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Hever Court subway
Proposal for archaeological mitigation.

A2 Pepperhill to Cobham Widening Scheme, Kent

HEVER COURT SUBWAY DEMOLITION
PROPOSAL FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL MITIGATION
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Proposal for archaeological mitigation.

SUMMARY

This document considers the potential archaeological impact of the
proposed demolition and landscaping of the Hever Court subway across the
old A2. The old A2 is believed to follow the line of Roman Watling street,
although its exact line through the area of the scheme is unknown.
Landscaping of areas either side of the subway may also reveal, and
possibly damage, archaeological features surviving below the old A2. A
proposal for archaeological mitigation is then described.
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1

1.1

1.1.1

1.1.2

INTRODUCTION

Location and scope of engineering work

The proposed improvements comprise the downgrading of the old A2 between
Pepperhill and Marling Cross junctions to a single lane road, and the creating of a
landscape park. '

As part of the decommissioning of the old A2 and landscaping, the Hever Court
subway will be removed to a depth of ¢. 2.9 m. The details of the subway as built are
shown on Figure 1. The location of the works, and the profile of the construction cut
and cross-section of the existing Hever Court subway are shown on Figure 2
(Drawings 260860/11107) and Figure 3 (Drawing 260860/17701).

Along both carriageways this will be followed by landscaping of an area either side

of the subway. In the southern (former London-bound) carriageway an area up to 20 _

m wide on either side will be stripped; on thé northern (former coast-bound)
carriageway a triangular area either side of the subway, rising from 2.6 m below
existing ground level at the subway to the existing level at ¢. 55 m from the subway
either side (Figure 2). The area covered by the landscaping on either side will be the -
whole width of the old carriageway (c. 25 m) at the base, and will narrow to the

. width of the new single-width roadway at the furthest point. The approximate area of

landscaping will be ¢. 1450 sq. m, The new ground level will rise from 2.6 m below
the level of the existing old A2 at the subway to existing ground level some 55 m
from the subway on either side. '

The uppermost 1 m below ground is likely to be construction material for the old A2.

- Below this, however, the truncated remains of archaeological deposits and features

may survive,

2  ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS

2.1.1

The old AZ is believed to follow the line of Roman Watling Street (Margary 1967;
Hiscock 1969), and some evidence of Watling Street has been found at Springhead
(CTRL section 2 report in progress) and at Canterbury. No archaeological recording
was carried out when the subway was constructed, however, and the exact line of the
Roman road through the area of the scheme (and indeed between Springhead and
Rochester) is not known, nor whether anything of the Roman road or its associated
drainage ditches or construction quarries survived. When the construction cut is
emptied of backfill this may well expose the edge of the undisturbed deposits on
either side. If anything of the Roman road survives below the later road, this too may
be exposed.

Exposure of the sides of the construction cut may also reveal archaeological features
of other dates. In the area of the coast-bound carriageway, a larger area will be
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2.1.7

exposed in plan below the construction levels of the old A2. Although shallow
features are very likely to have been removed completely by construction of the old
A2, parts of the deeper ditches and pits may well survive. On the basis of previous
archaeological discoveries close by, features of a variety of dates may be encountered
as follows:

One or more Early Neolithic pits were found in the excavations in Site G in 2007.
Late Neolithic-Early Bronze Age surface flint scatters were found on the line of the
CTRL route, plus a pit 734 west of Church Road that contained worked flint debris
and blades (Bull 2006, 4). Further struck flint of this date, and one possibly
contemporary pit, were found during excavations in Site G (HA 2008b).

A Middle Bronze Age settlement enclosure was found in Site G, continuing to the
north (HA 2008b).

Early Iron Age pits, ditches and four-post structures were found just to the west along
the line of the new A2 route (HA 2008b, Site G), and another Iron Age ditch in Site
H to the east (HA 2008a). '

A cropmark site probably_df later prehistoric and Roman date (now built over) lay a
couple of hundred metres to the north (HA 2004, site OA 54).

The Hever Court subway lies just south-west of the medieval settlement of
Singlewell. Alongside Church Road on the line of the CTRL was a group of 12th -
century features, and west of Church Road was a ]arge pit, probably a quarry (Bull
forthcoming). A medieval triple animal burial of probablé 13th century date was
found during excavations in Site H in 2007 (HA 2008a). ‘

3 'PROPOSED ARCHAEOLOGICAL MITIGATION

3.1

3.1.1

Scope of fieldwork

The overall provision for archaeological mitigation is covered by the A2 Pepperhill
to Cobham Widening Scheme - Archaeological Design (HA 2006, Skanska
Document No. 260860/30008), which provides a detailed Method Statement for
archaeological mitigation.

No specific archaeological mitigation proposals were set out for this in the
Archaeological Design, because the extent of work was not known at the time.

The following change to the drawing (Figure 3) will be carried out. Following
Demolition Stage 1 the slope of the original construction cut will be modified by
removing the backfill either side of the subway walls down to the proposed ground
level to enable access to the subway walls, rather than landscaping the whole\of the
area either side. This will prevent plant from tracking over the ground below the old
A2, potentially damaging archaeological features.
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3.1.5

An archaeological Watching Brief will be carried out upon the removal of the
backfill from the construction cut, in case Watling Street lies below this part of the
old A2. Should sensitive archaeological deposits or features be observed in the
undisturbed edges of the construction cut, these will be recorded archaeologically
and removed before demolition proceeds.

Otherwise, landscaping on either side of the subway should provide a better
opportunity to observe any surviving archaeological features.

Demolition of the subway will then continue as proposed (Figure 3 Stages 3 and 4).
No Archaeological Watching Brief is proposed during the demolition works, unless
sensitive archaeological deposits such as burials, largely intact pots etc. are exposed,
or unless demolition of the subway itself is likely to result in significant damage to
any archaeological features exposed in the sides of the original construction cut.

At the completion of Demolition Stage 4, machine excavation for the landscaping of
the surrounding area will commence under an Identified Archaeological Watching
Brief. The methodology for this is detailed below.

3.2 Fieldwork methods and recording

3.2.1

322

3.23

324

Stripping will be carried out by machines using-toothless buckets under
archaeo‘]ogical supervisioh,' and stripping will work away from the subway in either
direction, ensuring that no plant tracks across the stripped surface until it has been
signed off for construction by the archaeological consultant acting for the Highways
Agency in agreement with Skanska.

Should archaeological features or deposits be encountered above the proposed final
ground level, machine stripping will cease in that area until appropriate.
archaeological recording has been carried out. Should no archaeologicél deposits be
encountered, stripping will continue until the proposed final base level for
landscaping has been reached. Should archaeological features be encountered at that
level, these will be recorded in accordance with the provisions of the Archaeological
Design (HA 2006).

In accordahce with the provisions of the Archaeological Design, section 5.5,
archaeological remains of minor significance will be dealt with as work proceeds.
Should the Roman road prove to survive, however, or should other significant
archaeological remains be encountered, such that they require greater resources than -
those available under the Watching Brief, these will become a Discovered
Archaeological Site. In this case the remains will be clearly marked, a site meeting
with the Archaeological consultant acting for the HA and the Statutory consultees
will be convened.

Should the remains be confirmed as significant, archaeological mitigation will
become the subject of a Further Archaeological Design, to be followed by an agreed
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programme of archacological mitigation. Construction work will not proceed until
any Further Archaeological Works have been carried out.

3.2.5 Archaeological recording will be carried out in accordance with the provisions of the
Archaeological Design, sections 9.7 - 9.22.

4  POST-EXCAVATION WORKS

4.1.1  Should archaeological deposits be found during the Watching Brief, these will be
written up for inclusion in the Academic Report, archived and prepared for
deposition together with the results of the earlier archaeological excavations in
accordance with the provisions of the Archaeological Design, section 10.
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SUMMARY

In  September 20080xford Archaeology (0OA) carried out an
archaeological watching brief at the site of the Hever Court Subway on
the A2 widening scheme. The work was commissioned by SKANSKA. The
walching brief revealed the original ground surface and the A2 road
surface, which was in use until the c1960.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1  Location and scope of work

I.1.1  In September 2008 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out an archaeological watching
brief at the Hever Court subway on the A2 widening scheme. The work was
commissioned by SKANSKA in respect of a planning application for the
downgrading of the old A2 between Pepperhill and Marling Cross junction to a
single lane road, and the creating of a landscape park.

1.1.2 A project brief was set by Tim Allen.

1.1.3  OA prepared a Written Scheme of Investigation detailing how it would meet the
requirements of the brief.

1.2 Geology and topography

1.2.1  The site lies on ground that has been made up to a height of 67.70m above OD. The
site was part of the old A2 and until the start of the recent works was a
tarmaccadamed road.

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 The archaeological background to the watching brief was prepared for the WSI for the
project (OA, 2008} and is summarised below.

1.3.2  The old A2 is believed to follow the line of Roman Watling Street (Margary 1967;
Hiscock 1969), and some evidence of Watling Street has been found at Springhead
(CTRL section 2 report in progress) and at Canterbury. The exact line of the Roman
road through the area of the scheme is neither known, nor whether anything of the
Roman road or its associated drainage ditches or construction quarries survived.

1.3.3  One or more Early Neolithic pits were found in the excavations in Site G in 2007.
Late Neolithic-Early Bronze Age surface flint scatters were found on the line of the
CTRL route, plus a pit 734 west of Church Road that contained worked flint debris
and blades (Bull 2006, 4). Further struck flint of this date, and one possibly
contemporary pit, were found during excavations in Site G (HA 2008b).

1.3.4- A Middle Bronze Age settlement enclosure was found in Site G, continuing to the
north (HA 2008b).

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. October 2001 Lx-\42PC\12PCO6\Watching Brief 2008\Hever Court Report.doc .
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1.3.5 Early Iron Age pits, ditches and four-post structures were found just to the west along
the line of the new A2 route (HA 2008b, Site G), and another Iron Age ditch in Site
H to the east (HA 2008a). .

1.3.6 A cropmark site probably of later prehistoric and Roman date (now built over) lay a
couple of hundred metres to the north (HA 2004, site OA 54).

1.3.7  The Hever Court subway lies just southwest of the medieval settlement of
Singlewell. Alongside Church Road on the line of the CTRL was a group of 12th
century features, and west of Church Road was a large pit, probably a quarry (Bull
forthcoming). A medieval triple animal burial of probable 13th century date was
found during excavations in Site H in 2007 (HA 2008a).

1.4 Acknowledgements

1.6.1 Oxford Archaeology would like to thank all the SKANSKA staff for their continued
co-operation with this project.

2 PROJECT AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1 Aims

2.1.1 To identify and record the presence/absence, extent, condition, quality and date of
archaeological remains in the areas affected by the development.

2.1.2  To ascertain whether or not Roman Watling Street and its associated ditches survives
beneath the old A2 and if so to reord its location alignment and level of preservation.

2.1.3 To make available the results of the archacological investigation.

2.2 Methodology

2.2.1 The landscaping was carried out by machines fitted with toothless ditching buckets
under archaeological supervision. Landscaping worked away from the subway in
either direction, ensuring that no plant tracks across the stripped surface until it had
been signed off for construction by the archaeological consultant acting for the
Highways Agency in agreement with Skanska.

2.2.2 A sample of the deposits encountered were planned at a scale of 1:100. A genera!
photographic record of the work was made. Recording followed procedures detailed
in the QAU Fieldwork Manual (ed D Wilkinson, 1992).

3 RESULTS

3.1  Description of deposits

3.1.1 Beneath the coastbound carriageway to the east of the subway, the natural, a reddish
brown sandy clay (16008), was encountered at a depth of 65.366 m. This was
overlain by the remains of a buried soil (16007). This in turn was overlain by the

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. October 2001 2X\42PC\42PCO6\Watching Brief 2008\Hever Court Report.doc
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make up layers (16005, 16006) for an older version of the A2 (16004), which was in
use untilc1960. This was found at a depth of 66.389 m above OD. The most recent
A2 (16000) was constructed on top of the existing A2 with the road surface at 67.708
m above OD.

Beneath the coastbound carriageway to the west of the subway the original land
surface was not encountered. The lowest deposit was a yellowish green sand (16009)
make up layer, which was encountered at 65.510 m above OD. This in turn was
overlain by the road make up layers for both phases of the old A2 as seen on the
opposite side of the subway.

Beneath the Londonbound carriageway to the east side of the subway the only
deposits seen were those which formed the make up layers (16001) for the most
recent road surface (16000).

Beneath the London bound carriageway to the west of the subway the natural
{16008) was encountered at a depth of xxx m above OD. This was overlain by a
buried topsoil (16010), which was in turn overlain by the make up for the most recent
A2.

4  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1.1

Although no archaeology was encountered during the works from the deposits seen it

is possible to draw the following conclusions.

Because it is known that Roman Watling Street was observed during the construction
of the original A2 road surface (Margary 1967; Hiscock 1969) and the current works
showed this surface to be under the coastbound carriageway of the recent A2, it can
be surmised that the route of Watling Street, at least in part, followed the line of the

old coastbound carriageway.

However, because the original ground surface was observed to the east of the subway
under the coastbound carriageway and this was undisturbed, Watling Street either
cannot have been sited beneath this portion of the A2 or was completely removed

during the roads construction.

© Oxford Archacological Unit Ltd. October 2001 3X:\42PC\42PCO6\Watching Brief 2008\Hever Court Report.doc
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX1  ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY
Context | Type Depth | Width | Comments
16000 Surface 0.20m 20.00 | Road
m | Surface
16001 Layer 0.60 m 20.00 | Road Make
m | Up
16002 Fill 200 m 20.00 | Backfill
m
16003 Cut 200m 3.30 m | Subway
16004 Surface 0.20m 10.00 | Road
m | Surface
16005 Layer 020m 10.00 | Road Make
m | Up
16006 Layer 0.13m 10.00 | Road Make
m | Up
16007 Layer 0.15m 4.00 m | Deposit
16008 Layer Natural
16009 Layer 0.70m 7.80 m | Road Make
Up
16010 Layer Buried
Topsoil

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. October 2001
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APPENDIX4  SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: A2 Widening Pepperhill to Cobham Widening Scheme, Kent

Site code: A2PC06

Grid reference: 7?7

Type of watching brief: 77?

Date and duration of preject: September 2008, 7 Days

Area of site: Hever Court Subway

Summary of results: No Archaeology was identified during the course of tch WB
Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, OX2 0ES, and will be deposited with 7?7?

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. October 2001 OX:\42PC\A2PCO6\Watching Brief 2008\Hever Court Report.doc



Oxford Archacology Site name and code
Archaeological Watching Brief Report

The illustrations in the report must include a site location and a plan of the areas surveyed
The OAU has a licence to reproduce OS maps for client reports, It is essential to provide
the drawing office with: (i) a clean copy of the relevant OS map of suitable scale and (ii)
the date of publication of the particular map to be used; it is a requirement of the licence
agreement that the OS edition used/reproduced is indicated.

The grouping of plans and sections should relate to the description of features/deposits in
the text. The choice of illustrations to include is a matter for judgement. The decision

should be made on the basis of any specific requirements of the curator and the needs of
the text. Remember it is often easier to illustrate a point than to attempt to describe it in
words. Always discuss illustrations with the Graphics Office: they have vast experience of

illustrating reports.
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