway and bridge embankment. These
correspond to the locations of test pits C and G.

Test Pits I, J and K: These Test Pits evidenced bulk infilling of a modern quarry/lake
Between 1961 and 1976 a large quarry appears in the north-western part of the site
(OA 2007). Comparison of the 1991 Ordnance Survey 1:25,000 Scale Map (Fig.1)
and recent aerial photos (OA 2007, Fig.8) show that in recent years the north-west
comner of this quarry/lake has been filled in. This corresponds to the location of Test
Pits I, J and K.

Test Pits A, B, E, F, H and L: Deposits in these Test Pits represent gravel truncation
and infilling. However the deposits contained no identifiable modern artefacts and
were not visually clearly recent depositions (i.e very mixed or loose). The deposits
are reminiscent of feature (large pit/waterhole) fills recorded in the Bronze Age sites

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. August 2007 5
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to the south and south east (pers comm. R.Brown and Brossler et al 2004/5) and
should be regarded as potentially of archaeological significance.

5  GENERAL INTERPRETATION

5.1.1 The observations have shown that although some significant modern impacts are
likely to have removed the potential for surviving archaeological deposits, these are
not uniform across the area. Localised fill deposits identified during the watching
brief were not dated and are not proven as modern.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. August 2007 6
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APPENDICES
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APPENDIX SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: Reading GreenPark Village - Geotechnical Investigation Monitoring

Site code:REGCBGO07

Grid reference:

Type of evaluation: Watching Brief

Date and duration of project: June 2007 - 3 days

Area of site: N/A

Summary of results: Watching brief during the excavation of 12 geotechnical test pits in
advance construction at GreenPark Village, Reading. The deposits encountered within the test
pits indicated that across the area natural gravels had been significantly truncated. Some
truncation is clearly due to modem activity (borrow pits for the construction of the railway,
and impacts related to the Clembins remediation site). Some evidence of truncation was
undated and may represent archaeological feature fills.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead, Oxford,
0X2 QES, and will be deposited with the Museum of Reading in due course, under an agreed
accession number:
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Plate 1
Test pit E showing undated, possibly archaeological fills
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Plate 2
Test Pit I showing deep modern dumped deposits
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X:\Reading Green Park Phase 3 field\Watching Brief\Report\Geotechnical Test Pits.doc




Fig 1: Test Plt— Location Plan




Director: DavidJennings. BAMIFAFSA

Oxford Archaeological Unitisa
Private Limited Company. N®: 1618597
and aRegistered Charity, N©: 285627

Oxford Archaeology

JanusHouse
Osney Mead
Oxford OX20ES

1:(0044)01865263800

f: (0044)01865793496
e:info@oxfordarch.co.uk
w:www.thehumanjourney.net

Oxford Archaeology North

Mill 3
MoorLane
LancasterLA1 1GF

t:(0044)01524541000
f:(0044)01524848606
e:lancinfo@oxfordarch.co.uk
w:www.thehumanjourney.net

Registered Office:
Oxford Archaeological Unit
JanusHouse, Osney Mead, Oxford OX20ES



OASIS FORM - Print view

}of3

hitp://www.oasis.ac.uk/form/print.cfm

OASIS DATA COLLECTION FORM:
England

List of Projects | Manage Projects | Search Projects | New project | Change your details | HER
coverage | Change country | Log out

Printable version

OASIS ID: oxfordar1-114263

Project details
Project name

Short description
of the project

Project dates

Previous/future
work

Any associated
project reference
codes

Type of project
Current Land use
Monument type
Significant Finds
Investigation type

Prompt

Project location
Country
Site location

Study area
Site coordinates

Reading Green Park Cleabins Geotechnical Monitoring

In June 2007, Oxford Archaeclogy undertook a watching brief during the
excavation of 12 geotechnical test pits in advance of Phase Il Construction at
GreenPark Village, Reading. The area covered by the test pits is the 'Clembins
Site’ and was defined by Kirton's Farm Road to the south; the Reading and
Basingstoke railway line to the west; a former gravel quarry pit (now a lake) to the
east, and a field boundary to the north. The deposits encountered within the test
pits indicated that across the area natural gravels had been significantly
truncated. Some truncation is clearly due to modern activity (borrow pits for the
construction of the railway, and impacts related to the Clembins remediation
site). Some evidence of truncation was undated and may represent
archaeological feature fills.

Start: 13-06-2007 End: 15-06-2007

Yes / Not known

REGCBG 07 - Sitecode - ,

Recording project
Other 15 - Other
N/A None

N/A None
‘Watching B_rief'

Best practice procedure

England

BERKSHIRE READING READING Green Park Cleabins Geotechnical
Monitoring

5.00 Hectares
SUBY6 701 51 .4'251363355 -0.998833990903 51 25 30 N 00O 59 55 W Point

22/11/2011 08:54



QASIS FORM - Print view

Project creators

Name of
Organisation

Project brief
originator

Project design
originator

Project
director/manager

Project supervisor

Project archives

Physical Archive
Exists?

Digital Archive
recipient

Digital Archive 1D
Digital Contents

Digital Media
available

Paper Archive
recipient

Paper Archive 1D
Paper Contents

Paper Media
available

Project
bibliography 1

Publication type
Title
Author(s)Editor(s)
Date

Issuer or publisher

Place of issue or
publication

Description

Entered by

Entered on

OASIS:

http://www.oasis.ac.uk/formy/print.cfm

" Oxford Archaeoclogy

No formal brief issued
Oxford Archaeology
R. Brown

R. Bashford

No
Oxford Archaeology

REGCBG07/ REGCBGWB
'Stratigraphic'
Text'

TB8C

REGCBG 07
'Stratigraphic’
‘Photograph’,'Plan','Report','Unpublished Text

Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript)

Reading GreenPark Village - Clembins geotechnical works monitoring
Bashford, R |

2007

Oxford Archaeclogy

Oxford

A4, spirai bound client report

Susan Rawlings (susan.rawlings@oxfordarch.co.uk)
22 November 2011

22/11/2011 08:54



OASIS FORM - Print view http://www.oasis.ac.uk/form/print.cfm

" Please e-mail English Heritage for OASIS help and advice
© ADS 1996-2006 Created by Jo Githam and Jen Mitcham, email Last modified Friday 3 February 2006

Cite only: /dl/export/home/web/ocasis/form/print.cfm for this page

22/11/2€11 08:54



i -
/ ’
7 .
'

{ - \‘.D
- - - — —_ — - - ——— . — —— \ ‘ -
e
. = e mme e e e i 7 S , . A
< . | ) A ) SR A
(o, - N
g Wb .
. 1 ‘fi},
. ]
3
J/ ’ ° ’
{_ 4
\\\ : X
( —_7 _‘.‘ * :
Vg,y cy/roximq é /esnl /:ﬁ / /OCa )4’0»43 . B L
/7/an to be sq///'eo‘( é/ //Z/f% .
r ' ]
g
+ . ~ . ,P:%; :
- . <
. Er,
: l ; 2y \
¢ * \
T~ L4 a [
\\\ ~ % s
5 ol -
s » o M -
’ N
L~ ( ! ,
@ - ? sy ‘\ ES
o . ’ A O“ v -~ N ) ’
& , , T " .
. | . he ’ \
‘ ¢ ~Q 1ED . K) N AN y: v \l, o $/;,L‘_€D
; | «@3;% : (7FE < ¥ avacey |
' e — BR [
. A ~ , TrC . ° .
Cﬁ@‘_gﬂ - /"/m(‘?-‘],,,‘ Ry Corrng 7 \’Ff N e( L {
It . A -
v\\TR!' ¢ S~ N \
Liomfie o 7. ot Y AN
Q) cuTIING e ~ g R N
TG, . 2+75m " . o n { PR 16w
TOE o seavEet Ous” Dirand ol o 2 I A/{\:LU\I\UAA / ( . 1 GRAVEL.
A ‘- . [',- camgent Gaoof (1) o~ T FD CANNG Gy < ) 1\SLaMD D
! - o Ve tweasrwae? 5%m 4o Jop of A ~ N AN :
- & ~ .
M ) - N2 ~ /6\
™ - et e, -
i
“ “’L \\
SR — - )
3,

R

X

// Ti
Py
/

’ T - TR 32,,"‘\
) = ey
) N f’* o |
: ~ «S: AN b
> o] . o
/ / \ (& W . Ta ' N Y
. . | towg: 3., '
‘. ( ; g -“'-;
] L . @’H“ \-A»;fc,t_,_ ‘ / ,
) D ' o2 4 By v |
(F . .

Té:j . . ’ '

- . ) . : ‘ , . ‘rob\/l'q."' o2 mheetpoun f \
| . \ . | o Cle—

M
Bundg J\
f\(ipu.q>
Lhees 7

Sf\Jg."Os MA‘W'NQ N £IA
Hows  Difrpepny

ConFiquenTion
of LAKES ™ coupr 1S om 1

QZouND = fErraApLS Exoammwe, e
T\g/ ‘ . ' ORI o6 DE LANSERL 1 *0s I,?,K'

~y

' v
N ~ “
*
~ .
' .
o N
: )
Y [
3 »
. ,
. . .
v
M
- \
|
B v
¢ \
PRI -
. o -
. /
. ; i
. N
| W
'
'
v
]
‘
»
!
: LY
i
‘
i
\
A
VL |
(S [ ‘
* N
¢ 4
{
5 i
LA \
. "+
A
“ 4 ,
S ’
HE)
i
-
I e » .
M 7
.
N
. 1
! v
{
.
aQ
-
1,

. )
N ' -
\ . < o '
. _ & x
i '
i
. "
. .
a
, .
{ ‘ ’ ’
! i
! H
| ,
- ]
"
\‘-. B .
| .
‘
.
- [ n N e B R Pid - .y
! . S
. e .
N p] [P
! < B - - . . SD b -
3 S ‘
' P - .
\ - < e 3
| ) ] ‘ TN ; ' S
| < i - - R ~ R —_ CoIDNy e . y
A . : oy o . Y =N A 2 S W A ;

SAar



L

Clembins GEC&'I&!(MI&LMD/JJ WMovnbeons
IREGCR o F ?

| @cuéaloque o Fctogrephs o

L]




OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY, JANUS HOUSE, OSNEY MEAD, OXFORD, OX2 OES

_ SCAN PDF
FILMING INSTRUCTIONS
Submitter OASouth
No. of CD copies: 2

Headings

Site information

Line 1: [OASouth] County:[Berkshire] Parish:[Reading] Site:[Green Park, Clembins Geotechnical

Monitoring]

Site code[REGCBG 07]

Line 2: Excavators name[R. Brown]

Line 3:

Classification of material Tick if
present

Index to archive

Introduction

A:Final Report

A:Publication Report

B:Site Data - Text: Diary/Daybook/Fieldnotes

B: Site Data — Text: General Summaries

: Site Data — Text: Primary Context Records

: Site Data — Text: Synthesised Context Records

: Site Data — Text: Survey Reports

: Site Data — Text: Catalogue of Drawings

: Site Data — Text: Primary Drawings

: Site Data — Text: Synthesised Drawings

: Finds Data — Text: Primary Finds Data

: Finds Data — Text: Synthesised Finds Data

: Finds Data — Text: Specialist Reports

: Finds Data — Text: Box/Bag List

: Catalogue of Photos/Slides/Videos/X--rays ' ‘ —

: Environmental/Ecofact Data: Primary Records

: Environmental/Ecofact Data: Synthesised Records

: Environmental/Ecofact Data: Specialist Reports

Timimm g0 QOO Iv|Iw|R w W=

: Documentary

F: Press and Publicity

G: Correspondence

H: Miscellaneous




P» O

Oxford Archaeology

PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD SHEET

SITE CODE

SITE NAME %cﬂ.«g G %J_

FLMNO. |

Camera number

Lens number

Black & white / cotos-

Date

Negative
number

View

Context(s)

Initials

£R=

D shol&

A'brémq_sibé o} é@é: 'Ddé

t - N

i 4

"

Secbion o/r ée/é’pié

V(NGO WN|H WM =IO

[ 0

10




	General Index

	Page 1 of 1


	Report

	Primary Drawings

	Catalogue of Photographs


