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23-25 HGH STREET, MARLOW,
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

Historic Building Recording

SUMMARY

Recording of the historic fabric revealed at 23-2hgh Street Marlow during
redevelopment was undertaken by Oxford Archaeolddis followed a trial trench
evaluation in the rear yard of the property.

The property originally consisted of two timbersfrad structures located on the high
street frontage of long burgage plots in a mediauatket town. Firstly a two bay open
hall building at the south end of the frontage datkr a single bay floored building
adjacent to the north, both with queen strut arabped purlin trusses supporting ridged
roofs aligned parallel to the street. A large projpan of the timber-framing survives on
the first floor but the southern truss of the $ohtiilding has been replaced by a brick
wall. The north building has no surviving southdross and may have been built
against the north building but this is not certain.

The two buildings were later connected by a doorawtythrough a truss and the roof of
the north building was raised to match the soutk.oh floor was inserted in the south
building perhaps in the later 16th century.

In the late 18th or earlier 19th century the framtlls were replaced with a unified and
higher brick facade with parapet and sash windoisaround the same time a new
higher front slope was added to the roof and neterestons with ridged roofs at right
angles to the main roof were added to the reamalksouth gable being the earliest of
these (possibly an earlier phase). The first floooms were raised by cutting off the
medieval common rafters at collar level and cetingere inserted at that height. The
rear (east) wall was heightened with additionalnfiag but elements of the medieval
wallplates are and some early wattle and daubllipéinels are preserved within it.

The rest of the early infill of the framing hashgaalthough there are grooves for staves
in the ties and collars of the southern trussesthd trusses contain later studwork for
supporting lath and plaster and some of this cdast$ reused hardwood including
some ovolo moulded 17th century window jambs afelvaother moulded pieces. This
studwork was probably originally an 18th centurysertion possibly prior to the
heightening of the roof and walls and was extenidedely in softwood in the 19th
century as part of those major alterations.

On the ground floor less early fabric survives. Dty evidence of the early framing is a
main post at the north-east corner of the southiding, a plate supporting the floor of
the north building adjacent to this post has a tebfar a doorhead showing the location
of an early rear entrance.

1 INTRODUCTION
11 L ocation
1.2 Commission and scope of work

1.2.1  Oxford Archaeology (OA) was commissioned by GayglitKee, Tebbot & Wells

Ltd., on behalf of Comland Ringlead Ltd., to und&# historic building recording

©Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd July 2008 1
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1.2.2

13

131

1.4

14.1

15

151

152

at 23-25 High Street, Marlow, in relation to apptions for the refurbishment of the
exiting street frontage buildings, demolition oarduildings and the construction of
new dwellings (Planning Application No. 07/5218).

A brief was set by the Buckinghamshire County CduAcchaeological Officer,
requiring that building recording be undertaken wtioany historic fabric be
revealed during stripping out works on the prop€BZAS 2007). OA produced a
Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) showing how would meet the
requirements of the brief (OA 2008.1). This follalvan archaeological evaluation
consisting of a single trial trench in the yardhat rear of the property (OA 2008.2).
The building recording was commissioned after tlearradditions had been
demolished and the building stripped out.

L ocation, geology and topogr aphy

The town of Marlow is located approximately 6 kmuoof High Wycombe (Fig.
1) on the north bank of the River Thames. The dgpmaknt site consists of two
adjoining shop fronts, and is located centrallyhmtthe town. The site is bounded
to the south-west by the High Street and by comialeaad residential properties on
the other three sides. The site is on level graatnapproximately 35 m above OD.
The site lies on the boundary between the Taplowate gravel to the north and
the Flood Plain gravel terrace to the south. Bo#sé deposits are overlaid with
alluvium (Geological Survey of Great Britain, shaet 255).

Designations

The buildings are not statutorily listed but arentained within the Marlow
Conservation Area and are also on a non-statutoegl‘list’” which was prepared by
the DoE at the time of statutory list fieldworki872 (Wycombe District Council).

Archaeological and Historical Background

There is little evidence for pre-Saxon activitytire near vicinity, with only a small
number of finds, mostly material dredged from thkames, being recovered.
Marlow is first documented in 1015; by the timetloé Domesday survey the estate
had passed from Saxon Earl Algar to Matilda, thiewf William the Conqueror,
and consisted of a sizable population of 35 vilikag@3 smallholders and 1 slave
(Morris 2004). Burgage rights were granted by 1aB#g with the right to hold a
market, and the settlement subsequently develagedai prosperous market town.
The market owed its importance to its location loa high road between Reading
and High Wycombe and its position on the River TaamThe hundred rolls of
1278-9 names almost 200 Marlow burgesses (BrownHamd, 1994). A medieval
hospital (The Hospital of St Thomas) is associav@t the town and is thought to
be located along ‘Spittal Street’.

An excavation in 1996 at the Whitbread Brewery sitethe opposite side of the
High Street revealed settlement evidence from ttié tentury onwards, whilst a
small number of earlier pottery sherds suggest abatipation may have begun as

©0xd Archaeological Unit Ltd July 2008
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153

154

155

156

1.5.7

211

early as the 10th-11th centuries (Bonner, 199@joke recent evaluation to the rear
of 25-27 High Street by Thames Valley Archaeoloi®ervices revealed a number
of post-medieval pits, chalk walls and a small dirarof medieval pottery (TVAS,
2006).

The OA evaluation of May 2008, at the rear of 23-i#§h Street, revealed layers of
post-medieval occupation deposits cut by a chatickliined feature. This is a
probable well, or possibly a cess pit, which hadrbeeused as a rubbish pit in the
19th/20th-centuries. No evidence for any earlierigoks, including any possible
structures was observed.

The site is within Area 1: the medieval core (Fig & defined in the Marlow
Conservation Area Character Study (Wycombe Dist@cauncil). This mainly
constitutes the area of The High Street, Spittede$tand West Street, laid out in
burgage plots and with an interesting variety ofvsting buildings including
several with timber-framing behind later facadesisathe case with 23-25 High
Street; the subject of this report.

Presumably the site was originally two separatéspioos 23 and 25) which were
later united and the structures were unified beliiredpresent fagcade which may be
late 18th century or early 19th-century in datee Dhiginal plots probably extended
further to the north-east perhaps as far as thémreaen figure 2, the boundaries are
still preserved in the present land division butéhbeen subdivided laterally. By the
time of the first edition Ordnance Survey (1880 properties were already united
(and reduced in length) (Fig. 3). Other maps west available due to cabinets
being sealed due to water damage at the BuckindghefRecords Centre.

A photograph of 1912 (Plate 1) shows the propeiiti awnings over a shopfront,
but it is not possible to distinguish the numbenature of the businesses occupying
the premises. Prior to this development the prgp&as occupied by a fishmongers
and a florists and it is thought that the premisad been used for the sale of fish
for over a century.

Local Trade Directories were consulted but duehtssé not being organised street
by street and the names of former businesses i keown it was not possible to
identify definite references to the properties.

METHODOLOGY

The building recording was undertaken at Level 8effhed by English Heritage in
Understanding Historic Buildings: A Guide to GooddRrding Practic§ EH, 2006)
and the methodology was fully outlined in the WSibmitted by OXFORD
Archaeology (OA, 2008.1). The recording strategynsisted of three main
elements: a drawn record, a descriptive, writteom and a photographic record.

©Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd July 2008 3
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3.1

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.2

3.21

3.3

3.3.1

3.4

3.4.1

DESCRIPTION

General Layout

Prior to the present development the ground fléog @) consisted on the street
frontage of one large shop room and, at the namth a passage way to the rear
yard. To the rear was an L-shaped range of latemeions, consisting of several

small irregular rooms and entrance passages bémenshop and at the north end a
range of storerooms extending eastwards into the: Yidnese rear extensions which
were all demolished prior to the survey were oftdli@n and 20th-century inter war

date (pers. comm. Tony Mealing). The yard is bodnaie the north, east and south
by the walls of adjacent properties.

The first floor (Fig 4) consisted on the streetnfiage of three rooms: two used as
bedrooms and the largest to the north used agylidom. Connecting the rooms at
the rear was a north-south aligned corridor witlbeahroom at the south end
extending further east. The corridor and bathroognewpart of the later extensions
which have been demolished. In addition to the dimows the building was
stripped out prior to commencement of the survey.

Street Frontage

The street front facade (Plates 2 & 3), is in readevhitewashed brick with four
first floor windows and a moulded cornice and copadapet above. Unfortunately
the render hides details of the brickwork and wimdeeads that may have helped
refine the dating. The parapet hides the roof ewgi from the street. The four
window openings were regularly placed to give amstnical facade which belied
the three bay rhythm of the earlier building behiftle square windows contained
vertical sliding sash casements with large, twar dw®, panes with horns on upper
and lower sashes. The style of the casements shbptater than the construction
of the fagade, the larger panes suggesting a midtéo 19th-century date. The
ground floor of the facade consists of a moderrpBbat and no historic fabric
appears to survive here.

Roof: exterior

The main roof is a pitched roof aligned north-totboalong the street; the front
slope of the roof was clad in large slates whichhemmostly removed before the
survey was undertaken (Plate 4). The rear slog@eofoof has three later gables
projecting eastwards from it, these rear roofs weagl in plain clay tiles, again

mostly removed prior to the survey (Plate 5).

Ground Floor

Access to the ground floor was very limited as &swbeing used as a temporary
storage for demolition materials. The ground floonsists of the modern shop front
and, at the north and south ends, of older brickswAt the rear the ground floor is
largely open due to the demolitions (Plate 6). Aagmer internal ground floor

©0xd Archaeological Unit Ltd July 2008
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3.4.2

3.5

3.5.1

3.5.2

3.5.3

3.54

3.55

divisions below the crossframe/trusses have beemoved and replaced with
girders. The south wall is of brick and is shareithwhe adjacent property and
continues on the first floor where it contains anoiey breast and fireplace. The
north wall divides the shop room from the passagmfthe street to the yard and
runs under the north first floor room. The uppeudure is now mostly supported
by a steel framework of vertical and horizontaldgns. There is a section of brick
wall towards the north end of the rear ground flamd this contains the only
surviving element of historic timber frame that wseen below the first floor; a
mainpost below the central truss or crossframe ebdvgirding beam runs north
from this post and supports the upper wall overphgsage way, there is a rebate in
the outer face of the plate immediately north & gost and this was probably for
the top of a door, and would thus have been thmdorear entrance to No. 23
(Plate 7).

The lath and plaster ceiling has been strippedaleng the beam and joists of the
floor above and these are described in sectiodi@l&elow.

First floor

The first floor is divided into three rooms by twimber crossframe/trusses which
were stripped of their lath and plaster coveringpto the survey revealing the
historic timber-framing. The north wall also contsisf a timber truss with a later
brick chimney built against it (for ease of destidp the trusses will be referred to
as trusses one to three, numbering from south tthydrhe east wall is timber-

framed, in the north and central bays the framebeas fully exposed, in the south
bay it retains exterior brick infill and internairie render. The south wall is a later
brick gable party wall with the adjacent propertydecontains a central chimney
breast with a 19th century cast-iron fireplace. Thest wall consists of the

Georgian brick facade with four sash windows a<esd above. Former lath and
plaster ceilings were also removed prior to theveyirso the roof structure and its
relation to the rest of the frame was visible.

Timber framing: Phase 1

The framing is of two main early phases with latetensions and additions. Trusses
One and Two are an internal truss and north ers$ tofi a building of at least two
bays of which the southern truss is missing andiegsn replaced (slightly to the
south and on a slightly different alignment) by bk south wall.

The primary form of the trusses in this phase &tedi of a cambered tie beam
supporting principal rafters with vertical queenuts rising from the tie and
supporting a collar. Single side purlins are clasipetween the collars and soffits of
the principals which are trenched to take the parPlates 9 & 10).

The principals have mortises for windbraces whiakiehbeen removed as have the
portions of the common rafters below the collargitee headroom when the roof
was extended later. The braces were not mortidedtlie purlins as is often seen
but were trenched into the backs of the purlins@egged. There are no mortises on

©Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd July 2008 5
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3.5.6

3.5.7

3.5.8

3.5.9

the north face of the principals in Truss Two swgigeg this was the north end of
this building although it is possible that theresveafurther bay without braces. The
pairs of common rafters are half lapped at thexapel there is no ridge piece

The east queen strut in Truss One is part of aeckuallplate having mortices for
studs or staves in the west face and V sectiorrraéiats in the east face. The truss
has small empty mortises in the soffits of the arolind tie and V grooves in the
upper surfaces of these members for staves or &iudisst earlier wattle and daub
infill. This truss, and Truss Two, have been clokgdr with some nailed hardwood
studding consisting of some reused from removediewatiand later elements of
the frame and some ‘new’ waney studding. The twdsbetween the collar and tie
east of the east queen are pieces of reused ovmitded window jambs (Plate 11).
The western one contains the entire height of tlidoomoulding with the mortises
for the top and bottom rails of the window with kea tenons stilin situ. Both
exhibit much greater weathering on the side ofntioeilding that was exposed to the
elements outside. One further central stud bel@ctillar has ovolo moulding and
empty mortices. This was probably a window sillintel and the mortices were for
the mullions. Below the tie one other stud is miden a reused piece of moulded
timber..

The west queen strut in Truss Two has a redundarttsa in the east face. The east
queen strut in this truss has been truncated asta®&m below the collar, the
truncation cuts through a redundant mortise indhst face of the strut. The tie
beam has also been truncated with a large secéisinoé centre missing. The west
part of this gap was an earlier access into thecadit room and has later been filled
with a section of plate and reused hardwood styddinthe same phase as later
hardwood studding in the rest of the truss. Thetgathe east below the truncated
queen post was a second phase of doorway andstihilecked by later softwood
studding. This truss also has V grooves on tie@ldr for stave infill but instead
of small mortises in the soffit of the collar theere drilled holes but no
corresponding holes or mortises for studs in ttitt €6 the tie.

Both trusses and the rafters of this phase areillidalackened with a residue of
what is presumably soot from an open fire sugggshioth bays of this building

were originally open from the ground up to the ré®fate 12). In Truss One, the
central truss of these two bays, the blackeningeothe soffits of the collar

between the open mortises and the principals sltgpthit the first phase of infill in

this truss was secondary to the construction. Thge®e similar situation in Truss

Two which is more difficult to understand, as ifstivas the end truss it would have
been infilled from the start and therefore the kdaing should not extend to soffits
of principals and collars where the infill wouldopect them.

As mentioned the southern truss is missing anddlgh ends of the south pair of

purlins are supported by iron straps fixed to eletsief the later roof extensions.

There was certainly a truss here and not an edmliek gable as there are trenches
in the purlins for braces from principals in thissfgion. It is unlikely that the

©0xd Archaeological Unit Ltd July 2008
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3.5.10

3.5.11

3.5.12

3.5.13

3.5.14

3.5.15

3.5.16

3.5.17

building extended further south as the propertynidamy here probably reflects the
ancient burgage plot divisions.

Timber framing: Phase 2

Truss Three (Plate 13) at the north end represerggparate construction phase
which consists of the truss and roof over the nbeth between this truss and truss
two. This was presumably built on the adjacent plbich was possibly in different
ownership at that time

There is now no trace of a south truss to this @legther and it is uncertain whether
a truss has been removed later when the buildirege wonnected or whether the
structure was built against the southern buildirtty wo separate truss at that end.

The crossframe/truss is also of queen post amspeth purlin construction like
trusses one and two but the differences are tleaptiincipals are diminished above
the purlins and there were formerly braces beloe tib to the mainposts. The
braces and posts are missing but the empty moftsd¢se braces, each cut with an
angled outer end and with two peg holes, survivihéntie beam. As with the other
trusses any early infill has gone and studs haee bailed in later above and below
the tie. The principal rafters have been cut offvabthe purlins and the roof raised
by about 0.3m by removing the purlins from theiigimral position and supporting
them on the backs of the principals, this was predaly done to bring the roof up to
the level of the southern phase when the buildingie linked. As with the southern
phase there are mortices for windbraces in thecipa@ts but only one of the purlins
has trenches for braces so when the roof was rdimyeé may have been some
rebuilding or replacement of elements. It is pdssibat if there was a southern
truss to this building (of which there is now nade) it may have been removed at
the same time that the roof was raised or durieddter alterations and some of the
reused elements in the other trusses may comethism

The south ends of the purlins are not joined tophecipals of the adjacent truss
two but supported by other roof members. The eagterlin is sagging and in poor

condition and is supported by being bolted to arlabftwood purlin beam which

has been inserted above the rafters and whiclasits south end on the principal
rafter of truss two. The rafters and purlins shandiscolouration due to smoke and
this phase was probably floored from first condfourc

Stripping of truss three has also revealed the émside frame of the adjacent
building immediately behind it, this appears todfdater construction of relatively
small section studs and braces which are simplgbdwend nailed.

First floor structure

The floor structure of phase 1 consists of a ceéstrath-east to north-west aligned
spine beam with transverse common joists tenonedeither side of it. The south-
west and north-east ends of the joists are suppdmt¢he front and rear walls by
modern girders.

©Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd July 2008 7
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3.5.18

3.5.19

3.6

3.6.1

3.6.2

3.6.3

3.6.4

The joists are hardwood and are 0.09m wide by 0.Jigim, the dimensions indicate
that they are post-medieval, possibly late 16thtuognor later in date and were a
later insertion into phase 1. They are joined t@ $pine beam with a dimished
haunch tenon joint. The soffits of the joists h#imee marks showing that a former
lath and plaster ceiling has been removed. Thehsentl of the spine beam (and
chimney breast on the floor above) are supporte lgyrder and iron stanchion
(Plate 8). There is trimmer in the centre of thetesade of the floor marking the
former position of a small chimney. Softwood floodnds, probably of 19th century
date, are laid directly on to the joists.

A small section of the floor joists of phase 2 wasible within the ground floor
room these were aligned at 90 degrees to the joigihase 1 and were supported at
their south-east ends by an inserted modern steddrgThe joists are of similar
dimensions to the those in phase 1. Where the flows over the passage to the yard
it is covered by modern painted panels and thedisire not visible.

Late alterationsto frame and r oof

A new front slope was added to the roof probablthatsame time that the facade
was added (See plate 4). The added rafters areftwfa®d and are seated in the
front wall about 1.5m above the tie beam and thenéo eaves level; they sit at a
lower angle than the original rafters and rest oarls set on the ridge line of the
early roof. At the rear the wall was rebuilt andghéened and the roof extended by
means of three gables perpendicular to the maifi @darge central one with
smaller ones either side.

There are two phases at least to these rear awditldne first phase may have only
involved the south bay, here the wall is infilledeznally in brick above and below

what is probably the original wallplate. Internalhere are two phases of lime infill,

the two panels below the old wallplate containiagier render which may be daub
over stave and wattle work. The south part of thetls lower panel and the entire
wall above the old wallplate has later lime rendpplied straight to the brickwork

(Plate 14). Above this the gable is of two phasesgarlier one in reused hardwood,
which incorporates a smoke blackened timber asdnéh purlin, later extended to

the south in softwood later (Plate 15).

The east wall in the other two bays has been rebod heightened with reused
hardwood and some softwood studs and plates armhtiiepossiblyin situ primary

material are sections of wallplate now within thallviraming. In the central bay the
wallplate has had a section removed at the south ftmor into the heightened room
(Plate 16) and in the north bay, there are two ghas$ doorway; an earlier central
one which appears to date from the initial reboddiof the wall and was later
blocked with studding and a the present doorwagrted at the south end (Plate 17)

The gables have been added mostly in softwood meitked hardwood being used
for the raking queen posts in the central gablestru

©0xd Archaeological Unit Ltd July 2008
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3.6.5

41.1

4.1.2

4.1.3

41.4

4.1.5

4.1.6

Additional light stud framing was added to the m@ausses to fill in the space above
the principals which became part of the internallsvashen the later roofs were
added. In truss three brick infill was added abdive western principal rafter.
Ceilings were inserted after the roofs were altdrgdnserting central joists nailed
to the underside of the primary purlins and oubéstg between the primary purlins
and later wallplates (Plate 18). The lower arrigésthe primary purlins were
flattened off to level up the ceiling, however gegging east purlin at the north end
meant that the joists from the purlin to the wadirev set lower than the rest of the
ceiling.

CONCLUSION

Recording of the historic fabric revealed at 2342lh Street Marlow during
redevelopment was undertaken by Oxford Archaeoldyis followed a trial trench
evaluation in the rear yard of the property.

The property originally consisted of two timbersfrad structures on the street
frontage of burgage plots on the high street ofediaval market town; firstly a two

bay open hall building at the south end of the tiige and later a single bay floored
building at the north, both with queen strut analsped purlin trusses supporting
ridged roofs aligned parallel to the street. A é&apgoportion of the timber-framing

survives on the first floor but the southern traegshe south building has been
replaced by a brick wall. The north building has swviving southern truss and
may have been built against the north buildingtbistis not certain.

The southern building probably dates to the latgh br early 16th centuries. The

Vernacular Architecture Group (VAG) Dendrochronglagptabase has nine dated
examples of halls with clasped purlins ranging frofd8/1477 to 1567/8 with three

of these(in Surrey) dating to the early years ef 16th century and three dating to
the late 15th century. Five of these are speclfiascribed as having queen struts
and these cover the same date range.

The northern building probably postdates the aasliricture by a few decades and
probably belongs to the first half or middle periofdthe 16th century. The VAG
database contains more than 20 examples of houtesgween struts, of which the
vast majority date to the 16th century and of thaiseut two thirds fall into the first
half of the century.

The two buildings were later connected by a dooraatythrough a truss and the
roof of the north building was raised to match $bath one. A floor was inserted in
the south building perhaps in the later 16th centur

In the late 18th or earlier 19th century the framtls were replaced with a unified
and higher brick facade with parapet and sashavisd At around the same time a
new higher front slope was added to the roof avd égensions with ridged roofs
at right angles to the main roof were added to¢lae, a small south gable being the
earliest of these (possibly an earlier phase). firse floor rooms were raised by
cutting off the medieval common rafters at collewdl and ceilings were inserted at

©Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd July 2008 9
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4.1.7

4.1.8

4.1.9

that height. The rear (east) wall was heighteneth veidditional framing but
elements of the medieval wallplates are and somly @attle and daub infill
panels are preserved within it.

The rest of the early infill of the framing hasngoalthough there are v grooves for
staves in the ties and collars of the southerrsé&sisAll the trusses contain later
studwork for supporting lath and plaster and sorheh@s consists of reused
hardwood including some ovolo moulded 17th centuiydow jambs and a few
other moulded pieces. This studwork was probablgimally an 18th century
insertion possibly prior to the heightening of tieef and walls and was extended
largely in softwood in the 19th century as parthmfse major alterations.

On the ground floor less early fabric survives. Tardy evidence of the early
framing is a main post at the north-east cornerthef south building, a plate
supporting the floor of the north building adjaceatthis post has a rebate for a
doorhead showing the location of an early rearagcte.

The structures may well have been commercial pesrfiom first construction but
no firm evidence from the fabric or from histolisaurces of their former use was
ascertained.

10
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Figure 5: Truss 1: North elevation
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Figure 6: Truss 2: North elevation
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Plate 1: The High Street in 1912 (No. 23-25 indicated by arrow)

Plate 2: High Street facade during works
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Plate 3: Section of first floor facade showing windows

Plate 4: Front slope of roof Iobking ﬁorth
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Plate 6: Rear view of building during works
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Plate 8: Floor structure; note girder and stanchion supporting bridging beam and chimney breast
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Plate 9: Southusid-e ‘o'f trués oe |
Plate 10: North side of truss two
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Plate 11: Reused ovolo moulded window jambs and east queen strut in truss one, note also mortice for windbrace in

pricipal rafter

Plate 12: Smoke blackened rafters above later ceiling joists
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Plate 13: North wall incorporating truss three and later chimneybreast and additions; note empty joints for original
clasped purlins
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Plate 14: East wall in south bay showing old wallplate and earlier infill in lower panels
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Plate 15: External view of south rear gable

Plate 16: Framing of east wall in central bay
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Plate 17: North east cofher showiné framing of east wall in north bay on right

Plate 18: View of roof east from central bay showing early smoke blackened rafters and later gable and ceiling joists
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