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Summary

During August and September 2011 Oxford Archaeology East (OAE) conducted an
archaeological evaluation at the site of a proposed new school (buildings and
playing fields) immediately to the west of Cambourne (centred on TL 3141 6025).

An aerial photographic survey (Palmer, 2011) and geophysical survey (Enright 2011)
were commissioned prior to the commencement of the works in order to identify and
accurately map archaeological, recent and natural features within and around the
development site. These identified few archaeological features lying within the
development area but two areas of possible Iron Age/ Romano-British activity lying
beyond it to the south.

The archaeological evaluation revealed that there was activity on the site from
probably the Late Pre-Roman Iron Age to the end of the 2nd century AD. This was
comparable with the excavations to the east at Cambourne, which noted a sharp
decline in activity during the latter part of the 2nd century (Wright et al 2009).

Several areas of increased archaeological activity were noted in the southern,
eastern and north-western parts of the development site. These mainly comprised
ditches that were characteristic of later prehistoric and Roman settlement
boundaries and field systems. The finds assemblages, whilst small, suggested that
the site lay in close proximity to a settlement probably dating to the 1st and 2nd
centuries AD.

A number of features were of note and these included a possible ring gully identified
in the southern part of the development area close to the crop marks identified by
the aerial photographic survey. This suggests earlier, prehistoric occupation
extending into the site. In the north-western part of the development area an east to
west aligned ditch, also identified by the geophysical survey, that had large
quantities of stone in its base, may have represented a possible palisade trench and
a poorly preserved inhumation, next to a relatively large boundary ditch, may be
interpreted as indicators the development area lay close to a settlement boundary.
Further to the east the frequency of ditches increased and this too may indicate that
the settlements recorded to the east at Lower Cambourne extended into the
development area. A feature identified in the northern part of the site by the aerial
photographic survey and the geophysical survey was excavated that was
interpreted as a possible track way.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 7 of 46 Report Number 1304
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1
1.1.1

1.2
1.2.1

1.3
1.3.1

1.3.2

1.3.3

1.3.4

Location and scope of work

Between the 17th August and the 2nd September 2011, an archaeological evaluation
was conducted by Oxford Archaeology East (OAE) at the site of a proposed new school
(buildings and playing fields) immediately to the west of Cambourne (centred on TL
3141 6025) (Fig. 1).

This archaeological evaluation was undertaken in accordance with a Brief issued by
Andy Thomas of Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC), supplemented by a
Specification prepared by OA East.

The work was designed to assist in defining the character and extent of any
archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area, in accordance with
the guidelines set out in Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic
Environment (Department for Communities and Local Government 2010). The results
will enable decisions to be made by CCC, on behalf of the Local Planning Authority,
with regard to the treatment of any archaeological remains found.

The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate
county stores in due course.

Geology and topography

Cambourne lies in the Cambridgeshire Western Claylands, the underlying geology of
the area is principally boulder clay with Ampthill Clay in the northern part of the area in
the parishes of Connington, Elsworth and Boxworth and Lower Greensands on the
eastern edge in the parishes of Dry Drayton and Madingley. The development site lies
on Boulder Clay.

Archaeological and historical background

The site is located to the west of the Cambourne New Settlement, an area of 600ha's
which was extensively investigated by Wessex Archaeology in the 1990's, in advance of
the development of the new town. This work, in conjunction with previous and
subsequent archaeological finds in the area, has identified that the proposed
development site lies within an area of high archaeological potential.

In general terms, the Archaeological investigations undertaken in advance of the
development of Cambourne identified a developed and settled landscape from late
prehistory (Bronze Age), which developed significantly through the Iron Age into the
Roman period. In particular the settlements of the late Iron Age and Roman period at
Lower Cambourne (CHER ECB1067) to the south and Knapwell Plantation aka. New
Road (CHER ECB1070) to the east, are significant archaeological sites in the area.

The medieval moated site at Swansley Wood Farm (CHER 01087), lies to the
immediate west and associated settlement remains of that period may extend into the
proposed development area. Medieval ridge and furrow (CHER 03413) is known to lie
across the site.

The development site itself lies 200m to the north and west of the Lower Cambourne
area investigated by Wessex Archaeology, most recently in 1998 (ECB 172 & 1252 —
Western Boundary Path Evaluation and Watching Brief and detailed in the Cambourne
New Settlement by James Wright et al 2009, Wessex Archaeology Report no. 23). This
investigation area is the closest of the archaeological sites to the development area.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 9 of 46 Report Number 1304



1.3.5

1.4
1.4.1

These investigations found significant archaeology and notably ditches, pits, post holes
which were interpreted, as part of an Iron Age and then later Roman settlement,
comprised of rectilinear enclosures, droveways, cobbled surfaces, structures/buildings
and field systems. These remains can be expected to extend into the southern portion
of the proposed development area. The Iron Age/early Roman ditches and enclosures
were roughly aligned northwest-southeast and southwest-northeast (Phase 2A-2C).
The later Roman system was re-aligned north-south and east-west (Phase 3A & 3B.
Burials were also recorded. Later Roman/Saxon (Phase 4) and Medieval (Phase 5)
activity was also recorded, although is should be noted that at previous investigations
at Cambourne, there was a hiatus in occupation of several hundred years between the
later Roman/Saxon periods and the medieval use of the site.

Other specific excavation areas (e.g. Knapwell Plantation and Popular Plantation), lie
too far to the east (over 500m) to make specific feature prediction,, although of these,
the closest, Knapwell Planation, revealed similar remains to Lower Cambourne in both
date and form, i.e. early-middle Iron Age and Roman enclosures, field systems and
settlement. Again these areas are occupied in the Medieval period but only after a
hiatus of use.
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2 Aivs AND METHODOLOGY

21
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2.2

2.21

222

223

224

2.2.5

2.2.6

227

Aims
The objective of this evaluation was to determine as far as reasonably possible the

presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of
any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

Methodology

Aerial Photographic Survey

An aerial photographic survey (Palmer, 2011) was commissioned in order to identify
and accurately map archaeological, recent and natural features within an area of some
120 hectares (centred TL310600) in order to provide a guide for the field evaluation.
The level of interpretation and mapping was to be at 1:2500.

The survey identified two areas of pre-medieval activity lying beyond the limit of the
development area (Fig. 2). Both of which contain structures defined by ditches:

TL303595: Three adjacent enclosure groups that may have been part of a united whole
include small features of rectilinear and curvilinear form.

TL308597: A complex group of crop-marked ditches show a series of remodelled
features that may indicate a site of long-term occupation or a location that was reused
through time. This site includes an entrance way on its south side and shows hints of
what may be huts within the enclosing ditches.

Within the development area Medieval features including headlands and traces of now-
levelled ridge and furrow cultivation were identified and these are likely to have formerly
covered the complete Study Area (Fig. 2).

Geophysical survey

A geophysical survey was carried out by the Centre for Archaeological and Forensic
Analysis, Cranfield University (Enright, 2011), as part of a pre-planning proposal for
future development. This comprised a fluxgate gradiometer survey of c. 10ha over the
entire development area.

The most significant magnetic variations recorded by the survey were interpreted as
being the result of modern disturbances. These included two anomalies identified as
possible areas of burning. The most significant anomaly detected was a linear feature
interpreted as the remains of a former field boundary (Fig. 2).

Based on these results, the survey concluded that the site possessed limited
archaeological potential despite its close proximity to known archaeological sites of
importance.

Evaluation Trenches

The Brief required a sample of the development area (total 10,000m?2), 2,400m? of
linear trenching was to be excavated, comprising a total of 31 trenches between 50m
and 100m in length (Fig. 3). Several of the trenches were located in order to test the
possible features identified by the Aerial Photographic and Geophysical surveys (Fig.
2).
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2.2.8 Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision with two
tracked 360° excavators using toothless ditching buckets.

2.2.9 The site survey was carried out by Gareth Rees and Louise Bush using Leica GPS.

2.2.10 Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector. All metal-
detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than those which
were obviously modern.

2.2.11 All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma
sheets. Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and
colour and monochrome photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.

2.212 Atotal of twenty eight environmental samples were taken, six of these were taken from
a single inhumation recorded in Trench 16.

2.2.13 Conditions on site were generally bright and dry with occasional rainfall.
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3 REesuLts

3.1
3.11

3.1.2

3.2
3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

3.24

3.2.5

3.3
3.3.1

3.3.2

Introduction

The evaluation revealed that archaeological deposits survived across the site. The
results are presented below by trench (NB full details by trench/context appear in
Appendix A).

The archaeological features and deposits were sealed by a mid grey brown, clay silt
subsoil layer that was up to 0.30m thick. This was in turn overlain by a topsoil layer that
was up to 0.35m thick and composed of a dark grey brown clay silt.

Evidence of plough scarring and a large number of field drains were recorded across
the site. Where inspected, the field drains were found to be inactive and entirely silted

up.

Trench 1

Trench 1 was located in the far south eastern corner of the development area, aligned
north-west to south-east, parallel with its southern boundary (Fig. 4).

12m from the western trench limit a linear feature (100) was excavated that lay on a
north to south alignment. In section ditch 100 (Fig. 14, Section 27) was 0.92m wide by
0.28m deep with a steep sided U-shaped profile filled by two deposits (101 & 102). The
primary fill (102) comprised a sterile mid grey brown silt clay, the tertiary fill (101) was
similar in character and found to contain two sherds of sandy grey ware pottery, broadly
dated to the 1st to 4th century (Wadeson, App. B.2).

Five more linear features were recorded along the length of the trench. These too were
aligned approximately north to south. Unlike ditch 100, three of these were cut through
the subsoil (103, 105 & 109), suggesting a relatively modern date of origin; the recovery
of clay pipe from the fill of ditch 105 further indicates a post medieval date for these
ditches.

The remaining two ditches (111 & 113) were not so obviously modern. Ditch 111 was
0.39m wide by 0.12m deep, whilst ditch 113 was 0.71m wide by 0.15m deep, neither
appeared to have been cut from the base of the topsoil and no finds were recovered
from their fills (112 & 114).

A single discrete feature was recorded approximately 65m from the western end if the
trench. Pit 107 was sub-circular in plan and 0.61m in diameter at its widest point. It was
however only 0.08m deep and is therefore likely to have been severely truncated. No
finds were recovered from its homogeneous, mid reddish brown clay silt fill (108).

Trench 2

Trench 2 adjoined the eastern limit of Trench 1 extending northwards into the eastern
central part of the development area.

Approximately half way along the length of the trench a shallow linear feature was
recorded on an east to west alignment (202). Ditch 202 was 0.61m wide by 0.36m
deep. Although no finds were recovered from its single, homogeneous fill (203), it was
apparent in section that the ditch was cut from the base of the topsoil, much like
several of the features in Trench 1, and it is suggested that like those other examples,
this feature probably represents post medieval activity.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 13 of 46 Report Number 1304
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Trench 3

Trench 3 was situated parallel with the southern site boundary (Fig. 5). The remains in
this trench included four ditches on south-east to north-west and south-west to north-
east alignments ditches that were on average 1.20m wide by 0.50m deep; these were
found to contain pottery dating to the Roman period.

Two north to south aligned ditches were recorded in the western end of the trench (Fig.
5). Ditch 317 was 1.2m wide and 0.25m deep with a wide based profile and traversed
the trench 10m from its western limit (Fig. 14, Section 15). Fill 315 contained a sherd of
Early Roman carinated bowl (Wadeson, App. B.2). Approximately 40m to the east ditch
309 was similar in width but significantly deeper at 0.50m deeper, two sherds of Roman
pottery, dating to the 1st to 4th century (Wadeson, App. B.2) were recovered from its
tertiary fill (Figure 14. Section 6). The primary fill (308) took the form of a slump on the
eastern side of the ditch that may have represented collapsed bank material.

Lying between these features was a third ditch (313) that was aligned north-east to
south-west (Figure 14. Section 14). This was of comparable size to ditch 309 but with a
more pronounced, V shaped profile, possible slumping was recorded here too in the
form of fill 312, which lay on the southern side of the feature.

At the eastern end of the trench a shallow gully, measuring 0.40m width by 0.12m
depth, was recorded on a north to south alignment (303). No finds were recovered from
its single fill (302).

Of note within this trench was a possible ring gully recorded at the eastern limit of the
trench (319) (Fig. 5). The excavated section was severely truncated and curved away
to the south leaving only the northernmost limit of the feature exposed. It is possible
that this feature represents a roundhouse gully, which may suggest the presence of
Pre-Roman settlement remains in this part of the site, this may be a continuation of the
putative Iron Age settlement features identified by crop marks immediately to the south.

Trench 4

This trench was located in the southern central part of the development area aligned
north-east to south-west (Fig. 6).

Two shallow east to west aligned ditches were excavated in the northern half of the
trench (401 & 403). Ditch 401 was 0.40m in width by 0.10m deep and filled by a single
homogeneous mid brown grey silt clay (400) from which finds no finds were recovered.

The second ditch (403) lay at the northernmost end of the trench and was larger, being
0.80m in width by 0.25m in depth (Fig. 16, Section 71). A sherd of Early Roman pottery,
possibly proto-grey ware (Wadeson, App. B.2) was recovered from its single fill (402).

Trench 5

Trench 5 was located in the south eastern part of the development area, aligned north-
east to south-west close to the eastern site boundary (Fig. 7).

Two parallel ditches were recorded traversing the southern half of the trench at an
acute angle (509 & 510). Two sections were excavated through ditch 509, the
easternmost of the two features, which revealed it to be 0.95m in width by 0.37m deep
with a steep sided profile and a single fill (508) that contained no finds.

Ditch 510 lay less than two metres to the west, it was marginally larger than 509 at
1.12m wide by 0.47m deep with a more symmetrical, almost V-shaped profile (Fig. 14.
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Section 3). Its sole fill (511) was very similar in composition to fill 508. A re-cut (507)
was also recorded just off the centre line of ditch 510, this was 0.50m wide by 0.36m
deep.

Approximately 25m from the northern limit of the trench the intersection of two
perpendicularly aligned ditches was recorded (500 & 502). Ditch 500 was aligned north-
west to south-east and was of comparable size to the perpendicularly aligned linear
features immediately to the south (509 & 510). Ditch 502 was not fully exposed within
the confines of the trench but appeared to be of a similar depth to 500 at no more
0.40m. The stratigraphic relationship between ditch 500 and ditch 502 was not
discerned in section as a result of the sterile, leached and homogeneous nature of their
respective fills. Equally, these features formed part of a wider field or boundary system
and as such may have been extant at the same time. No finds were recovered from the
features in this trench to aid the phasing of the archaeological deposits.

Trench 6

This north-west to south-east aligned trench lay immediately to the west of Trench 2
(Fig. 6). Two furrows and three ditches (600, 604 & 608), all of which lay on north-east
to south-west alignments, were excavated. A fourth ditch (606) lying on an east to west
alignment was also excavated.

Ditch 608, the easternmost feature in the trench, was 0.81m wide and 0.26m deep (Fig.
16, Section 43). Two sherds of Early Roman sandy grey ware pottery sherds
containing a sherd of Early Roman carinated bowl (Wadeson, App. B.2) were recovered
from its fill, a mid brown silt clay. It truncated ditch 606, which intersected from the west
and was approximately 0.60m in width by 0.15m deep with a shallow sided profile and
single, sterile sandy silt fill, from which no finds were recovered.

To the west a possible ditch terminus was recorded (604). This feature entered the
trench from the south and terminated less that 0.50m short of the northern trench edge.
In profile ditch 604 was relatively steep sided with a sterile mid grey silt clay fill that
yielded no finds.

Approximately 6m to the west lay ditch 600, whose dimensions and concave profile
were similar to that of ditch 608. Three deposits (601, 602 & 603) were recorded filling
the ditch, these all appeared to be naturally derived, probably as a result of silting and
weathering of the ditch sides. No finds were recovered from the feature.

Trench 7

Trench 7 was aligned perpendicularly to Trench 6 adjoined its western end and
continuing northwards (Fig. 6). A total of six evenly spaced, east to west aligned,
shallow gullies were recorded along the length of the trench. Two of the gullies were
investigated in order to characterise them (701 & 703). They were 0.30m wide by
0.10m deep with near vertical sides and flat bases with moderately compact, topsoil
derived silty clay fills (701 & 703). Although no finds were recovered from these
features, the unmixed nature of their fills suggest that they were relatively modern.

An unstratified copper alloy “long-cross” penny was recovered by the metal detector
survey, from the top soil of this trench. The inscriptions are illegible but the design of
the reverse was typical of a later denomination introduced by Edward the First in 1279
(Faine, App. B.1).
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Trench 8

Trench 8 lay to the west on a similar north-east to south-west alignment. Two east to
west aligned gullies were also recorded in this trench and it is suggested that these
may have represented part of the same drainage system thought to be in evidence in
Trench 7.

Gullies 800 and 802 were both approximately 0.50m in width by 0.16m deep, their fills
(801 & 803) were very similar in composition to the fills of the possible drainage gullies
recorded to the east (701 & 703). No finds were recovered from either of the features in
Trench 8.

Trench 9

Lying to the west of Trench 8 this trench was aligned north-north-east to south-south-
west (Fig. 8). A single shallow ditch (903) was recorded traversing the trench on a
north-west to south-east alignment. It was 0.50m in width by 0.15m deep with a sterile
fill similar to those recorded in the ditches excavated in the adjacent trenches.

Of note was a single post hole (901) situated approximately 15m from the trenches
southern limit (Fig. 8). Post hole 901 was 0.55m in diameter and at least 0.70m deep
(Fig. 15, Section 29). No finds were recovered from its fill (902). Based upon its size it
is suggested that this feature may represent a load bearing element of a structure,
however, given that no other comparable features were observed in the trench it is not
possible to make any further inferences as to the nature of such a structure.

Trench 10

Trench 10 was aligned north-west to south-east and lay close to the centre of the
development area. No archaeological features were recorded.

Trench 11

Trench 11 was situated close to, and parallel with, the western boundary of the
development area. A single shallow ditch (1101) was recorded traversing the trench on
a north-west to south-east alignment contiguous with that of ditch 903, recorded in
Trench 9 and as such may have represented a westwards continuation of the feature. It
was also similar in size at 0.36m in width by 0.10m deep with a single sterile fill (1102).

Trench 12

Trench 12 extended into the north eastern corner of the development area (Fig. 9) on
the same north-east to south-west axis as Trench 5, indeed, a similar pattern of
archaeological remains were recorded in the two trenches.

At the southern end of Trench 12 a ditch (1205) was recorded that continued on a north
easterly trajectory for over 30m (Fig. 15, Section 35). At the opposite end of the trench
a second ditch (1201) (Fig. 15, Section 37) was recorded on the same alignment.
Ditches 1201 and 1205 were both steep and straight sided in profile and approximately
0.70m wide by up to 0.30m deep. They were comparable in profile and dimensions to
the ditches recorded in Trench 5 and it is possible that they represented part of the
same field system.

Approximately 20m from the northern trench limit, a third ditch (1200) was recorded
that was aligned north-west to south-east. This feature was marginally larger than the
other ditches in the trench, at 1.07m in width by 0.40m deep, but had a similar profile
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and sterile fill (1204). This feature may have represented a continuation of ditch 1702 in
Trench 17 and may have been associated with a putative track way identified in Trench
19.

A modern land drain was also recorded in a relatively large cut immediately to the south
of ditch 1200 throughout the trench.

Trench 13

This trench lay on the eastern side of the development area. A single possible furrow
(1302) was recorded in the southern half of the trench.

Trench 14

Trench 14 was aligned north-west to south-east and lay in the central part of the
development area. No archaeological features were recorded.

Trench 15

Situated in the centre of the development area, Trench 15 was aligned north-east to
south-west. A single post hole (1503), 0.30m in diameter by 0.15m deep, was
excavated in the southern part of the trench, no finds were recovered from its fill which
was a naturally derived silty clay. It is possible that this feature represented root
disturbance. Approximately 30m to the north a shallow ditch (1501) was excavated that
was found to contain a modern field drain.

Trench 16

Trench 16 lay on the western side of the development area (Fig. 10). Approximately
12m from the trenches western limit a sizeable ditch (1.20m wide by 0.65m deep) was
recorded on a north to south alignment. The excavated section revealed that there were
at least two phases to the ditch (Fig. 15, Section 32). The latest (1603) was 1.30m wide
and 0.60m deep and had a blackened fill sequence (1600, 1601 & 1602) quite unlike
any of the other features recorded on site (Plate 2). A relatively high frequency of
Roman pottery sherds (totalling 16 sherds) were retrieved from these deposits, which
overwhelmingly dated to the 1st and 2nd century AD and were predominantly examples
of Sandy Grey Ware and Sandy Oxidised Ware (Wadeson, App. B.2). Two sherds of
Gritty Buff ware were also recovered from fill 1601 (Wadeson, App. B.2). Fill 1602 was
of note in that it was concentrated on the eastern side of the ditch and may have
represented the remnants of a bank on that side. In an attempt to clarify this the soil
profiles either side of the ditch were cleaned but no further evidence for banking of
material was visible in the sections, probably as a result of subsequent ploughing.

The earlier phase of the ditch (1605) was shallower at 0.50m and although truncated,
appeared to have a stepped profile (Fig. 15, Section 32). The surviving fill (1604) was
more characteristic of the ditch fills recorded elsewhere on sit in that it was relatively
sterile and no finds were recovered from it.

Lying 5m to the east of the ditch an inhumation (1606) was excavated (Plate 1). The
body was placed in an east to west aligned cut in a supine position with the head to the
west (Fig. 10). The preservation of the skeleton was very poor, as a result of both the
soil conditions and also truncation by ploughing. Only the long bones and elements of
the rib cage survived, all of which were fragmented (Plate 1). Assessment of skeleton
1631 revealed that it was an adult, however further conclusions as to the, precise age,
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sex, physical attributes and pathology were impossible as a result of the poor state of
preservation (Choileain, App. C.1).

Trench 17

Trench 17 was situated in the north-eastern corner of the development area (Fig. 9). A
single shallow ditch (1702) was recorded in the eastern half of the trench, that may
have been a continuation of ditch 1200.

Trench 18

Trench 18 was aligned parallel with the northern boundary of the development area.
Two shallow ditches (1801 & 1803) were recorded crossing the trench. Ditch 1801 was
aligned north to south, whilst ditch 1803 was aligned east-north-east to west-south-
west. Both were on average 0.60m -0.70m wide by up to 0.15m deep and neither
contained any finds.

In the centre of the trench there was a concentration of root disturbance which may
have represented part of a hedge line.

Trench 19

Trench 19 was located in the northern central part of the development area (Fig. 11). It
was located over a crop mark picked up by the aerial photographic survey (Palmer,
2011) and an anomaly interpreted by the geophysical survey as a possible 'former
boundary wall' (Enright 2011).

Upon excavation the feature in question appeared to be a possible track way (Plate 2)
comprising an irregular, mixed layer of chalk and gravel (1911), between 010m and
0.15m thick, that was flanked on either side by shallow ditches (1901 & 1903). These
were between 0.60m and 0.70m in width, no more than 0.24m deep and filled with a
homogeneous deposit (1902 & 1904) entirely devoid of any dating evidence.

Two further archaeological features were recorded within the trench. These comprised
two north-west to south-east aligned ditches (1905 & 1909), the tertiary fill (1908) of the
northernmost ditch (1905) (Fig. 15, Section 35) contained a number of sherds of sandy
coarse ware with combing on the outer surface that was dated from the 1st to 2nd
century AD along with 19 sherds of oxidised coarse ware, also with outer surface
combing, that was dated to the Late Pre-Roman Iron Age (Wadeson, App. B.2).

Ditch 1909 lay to the south and had a very irregular profile in comparison to the
symmetrical U-shaped profile of 1905 (Fig. 15, Section 36).

Trench 20

Trench 20 was situated close to the centre of the development area. A single shallow
ditch (2000) was recorded at the western end of the trench. Ditch 2000 was cut through
the subsoil and it is suggested that it represents a post medieval feature, probably
associated with drainage.

Trench 21

Trench 21 was aligned north-west to south-east and close to the centre of the
development area. No archaeological features were recorded (Fig. 10).
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Trench 22

Three modern ditches were recorded in Trench 22, which was aligned north-east to
south-west and sited close to the western limit of the development area. No
archaeological features were recorded. A modern field drain was recorded at the base
of one of the ditches.

Trench 23

Trench 23 was located in the north-western part of the development area. A number of
modern features were recorded within this trench. Linear features 2301 and 2303 were
very similar in shape and size to the possible track way gullies recorded in Trench 19
(1901 & 1903), although there was no evidence for any metalling lying between the
them, as in Trench 19.

Trench 24

A total of seven linear features were recorded in Trench 23, which lay in the north-
western part of the development area (Fig. 12). Three of these were aligned north to
south (2401, 2408 & 2410). They were all of comparable size at 0.50m in width by
0.10m deep and no finds were recovered from their fills. Two of these gullies continued
southwards into Trench 26 (2401 & 2408).

Two east to west aligned ditches were also excavated. In the northern part of the trench
ditch 2406 was very similar in size and profile to the north to south aligned ditches
described above. Ditch 2412 lay at the southern trench end and was marginally smaller
and with a more gently sloped profile, it was truncated by ditch 2410. No finds were
recovered from these features.

At the northern end of the trench ditch 2402 was aligned east to west and had a
distinctive, stepped profile (Fig. 14, Section 18). It was 1.16m wide by 0.6m deep, the
lower half of the profile had vertical sides and a flat base and this part of the ditch was
filled with large, un-worked stone and flint nodules (Plate 5). These may have been
placed to facilitate drainage or possibly served as packing, although no evidence for
post pipes was observed. Eight sherds of South Gaulish Samian, dating to the late 1st
to early 2nd century were recovered from its fill (Wadeson, App. B.2). This feature was
identified as a possible ditch by the geophysical survey (Enright 2011). Subsequently,
an extra trench was dug 8m to the west, which revealed it to be continuing at that point
on the same alignment.

Lying approximately 2m to the south of this feature was a possible ditch terminus
(2404) that had a distinctive pale, sandy fill (2405) that contained no finds. This feature
entered the trench from the eastern side and terminated less than 0.20m from the
western baulk.

Trench 25

Trench 25 was located in the north-western corner of the development area. Root
disturbance and a possible tree throw (2501) were recorded but no archaeological
features were present.

Trench 26

Trench 26 lay was situated in the north western part of the development area, aligned
north-east to south-west (Fig. 12). Seven post medieval gullies were recorded along the
length of the trench. These were spaced approximately 9m apart and aligned north to
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south. Three of these features were excavated (2601, 2503 & 2607), which revealed
them to be between 0.80m to 0.90m wide by up to 0.20m deep with vertical sides and
flat bases. They were cut from the base of the topsoil and their fills were loose and
mixed, suggesting that they were relatively recent, no finds were recovered.

Approximately 20m from the western trench limit a single, shallow post hole measuring
0.33m in width by 0.12m depth was excavated. It contained a single sterile fill that was
similar in composition to the linear features described above and it is suggested that
this discrete feature was of comparable date.

Trench 27

Trench 27 was located to the north of trench 16, on the same east to west alignment
(Fig. 10). A single ditch (2700) was recorded within this trench and it is suspected,
based on its alignment and shape in section, that this feature represented a
continuation of ditch 1605 from Trench 16 (Fig. 16, Section 54). Ditch 2700 was 1.00m
wide by 0.50m deep with a steep sided, concave based profile filled by three deposits
(2701, 2702 & 2703). The primary fill (2701) contained six sherds of Early Roman
pottery, five of which were from a possible parchment ware jar (Wadeson, App. B.2)
and had a higher frequency of gravel inclusions that it is suspected represent initial
slumping of the sides of the feature. The remaining fills were homogeneous silt clays
with a single sherd of Gritty Buff ware recovered from fill 2702.

A relatively large post hole (2704) was recorded 8m to the west (Fig. 16, Section 55). It
was 0.50m in diameter by 0.40m deep with a single sterile fill (2705). No evidence for a
post pipe or packing was observed and the feature was subsequently 100% excavated
in order to retrieve finds; no finds were recovered.

Approximately half way along the trench a far less substantial post hole (2706) that was
0.25m in diameter and 0.30m deep was excavated. This too had a single fill (2707)
from which no finds or evidence for packing or a post pipe were recorded.

Trench 28

Trench 28 was located towards the eastern part of the site aligned north to south (Fig.
13). A single shallow ditch (2800) containing no finds was recorded 15m from the
southern end of the trench. It was aligned north-west to south-east and had a slightly
irregular profile. The fill of ditch 2800 comprised a mid brown, silt clay from which no
finds were recovered.

Trench 29

This trench intersected with the centre point of Trench 28 on its eastern side to form a
"T' shape (Fig. 13). A single ditch (2900) was recorded in within Trench 29. Ditch 2900
was one of the most substantial features recorded on site (Fig. 16, Section 72). It was
aligned north to south and was not recorded in any of the other trenches in the
immediate vicinity (Trenches 12, 17, 29), suggesting that it changed course somewhere
between the trenches. Ditch 2900 was 1.77/m wide by 0.80m deep and had a
distinctive, almost V shaped profile with a narrow, flat base (Plate 4). Several large flint
nodules were recorded throughout the tertiary fill of the ditch (2903), a mid yellow
brown silt clay, similar to the fill of ditch 2800 in the adjacent trench. The primary fills
(2901 & 2902) probably represent initial silting and weathering of the feature. No finds
were recovered from any of these deposits.
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Trench 30

Trench 30 was situated in the south western part of the development area, close to
Trench 3 (Fig. 5). The archaeological features recorded in this trench were similar in
character to those recorded in Trench 3 and in one case, a continuation of one of the
linear features recorded in Trench 31, located immediately to the south.

Towards the western end of the trench two intercutting features were recorded. Ditch
(3103) was aligned north-east to south-west and had a slightly irregular profile with two
sterile fills (3002 & 3004), from which no finds were recovered. It was truncated by a
suspected medieval furrow on the same alignment (3001).

Lying at the eastern end of the trench was ditch 3005, which was aligned north to
south. This feature was a continuation of ditch 3102 recorded in Trench 31 to the south.
It measured 0.60m in width by 0.20m depth and had a single fill, which contained no
finds.

Trench 31

This trench was located between Trenches 3 and 30 on an east to west alignment (Fig.
5). A series of linear features and two post holes were excavated.

As described above, ditch 3102 was recorded continuing northwards in Trench 31. At
this point it was 1.00m wide and 0.25m deep and contained no finds.

To the east, ditch 3107 was recorded traversing the trench at an acute angle. It was
0.35m wide and 0.14m deep and no finds were recovered from its single fill (3106). A
third linear feature (3111) was recorded to the east immediately adjacent to and running
parallel with a modern field drain. Gully 3111 was 0.30m wide and 0.10m deep with
steep sides and a wide, flat base. This may have represented a modern drainage
feature.

Post hole 3105 was not fully exposed within the trench, continuing beyond the southern
baulk 5m to the east of ditch 3102. It was 0.20m in diameter and 0.13m deep and
contained two fills (3102 & 3104). The uppermost fill, 3103, may have represented the
base of a post pipe but subsequent truncation of the feature precludes further, more
certain interpretation. Post hole 3109 (Fig. 14, Section 12) lay immediately to the west
of feature 3111, it was marginally more substantial than post hole 3105 at 0.30m
diameter and 0.27m depth, but no evidence for a post pipe or any packing were
observed in its fill (3108). Neither of the post holes contained any finds.

Finds Summary

Metalwork (Appendix B.1)

Two residual metal finds were recovered from the topsoil. The first was a Cu alloy coin
dated to the medieval period. The second was a fragment of undated pewter plate.

Roman Pottery (Appendix B.2)

A relatively small assemblage of primarily Early Roman was recovered, along with
smaller quantities of Late pre Roman Iron Age pottery representative of earlier
settlement activity nearby. The assemblage is typical of a utilitarian domestic
assemblage recovered from low order settlements within this region
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Human skeletal remains (Appendix C.1)

A single adult inhumation was recorded in Trench 16 (skeleton 1631). It was in poor
condition and was very badly fragmented (Plate 1). As a result there is limited potential
to obtain information regarding their sex, age at death, and physical attributes.

Animal bone (Appendix C.2)

A very small, fragmented assemblage of animal bone comprising thirteen fragments
totalling 62g, were recovered. Two fragments of large mammal rib were recorded but
none were identifiable to species.

Environmental samples (Appendix C.3)

The environmental samples taken from the site were devoid of plant remains. This was
unexpected as both carbonised and waterlogged plant remains were recovered from
the excavations at Cambourne (Wright et al, 2009).

Small quantities of animal bone were recovered from a few deposits but it would
appear that none of features were used for the disposal of burnt culinary waste or
hearth material.
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Introduction

The evaluation revealed archaeological features, primarily associated with land division
and possibly drainage, across most of the development site. However, in three areas —
close to the southern (Trenches 1, 3, 4, 9, 30 & 31) and eastern (Trenches 5, 12, 13, 19
& 29) site boundaries and the north western (Trenches 16, 24 & 27) part of the site -
there did appear to be an increased density of archaeological activity, most of which
dated to the Early Roman period.

Prehistoric settlement

In the southern part of the development site a number of shallow linear features aligned
east to west were recorded (401, 403 & 606). These had sterile fills and in the absence
of any finds evidence it is tentatively suggested that they may represent the remnants
of Prehistoric field systems.

Further evidence for possible Prehistoric activity came in the form of the section of
curvilinear gully (319) recorded in the eastern end of Trench 3 (Fig. 5). It is possible
that this feature represents a roundhouse gully, which may suggest the presence of
Pre-Roman settlement remains in this part of the site. This feature may be a
continuation of the putative lron Age settlement features identified by crop marks
immediately to the south (Fig. 2) and the locale is a known area of Late Iron Age
settlement; excavations to the east at Lower Cambourne recorded a number of
roundhouses within an enclosed settlement (Wright et al 2009).

Romano-British Field Systems and/or Settlement

Close to the southern site boundary were a series of ditches, broadly aligned south-
east to north-west and south-west to north-east (309, 317 & 3102). Where they did
contain pottery it was found to date overwhelmingly to the Early Roman period.
Towards the east of the site a similarly increased density of boundary and enclosure
ditches (509, 510, 1201, 1205, 1905 & 2900) were recorded and these may represent a
continuation of the settlement activity recorded to the east at Lower Cambourne (ECB
172 & 1252).

Overall the quantities and nature of the pottery recovered from across the site were
indicative of proximity to a settlement, however few discrete features, which might also
indicate domestic activity, were recorded. Of these post hole 901, excavated in Trench
8, was of note on account of its depth (at least 0.70m), which would make it large
enough to represent a structural element (Fig. 15, Section 29).

The Roman features recorded in the western part of the site were relatively distinctive.
Ditch 1603 (Fig. 15, Section 32) had a blackened fill sequence quite unlike any of the
other features recorded on site, unfortunately, the environmental samples taken from
this feature did not produce any charcoal or indicators as to the reason for this
(Fosberry, App. B.3). The relatively high frequency of Early Roman pottery sherds
retrieved from this feature and situation of grave 1606 close to this sizeable boundary
feature (Fig. 10) are also interesting, and may suggest that this feature marked a
settlement boundary. To the north-west, ditch 2402 (Fig. 14, Section 18) with its
stepped profile and the imported Samian recovered from its fill are also suggestive of
increased activity in this part of the site. The large quantities of stone recorded in this
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feature (Plate 5) may be related to a drainage function or possibly packing around
structural elements, such as a palisade.

Possible Trackway

The aerial photographic survey (Palmer, 2011), and the geophysical survey (Enright
2011) recorded an anomaly aligned north-west to south-east (Fig. 2). In Trench 19 this
feature appeared to be part of a possible track way (Plate 1). The putative surfacing
(1911) was uneven and had quite possibly been subject to plough damage. It was
undated, no finds were recovered from this layer (1911) or its associated ditches (1901
& 1903), and no Old Maps were available for the development site that would aid its
interpretation.

Comparable ditches were recorded crossing its projected line in Trench 12 (1200), 17
(1702) and 23 (2301 & 2303) (Fig. 3). The interpretation of this feature in the
geophysical survey report as a possible boundary wall (Enright 2011) (Fig. 2) would
seem to support its interpretation as a feature with a structural element.

Significance

It is clear that there was activity on the site from probably the Late Pre-Roman Iron Age
to the end of the 2nd century AD. This was comparable with the excavations to the east
at Cambourne, which noted a sharp decline in activity during the latter part of the 2nd
century (Wright et al 2009). The presence of a possible ring gully might suggest earlier,
prehistoric occupation of the site (Fig.5).

The features and relatively small finds assemblages recorded by the evaluation appear
to be characteristic of Roman field systems, possibly associated with settlements to the
east and south or perhaps even a previously unrecorded settlement (Wadeson, App.
B.2). Whilst the preservation of environmental material on site is undoubtedly very poor,
it may be that the barren environmental samples indicate that the development area lay
outside areas where crop processing took place. At Lower Cambourne evidence for the
cultivation of spelt wheat and crop processing was recorded (Wright et al 2009) and
the evaluation at Wintringham Park, St Neots to the west, noted variations in the
recovery of environmental material that may have related to proximity to areas of
settlement (Phillips, 2009). The presence of an inhumation in the western part of the
site is also suggestive of activity at the limit of a settlement.

Recommendations

Recommendations for any future work based upon this report will be made by the
County Archaeology Office.
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AprPENDIX A. TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY
Trench 1
General description Orientation NW-SE
Avg. depth (m) 0.58
Trench Ioceted in So_uth east corner of development area. Low level Width (m) 19
archaeological remains and furrows recorded.
Length (m) 100
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
100 Cut 0.92 0.28 |Cut of Ditch - -
101 Fill 0.92 0.15 |Fill of Ditch Pottery Early Roman-
102 Fill 0.92 0.13 | Fill of Ditch - -
103 Cut 0.52 0.12 | Cut of Ditch/furrow - -
104 Fill 0.52 0.12 | Fill of Ditch/furrow - -
105 Cut 1.05 0.43 | Cut of Ditch/furrow - -
106 Fill 1.05 0.43 | Fill of Ditch/furrow - -
107 Cut 0.61 0.08 |Cut of pit - -
108 Fill 0.61 0.08 |Fill of pit - -
109 Cut 0.54 0.1 Cut of Ditch/furrow - -
110 Fill 0.54 0.1 Fill of Ditch/furrow - -
111 Cut 0.39 0.12 | Cut of Ditch/furrow - -
112 Fill 0.39 0.12 | Fill of Ditch/furrow - -
113 Cut 0.71 0.15 |Cut of Ditch/furrow - -
114 Fill 0.71 0.15 | Fill of Ditch/furrow - -
Trench 2
General description Orientation NE-SW
Avg. depth (m) 0.61
Pench located in South east corner of development area. Adjoins Width (m) 19
rench 1 at southern end. Low level archaeological remains recorded.
Length (m) 100
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
200 Cut 0.47 0.16 | Cut of Ditch - -
201 Fill 0.47 0.16 |Fill of Ditch - -
202 Cut 0.61 0.36 |Cut of Ditch - -
203 Fill 0.61 0.36 |Fill of Ditch - -
Trench 3
General description Orientation NW-SE
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Avg. depth (m) 0.50m
Trench located in south-west corner of development area. Possible Width (m) 1.90m
Iron Age and Roman features excavated throughout.
Length (m) 100
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
300 Layer - - Topsoil - -
301 Layer - - Subsail - -
302 Fill - - Fill of Ditch - -
303 Cut 0.38 0.13 |Cut of Ditch - -
304 Fill Fill of Ditch Pot Early Roman-
305 Fill Fill of Ditch - -
306 Fill Fill of Ditch - -
307 Fill Fill of Ditch - -
308 Fill Fill of Ditch - -
309 Cut 1.2 0.35 |Cut of Ditch - -
310 Fill Fill of Ditch - -
31 Fill Fill of Ditch - -
312 Fill Fill of Ditch - -
313 Cut 1.5 0.5 Cut of Ditch - -
314 Fill Fill of Ditch - -
315 Fill Fill of Ditch Pot Early Roman-
316 Fill Fill of Ditch - -
317 Cut 1.2 0.25 | Cut of Ditch - -
318 Fill Fill of Ditch - -
319 Cut 0.15 0.05 |Cut of Ditch - -
Trench 4
General description Orientation NE-SW
_ ) Avg. depth (m) 0.55

e oo 1 e cont par of developmentarea. g ()

Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
400 Cut 0.4 0.1 Fill of Ditch - -
401 Fill 0.4 0.1 Cut of Ditch - -
402 Cut 0.8 0.25 |Fill of Ditch Pot Early Roman
403 Fill 0.8 0.25 |Cut of Ditch - -
Trench 5
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General description Orientation NE-SW
Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Ié)czg:\tlzczeadl(;r;gnzalsetr?gt\hedge of development area. Boundary features Width (m) 19
Length (m) 100
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
500 Fill 0.74 0.35 |Fill of Ditch - -
501 Cut 0.74 0.35 |Cut of Ditch - -
502 Fill 0.6 0.4 | Fill of Ditch - -
503 Cut 0.6 0.4 | Cut of Ditch - -
504 Cut 0.74 0.33 | Cut of Ditch - -
505 Fill 0.74 0.33 |Fill of Ditch - -
506 Cut 0.5 0.32 |Cut of Ditch - -
507 Cut 0.5 0.32 |Cut of Ditch - -
508 Cut 0.95 0.37 | Cut of Ditch - -
509 Fill 0.95 0.37 | Fill of Ditch - -
510 Cut 1.12 0.47 |Cut of Ditch - -
511 Fill 1.12 0.47 |Fill of Ditch - -
Trench 6
General description Orientation NW-SE
. Avg. depth (m) 0.55
'rl;::ir:]cI:; Fl)%(;?tr(;cé (Ijri]e?/ztljltnk;irdnef:rt of development area. Features Width (m) 19
Length (m) 100
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
600 Cut 1.64 0.45 |Cut of Ditch - -
601 Fill 1.64 0.45 |Fill of Ditch - -
602 Fill 1.19 0.26 |Fill of Ditch - -
603 Fill 1.64 0.11  |Fill of Ditch - -
604 Cut 0.66 0.23 |Cut of Ditch - -
605 Fill 0.66 0.23 |Fill of Ditch - -
606 Cut 0.63 0.15 |Cut of Ditch - -
607 Fill 0.63 0.15 |Fill of Ditch - -
608 Cut 0.81 0.26 |Cut of Ditch - -
609 Fill 0.81 0.26 |Fill of Ditch Pot Early Roman
Trench 7
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General description Orientation NE-SW
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Adjoins Trench 6 at its southern end. Two shallow gullies recorded Width (m) 1.9
Length (m) 51
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
700 Cut 0.29 0.1 Cut of Gully - -
701 Fill 0.29 0.1 Fill of Gully - -
702 Cut 0.32 0.1 Cut of Gully - -
703 Fill 0.32 0.1 Fill of Gully - -
Trench 8
General description Orientation NE-SW
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Situated in the south central part of site. Two shallow gullies Width (m) 19
recorded.
Length (m) 100
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
800 Cut 0.46 0.12 | Cut of Gully - -
801 Fill 0.46 0.12 | Fill of Gully - -
802 Cut 0.56 0.16 | Cut of Gully - -
403 Fill 0.56 0.16 | Fill of Gully - -
Trench 9
General description Orientation NE-SW
_ _ . Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Iégé:::tgctielg south western part of site. Large post hole and small ditch Width (m) 19
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
900 Cut 0.55 >7 | Cut of Post hole - -
901 Fill 0.55 >.7 |Fill of Post hole - -
902 Cut 0.5 0.15 |Cut of Ditch - -
903 Fill 0.5 0.15 | Fill of Ditch - -
Trench 10
General description Orientation NW-SE
Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Blank Trench Width (m) 1.9
Length (m) 50
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Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1000 Layer - 0.38 |Topsoil - -
1001 Layer - 0.31 | Subsoil - -
1002 Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 11
General description Orientation NE-SW
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Trench recorded along western site boundary. Single ditch recorded Width (m) 19
at southern end of trench
Length (m) 100
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1100 Cut 0.36 0.1 Cut of Gully - -
1101 Fill 0.36 0.1 Fill of Gully - -
Trench 12
General description Orientation NE-SW
Avg. depth (m) 0.6
If_eoactitreei Zl)?cnagvgto;r(tjhéle:;;el;nnZ?hge of development area. Boundary Width (m) 19
Length (m) 100
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1200 Cut 1.07 0.4 | Cut of Ditch - -
1201 Cut 0.69 0.33 |Cut of Ditch - -
1202 Fill 0.68 0.12 | Fill of Ditch - -
1203 Fill 0.69 0.22 | Fill of Ditch - -
1204 Cut 1.07 0.4 | Cut of Ditch - -
1205 Fill 0.72 0.25 |Fill of Ditch - -
1206 Cut 0.72 0.25 |Cut of Ditch - -
1207 Fill 1.07 0.36 | Fill of Ditch - -
1208 Cut 1.07 0.36 | Cut of Ditch - -
Trench 13
General description Orientation N-S
. _ _ Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Iég((::::r/eactieén north-eastern part of development area. Single ditch Width (m) 19
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context ‘ type ‘ Width ‘ Depth ‘ comment finds date
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no (m) (m)

1300 Fill 1.1 0.1 Fill of Ditch - -

1301 Cut 1.1 0.1 Cut of Ditch - -

Trench 14

General description Orientation NW-SE
Avg. depth (m) 0.59

Blank Trench Width (m) 1.9
Length (m) 50

Contexts

context type Width | Depth comment finds date

no (m) (m)

1400 Layer - 0.29 |Topsoil - -

1401 Layer - 0.3 Subsail - -

1402 Layer - - Natural - -

Trench 15

General description Orientation NE-SW
Avg. depth (m) 0.6

;’rench 15 was Iocgted in the centre of the development area. A post Width (m) 19

ole and modern ditch were excavated.

Length (m) 100

Contexts

context type Width | Depth comment finds date

no (m) (m)

1500 Cut 1.4 0.5 | Fill of Ditch - -

1501 Fill 1.4 0.5 | Cut of Ditch - -

1502 Cut 0.3 0.15 |Cut of Post hole - -

1503 Fill 0.3 0.15 |Fill of Post hole - -

Trench 16

General description Orientation NW-SE

Trench 16 was located in the central western part of the Avg. depth (m) 06

development area. Two boundary ditches and an east to west Width (m) 1.9

orientated inhumation were recorded. Length (m) 100

Contexts

context type Width | Depth comment finds date

no (m) (m)

1600 Fill - - Fill of Ditch Pot Early Roman

1601 Fill - - Fill of Ditch Pot Early Roman

1602 Fill - - Fill of Ditch Pot Early Roman

1603 Cut 1.3 0.6 | Cut of Ditch - -

1604 Fill - - Fill of Ditch - -

1605 Cut 1 0.5 | Cut of Ditch - -
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1206 Cut 1.7 0.2 | Cut of burial - -
1631 HSR - - Human Skeletal Remains - -
1632 Fill - - Fill of burial - -
Trench 17
General description Orientation E-W
. . Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Iaﬁtczﬁt:)c(icgvr;?:;-eastern part of development area. Single undated Width (m) 19
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1700 Fill Fill of Ditch - -
1701 Cut Cut of Ditch - -
1702 Layer Topsoil - -
1503 Layer Subsail - -
Trench 18
General description Orientation NW-SE
. . Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Iaﬁgﬁtgs(;gvg?:(?-eastem part of development area. Single undated Width (m) 19
Length (m) 100
Contexts
context type Width Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1801 Cut 0.71 0.13 |Cut of Ditch - -
1802 Fill 0.71 0.13 | Fill of Ditch - -
1803 Cut 0.6 0.14 |Cut of Ditch - -
1804 Fill 0.6 0.14 | Fill of Ditch - -
Trench 19
General description Orientation NE-SW
Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Loca.ted in north-eastern part of dev_elopment area. Ditches and _ Width (m) 19
possible track way recorded. One ditch dated to Early Roman period.
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
1901 Cut 0.68 0.24 |Cut of Ditch - -
1902 Fill 0.68 0.24 |Fill of Ditch - -
1903 Cut 0.58 0.22 |Cut of Ditch - -
1904 Fill 0.58 0.22 |Fill of Ditch - -
1905 Cut 0.86 0.44 |Cut of Ditch - -
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1906 Fill - 0.1 Fill of Ditch - -
1907 Fill - 0.7 | Cut of Ditch - -
1908 Fill - 0.6 | Fill of Ditch Pot LPRIA/ERB
1909 Cut 0.74 0.23 |Cut of Ditch - -
1910 Fill 0.74 0.23 |Fill of Ditch - -
1911 Layer 2.6 0.33 |Possible track way surface - -
Trench 20
General description Orientation NW-SE
Avg. depth (m) 0.6
'grench 20 was Iocated_ in the central n_orthern part of the Width (m) 19
evelopment area. A single undated ditch was excavated
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
2000 Cut 0.54 0.3 | Fill of Ditch - -
2001 Fill 0.54 0.3 | Cut of Ditch - -
2002 Layer - 0.25 |Topsoil - -
2003 Layer - 0.3 Subsail - -
Trench 21
General description Orientation NW-SE
_ _ . Avg. depth (m) 0.3
:‘_eoaciiii_lgT?ngggrn\l]\‘/iﬁctjec:?a?:sﬂ of the site. No archaeological Width (m) 19
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
2100 Layer - 0.15 | Topsoil - -
2101 Layer - 0.15 |Subsoil - -
2102 Layer - - Natural - -
Trench 22
General description Orientation NE-SW
_ _ . Avg. depth (m) 0.5
:r'eoaiitrii_lgTﬁ]g?j:?nmﬁéeé?a?f: of the site. No archaeological Width (m) 19
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
2201 Fill 0.93 0.39 | Fill of modern Ditch - -
2202 Cut 0.93 0.39 |Cut of modern Ditch - -
2203 Fill 0.95 0.3 | Fill of modern Ditch - -
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2204 | Cut | 095 | 03 |Cutofmodem Ditch - -
Trench 23
General description Orientation NE-SW
_ . _ Avg. depth (m) 0.45
)Iz?;:gge;r:nﬁ’gg gfar’itzsrn part of the site. No archaeological features. 4 Width (m) 19
Length (m) 100
Contexts
context type Width Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
2300 Fill 0.8 0.18 | Fill of modern Ditch - -
2301 Cut 0.8 0.18 |Cut of modern Ditch - -
2302 Fill 0.75 0.18 | Fill of modern Ditch - -
2303 Cut 0.75 0.18 |Cut of modern Ditch - -
2304 Cut 0.9 0.3 | Cut of modern Ditch - -
2305 Fill 0.9 0.3 | Fill of modern Ditch - -
2306 Cut 0.71 0.27 | Cut of modern Ditch - -
2307 Fill 0.71 0.27 | Fill of modern Ditch - -
Trench 24
General description Orientation NE-SW
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
_Locatgd in the north wegtern part pf the si’Fe. 7 x linear features Width (m) 21
including one that contained Gaulish Samian were excavated.
Length (m) 100
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
2400 Fill 0.95 0.2 Fill of Ditch - -
2401 Cut 0.95 0.2 | Cut of Ditch - -
2402 Cut 1.2 0.6 | Cut of Ditch - -
2403 Fill 1.2 0.6 Fill of Ditch Pot Early Roman
2404 Cut 1 0.3 | Cut of Ditch - -
2405 Fill 1 0.3 | Fill of Ditch - -
2406 Cut 1 0.25 |Cut of Ditch - -
2407 Fill 1 0.25 |Fill of Ditch - -
2408 Cut 1 0.3 | Cut of Ditch - -
2409 Fill 1 0.3 | Fill of Ditch - -
2410 Cut - - Cut of Ditch - -
2411 Fill - - Fill of Ditch - -
2412 Cut - - Cut of Ditch - -
2413 Fill - - Fill of Ditch - -
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Trench 25
General description Orientation NW-SE
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Blank Trench Width (m) 1.9
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
2500 Cut 0.51 0.17 | Cut of tree throw - -
2501 Fill 0.51 0.17 | Fill of tree throw - -
2502 Layer - 0.25 |Topsoail - -
2003 Layer - 0.3 | Subsoil - -
Trench 26
General description Orientation NE-SW
. . Avg. depth (m) 0.55
I;gga;escil r:gléhgor;?rﬁgl\éveesxtce;caa:;t of the site. 3 x furrows recorded Width (m) 19
Length (m) 100
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
2600 Fill 0.9 0.3 | Fill of furrow - -
2601 Cut 0.9 0.3 Cut of furrow - -
2602 Fill 0.9 0.2 | Fill of furrow - -
2603 Cut 0.9 0.2 Cut of furrow - -
2604 Fill 0.25 0.1 Fill of Post hole - -
2605 Cut 0.25 0.1 Cut of Post hole - -
2606 Fill 0.9 0.25 |Fill of furrow - -
2607 Cut 0.9 0.25 |Cut of furrow - -
Trench 27
General description Orientation E-W
. 3 Avg. depth (m) 0.55
IISci)tc(:;teacri] énzvieggesrtnh%?ertsoefxiz\\/glto;%ment area. 1 x Romano British Width (m) 19
Length (m) 75
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
2700 Cut 1 0.55 |Cut of Ditch - -
2701 Fill - 0.12 |Fill of Ditch Pot ERB-
2702 Fill - 0.25 |Fill of Ditch - -
2703 Fill 0.18 |Fill of Ditch - -
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2704 Cut Cut of Post hole - -
2705 Fill Fill of Post hole - -
2706 Cut Cut of Post hole - -
2707 Fill Fill of Post hole - -
Trench 28
General description Orientation NW-SE
_ . . Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Ié)c()((::::[g(:elg the north-east part of the site. 1 x undated ditch Width (m) 19
Length (m) 75
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
2800 Cut 0.49 0.15 | Cut of Ditch - -
2801 Fill 0.49 0.15 | Fill of Ditch - -
Trench 29
General description Orientation NE-SW
Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Adjoined centre of ditch 28. 1 x large undated ditch excavated Width (m) 1.9
Length (m) 50
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
2900 Cut 1.75 0.79 |Cut of Ditch - -
2901 Fill 0.32 0.04 |Fill of Ditch - -
2902 Fill 0.36 0.05 |Fill of Ditch - -
2903 Fill 1.74 0.74 |Fill of Ditch - -
Trench 30
General description Orientation NW-SE
Avg. depth (m) 0
;I'rench located in south-west corner of development area. Possible Width (m) 19
ron Age and Roman features excavated throughout.
Length (m) 25
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
3000 Fill 0.8 0.2 | Fill of furrow - -
3001 Cut 0.8 0.2 Cut of furrow - -
3002 Fill 1.1 0.3 | Fill of Ditch - -
3003 Cut 1.1 0.5 | Cut of Ditch - -
3004 Fill 0.4 0.5 | Fill of Ditch - -
3005 Cut 0.58 0.22 |Cut of Ditch - -
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3006 Fill | 058 | 0.22 Fill of Ditch - -
Trench 31
General description Orientation E-W
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Trench located in south-west corner of development area. Possible Width (m) 19
Iron Age and Roman features excavated throughout.
Length (m) 75
Contexts
context type Width | Depth comment finds date
no (m) (m)
3100 Fill 0.8 0.2 | Fill of Ditch - -
3101 Fill 1 0.35 |Fill of Ditch - -
3102 Cut 1 0.35 |Cut of Ditch - -
3103 Fill 0.5 0.2 |Fill of Post hole - -
3104 Fill 0.5 0.25 | Fill of Post hole - -
3105 Cut 0.5 0.25 |Cut of Post hole - -
3106 Fill 0.3 0.15 | Fill of Ditch - -
3107 Cut 0.3 0.15 |Cut of Ditch - -
3108 Fill 0.3 0.25 |Fill of Post hole - -
3109 Cut 0.3 0.25 |Cut of Post hole - -
3110 Fill 0.25 0.1 Fill of Ditch - -
3111 Cut 0.25 0.1 Cut of Ditch - -

AprpPenDIX B. FiNDs ReEPORTS

B.1 Metalwork

By Chris Faine

Introduction and methodology
B.1.1 Three metal small finds were recovered from the evaluation.

B.1.2 Small find 1 is a copper alloy medieval “long-cross” penny (diameter: 17.7mm). Both
inscriptions are illegible, as the obverse design. However, the design of the reverse
(long cross pattée with quatrefoil at centre and three pellets in each quarter), indicates a
later denomination introduced by Edward the First in 1279 (Seaby, 1996. p.99).
However the resulting design was used up till the reign of Henry VI (1421-1471).

B.1.3 Small find 2 is a fragment of pewter plate including portions of a shallow rim. Length:
39.3mm Width: 20.2mm. Small find 3 is iron nail with rectangular profile. (Length:
36.7mm).
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B.2 The Late pre Roman Iron Age, Early Roman and Romano-British Pottery

B.2.1

B.2.2

B.2.3

B.2.4

B.2.5

B.2.6

B.2.7

By Stephen Wadeson

Introduction and methodology

A total of seventy five sherds, weighing 0.527kg were recovered during the excavation
of evaluation trenches at Cambourne Secondary School, Cambridgeshire (CBN CSS
11). This is predominantly a early Roman assemblage in addition to which a small
amount of Late pre Roman Iron Age (LPRIA) and Romano-British pottery was identified
also (Table 1).

The assemblage is small and fragmentary with majority of the sherds abraded with little
evidence for surface finishes or residues surviving. Small fragment sizes such as these
indicate high levels of post-depositional disturbance possibly the result of ploughing or
middening during the Roman and/or post Roman periods. As a result the pottery has an
average sherd weight of only c¢.7g suggesting that the majority of the sherds were not
found within their site of primary deposition.

Ceramic Period Sherd Count | Weight (kg) Weight (%) MSW (g)

LPRIA 19 0.106 20.1 5.6
Early Roman 52 0.407 77.2 7.8
Romano-British 4 0.014 2.6 3.5
Total 75 0.527 100 7.0

Table 1: Quantity and weight of pottery by ceramic period

Methodology

The assemblage was examined in accordance with the guidelines set down by the
Study Group for Roman Pottery (Webster 1976; Darling 2004; Willis 2004). The total
assemblage was studied and a preliminary catalogue was prepared. The sherds were
examined using a magnifying lens (x10 magnification) and were divided into fabric
groups defined on the basis of inclusion types present. The fabric codes are descriptive
and abbreviated by the main letters of the title (Sandy grey ware = SGW) vessel form
was also recorded.

The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate
county stores in due course.

Quantification

All sherds have been counted, classified and weighed to the nearest whole gram.
Decoration and abrasion were also noted and a spot date has been provided for each
individual sherd and context.

The Late Pre Roman Iron Age Pottery

Excavations produced nineteen, abraded sherds (¢.20% by weight) of Late pre Roman
Iron Age (MC1BC-MC1AD) pottery from a single grog tempered vessel of undiagnostic
form. Recovered from the fill of ditch 1905 (Trench 19), fabrics such as these are typical
of LPRIA/Transitional assemblages from the region and most probably represent
manufacturing at a local level.

Initially produced using Iron Age fabrics and technologies (hand made/bonfired pottery)
the LPRIA pottery can be distinguished from earlier Iron Age vessels by the adoption of
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B.2.9

B.2.10

B.2.11

B.2.12

B.2.13
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more Romanised forms (such as the wide mouthed carinated jar) (Lyons and Percival
2004). While no specific vessel type could be identified it is most likely that the
assemblage consists of a single utilitarian coarse ware vessel, decorated with combed
surfaces.

Representative of an earlier phase of settlement activity on or near to the current site of
excavation, LPRIA pottery is rarely found by itself and is frequently found with Later Iron
Age and Roman material, confirming it is contemporary with both types of pottery.

The Early Roman Pottery

A total of 52 sherds (c.77% by weight), of early Roman pottery was recovered during
excavation. The majority of the assemblage is of an utilitarian nature with locally
produced domestic coarse wares, predominantly sandy oxidised, Gritty Buff wares
(c.33% by weight) accounting for the majority of the material recovered. This is a white-
to-pale yellow fabric (Cameron 1996, 449) with significant amounts of quartz, giving it a
gritty appearance. This pottery is rarely decorated and is nearly always found fumed or
sooted, suggesting it was a utilitarian form that was frequently used for cooking. This
ware is visually identical to 1st and early 2nd century Verulamium white ware (Tyers
1996, 199-201), but is known to have been produced into the 2nd and 3rd centuries in
the Northampton region and at Godmanchester in Cambridgeshire (Martin and Wallis
2006, 3.7.1, iii and iv). This fabric went out of fashion before the end of the Roman
period (Lyons 2010).

In addition a significant amount of Sandy Grey wares were identified accounting for
(c.19% by weight) of the assemblage. The Early Roman period was the first era in
which fully Romanised Sandy Grey wares were manufactured and pottery of this type is
common in most domestic assemblages in this region throughout the Roman period.

The earliest of these grey wares can be referred to as 'proto' sandy grey wares (¢.69%)
and was due to the variable consistency and colour of the fabrics produced at the time.
This was the result of poor clay preparation and firing technology during the 1st and
early 2nd century before the use of both the fast wheel and the semi-permanent kiln
became widespread (Swan 1984).

A small quantity of fine ware material (¢.2% by weight) was recovered also and consists
of several fragments from the base of a Drag. 18 plate (¢. AD70-110). Produced at La
Graufesenque, South Gaul (Tomber and Dore 1998, 28) the early date of the pottery
assemblage should not preclude the presence of samian as it was common in most
areas of southern Britain from the mid to later part of the 1st century AD (Tyers 1999,
107, fig 91). The lack of imported wares on rural sites is typical of low order settlements
in the region (Evans 2003, 105).

The Romano-British Pottery

The four remaining sherds, (¢.3% by weight) are not closely datable and have been
given a broad date of mid 1st century to the 4th century AD. It is likely however that
these sherds are contemporary with the rest of the assemblage and are of an overall
similar date, mid 1st century to mid/late 2nd century AD.
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B.2.15

B.2.16

B.2.17

B.2.18

Discussion

This is a relatively small assemblage which although containing pottery from several
periods is primarily Early Roman in date. Alongside this material is a small quantity of
Late pre Roman Iron Age pottery representing an earlier phase of settlement activity
nearby.

Consistent with other Roman sites in the surrounding area the assemblage is typical of
a utilitarian domestic assemblage recovered from low order settlements within this
region (Evans 2003, 105). Although not the focus of a settlement itself the small number
of sherds recovered from site and their condition would suggest there is an as yet un-
located Romano-British settlement or farmstead near to the area of excavation.

Statement of Potential

This preliminary assessment has shown the assemblage has potential to answer a
range of local and regional research aims. A more detailed analysis of this assemblage
combined with the results of future excavations would undoubtedly allow us to increase
our knowledge of pottery manufacture, use, trade and exchange in this area during the
Romano- British period.

Further Work and Methods Statement

No further work is necessary on the assemblage unless further archaeological work
takes place at the site. In the event of further work, the assemblage should be
integrated into any future assessment and/or analysis.

Sampling Bias

The open area excavation was carried out by hand and selection made through
standard sampling strategies on a feature by feature basis. There are not expected to
be any inherent biases. Where bulk samples have been processed for environmental
and artefactual remains, there has also been some recovery of pottery. These are small
quantities of abraded sherds and have not been quantified, and serious bias is not likely
to result.

AprrPENDIX C. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS

C.1 Assessment of the Human Skeletal Remains

C.1.1

By Zoe Ui Choileain

Introduction

This report presents the results of an assessment of a single skeleton (1631) recovered
from grave cut 1630 during excavations at the site of CBNCSS11 in Cambourne. The
skeleton had been placed in the grave in an west - east alignment with the head being
at the west end. The remains were in an extended supine position and were badly
truncated with the thorax region and head being entirely missing. No grave goods were
recovered with which to date the skeleton. The aims of the assessment were as follows:

To evaluate the potential of the material for recording anthropological information such
as age, sex and stature.

To explore the potential of the remains to provide palaeopathological information.

To give recommendations for further analysis.
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Methodology

C.1.2 The remains were assessed in accordance with national guidelines set out by Mays et
al. (2005) and with reference to standard protocols for examining human skeletal
remains from archaeological sites (Brickley and McKinley, 2004; Buikstra and Ubelaker,
1994; Cox and Mays, 2000). Completeness and condition were explored and
provisional observations relating to sex and age estimation were made

C.1.3 The potential to make more precise estimates of age and sex during future, detailed
examination, was explored by assessing the availability of diagnostic features, primarily
in the pelvis, skull and mandible for sex estimation, and pelvis and dentition for adult
age estimation.

C.1.4 The skeleton was also assessed for its potential to yield information on the physical
attributes of the individual, in particular, their stature, build, but also information on non-
metric traits.

C.1.5 Any dental conditions, pathology or bony abnormalities were noted in passing.
Particular attention was given to the presence of any unusual conditions that might
require detailed specialist examination and/or the application of analytical techniques,
such as radiography and histology.

Results

C.1.6 The results are summarised in the table below
Skeleton |burial Orientation* |Age Sex Pathologies
number type/position
1631 extended, supine |W-E Adult |unknown

Table one: Inhumation results
*Position of the skull referred to first

C.1.7 The skeleton was < 25% complete with only the arms, legs and some small fragments
of pelvis remaining. The condition of the skeleton was assessed as grade 4 after
McKinley (2004, 16) This means that all of the bone surface is affected by erosive
action but the general profile of the bone has been maintained. In addition,non of the
bones had remained intact.

C.1.8 Due to the highly fragmentary nature of the skull there is no potential for recording the
cranial or prostcranial measurements that are recorded in standard full analyses of
archaeological human remains (for example see Brickley and McKinley, 2004)

C.1.9 No traits that would allow the sex of the individual to be estimated were present.

C.1.10 The epiphyses on all bones had fused indicating that skeleton 1631 was an adult. The
poor preservation of the skeleton means that it will not be possible in this case to
estimate a more precise age.

C.1.11 Little pathology was observed during the rapid assessment, this was primarily due to
the poor condition of the bone.

Statement of potential and recommendation for further work
C.1.12 Overall skeleton 1631 was in poor condition and was very badly fragmented. This

means that there is limited potential to obtain information regarding their sex, age at
death, and physical attributes (stature and build).
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C.1.13 Given the poor preservation levels it is not considered necessary for further analysis to

be undertaken. It is however recommended that the bones are sent for C14 dating in
order to determine a date for the burial.

C.2 Animal Bone

C.21

By Chris Faine

Results

Sixty-two grams of animal bone were recovered from the evaluation at Cambourne
Secondary School. Thirteen fragments were recovered, none being identifiable to
species. Two fragments of large mammal rib were recovered from context 106.

C.3 Environmental samples

C.3.1

C.3.2

C.3.3

C.34

By Rachel Fosberry

Introduction and methods

Twenty-eight bulk samples were taken from features within the evaluated areas of the
site for Cambourne Secondary School in order to assess the quality of preservation of
plant remains and their potential to provide useful data as part of further archaeological
investigations. Features sampled are predominantly dated to the Iron Age and Roman
period.

Ten litres of each bulk sample and the total volume (up to forty litres) of grave samples
were processed by water flotation (using a modified Siraff three-tank system) for the
recovery of charred plant remains, dating evidence and any other artefactual evidence
that might be present. The flot was collected in a 0.3mm nylon mesh and the residue
was washed through a 0.5mm sieve. Both flot and residue were allowed to air dry. The
dried residue was passed through 5mm and 2mm sieves and a magnet was dragged
through each resulting fraction prior to sorting for artefacts. Any artefacts present were
noted and reintegrated with the hand-excavated finds. The flot was examined under a
binocular microscope at x16 magnification.

Results

All of the samples were devoid of plant remains other than modern rootlets and straw.
The residues did not contain any finds other than human skeletal remains which were
retrieved from the grave samples.

Discussion

It is unusual for an assemblage not to produce any plant remains. Both carbonised and
waterlogged plant remains were recovered from the adjacent site (Wright et al, 2009).
Many of the features sampled have been interpreted as agricultural ditches which were
too far above the water table to encounter waterlogged plant remains. Pottery and a
small amount of animal bone was recovered from a few deposits but it would appear
that none of features were used for the disposal of burnt culinary waste or hearth
material.
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Further Work and Methods Statement

C.3.5 If further excavations are planned for this area, it is recommended that a schedule for
targeted environmental sampling should be appended to the updated project design.
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Plate 5: Ditch in Trench 24 showing stones in base
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